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ADVERTISEMENT. 

1  HIS  Work  has  been  fo  much  retarded 
by  unexpected  incidents,  that  the  Firft  Vo- 
lume only  could  be  publifhed  at  prefent. 
The  Second  will  appear  foon. 
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J  O  U  R  N  A  L,    &c. 


TJEFORE  I  was  twetity-dtie  years  of 
"^^  age,  I  refided  for  two  years  at  Paris. 
I  afterwards  made  a  tour  into  Flanders, 
and  returned  through  France,  fome  time 
previous  to  my  accompanying  the  Duk?  of 
Hamilton  to  that  and  other  countries  of 
Europe. 

On  all  thofe   occafions,    the  afiability, 

the  eafe,  and  peculiar  gaiety  of  the  French 

nation  left  a  very  pleafing  impreffion  on^ 

my  mind,  and  I  often  regretted  that  a  peo- 
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pie  fo  formed  for  enjoying  and  communi* 
eating  happinefs,  fhould  labour  under  the 
oppreffion  of  an  arbitrary  government,  and 
unequal  laws. 

I  often  faid,  How  fupremely  happy  would 
a  people  of  fuch  difpofitions  be,  were  they 
to  obtain  a  fyftem  of  government  as  free 
and^  impartial  as  that  which  Great  Britain 
has  enjoyed  fince  the  Revolution! 

From  the  moment,  indeed,  that  I  had 
any  opportunity  of  obferving  how  much, 
human  nature  is  expofed  to  be  infulted  and 
f  degraded,  from  the  want  of  this  blcffing,  I 
had  mod  carncflly  wifhed  it  to  every  coun- 
try of  the  globe ;  and  when  the  Revolu- 
tion took  place  in  France,  in  the  year  1 789, 
I  rejoiced  in  the  hopes  that  fo  extenfive 
and  populous  a  portion  of  Europe  would 

acquire  it. 

» 

With  fuch  fentiments,  it  was  natural  for 

me  to  have  a  defire  of  vifiting  the  fame 

people  in  a  date  of  freedom,  whgfe.com- 

2  p.lic4te4 
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plicated  oppreflions  I  had  fo  often  lamented 
under  their  former  government. 

A  Very  agreeable  opportunity  of  accom* 
plifhing  this  defire  Was  propofed  to  me  laft 
fummer  by  the  Earl  of  Lauderdale^  with 
whom  I  had  the  happinefs  of  being  ac^ 
quainted  from  his  early  youth,  and  whofe 
father  had  long  honoured  me  with  his 
friendfhip. 

His  Lordftiip*s  ill  ftate  of  health  ren- 
dered a  few  months  refidence  in  a  mild 
climate  highly  expedient.  His  plan  was,  af- 
ter a  fhort  ftay  at  Paris,  to  proceed  farther 
South ;  and  to  make  it  ftiU  more  accept- 
able to  me,  he  was  fo  obliging  as  to  invite 
the  only  one  of  my  fons  who  had  not 
been  in  France,  to  be  of  the  pirty. 

We  embarked  at  Dover  on  the  morning 
of  the  fourth  of  Auguft,  and  in  a  few 
hours  arrived  at  Calais,  where  I  began  the 
following  Journal. 

B  2  Auguft 
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Auguft4i  1792* 

ON  our  arrival  art:  Calais^  we  were  con* 

dufted  to  the  Town-houfe,  where  a  cir- 

cumftantial  defcription  of  our  features  aod 

perfons  was  inferted  in  our  paffports  for 

Paris. 

Auguft  5.  ^ 

Lord  Lauderdale's  delicate  ftate  of  health 
did  not  permit  us  to  go  farther  than  Abbe- 
ville this  day. 

The  inhabitants  of  this  country  appear 
as  gay  as  ever,  notwithftanding  the  formi- 
dable armies  now  prepared  to  attack  them. 
— At  one  village,  near  which  we  changed 
horfes,  about  fifty  or  fixty  peafants  were 
dancing  cotillons  on  a  green  plain  under 
the  fhade  of  trees :  they  difcovercd  no 
fear  of  Auftrians  or  Pruffians,  nor  did  care 
of  any  land  feem  to  difturb  their  minds  : 
I  thought  them  equally  cheerful,  and  ra- 
ther better  dreffed  than  I  ever  obferved  the 
peafants  of  this  part  of  France  before :  it 

is 
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b  Sunday,  and  of  courfe  they  are  all  in 
their  beft  clothes.  In  the  higher  ranks,  in 
every  country,  it  is  not  uncommon  to  fee 
people  richly  drefTed  with  very  forrowful 
countenances.  I  do  not  recoiled  to  have 
ever  met  with  any  French  people  of  the 
lower  order,  male  or  female,  in  town  or 
country,  with  a  forrowful  face,  when  they 
imagined  themfelves  well  drefled. 

Tlie  laft  time  I  was  at  Abbeville,  I  read 
an  infcription  on  a  column  in  one  of  the 
churches,  refpeding  the  Chevalier  La  Bar, 
who  was  executed  in  this  town  on  account 
of  fome  indignity  he  was  accufed  of  hav- 
ing fhewn  to  an  old  wooden  image  of  the 
.  Virgin,  which  flood  on  the  bridge.  He 
was  faid  to  have  wounded  it  in  the  fhoul- 
dcr  with  his  couteau  de  chafle,  as  he  ftag- 
gered  from  a  tavern,  in  company  with  a 
fet  of  young  men  as  thoughtlefs  and  in- 
toxicated as  himfelf.  This  piece  of  etour- 
derie,  which  might  with  propriety  have 
B  3  been 
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been  punifhed  by  fome  weeks  imprifon* 
ment,  occafioned  a  greater  alarm,  abou^ 
thirty  years  ago,  in  this  town-  and  ita 
neighbourhood,  than  the  march  of  the 
German  armies  at  prefent.  Although  the 
wound  in  the  image  was  but  flight,  the 
Virgin  was  fuppofed  to  be  mortally  offend- 
ed :  many  prayers  and  proqeffions  were 
made  to  expiate  the  offence.  After  all^ 
fome,  who  judged  of  her  difpofition  hj 
their  own,  took  pains  to  perfuade  the  peo-? 
pie  that  nothi^ig  would  faftisfy  her,  or  aver( 
the  vengeance  of  Heaven,  but  the  life  of 
the  Chevalier  La  Bar — A  criminal  pro-^ 
cefs  was  carried  on  with  the  hotted  z^al^ 
and  a  fentence  obtained  againft  him. 

The  unhappy  youth  was  beheaded  ac^ 
cordingly,  and  an  account  of  the  whole 
tranfadion  was  infcribed  in  letters  of  gold 
in  the  principal  church,  for  the  inftrudion 
pf  pofterity.  Of  late,  however,  this  i|i^ 
fcription  has  been   removed,    which    has 

given 
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gfv6ti  oflEence,  I  tinderftand,  to  the  zealous 
people  of  this  place. 

While  we  were  at  fupper,  the  landlord 
of  the  inn  read  us  part  of  a  letter  which  he 
had  juft  received  from  Paris,  giving  an  ac- 
count of  petitions  that  had  been  read  in 
the  National  Aflembly,  requiring  a  decla- 
ration of  the  Dech^ance,  that  is,  of  the 
King's  having  forfeited  th^  crown.  We 
cxprefled  furprife  at  this,  and  I  afked  the 
landlord  what  he  thought  of  it  ?  "  Mais*  ma 
foi,  Monlieur,''  faid  he,  with  emphafis  and 
ge^culation — and  then  paufing,  he  turned 
the  anfwer  into  ^  queftion,  faying,  **  f  Que 
voulez-YOUS  qu'on  penfe,  Monfieur  ?'*  This 
was  the  amount  of  the  landlord's  opinion, 
which  he  never  varied,  though  he  fpoke 
feveral  times  afterwards   on  the  fame  fub- 

*  'Faith,  Sir. 

f  What  would  you  have  me  to  think  ? 

B  4  Cler- 
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Clermont,  Ai^guft  (S, 
We  met  many  carriages  with  people  fly- 
ing from  Paris :  wl^erever  \ye  flopped,  or 
hijd  any  opportunity  of  cpnverfmg  with 
them,  they  gave  an  alarming  account  of 
the  ftate  of  that  city,  and  were  furprifed  at; 
our  thinking  of  going  there  at  this  time. 
They  all  feemed  to  be  imprefled  with  the 
notion  that  an  important  event  is  about  tQ 
happen,  * 

One  man  faid,  that  certain  people  h^d 
been  of  late  engaged  in  a  confpiracy  which 
would  break  out  on  t^he  ninth  of  this  month. 
We  could  not  help  fmiUng  at  the  nption  of 
z,  confpiracy  which  w?is  fo  well  l^nown  be- 
forehand, and  confidered  Jiis  apprehenfions 
as  groundlefs. 

I  alked,  however,  of  a  genteel  looking 
man  who  had  juft  arrived  at  this  place  in 
the  Diligence,  whether  he  thought  there 
was  any  danger  in  being  at  Paris  ?  "  Pas  le 

moindre," 
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moindre  */'  anfwered  he*  They  talk,  faid  J^ 
€>f  dethroning  the  King.  **  Tantpis  pour 
lui/'  faid  the  man  ;  *^  mais  cela  ne  vous  re- 
garde  pas  t-"  To  hear  a  Frenchman  talk 
with  fo  much  indifference  of  dethroning  a 
King,  however  petty  the  Monarch  might 
be,  was  what  I  did  not  expe<ft  i  but  to  hear 
him  fpeak  with  the  f^me  indifference  of  de- 
throning his  own  King,  that,  I  cpnfefs,  af- 
tpniflied  me*  I  remember  the  time  when 
the  moft  dreadful  conv^lfion  of  nature 
would  "have  been  confidered  in  France  as 
of  lefs  importance,  and  would  have  occa- 
fipned  lefs  alarm. 

Paris,  Aug.  7. 

We  left  Clermont  early  this  morning,  and 

were  too  impatient  to  get  to  Paris,  to  flop 

long  at  Chantilly,  which,  befides,  wears  at 

prefent  a  lefs  inviting  afped  than  it  ufed  to 

♦  Not  the  leaft. 
•^  So  much  the  worfe  for  him,  but  that  is  nothing 
to  you, 

do# 
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do.  -  While  the  horfes  were  changing,  I 
afked  a  poor  fellow  in  rags,  who  affifted 
the  poftilKon,  if  the  People  v^ifhed  for  the 
return  of  the  Prince* 

All  the  poor  do,  faid  the  man. 

He  was  very  charitable  then  ?  faid  I. 

•*  *  Charitable  comirie  un  autre/*  replied 
the  man,  **  inais  il  etoit  riche  commc  mille." 

It  would  be  unfortunate  for  the  country 
then,  faid  I,  if  his  vaft  eftate  fliould  ever 
be  divided  among  a  thoufand  proprietors  ? 

**  f  Ouida  pour  les  pauvres  affurement,** 
Teplied  he,  **  parceque  cVft  des  bont^s  des 
Princes  etdes  Grands  que  les  pauvres  vi- 
vent.'' 

Finding  the  reafoning  of  this  philofopher 
unanfwerablc,  I  took  my  leave  of  him,  and 
jitoceedcd  to  Paris,  where  we  arrived  about 

*  Charitable  like   another   man — ^but  as  rich  as  a 
thoufand. 

►  f  Y-06  affuredly,  for  the  poor,  becaufe  it  is  through 
the  bounty  of  Princes  and  Lords  that  the  poor  live. 

two 
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two  o'clock,  at  the  Hotel  de  Mofcovic,  iif 
the  fauxbourg  St.  Germain*  After  din^ 
ncr  we  drove  to  the  gardens  of  the  Palais 
Royal,  which  fwarmed  with  people  of  all 
forts,  who  had  as  little  the  air  of  apprchcn- 
iion  of  an  approaching  enemy,  and  lefs 
the  air  of  anxiety  of  any  kind  than  thofe* 
we  left  on  croffing  the  Channel— ^— the 
Piazzas  refounded  with  various  kinds  of 
mufical  inftruments,  and  the  voices  of  thofe 
who  fung  as  they  walked  or  danced  along. 
I  aiked  a  fhopkeeper  if  they  had  received 
any.  very  good  news  from  the  Frontiers, 
"  Rien,  Monfieur/*  anfwered  he,  "  depuis 
le  Manifefte  de  Brunfwick  *.'^ 

From  the  Palais  Royal  we  went  to  the 
National  Affembly.  Here  the  fcene  was 
not  fo  gay  :  the  debate  was  carried  on 
with  a  degree  of  violence  which  I  have 
hardly  ever  feen  equalled  ;  yet  the  fubjefl:, 

*  Nothing,  anfwered  he,  fincc  Brunfwick's  Manl- 
fefto- 

while 
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wbile  I  fiald,  was  not  of  a  naCure  which 
one  could  have  expected  would  much 
inflame  the  paffions— it  regarded  certain 
bells  which  they  propofcd  to  coin  into 
money. 

After  being  informed  of  what  had  pafled 
at  Paris  a  few  day$  before  our  arrival,  we 
had  more  reafon  to  be  furprifcd  at  the  eafy 
air  and  gaiety  of  the  inhabitants,  than  at 
the  alarm  of  thofe  we  met  on  the  road  hur- 
rying from  this  city. 

On  the  third  of  this  month,  M*  Dejoly, 
the  Minifter  of  Juftice,  delivered  a  meflage 
to  the  National  Aflembly  from  the  King, 
refpeding  the  Manifeflo  of  the  Duke  of 
Brunfwick,  although  his  Majefty  declares 
at  the  fame  time,  that  in  his  opinion  the 
]\Ianifefto  does  not  bear  fuffident  marks  of 
authenticity. — He  aflerts,  that  he  had  been 
averfc  to  the  war,  and  had  adopted  that 
meafure  only  in  compliance  with  the  una- 
nimous opinion  of  his  Council  i  but,  that 

fmqe 
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fince  the  declaration  of  war  he  had  liegled- 
cd  no  mcafure  to  infure  its  fuccefs ;  that 
his  efforts  would  augment  in  proportion  to 
the  Urgency  of  events  •;  and  that  he  would 
afl  in  concert  with  the  Affembly,  to  ren* 
der  the  evils  infeparable  from  war,  p^-ofit- 
able  for  the  liberty  and  honour  of  the  na- 
tion— with  many  other  patriotic  expref^ 
fions. 

On  its  being  moved,  that  this  meffagc 
from  the  King  fhould  be  ordered  to  be 
printed,  which  is  the  ufual  mark  of  refped 
fhewn  by  the  Affembly  to  the  addrefles  or 
petitions  it  approves,  the  motion  was  opt 
pofed.  One  of  the  members  obferved,  that 
it  was  not  by  words^  hut  by  aSlions^  that  the 
King  fliould  prove  his  love  of  liberty  and 
the  conftitution, 

.  M.  Ifnard  went  farther;  he  offered  **  to 
prove  that  what  the  King  afferted  was  not 
true."  He  was  interrupted,  not  fo  much 
on  actount  of  the  indecency  of  this  expref- 

fion, 
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lipn,  as  becAiCfe  he  wariderdd  fcom  the 
queftion  in  debate,  which  was,  whether  the 
King's  letter  ought  to  be  printed  or  not. — 
It  was  obferved,  that  what  he  had  faid  was 
precifely  in  point,  becaufe,  if  he  proved 
that  the  contents  of  the  letter  were  not  true, 
it  followed  that  it  oUght  not  to  be  printed. 

Ifnard  then  faid,  "  That  when  fanatical 
priefts  had  attempted  to  kindle  a  civil  war, 
the  Aflembly  had  propofed  repreffive  de- 
crees, which  the  King  had  refuled  to  fane- 
txon. 

*'  That  he  had  difmifled  the  patriotic 
minifterswho  pofTefled  the  confidence  of  the 
nation ;  that  he  muft  have  been  acquainted 
fox  more  than  a  year  with  the  treaty  of 
PilnitTT,  yet  he  had  talKn  no  mcafure  to  de* 
feat  it,  or  to  procure  allies  for  France  ;.that 
tbe'minifters  hadpromifed  to  Jiave  150,000 
nta  ready  to  ad;  and  yet,  although  war 
wa3  declared,  nothing  near  that  number? 
Was  levied,  and  thofe  who  were,  had  not 

been 
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been  properly  anned;  and  that  every  jnea*- 
fure  had  been  taken  to.  render  the  enemy's 
attack  on  France  fuccefsful. -' 

Another  member  faid,  **  That  the  only 
thipg  which  had  determined  the  King  to 
fend  the  meflage  was,  that  he  knew  that  the 
majority  of  the  fedions  were  about  to  adr 
drefs  the  AiTembly  to  diveft  jhim  of  the 
crown.'*  ^ 

After  a  warm  debate,  the  letter  from  his 
Majefty  was  not  ordered  to  be  printed*^ 

On  the  fame  day  Petion,  the  n^iayor .  of 
Paris,  at  the  head  of  a  deputation  of  the 
commpn  council,  and  attended  by  a  great 
number  pf  citizens  from  the  different  fccf* 
tion;5,  camje  to  the  bar  of  the  AiTembly ,  and 
prefent§d  an  addrefs  of  a  veryextraordinaryf 
nature. 

It  began  by  expreffions  of  forrow  for  the 

Qecefiity  of  accufmg  the  Chief  of  the  execu^ 

tiife  .power,  and  proceeded  to  declare,  **.thati 

^Jtheugli  the  people  have  great  reafba  tp.b^ 

L    .   ,  enraged 
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chr^ed  againfk  Lewis  the  Sixteenth,  yet  ai 
the  appearance  of  anger  does  not  become 
power,  they  will  ufe  the  language  of  mode- 
ration."    In  this  language  of  moderation^ 
therefore,  all  that  his  enemies  ever  accufe^- 
the  King  of  previous  to  his  accepting  of  the 
conftitution,  was. minutely  enumerated,  ac- 
companied by  a  declaration  that  all  thofe 
crimes  were  obliterated,  and  covered  by  the 
pardon  granted  by  the  people.     But  the  ad- 
dreffers  declare,  that  they  cannot  help  men- 
tioning the  King's  ingratitude  to  a  people 
who  have  behaved  fo  generoufly  to  him. 
"  What  right  had  he  (fay  they)  to  expert 
they  would  replace  him  on  the  throne,  after 
he  had  attempted  to  fly  from  France  that 
he  might  reign  at  Coblentz  ?  Could  he  fmmd 
his  expectation  on  his  defcent  from  a  race 
of  kings,  among  twenty  of  which   there 
was  hardly  one  tolerable  ?  Yet  the  nation 
Jiadfor^en  all,  and  reftored  th^  crown  tp 
him,  iince  which  moment  he  had  never 

ceafed 
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tksSed  to  confpirc  againft  the  freedom  of 
,hi8  country;  that  an  army  of  traitors^  led 
by  his  brothers,  invaded  France;  that  to 
avenge  the  caufe  of  Lewis  the  Sixteenth,  the 
execrable  Houfe  of  Auftria  defires  to  add  a 
new  page  to  the  hiftory  of  its  crimes,  and, 
adopting  the  horrid  idea  of  Caligula,  wifhes 
at  one  blow  to  ftrike  off  the  heads  of  all  the 
good  citizens  of  France.*' 

After  more  in  the  fame  ftrain,  the  addrefs 
concludes  with  requefting,  **  that  the  King 
be  decreed  to  have  forfeited  the  crown ;  that 
the  government  be  put  into  the  hands  of 
patriotic  minifters  named  by  the  people,  till 
a  National  Convention  be  aflembled/' 

Thefe  being  the  terms  in  which  thofe 
citizens  addrefs  their  King  when  they  are 
calm,  I  fhould  like  to  know  what  language 
they  make  ufe  of  when  they  are  in  a  rage* 

The  addrefs  however,  fuch  as  it  was, 
gdned  the  loudeft  applaufe  of  the  people  in 
the  galleries. 

VOL.  I.  G  Tbe 
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iiedion  x^f  Maucoofeil  was  read  m  th/^  Af- 

that  fcdioa  declare,  **  that  th^y  have  co»f 
ceived  ,  the  noble  defiga  of  aHuimiijg  their 
rights,  of  rdloring  libmyf  an4  deftroying 
defpotifm#  Too  long  (they  (ay)  ha$  a  dc-^ 
fpicable  tyrant  ruled  over  Wis :  widiout  trou- 
bling ourfelves  with  enumerating  his  crimes^ 
let  us  break  ^this  Coloffuft  of  defpotifin  to 
pieces,  ajad  may  the  noife  of  his  fall  reach  to 
the  utteriiioP:.  parts  pf  the  earth,  and  ir^Jfe 

cveiy  tjjjput  grow  pale  !" 

« 

^^  It  mpft  be  acknowledge4  diat  thb  noble 
defignof  fix  hundred  perlbns  of  the  fedion 
of  Maitconffil  is  a  pretty  bold  one>  and  as 
boldly  exprefled.  It  would  feemr  that  fome 
members  of  a  more  tender  Gonfcionce  than 
the  reft,  had  fcruples  about  the  oath  of  fide* 
lity  they  had  fworn  to  the  King;  thofc  are 
removed  by  the  penner  of  this  curious  ad- 
drefs  with  wonderful  facility  ;  to  break  an 

oath. 
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oath,  or  to  break  the  Colofias  of  de^otiib, 
feems  equally  eafy  to  hirn. 

"  Let  us  break/'  cried  he,  "  the<:)^th  wc 
have  taken/' 

"  Le  parjure  eft  vfertu,  quand  ou  a  jure 


un  crime." 


The  applaufe  which  this  addrefs  received, 
was  intermixed  with  a  good  xleal  of  laugh- 
ter. That  fome  mad  enthufiaft  fliould 
write  a  foolifli  paper,,  and  get  fix  hundred 
idle  people  to  fign  it,  muft  be  owned,  is.no 
fure  indication  of  the  public  mind.  Yet 
fuch  a  paper  being  allowed  to  be  read  in  the 
Natloail  Affenably,  is  a  proof  that  the  difpo- 
fitioii  of  a  cpnfiderable  number,  at  leaft,  of 
this  body  is  not  friendly  to  the  King. ' 

Which  appeared  more  evidently  on  the 
fixth,  when  a. tumtifeuous  crowd  came  from 
the  Champ  de  Mars,  with  a  roll  of  pjurch-r 
ment  figned  by  a  great  number  of  people 
of  all  the  fedions.  This  parchment  had 
lain  for  eight  days  onthe  altar  which  was 
G  2  built 
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built  for  the  ceremony  of  the  focderatiorfy 
and  was  then  brought  to  the  door  of  the  - 
Affembly  as  a  petition,  by  a  mob  of  both 
fexes.  After  fome  oppofition,  it  was  or- 
dered that  twenty  of  them  fliould  be  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar.  While  this  petition  was 
read,  one  carried  a  pole  crowned  with  a 
red  cap,  infcribed  with  thefc  words,  ♦D^- 
firuSlion  du  pouvoir  perfkutif. 

And  the  following  words  beneath,  f  -^- 
fel  au  Peupie. 

Thefe  infcriptions  excited  the  indignation 
of  the  Affembly;  and  they  were  ordered  to  be 
torn  off  before  the  petition  was  read.  The 
petition  was  of  a  moft  incendiary  nature, 
and  the  reading  took  near  an  hour. 

Thefe  violent  fcenes  fufficiently  prove 
the  heats  and  animofities  which  exift,  and 
account  for  a  number  of  people  retiring 

•  Dcftrnftion  to  die  perfccuting  power,. 
t  Aj^pcal  to  the  People. 

from 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


(2.      ) 

from  Paris  from  the  dread  of  fbme  ilill 
^eater  diforden 

Aiigttft  & 

A  debate  of  great  expedatiorx  took  place 
this  day  in  the  National  Aflembly — A  com- 
mittee of  twelve  members  were  fome  time 
fmce  appointed  to  deliberate  (m  the  condu<3: 
of  M.  de  la  Fayette. — Jean  de  Brie  made  the 
r^oit,in  which  he  greatly  blamed  the  con- 
dud  of  the  General,  in  having  calumniated 
and  menaced  the  National  Aflembly;  in  hav- 
ing had  the  defign  to  march  his  army  againft 
Paris ;  and  m  having  aiTumed  unconflitu- 
tional  power;  and  the  reporter  concluded 
by  propofing  a  decree  of  accufation. 

The  difcourfe  of  Jean  de  Brie  was  greatly 
applauded  by  the  audience  in  the  tribunes* 
M.  Vaublanc  made  an  able  and  eloquent 
defence  of  the  General's  condu<3:;  but  when 
he  propofed  the  previous  queftion  to  Jean 
de  Erie's  motion,  the  people  in  the  galleries 
C^r^d  the  moft  violent  exclamations  and 
C  3  murmurs, 
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muwnurs,.  which  wercTiowever,  balanced 
by  the  applaufe  of  the  majority  of  the  AP- 
femblyt 

Briflbt  fpoke  next,  and  added  new  force 
to  the  reafoning  of  Jean  de  Brie.  When 
the  decree  of  accufation  was  put  to  the  vote, 
it  was  reje(9ted  by  a  majority  of  near  2oo* 

This  occafioned  frefli  murmurs  in  the 
galleries,  and  violent  agitation  in  the  Af- 
fembly. 

As  this  was  confidered  ag  a  trial  of 
flrength  between  the  parties,  it  is  to  be  pre- 
fumed  that  the  majority  of  the  AflemSty  is 
with  the  Court;  and  that  in  future  de- 
bates it  will  rather  augment  than  dimini(h, 
as  is  ufually  the  cafe  in  the  Britilh  Houfes 
bf  Parliament  after  a  very  great  majority  in 
lavour  of  either  party.  The  minority  how- 
ever feem  to  have  the  people  with  them^ 
I  am  told  indeed  that  thofe  noify  people  in 
the  galleries  are  hired;  but  this  does  not  ac-. 
count  to  me  for  the  cry  being  all  on  onqf 

fide. 
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iSrde*  The  paorfifend  of  the  Ccaut,  on^ 
would  imagine,  might  hire  applaudcrs  as 
well  ai  the  others* 

Augiift  9, 
I  was  informed  late  laft  riight,  that  the 
gjfeaf  flMJority  which  voted  in  favour  of  La 
Fstytette  bad  excited  rage  and   indignation 
among  thd  paflifans  of  oppofmon,  which 
they-  manifefted  in  the   moft   open   and' 
alarmidg  manner ;  that  this  vidory^  fo  far 
from  difcouraging  them  from  new  attempw 
agaiiift  the  Court,  fSe^iled  to  proin|«  them  to 
greater  exceffeS' than  ever;  and  that  feveral 
meinbefs  v^ho  had  opp'ofed  his  being  acf- 
cufed,  had  been  grofsly  infulted  as  they  went 
from  the  Affembly;  and  fome  of  them,  par- 
ticularly M.  Vaublanc,  had  narrowly  efcapcd 
aflaffination.     1  was  informed  at  the  fame 
time,  that  new  addrcfles  were  to  be  pre- 
fented  this  day,  requiring  the  dechiance^  or 
at  leaft  the  fufpenfion  of  the  King^s  power 
during  the  war,  and  that  this  extraordinary 

C*4  cjueftion 

« 
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queftion  would  be  debated  in  the  Aflemblf 
to-day. 

I  went  to  the  National  Aflembly  this 
morning  about  nine.  The  tribunes^  and  all 
the  places  allotted  for  ftrangers,  were  fiilL  I 
underflood  that  an  addrefs  had  been  read, 
as  I  was  entering,  from  fome  town^  the  nam« 
of  which  I  forget,  demanding  the  deche^^ 
ance. 

A  very  noify  difcuffion  occupied  the  Af* 
fembly,  arifing  from  that  and  other  propo<- 
fals»  which  I  could  not  hear  diftin^y  for  a 
confiderable  time;  but  I  underllood  that  it 
was  propofed  to  fufpend  the  King's  authot- 
rity  during  the  whole  time  that  the  debate 
pn  the  fubjeft  of  the  decheance  continued; 
for  it  is  allowed  that  the  queflion  requires 
fome  days  deliberation,  and  a  decree  was 
propofed,  confifting  of  feveral  articles,  for 
f  hat  purpofe.  But  before  thefe  could  be  taken 
jnto  confideration,  M.  Merlct,  the  prefident, 
inform? d  the  Afleipbly,  that  he  had  received 

^  numbqf 
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ft  number  of  letters  from  members,  whieh 
he  defired  might  be  read. 

In  one>  the  writer  complains  ♦*  of  having 
been  attacked  in  the  llreet  the  preceding 
night  by  a  number  6f  men  in  the  drcfs  of 
the  national  guards,  and  gro&ly  infultedi 
that  he  had  i|i£3rmed  them  of  his  being  a 
member  of  the  AfTembly,  and  ha4  fhewn 
them  the  ribbon  which  the  deputies  wear; 
on  which  one  of  them  anfwered,  that  it  was 
precifely  for  that  reafon,  and  his  bavii^ 
fpoken  and  voted  in  favour  of  the  traitor  La 
Fayette,  that  they  would  put  him  to  death; 
which  when  they  were  preparing  to  do^ 
he  had  been  faved  by  a  grenadier  and  fomc 


citizens*^' 


Another  member  wrote,  ^*  that  he  had  been 
attacked  in  the  fame  manner ;  that  one  man 
bad  adually  feized  and  lifced  him  from  the 
ground,  while  thofe  around  called  out  a  h 

At  iWs  the  people  in  the  galleries  ap- 
plauded. 
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plaudcd,  cvjdentlj.  fjgnifying;  >tiiat  they 
ihould  have  rejoiced  if  the  threat  had  beeo 
cmnpldtcly  executed^ 
.  Tim  indecdnt  behaviour  in  the  aiodiencd 
tftiretr  the  Couit party  intof«(Jh  apSifoiyfirt 
of  rage,  that  they  ftarted  frcrm  th«fcte«cb6s^ 
txxikei  ia  a  hody  towards  th^  fdat  oednpied 
fay  the  9r€£dei](t,  (sxtendittg  ^dr  arcM^  and 
leqinrin'g  that  the  tnfolenceof  the  people  in 
lbe>  ^\kitici  ihould  be  diecl^ed  .and  pfe^ 
y^AH^  .    :      :.        . 

,ll  e*pc£led  of  courfe.  th^t  the  gnUeriej 
jf'Ottld  be  cleired^  and  was  taore  provoked 
thSan  before  at  the  intolerah|B  im|)ertihencc 
of  the /people. 

*  I  exprefled  my  fears  to  the  pe^foa  next 
me.  *^  *Soyez  tranquille,  Monficur/'  fa\d 
hcy  *^  et  ne  bougez  pas."     .  .       > 

Indeed  1  was  foon  convlpced  that  the 
•people  ia  the  galleries  were  more  likdy  to 

*  Be  you  at  your  cafe,  Sir,  and  do  not  move., 

thruft 
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t&mft  em  the  membeirs/tiva]^  that  tht  tntmi 
bers  vj^ld  txpd  thcw^  For  ahhongh  fomer 
of  the  dq)iities  fhook  their  han4s  Iti  » 
threateaiftg  maDmcir  at  tht  people  ki  the  tiin 
buncs,  thjdfcjthrtats  aod  QsS^mc^  oraiy  pto* 
-wk^  langhtor.  >,    ^ 

A  third  letter  g3:ye  an  dcconnt  ^^  diafe  ferret 
ral  depiitidfl  had  been  cbliged  to  take  rcfoge 
in  a  corps  de  garde,  from  the  fary  of  certam 
peribns^  who  had  folloured  and  abufed  them 
a&  they  went  home  from  the-  ASttabif^ 
that  thefe  perfons  were  not  ckkensof  P^ads^ 
but  ftfangers^  feeder^,  m  was  iuppofcd, 
hired  fot  the  pui^fe  of  infuhing  particukwr 
members  pointed  out  to  themj  that  the 
ccHps  de  garde  was  on  the  point  of  being 
forced  by  thefe  perfond^  when  the  members 
made  their  efcape  by  a  hack  wiadow.'*: 

Another  fetter  informed  the  Aflembly, 
**  that  a  deputy  having  gone  for  refuge  into 
a  fhop  in  the  Rue  St.  Honocc,  one  of  tha 
|aedere»  had  followed  him^  and  declared, 

thalt 
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that  if  he  ever  law  him  attempt  to  return  to 
the  Aflembly,  he  would  ftrike  off  his  head 
with  a  ftroke  of  his  fabre,  which  he  drew 
half  out  of  the  fcabbard  as  he  fpoke.'* 
'  When  mention  was  made  in  the  former 
letter  of  the  deputy^s  efcaping  by  the  win- 
dow of  the  corps  de  garde,  it  excited  fome 
mirth  in  the  galleries ;  but  at  the  idea  of 
one  of  their  heads  being  cut  oiF,  I  thought 
there  would  have  been  ilo  end  of  exultation: 
there  was  a  loud  and  univerfal  peal  of 
laughter  from  all  the  galleries. 

And  the  members  on  one  fide  of  the  hall 
were  as  violent  in  exprefiing  their  indigda* 
tion.  Some  called  out  to  the  prefident  to 
put  an  end  to  the  meeting;  others  propofed 
that  it  ihould  be  immediately  decreed,  that 
the  National  Affembly  fhould  withdraw 
from  Paris  to  fome  other  town  in  France, 
where  they  could*  deliberate  in  fafety,  and 
free  from  infult. 

The  neife  ajid  diforder  were  exceflive; 

fifty 
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fifty  members  were  vociferating  at  once:  I 
never  was  witoefs  to  afcene  fo  tumultuous; 
the  bell,  as  well  as  the  voice  of  the  prefi- 
dent^  was  drowned  in  a  ftorm,  compared 
to  which^  the  moft  boifterous  night  I  ever 
vras  witnefs  to  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons^ 
was  calm. 

When  with  much  diflficulty,  and  a  gr6at 
deal  of  ringing  and  gefticulation,  the  pre- 
fident  could  be  heard,  he  announced  to  the 
Aflembly,  that  he  was  juft  informed  by  two 
members,  that  a  number  of  armed  men  fur- 
rounded  the  hall.  Ofi  which  a  member 
propofed,  that  proper  meafures  ihould  be 
immediately  taken  for  the  fecurity  of  the 
Legillative  Body. 

But  two  members  having  ftepped  out  to 
afcertain  the  fadl,  returned,  and  declared 
that,  although  there  were  a  number  of  citi- 
zens at  the  doors,  none  were  armed  except 
the  guard  of  the  Aflembly. 

On  which  a  tumult  of  another  kind  arofe; 
5  Ae 
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the  prefident  was  loudly,  and  not  ip  a  vetf 
refpe<5lful  manner^  required  to  name  tbofe 
vrho  had  given  this  falfe  iaforn^tion,  and 
calumniated  the  worthy  and  peaceable  citi- 
zens of  Paris. 

The  prefident,  who  feemed  to  me  not 
to  be  at  all  at  his  eafe,  anfweredt  with  a 
jittle  hefitation,  that  he  did  not  know  the 
members  who  gave  him  the  information.  , 

One  of  thofe  who  had  given  the  infor- 
mation then  flood  up  and  faid»  that  he  had 
feen  men  armed  with  fabres  in  the  corri- 
dors; that  fome  alfo  had  piftols.  of  which 
he  thought  it  his  duty  to  acquaint  the  pre- 
fident. 

There  was  a  cry  againft  thofe  who  had 
calumniated  the  .people.  Some  called  out 
to  fend  the  niember  pjrifoner  to  the  Abbaye; 
and  one  part  of  the  Affembly  feemed  in- 
finitely more  inclined  to  punifli  thofe  who 
had  given  this  information,  than  thofe  whp 
4  had 
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had  infiflted,  thnHeA;,  aad  nthr^atened  thelir. 

Li  Croljt  e^idaimad,  ^  that  they  Wiflie4 
to  have  a  pretext  for  trahsferriog  the  AC' 
femhiy  to  Rouen,  and  for  that  purpofe 
afferted  that  the  hall  was  furroundeid  with^ 
atmed  m^n^  that  the  public  might  believe 
that  the  deputies  had  not  full  liberty  of  de- 
liberating and  voting/' 

But  how  can  men  be  thought  to  delibe- 
rate or  vote  yfith  freedom,  who  are  purfued, 
infulted,  and  menaced  by  a  mob  for  the 
opinions  and  votes  they  give? 

After  it  had  been  infifted  on  for  fome 
titne  with  violence,  that  the  two  members 
who  had  given  the  erroneous  information 
fhould  be  f^nt  for  three  days  to  the  Abbaye, 
t^at  meafure.  was  droj!)pcd,  and  a  letter  was 
read  from  Pejoly,  the  minifter  of  juftice, 
informing  the  Aflembly  that  the  people 
were  continually  inftigated  to  violence  and 
to,  murder,  by  agitators  hired  for  the  pur- 

pofe. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


(    3*    ) 

pdfe,  and  by  placarts  on  the  walls:  lie  tbett 
enumerated  the  infults  the  deputies  had  fuf^ 
fered  the  foregoing  eveningt  and  that  he 
had  denounced  fome  perfons  fufpeded  of 
thefe  excefTes  to  the  criminal  tribunal,  by 
orders  from  the  King* 

The  moment  the  King  was  mentioned, 
the  tribunes  refoundcd  with  laughter,  and 
hooting  in  the  moft  indecent  manner. 

After  thefe  had  in  fome  meafure  ceafed, 
die  conclufion  of  the  minifter^s  letter  was 
read,  declaring,  **  that  unlefs  fome  effeftual 
means  of  reprefling  thofe  diforders  were 
adopted,  it  would  be  impoffible  for  the  go- 
vernment to  be  anfwerable  for  the  fafety  of 
cither  the  lives  or  property  of  the  citizens.** 
A  member  afcended  the  tribune  and  de- 
clared, *'  that  as  he  was  going  out  of  the  * 
hall  laft  night,  but  being  ftill  within  the 
walls,  and  walking  through  the  paflage,  he 
was  violently  ftruckby  a  perfon  unknown.? 

A  voice 
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A  vokfc  wa&i  ^eard  demanding,  on  what 

This  kiterrapdon  raifed  great  indignation 
on  one  fide  of  the  hjdl.  *'  I  am  afked/'  re- 
filmed  the  member,  ^^  on  what  part  I  was 
ftruck.  I  anfwer,  Behind:  it  is  only  fi:om 
behind  that  afiaflins  ilrike;  and  I  qow  de« 
clare,  in  the  name-  of  the  nation,  whofe 
deputy  I  am,  that  I  will  no  longer  vote  in 
this  Aflfembly  till  the  legiflative  body  can 
enfure  me  liberty  and  fafety." 

M*  Vaublanc  then  gave  an  account, "  that 
he  bad  been  fought  after  and  purfued  by 
aflafiins,  who  had  even  abufed  his  fervant 
for  declaring  he  did  not  know  where  his 
mafter  was;  that  having  been  informed  of 
this,  he  had  not  ventured  to  fleep  at  his  own 
houfe,  but  had  pafled  the  night  at  the  houfc 
of  a  friend*" 

He  proceeded  in  a  very  eloquent  and 
perfpicuous  ftylei  to  fhew  that  it  was  not 
fimple  indignities  offered  to  individuals  they 
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\vcre  riotv  called  to  reprefi^  and  punt^^  b^: 
thofe  offered  to  the  French  nation.  **  Wliat>*! 
faid  he,-  **  when  an  ambafl&dor  of  the  King 
\ras  infulted  in'  a-  forelgh  naticii,  you 
thought  it  a  ftrffic?crit  caiife  tyf  wkr;  and  will 
you  petmit  the  deputies  of  the  French  *ia-^ 
lion  to  'hi  treated  in  a  manner  as  outrageoui 
ais  they  couW  fbffer  from  the  Prufl&ans^  or 
Aiiftrians?*^  *    .      -' 

'  He  a;dded,  "  that  as  the  AflemJ3ly  WaA 
not  free,  and  could  not  deliberate  with  fafc'^^ 
ty,  ■  meafuffe  fhould  be  taken  to  fecure  the 
inviolability  and  liberty  of  the  members : 
befnles,  he  propbfed  that  it  fhould  be  im* 
wiediately  decreed,  that  all  the  foederis 
Siould. leave  Paris.** 

Kerfaint  feemed  to  approve  of  this,  fo  I 
fuppofe  it  will  be  adopted. . 

At  this  time  I  left  the  Aflembly ;  and 
after  calling  on  an  acquaintance,  1  returned 
by  the  key  of  the  Louvre>  intending,  be- 
fore I  went  to  the  Hotel  de  Mofcovie,  juft 
'-...'  '  ta 
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to  (bp  into  th6  gar4«Q8  of  the  T^Ufi^^^t 
by  the  ^te  next  the  Pont  Royal,  and  w?^ 
a  good  deal  fuipnfed  to  find  that  two 
Swifs  ientinels  refufed  eatranoe  to  all  but 
thofe  who  prefented  a  ticket :  while  I  ftood 
on  the  bridge  I  faw  feveral  perfoa3  ad* 
mitted  by  that  means,  and  the  gate  care- 
fully ihut  immediately  after  them.  Tfrtis 
feemed  to  be  viewed  with  an  evil  eye  by 
the  people — fome  of  whom  murmured,  and 
talked  of  the  garden's  belonging  to  tho. 
public,  and  not  to  the  family  lodged  in  the, 
Palace,  of  ^11  of  whom  the  populace  fpoke 
with  irreverence,  and  of  fome  of  them  in 
terms  too  indecent  to  be  repeated. 

From  the  violent  manner  in  which  the 
debates  are  carried  on  in  the  NaitionaUAi^ 
fembly,  and  other  circumftances  I  have  re- 
marked fmce  my  arrival  at  Paris,  I  am 
ftrongly  inclined  to  think,  that  the  fudden 
traofition  which  the  French  have  made 
from  a  government  of  po^rerful  and  rigid 
D  2  controil^ 
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controui,  to  one  fo  very  indulgent  and  IsrfC 
a$  that  now  eftablifhed,  will  have  fomc 
bad  efieds  on  the  minds  and  condud  of  a; 
people  of  fo  much  vivacity  as  the  natives 
of  this  country.  Befidcs,  the  French  have 
been  thought  to  have  more  levity  of  cha- 
rader  than  the  natives  of  other  countries 
of  Europe.  This  levity  was'a  fource  of  con- 
(btation  to  them  under  an  oppreflive  go- 
vernment ;  it  prevented  the  tyranny  whicli 
was  cxercifed  over  them,  from  making  the 
fame  impreffion  that  it  would  have  made 
on  a  people  of  more  {erious  refledtion :  but 
the  fame  levity  and  vivacity  of  charadler 
which  proved  a  conforation  to  them  in  the 
gloom  of  defpotifm,  may  prove  pernicious 
in  the  funfliine  of  liberty. 

Perhaps  they  would  have  borne  a  free 
government  with  more  moderation,  and  of 
courfc  they  would  have  had  a  better  chance 
of  enjoying  it  long,  had  it  been  obtained 
in  a  more  gradual  manner.. 

The 
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The  FreHich  have  reared  the  pillar  of  Li- 
berty with  fuch  rapidity,  and  to  fueh  a 
height,  that  it  feems  to  have  rendered  them 
more  giddy  than  ever* 

I  had  a  good  deal  of '  converfation  this 
evening  with  a  man  of  coniiderable  under* 
{landings  who  has  lived  many  years  in  this 
place,  and  is  thought  to  have  opportunities 
^f  knowing,  the  true  ftate  of  the  public  af- 
fairs :  his  opinion  is,  that  the  Duke  of 
Brunfwick'^  Manifello  has  been  of  infinite 
prejudice  to  the  King,  becaufe  great  pains 
have  been  taken  to  make  it  believed  that 
it  was  compofed  with  his  knowledge  and 
Approbation.  But  this  gentleman  iiiU  thinks, 
that  not  only  the  majority  of  the  National 
Aflembly,  but  alfo  of  the  moft  refpedable 
citizens,  and  of  thp  iwitionAl  guards  thci»- 
felves,  are  enemies,  to  the  idea  of  dpthron* 
ing  the  King ;  and  wifh,  bonafide^  to  main- 
tain the  Conftitutioa  to  which  they  have 
fwQxn  J  and  that  th^y  difapprove  of  all  tu- 
D  3  multuous 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


(    38    ) 

taultuotw  aflfeiAblings  of  the  people  of  the 
fiiuxbaurg^y  with  a  View  to  force  or  terrify 
the  King  td  withdraw  his  veto  from  any 
decree  of  the  Affembly^  or  tti  any  other 
account.  They  highly  difapprcve  of  that 
which  took  place  on  the  twentieth  of  laft 
June,  when  the  mob  entered  the  palace  of 
the  Tuilerie$,  behaved  in  a  very  infolent 
manner,  and  when  the  lives  of  the  King; 
mnd  Queen  were  in  imminent  danger. 

It  IS  imagined,  however,  that  fomething 
of  the  fame  kind  is  intended  to-morrow  by 
the  inhabitants  of  the  fauxbourgs,  in  con- 
jundion  with  about  twelve  or  fourteen 
hundred  foederis,  who  lately  arrived  from 
Marfeilles  and  from  Brittany. 

But  the  national  guards  being  now  aware 
of  this  intention,  and  having,  no  doubt, 
received  inftrudions  how  to  aft,  it  is  pro- 
bable that  the  attempt  will  not  be  made ; 
Of,  if  it  is,  will  provfc  abortive ;  in  which 
ciie,   like  tao(t  unfuccefsful  infurredtions, 

it 
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it.VTiU  tend  to  ftrengthcn,  inftcad  of  wcak- 
a»ng  the.b^uids  of  Goverament. 

I  api  alfo  informedy  that  befldes  a  com* 
plcte  battalion  of  Swifs,  whofc  barracks 
are  in  the  Caroufel  adjacent  to  the  palace> 
a  confiderd^le  number  of  diibanded  of-- 
ficers^  and  other  perfons  attached  to  the 
Court,  fleep  every  night  within  the  walla 
of  the  palace  itfelf,  which  feems  more  than 
fufficient  to  prevent  any  efFedual  attempt 
from  a  difordedy  multitude :  and  I  fhould 
think  it  probable,  that  many  of  the  citizens 
who  were  violent  patriots  at  the  beginning 
of  the  revolution,  are  now  tired  of  the  diC- 
orderly  ftate  of  aflfairs,  and  think,  that  fup- 
porting  the  King  is  the  moft  likely  way  of 
obtaining  that  tranquillity  which  they  have 
fo  much  need  of.  They  may  alfo  think^ 
with  great  reafon,  that  thofe  who  excite  the 
populace  in  the  fuburbs,  wifti  the  ruin  of 
the  Conftitution. 

Between  eleven  and  twelve  at  night,  I 
D  4  vvrag 
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wi$  difturbed  by  a  great  noife  in  the  ftrectd 
from  the  beating  of  drums  ai^l  reputed 
huzza;*  The  Itodlcrd  informs  me,  that 
orders  have  been  given  to  all  the  citizens  tQ 
illuminate  their  i^viadows;  that  there  i« 
reafon  to  apprehend  an  attmJsi  on  t^nc  Cha? 
t»u  of  the  Tuileries;  that  the  drum  ha$ 
beat  to  arms,  and  that  the  national  guards 
are  all  at  the  alarm  poils  o£  their  refpedive 
departments.  I  went  into  the  ftreets,  which^ 
are  all  illuminated — the  Ppnt  Neuf  is  cpr 
vered  with  foldiers  under  arms — a  large 
party  of  the  national  guards  are  alfo  in 
pofleffion  of  the  Pont  Royalrr-^nobody  is 
allowed  to  pafs :  yet  all  feems  to  be  con? 
duded  with  fo  much  regularity,  that  what? 
ever  mifchief  may  have  been  intended,  will, 
I  hope,  be  prevented. 

I  was  awaked  about  two  in  the  morning 
by  the  found  of  the  tocfin,  and  am  in* 
formed  by  the  people  of  the  hotel,  whp 
have  not  been  in  bed,  that  the  inh^HtS^nts; 
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pf  the  fauxbourgs  St.  Antoine,  St  Mar* 
ceau,  St.  Jacques^  &c.  are  affbmbled ;  thatt 
they  are  joined  by  the  foederis  from  Mar^ 
feiiles  and  Brittany,  in  the  Intention  of 
marching  to  the  Tuileries  to  require  of 
the  King  to  withdraw  his  veto  from  the 
decree  of  the  National  Aflembly  againfl: 
the  priefts  who  refufe  the  conftitutional 
path,  and  that  for  afffembling  an  army  dF 
1 0,000  men  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Paris, 
I  hope  they  will  be  prevailed  on  to  di£» 
perfe  without  making  aji  attempt  fo  uncon« 
ftitutiqnal.  If  the  King  is  not  allowed  the 
cxercifc  of  his  veto  when  he  judges  it  cxy 
pedient,  to  give  it  h^m  wa$  a  mockpry^ 

Auguft  10. 
Having  fallen  afl^ep  ^bout  three,  we 
were  awakened  at  nir^e  by  the  firing  of 
<cannpn-r-and  wfsre  told,  that  the  Chateau 
was  attacked.  Soon  after,  we  heard  the 
fry  of  ^*  To  arms,  citizens,  to  ^rms !  they 
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flatightcr  your  pftre&t8»  your  br^thren^  your 
fofis  !'*  add  we  faw  mea  rutmiog  half  fran« 
tic  through  the  Hreets,  exclaimiag  in  that 
manojef*  Lord  Lauder dale>  being  ilili  in« 
difpofed^  could  not  go  out ;  and  my  fon  re^ 
sunned  at  the  hotel  with  hiou 

As  fbcm  as  I  was  drefied  I  went  into  the; 
ftreets ;  a  party  of  the  national  guards,  with 
ia  number  of  citizens  armed,  were  march« 
ing  towards  the  Tuileries— another  body 
of  .men  followed  foon  after,  dragging  fe* 
meral  cannons  along  the  Quat  de  Mazarin^ 
where  I  was,  to  the  Pont  Royal.  Some 
men  flying  from  the  Tuileries  along  this 
bridge,  were  killed  by  the  national  guards 
before  they  reached  that  end  to  which  the 
cannon  were  advancing^  Thofe  cannon 
being  mounted  on  the  bridge,  were  repeat- 
edly difcharged  againft  that  part  of  the 
Chateau  which  looks  to  the  Seine.  Some 
women  who  flood  near  me  on  the  Quai  dc 
Voltaire,  as  foon  as  they  heard  the  firft 
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cRfchatgc^  fpU  a^cUpppg  tWff  bands,  ao4 
cried,  Bnivo!  Brayol:  ^  , 

la  the  mean  tiooe  Xhfitp  was  fome  ^ng 
t>f  muiketry  from  the  winj^tfrs   of  the 
Louvre  facing  the  river— a  few  pec^le  were 
killed  and  wounded  on  the  keye^     Thofe 
who  were  on  the  fide  next  the  Louvre  had 
run  from  the  key  to  the  brink  of  the  river^ 
that  they  might  be  Sheltered  from  the  fhot    • 
by  the  parapet.    A  party  of  national  guards 
who  mairched  along  the  Qua!  Mazarin,  as 
often  as  they  (aw  a  group  of  people  con- 
verfing  together,  called  Bas  ks  rmtlons^^  and 
difperfed  them-^ — the  officer,  at  the  fame 
time  advifmg  all  who  ivere  without  arms 
to  retire  to  their  houfcs.     A  little  after,  as  ji 

*  No  motiolw.— — The  queftions  moyci  and  dekited 
in  clubs  rfifpefting  the  meafures  of  Govcrmpent,  are 
called  motions.  From  clubs  and  focieties,  fuch  as 
the  Jacobins,  they  were  extended  to  coffee-houfes,  par- 
ticularly the  Caffe  de  Foi  in  the  Palais  Royal ;  and  at 
'  length  the  fame  kind  of  debates  were  carried  on  in  tliQ 
groups  formed  by  people  who  met  accidentally  in  the 
public  walks  and  gardens.  The  guards  did  not  think 
1^  a  proper  moment  for  fuch  debates  or  motions. 
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body  of  pUcetneti  hurried  paft^  dne  of  theni 
in  i,  very  decifive  ftyle  pointed  me  out 
as  an  ^riftocrate.  Such  an  accufation  in  the 
ftreets  of  Paris,  any  time  thefe  four  years, 
would  have  expofed  a  man  to  infult :  in 
the  prefent  circumftanees,  when  execution 
is  generally  the  ipimediate  confequence  of 
accufation,  it  might  have  proved  fatal  j 
but  the  valet  de  place,  who  accompanied  . 
me,  declared,  that  fo  far  from  being  an 
ariftocrate,  or  any  thing  like  it,  I  was  un 
Anglais.  **  Bon  !''  cried  the  pikemen,  and 
continued  their  courfe. 

After  this  admonition  I  retired  to  the 
houfe  of  an  acquahitance,  in  the  Rue  Ja- 
cob, from  whence  I  went,  a  little  after,  to 
the  Hotel  de  Mofcovie.  In  the  ftreets  I 
met  with  great  numbers  of  the  national 
guards  and  fcederes  returning  home,  all  of 
them  with  pieces  of  the  red  uniform  of  the 
Swifs  guards  who  had  been  killed,  ftuck  a$ 
fjrpj)l]iies  on  the  point  of  their  bayonet?. 

An 
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An  officer  with  a  party  of.  the  national 
guards  conduced  Monfieur  d'AfTre,  in  a 
coach,,  to  the  prifon  of  the  Abbaye,  which 
18  near  our  hotel.  A  lady,  very  genteelly 
drefled,  was  guarded  through  the  ftrects  oa 
foot,  to  the  fame  prifon,  a  little  before. 

We  wej;e  informed,  "  that  in  the  courfe 
of  the  preceding  night  great  preparations 
had  been  made  at  the  Tuilcries  to  repel 
the  threatened  attack  from  the  fauxbourgs; 
thatfeveral  thoufandsof  armed  men  had  been 
introduced  into  the  Chateau  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  independent  of  the  battalion  of  Swifs 
guards;  that  many  of  the  national  guards 
had  been  pradifed  on  by  the  agents  of  the 
Court,  to  join  the  Swifs,  and  thofe  of  the 
Chateau,  who  are  diftinguifhed  by  the 
name  of  Chevaliers  du  Poignard,  againft 
the  people;  that  while  thofe  within  the 
Tuileries  were  making  preparations  for 
the  engagement  that  was  ?xpe<Sted  in  the 
morning,  falfe  patrols  were    detached   all 
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dutmnd,^  under  the  (lemblsttkt  of  pattrd*  cyf 
^e  national  ^uatrds  to  keep  the  peace»  but^ 
m  ttiliify  with  t^e  moft  hoftile  kueptions 
againft  the  citizens  ;  that  one  of  thofe  d^-* 
tachments  had  been  ihet  by  sr  body  of  the 
taatioiial  guards,  a  fkirmiih  bad  enfned, 
moft  of  the  former  had  foon  fled,  but  that 
nanyhad  been  taken  and  carried  prifoner^ 
to  the  guard-room  at  the  Feiiillans;  that 
the  iieoplc  havuig  heard  of  this,  came  in 
^rowcjs  early  in  the  morning,  infifting  oii. 
their  being  delivered  up  to  them ;  that  a 
municipal  officer  had  tried  to  prevent 
k,  but  his  endeavours  had  proved  vain ; 
the  corps  de  garde  had  been  forced.  Four 
of  the  prifoners,  who  were  confidered  as  the 
moft  guilty,  becaufe  they  were  difguifed 
in  the  uniform  of  the  national  guards,  and 
armed  with  poniards  and  piftols,  had  been 
cruelly  flaughtered,  and  their  heads  cut  oflT 
and  carried  on  pikes  ;  that  the  lives  of  the 
seft  had  been  ipared  at  the  entreaty  of  the 
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£)klier$  who  took  them  ;  diatfthe  pd^:of 
the  faukbpiirgs,  with  the^MarfidUois  and 
Bi^etons,  had  marched  to  the'fquaiie  of  tkie 
Caroufel,  and'  demanded  admittance  iaco 
the  palatee  of  the  Tuikries;-  that  the  King; 
Quettt,  Arid  Royal  Family  had  retreated 
from  the  palace,^  and  takei%  ianr^ary  in  die 
Nations^,!  Affembly;    and  ^liat^  in  a%M: 
three  qoarters  of  an  hcHir  after  they  were 
t3ieie,  the  Bvn&  guards,  and  thoie  wtthsn 
the  Cfaateaiiy  had  fired  grape  fhot  and  njpf- 
Jtctry  on  the  people  drawn  up  in  the  court 
of  the  Chateau,  and  continued  a  rolling 
fire  of  ten  minutes  ;  that  the  foederes,  fup- 
ported  by  the  people  of  the  fauxbourgs,  had 
rallied  and  attacked  the  defenders  of  the  cat- 
tle, had  driven  them  out  of  it  into  the  gar- 
den, where,  in  their  flight,  they  had  been 
flaughtered  by  the  national  guards,    who 
now,  both  foot  and  horfe,  took  a  decided 
•part  againft  the  Court,  and  for  the  People. 
That  a  great  number  of  the  citizens  and 
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foederis  had  been  killed,  as  wdl  as  inaii;^ 
of  the  Chevaliers  du  Poignard }  but  that 
Tery  few  of  the  Swifs  guards  were  left  ative ; 
f(»r  tbpfe  who»  ii^ftead  of  flyiog  into  thft 
gardea  or  ftreets,  had  fought  (belter  id  the 
apartments  of  the  palace,  had  been  mafia-* 
cfcd  with  the  domeftics  of  the  King  and 
Queen,  and  all,  of  whatever  quality  oi*^  de- 
nomination, who  were  fuppoied  to  favour 
their  caufe»  We  have  alfo  heard,  with  muck 
regret,  that  an  Abbe,  I  forget  his  name,  the 
preceptor  of  the  Prince  Royal,  was  killed, 
with  fome  Swifs  foldiers  whom  he  had  hu* 
manely  attempted  to  faveby  concealing  them 
in  a  clofet  of  his  apartment*  Clermont  Ton^ 
nerre,  we  hear,  was  alfo  killed  in  the  ftreet/* 
Such  is  the  account  which,  with  fome 
variations,  we  have  heard  this  day. — All 
agree  that  the  Swifs  began  hoftilities  by 
giving  the  firft  fire  on  the  people.  It  is 
even  afferted,  that  they  pretended  to  be 
well  difpofed  to  the  caufe  of  the  people, 

{hook 
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iHook  hdn()s  with  fome  of  them;  and  hav* 
log  thus  thrown  them  off  their  guard,  they 
mod  perfidioufly  fired  on  them* . 

This  account^  however^  I  do  not  credit* 
becaufe  it  is  cQntrary  to  the  charader  o^ 
thc.Swifs^  -who  are  an  honeft  and  plain- 
de^diqg  .people  j  and  becaufe,  after  the  King 
and  Royal  Family  had  forfaken  the  caftle, 
X  C?n  fee  no  motive  which  the  Swifs  could 
have  for  firing,  but  felf-dcfence»  I  there- 
fore think  it  moft  probable,  efpecially  con- 
fidering  the  vivacity  of  the  one  people^; 
the  phlegm  of  the  other,  that  the  Frc 
were  the  aggrclTors* 

I  fhall  endeavour  to  get  a  clrcumftantial 
and  accurate  account  of  this  adion  here- 
after; but,.at  prefent,  the  accounts  are  fo 
oppofitc>  that  nothing  is  to  be  depended  on^ 

J  have  this  day  been  witnefs  to  many 

interefting,  and  even  affeding  fcenes  in  the 

ftreets.     During  the  cannonade  and  noife 

youi^  E  of 
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of  the  muflcetry,  the  grief  and  anxiety  of 
all  for  the  friends  and  relations  they  knew 
to  be  then  engaged,  produced  a  moft  ex- 
preffive  filence  ra  fome,  while  the  air  "was 
rent  by  the  exclamations  of  others,  partt- 
cularly  the  womeri  and  chifdreri,  who 
trembled  for  the  lives  of  fathers,  hufbands, 
and  brothers,  who  had  left  their  families 
at  the  firft  call  to  arms,  and  had  not  beeh 
feen  (ince.  When  the  adiori  was  oVef, 
and  the  national  guards  returning,  many 
of  the  women  ruihed  into  the  ranks  to 
embrace  a'nd  felicitate  their  hufbands  and 
brothers  on  their  fafety,  I  faw  one  father 
of  a. numerous  family  met  at  his  own  door 
by  his  wife  and  children.  After  emrbracing 
each  as  they  crowded  around  him,  he  ert-^ 
tered  the  fhop,  carrying  one  of  his  chil- 
dren in  each  of  hts  arms  ;  his  daughter  fol- 
lowing with  his  grenadier*s  cap  in  her  hand, 
and  his  two  little  boys  dragging  his-mufket. 

Auguft 
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Auguli  It/- 
*  When  Uie  King  and  Qneen  Altered  tHe 
hall  of  the  Natibnal  AffemWy/ they  .were 
iiccwapanied  by  the  Dauphin,  their  daugh- 
ters, ind  the  Ptincefs  Elizabeth;  and  at- 
terided  by  the  mmiftersand  fome  members 
g£  the'itotinicipality  of  Paris. 

The  King,  at  firft,  placed  himfelf  at  the 
fide  of  the  ptefident,  and  faid,  *•  I  am  come 
hither  to  prevent  a  great  crime — I  believe 
myfelf  in  fafety  in  the  midft  of  you,  Gdh- 
tlemeti**' 

The  prefident  anfwered,  "  that  he  might 
rely  on  the  Affembly,  who  had  fworn'  to 
die  at  their  poll  in  fupporting  the  rights  of 
the  nation  and  of  the  conftituted  authori- 
ties. 

•It  was  ohferyed  by  one  of  the  members, 
that  the  Kiqg's  prefence  put  a  reftraint  on 
the  debater;  on  which  bedefcended  to  the 
bar  where  his  family  was,  and  with  them 
vfks  conduced  into  a  box  on  the  right 
£  2  hand 
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.  Band  of  the  prefident,  called  La  Lege  du 
liogi^aphc,  where  fevch  c*  dght  perfons 

.  n&d  to  fit  around  a  tabte  (o  t^e  dovm  in 
writing  the  debates,  and  every  thiog  re- 
markable which  paffed  in  the  AflemW)r. 

They  had  riot  bceh  iituated  Idng  there  . 
•when  the  adion  began.  The  Natioflal  Af- 
fembly  Is  very  near  the  place  in  which  the 
tngagement  was.  Several  canmm  bullets 
ftruck  the  roof  of  the  hall,  and  fome  mufket 
fhot  entered  the  windows.  What  intcreft  all 
within  muft  have  taken  in  this  adliouy  will 
be  eafily  imagined.  Some  members  rofe  and 
changed  their  feats whenthecannon were  firfl 
heard ;  but  the  prefident,  calling  to  order,  feid 
it  was  the  duty  of  every  member  to  remain 
with  fteadinefs  at  his  poft,  and  to  ferve  his 
country  to  the  beft  of  his  abilities.  After  «• 
this  every  member  kept  his  place,  except 
fuch  as  were  deputed  on  fome  particular  bu- 
fincfs  by  the  prefident* 

Th« 
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The  King  faid  to  the  prefident,  that  he, 
had  ^ren  orders  to  theSwifs  not  to  fire* 

The  filing  of  the  cannon  and  mu&ets 
continue*  The  Aflembly  remain  filcnt  for 
fome  thne. 

"  A  member  then  made  z  motion^  that  it 
fliould  be  immediately  decreed,  that  all  pro- 
perty and  perfons  fhould  be  under  the  fafe* 
guard  of  the  law  and  of  the  people. 

This  was  applauded  and  decreed* 

They  next  decreed  an  aft  or  proclama- 
tion to  all  the  citizens,  inviting  them  to 
have  confidence  in  their  reprefentatives^ 
who  had  fworn  to  fave  the  country* 

Some  time  after  the  adion  was  over,  a 
deputation  from  the  new  chofen  community 
of  Paris  appeared  at  the  bar:  this  election 
•^^   had  been  made  the  preceding  night  j  and  the 
\  new  ele£ted  council  had  ufurped  the  council 

chamber,  and  driven  out  the  old,  all  but 
Petion,  the  mayor  of  Paris;  Manuel,  ^hc 
procureurj  and  Danton,  minifter  of  juftice : 

E  3  they 
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tjiey  were  prece^^od  ;|>y*.4hta€t  baan^r§,'  on 
which  'vjrcre..  iafcribed,*  ,*.*.  libertCj!;  l^trji^^l 
j^aiite  !**  ^  One  of  them;fpoke^as.folio;iY8: 

*^  tegiflateursi  X^e  lont  de  qquveaux  ojiar 
giftrats  du  peuple  qui  fe  prefentent  a  votj::e 
barre.  Les  dangers  de.  la  patrie  pnt^  pro- 
voque  notre  nomination.  I  Les- circonrftances 
laconfaprent;  et  -notre  patriotifm^  faur?. 
nous  en  rendre  dignes. :  I*e  peuple,  Us  enfin 
d'etre  depuis  quatre  ans  reternei  jouet  ides 
pprfidies  de  la  cour  et;des  intrigans,  a  fenti 
qu'il  e'toit  terns  d'arreter  Tempire  fur  les 
bords  de  Tabyme, 

"  Legiflateurs,  il  ne  nous  refte  plus  qu'a  le 
feconder.  Nous  venons  ici  en  fon  nom  vous 
demander  des  mefures  de  falut  public.  .  Pe- 
tion,  Manuel,  et  Danton  font  toujoiirs 
nos  coUegues.  Santerre  eft  a  la  tete  de  la 
force  armee.  Que  les  traitres  fremiflent  a 
leur  tour !  Ce  jour  eft  le  triomphe  des  ver- 
sus civiques. 

.  .  ^M^e  (ang  du  peuplg.a  couilii  des  troupes 
v:  .  ^  etran^ 
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^angere3^,  qui  nc  font  xeft.ees  dans  nos  murs 
que  par  un  nouve^u  delit  <la  pouvoir  execu- 
tif^.ont  tire  fur  les  citoyens,;  nos  malheureux 
frires  ont .  laifles  des  veuves  et  des  ojphe- 

"  Le  peuple,  qui  nous  envoie  verg  vpus, 
nouB  a  charges  de  vous  declarer,  qu'il  ne 
pouvoit  reconnoitre  pour  jyge  des  uiefures 
extraordinaires  ^uxquelles  la  aeceffit^  et  la 
reiiftance  a  roppreffion  Tout  pprte,  que  Ic 
peuple  Fran<jois,  votre  fouverain  et  le  notre, 
dans  fes  aflemblees  primaires  *.'* 

This 

*  Lcgiflators !  The  new  magiftrates  of  the  people 
appear  at  your  bar;  the  dangers  of  the  country  occa- 
fioned  our  cIe<n:ion  5  the  circumftances  rendered  it  ne- 
ceffary,  and  our  patriotifm  renders  us  worthy  of  it.  The 
people,  at  length  tired  of  being  during  four  years  the 
dupes  of  the  perfidy  of  the  Court,  have  thought  it  time 
to  endeavour  to  fave  the  empire  oh  the  brink  of  ruin. 

Legiflators,  all  we  have  to  do  is  to  affift  the  people. 
"We  come  here,  in  their  name,  to  be  advifed  by  you  in 
peafures  for  the  public  fervice.    Petion,  Manual,  and 

E  4  Danton 
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V 

Thl«  addrefs,  which  was  received  with 
high  applaufe  by  the  people  in  the  tribunes, 
muft  have  been  exceedingly  ofFenfive  to  the 
King;  yet  I  am  told  he  beard  it  with  appa-f 
rent  trjinquillity,  while  the  Queen  fhewcd 
evident  marks  of  indignation. 

It  was  decreed  that  the  prefent  minifters 
had  loft  the  confidence  of  the  nation ;  and 
that  the  National  Affembly  (hould  appoint 
fix  new  ones,  none  of  whom  were  to  be 

Panton  are  ftill  our  colleagues.  S^nterre  ifi  at  %he 
hc%d  of  the  armed  force. 

Let  traitors  tremble  in  their  turn  j '  this  day  is  the 
triumph  of  civic  .virtue.  Foreign  troops^  who  have 
remained  within  our  walls  only  by  a  new  crime  of  the 
executive  power,  have  fired  upon  the  citizens.  Our 
unhappy  brethren  have  Jeft  behind  them  widows  and 
prphans, 

Th^  people^  who  have  deputed  us  to  you,  have  givei> 
us  in  charge  to  declare,  that  they  will  acknowledge  no 
other  judges  of  the  extraordinary,  me^fure^  which 
pcceffity  and  refiftjtnce  to  oppreffion  obliged  them  to 
sadopt,  but  the  Ft ejich  people  umted  in  the  primary 
jlSemblics, 
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taken  from  its  own  body.  But  'When  they 
were  about  to  proceed  in  the  ufual  form  to 
this  liomination,  it  was  obfcrved,  that  three 
patriotic  minifters  lately  difmifled,  and  who 
carried  with  them  the  efteem  of  the  people, 
naturally  prefented  themfelvcs  to  their' 
choice.  It  was  immediately  decreed^  that 
koland,  SeiVan^  and  Claviere  ihould  be 
appointed  provifionally. 

This  kft  word  was  added,  becaufe  the 
King  may  be  reinftated  in  his  authority  \yf 
the  enfuing  Convention  ;  in  which  cafe  htf 
will  have  the  right  to  confirm  or  rejefit 
them,  and  name  others.  Thefe  three  arc 
for  the  home  affairs,  the  war  department, 
and  contributions. 

I  w^nt  this  morning  to  fee  the  places 
where  the  a<fHon  of  yefterday  happened. 
The  naked  bodies  of  the  Swifs,  for  they 
were  already  ftripped,  lay  expofed  on  the 
ground.  I  faw  a  great  number  on  the  ter-  - 
we,  immediately  before  the  palace  of  the 

Tuileries^ 
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Tuikries  ;  fome  lying  frngle  in  difFcr^nt 
parts  of  the  .gardens  ;  and  fome  in  heaps^ 
oae  above  another,  particularly  near  the 
terrace  of  the  Feuillans. 
,.'The  garden  and  adjacent  courts  were 
crowded  with  fpe£tatQrSj|an>ong  wbgrn  there 
was  a  confiderable  proportion  of  women, 
y?ho(e  curiofity  it  was  evident  was  fully 
equal  to  their  modefty. 
..  l^hc  bodies  of  the  national  guards,  of  theci- 
ti^qs.of  the  fauxbourgs,  and  of  the  foederes, 
have  been  already  removed  by  their  friends; 
thofeof  ^the  Swifs  only  lie  expofed'in  this 
ihocking  manner.  Of  about  Soo  or  looo  of 
tbefe,  who  were  yefterday  muftered  in  the 
Tuileries,  I  am  told  there  are  not  200 
left  alive. 

Seeing  a  number  of  people  going  up  the 
grand  ftaircafe  of  the  palace,  to  fee  the  ra- 
yage  that  was  made  in  all  the  rooms  by  thq 
adtion  of  yefterday,  I  intermingled  with 
fhp  crowd,    and  had  afcended  half  way, 

wheft 
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when  I  heard  the  fhrieks  of  fome  one  above, 
and  foon  after  the  body  of  a  man  was  car- 
ried down.  I  was  told  that  he  had  been  dc- 
tefted  in  the  ift  of  ftealing  foiiie  of  the  fur- 
niture belonging  to  ,  the  palace,  and  was 
inftantly:  put  to  death  by  the  p^ple  ard^n^ 
htnu 

This  expeditious  method  of  executing 
juftice  removed  all  inclination  of  vifiting 
the  royai  apartments :  I  defcehded  to  the 
terrace,'  and  took  another  melancholy  walk 
among  the , bodies  of  thofe  whom  I  had 
fden  two  days  before  in  all  the  pride  of 
health*  and  military  pomp.  In  poinf  of 
fize  and  looks,  ^  I  do  not  fuppofe  there  is  a 
finer  battalion  of  infantry  in  Europe  than 
they  formed  at  that  time. 

After  they  gave  way,  they  were  flaugh- 
tered  by  thofe  who  kept  aloo/  while  they 
refilled.  Some  were  purfued  through  the 
ftreets,  and  dragged  from  the  fhops  and 
houfes  whither  they  fled  for  fhelter.  About 
4  fifty 
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$(tj  or  (ixty  who  alked  for  quarter^  wdrc 
i^ved  by  the  Marfeillois:  they  were  de- 
livered to  the  national  guards,  and  con-« 
iuGted  by  them  to  the  Maifon  de  VilleJ 
While  thofe  unfortunate  men  were  detained 
In  the  fquarc,  waiting  for  orders  from  the 
municipality  into  what  prifon  they  were  to 
be  confined,  the  multitude,  enraged  Ao  doubt  * 
by  the  death  of  their  friends  and  relations, 
and  irritated  at  the  fight  of  theivounded 
citizens  who  were  carrying  to  their  houfes 
ftnd  to  the  hofpitals,  began  to  cry  for  ven- 
geance on  the  prifoners  j  and  at  length,  like 
a  parcel  of  drunken  favages,  they  buffft 
through  the  ranks  of  the  national  guards, 
and  butchered  the  defencelefs  Swifs  in  cold 
blood.  I  cannot  deeoi  the  national  guards 
guiftlefs.  I  have  been  told  that  they  could 
not  faye  the  Swifs  without  killing  the  citi- 
zens: but  fuch  furies  do  not  deferve  .the 
name  of  citizens,  and  were  infinitely  more 
(pdminal  than  the  Swiis* 
^    t  From    . 
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'  From  tlie  ^deas  of  the*  TulkrlesI 

waUced  through  the  centre  gate  of  the  pit* 

lace  into  the  cowt^  and  the  Caroufel,  where 

the  a^iion  firft  began.  At  the  very;  be^ia* 

nittg^  a  number  of  tbe<:rowd  were  killed  and 

wounded  at  the  bottom  of  the  great  (Uirs, 

.by  an  unexpeded  fire  from  the  top  of  the 

,  firft  flight  of  flairs.     Some  of  the  Swifs 

themfelves,  who  were  intermingled  and  coa- 

verfing  with  the  people,  were  killed  by  this 

fire.     The  bodies  of  the  Swifs  were  lying  in 

various  parts  of  the  area. 

.  The  barracks  of  the  Swifs  guards,  which 
divide  this  large  area  from  the  Caroufel,  had 
been  fet  on  fire  yefterday,  and  are  ftill  burn- 
ing. Many  of  the  bodies  were  thrown  inta 
the  flames — I  faw  ferae  half  confumed. 

Sick  at  the  fight,  I  hurried  from  this 
fcenc  of  horror,  and  about  mid-day  I  went 
to  the  National  Aflembly.  While  I  waited 
at  the  door  which  enters  to  the  Aflembly 
from  the  garden  of  the  Feuillans,  for  the 
S  gentleman 
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gcntkmati  ifvho  was  to  procure  me  a^mlt- 
^  taaccj  a  long  proceffion  advanced  to  the 

gate :  it  confifted  'of  a  nuiftber  of  pferfons, 
■fome  ra  the  uniform  of  the  national  guards, 

*  and  fome  in  the  drefs  of  citizens,  each  of 
whom  held  a  man  in  a  white  waiftcoat,  but 
-without  a  coat,  by  the  hand.     The  latter 

'  were  generally  pale  and  dejected;  and  the 
"  men  under  whofe  protedion  they  were,  en- 
'  couraged  and  fupported  them. 

I  was  immediately  informed  that  a  con- 
fiderable  number  of  the  Swifs  were  fayed, 
and  had  been  confined  in  the  corps  de  garde 
of  the  poll  of  the  Feuillans  :  a  mob,  how- 
ever, had  begun. to  gather. about  the  guard- 
room, and  fome  horrid  wretches  among 
them  cried  aloud  for  the  heads  of  thofe 
unhappy  foldiers.  On  this,  it  was  deemed 
the  beft  means  for  their  fafety  to  conduct 
them  to  the  bar  of  the  Aflembly,  and  de*» 

*  mand  its  "proteftion. 

Lafource  haftened  to  inform  the  Aflem- 
bly 
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bly  of  the  danger  in  which  the*  poor  Swife 
were,  and  to  requeft  its  protcdlion  ;' while 
Gorfas  Remained  at  the  floor  .of  the  guard- 
room haranguing  the  mob,  and  ufing  every 
means  which  humanity  infpired,  to  prevent 
them  from  attacking  the  prifoners. 

They  were  conducted  accordingly  from 
the  guard-room  to  the  Aflembly  door  ih 
the  manner  above  mentioned,  by  fom'e 
citizens,  among  whom  w^s  Lafource,  and 
others  of  the  deputies.  I  entered  a  lit- 
tle before  the  Swifs,  and  got  a  feat  in 
the  body  of  the  houfe  among  the  mem- 
bers. 

The  King,  Queen,  with  their  fon  and 
daughter,  and  the  Princefs  Elizabeth ;  the 
Princefs  Lamballe,  and  three  or  four  other 
attendants,  had  remained  in  the  Loge  dn 
Logographe,  yefterday,  from  nine  in  the 
morning  till  late  at  night.  They  had  been 
then  conduced  to  an  adjacent  committee- 
room,  where  they  had  rqmained  all  night, 

^         and 
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and  returned  to  the  fame  Loge  iatixe  mcmi'' 
iog^  when  the  Aflienibly  met.  My  eye9 
were  naturally  direded  to  the  box  in  whicii 
they  were»  From  the  place  in  which  I  fat 
I  could  not  fee  the  King,  but  I  h^d  a  full 
view  of  the  Queen  and  the  reft  of  the 
Royal  Family.  Her  beauty  is  gone !  No 
wonder.  She  feemed  to  liften  with  an  un^ 
difturbed  air  to  the  fpeakers.  Sometimes 
file  whifpered  to  her  fifter-in-law,  and  to 
Madkme  de  Lamballe  ;  once  or  twice  flie 
ftood  up,  and,  leaning  forward,  furveyed 
every  part  of  the  hall.  A  perfon  near  me 
remarked,  that  her  face  indicated  rage  and 
the  moft^  provoking  arrogance.  I  perceived 
nothing  of  that  nature ;  although  the  turn 
of  the  debate,  as  well  as  the  remarks  which 
were  made  by  fome  of  the  members,  muft 
have  appeared  to  her  highly  infolent  and 
provoking.  On  the  whole,  her.  behaviour 
in  this  trying  fitu^tion  feemed  full  of  pro- 
priety and  dignified  compofure.     I  know 

not. 
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not  whether  the  height  frOiti  which  thii 
unhappy  Priacefs  has  fallen,  and  her  prcf- 
fent  deplorable  {ituation,  may  not  make  me 
view  her  with  additional  intereft  and  par- 
tiality ;  but  I  am  furprifed  to  find  that  the 
edge  of  that  rancour  which  has  prevailed 
in  this  coimtry  againft  her,  feems  to  be 
in  no  degree  blunted  by  her  misfortunes. 

It  was  impoffible  to  look  at  the  Prince 
Royal  without  refleding  that  his  lot,  which 
no  doubt  has  been  confidered  as  the  high- 
eft  of  all  prizes,  was  now,  of  a  fudden,  and 
without  any  fault  of  his,  changed  into  the 
moft  unfortunate  that  could  be  drawn  in 
the  lottery  of  life.  At  prefent  he  is  too 
young  to  calculate  the  amount,  or  tafte  the 
bitternefs  of  the  calamity  which  has  be- 
fallen him;  and  feemed  to  me  to  fufFer 
more  from  being  fo  long  confined  in  fuch 
a  narrow  place^  than  from  all  that  hasf 
happened  befides,  cither  to  his  parents  or 
himfelf. 

VOL.1.  F  My 
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My  attention  was  drawn  from  the  Royal 
Family  to  the  Swifs,  as  foon  as  they  ap- 
peared at  the  ban  One  of  their  own  na- 
tion, as  I  fuppofed  by  his  accent,  addreffed 
the  Aflembly  in  their  favour :  it  was  evi- 
dently the  defire  of  the  members  that  they 
fliould  be  faved ;  but  all  thofe  in  the  tri- 
btirifcs  Were  not  in  the  fame  difpofition— 
one  exclaimed,  "  lis  ont  affaffine  nos  fre- 

-  La  Croix  made  a  fpeech,  the  tendency 
of  which  was  to  foften  the  ifainfis.  bf  the 
people,  and  incline  them'  to  mercy.  • 

Notwithftanding  which,  fome  wretches 
from  the  tribunes  called  for  juftice  and 
vengeance  for  the  death  of  their  friends. 

The  members  in  various  parts  of  the 
hall  fpoke  dired:ly  up  to  the  people  in 
the  tribunes  immediately  above  them, 
and  feemed  to  entreat  them  to  be  more 
humane.       One    member    near    me    ad- 

♦  They  aflaffinated  our  brethren. 
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(drefled  them '  in  the  mod  earned  manner, 
aifuring  them,  that  the  unhappy  men  at 
the  bar  were  well  difpofed  toxvards  the 
French  nation ;  that  they  had  acted  from 
ignorance,  and  in  obedience  to  thofe  whom 
they  thought  it  their  duty  as  foldiers  to 
obey  ;  but  had  they  known  that  they  were 
intended  to  be  employed  againft  the  citi- 
zens^ they  would  have  refufed  even  to  re- 
main in  the  Chateau^ 

This  expoftulation  produced  an  cffc€t  on 
many^  but  a  few  ftill  murmured ;  on  which 
iSL  deputy  loft  his  temper  fo  far  as  to  ad- 
drefs  that  part  of  the  gallery  from  whence 
the  murmur  proceeded,  in  angry  terms. 
He  was  flopped  by  thofe  next  him,  who  put 
him  in  mind,  that  this  might  irritate  the 
people  ftill  more,  and  prevent  what  he 
wiflied :  he  fat  down,  faying,  "  Ces  gens 
font  des  betes  feroces  */* 

♦  Tlicfe  people  are  ferocious  brutes. 

F  2  I  do 
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I  do  not  remember  that  I  ever  felt  my- 
felf  more  affeded  thaii  during  this  conteft. 
I  often  threw  my  eyes  into  the  Loge  du 
Logographe.  What  muft  have  been  the 
feelings  of  the  King  and  Queen !  What 
thofe  of  the  poor  Swifs  themfelves  !  While 
any  of  tlie  members  were  fpeaking  in  their 
favour,  and  affuring  the  people  that  they 
had  adted  from  conftraint,  and  never  were 
the  enemies  of  the  French  nation,  they 
ftretched  out  their  arms  in  confirmation  of 
what  was  faid.  I  was  filled  with  indigna* 
tion  at  the  obduracy  of  fome  wretches  in 
the  galleries,-  who  ftill  remained  inexorable, 
although  by  far  the  greater  part  was  now 
moved  to  compaflion. 

Iiafource,  at  lad,  made  an  obfervation 
which  feemed  to  have  great  cfftd:.  It  is 
not  the  people,  faid  he,  who  third  for  the 
blood  of  thcffe  men,  but  a  few  villains  who 
excite  you  to  ma0aae  them  for  fear  that 

they 
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they  fliould  give  teftimony  of  the  confpira- 
cies  of  the  Court, 

After  all,  however,  La  Croix  propofed 
that  they  fhould  not  be  immediajely  car- 
ried back  to  the  guard-ropm,  but  remain 
in  the  Affembly  till  there  fhould  be  a  cer- 
t^nty  that  the  people  without  were  dif- 
perfed.  They  were  ordered  to  take  feats 
accordingly,  which  they  did  behind  the  de- 
puties^ 

This  meafure  occurred  to  La  Croix,  on 
hearing  that  fome  of  the  porters  at  the  ho- 
tels who  are  called  Swifs,  although  moft 
of  them  are  Frenchmen,  hav^  been  killed 
by  the  undifcriminating  fury  of  the  mob. 

The  poor  fellow  who  opens  the  gate  of 
our  hotel  has  taken  the  alarm,  and  begs  that 
in  future  we  may  call  him  the  Porter,  and 
not  the  Swifs.  All  of  the  fame  profejHion 
in  Paris  follow  his  example ;  they  have  al^ 
ready  removed  the  infcription,  **  Parlez  au 
Suiffe/'  which  is  generally  fixed  ou  a  board 
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at  the  gate  of  hotels,   an4  put  up  in.  its, 
ftead,  "  Parlez  au  Portier.'* 

The    remaining    three   minifters   were 
eleOied  by,  what  is  called,  Appel  nominal^. 
The  majority  of  voiees  were  for  Le  Prun, 
for  foreign  affairs,  Monge  for  the  marine, 
and  ^iu^kJtfas  minifter  of  juftice. 

I  faw  fome  of  the  minifters,  and  San- 
terre,  who  is  appointed  commander  in  chief 
of  the  Parifian  national  guards,  take  the 
oaths  before  1  left  the  Aflembly  j  and 
when  I  went  away  the  Swifs  foldiers 
were  ftiU  in  it ;  but  on  going  out,  I  was 
forry  to  fee  a  great  number  of  men,  whofe 
afpetfls  I  did  not  much  like,  ftill  furround- 
ing  the  hall :  this  gave  me  uneafmefs  on 
account  of  the  Swifs.  But  I  was  informed 
in  the  evening,  that  fome  hours  after  I  left 
the  Affembly,  it  had  been  propofed,  that 
to  fecure  the  lives  of  the  Swifs,  they  fhould- 
be  accompanied  to  the  Hotel  de  Bourbon  by 
the  membeis.  of  the  Affembly.    This  was, 

prer 
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pitvcntcd  by  a  number  of  the  foederis*  fron^ 
]}pfarfeille8,  the  very  mea  whofe  intrepid  at- 
twk  had  put  the  S^ife  to  flight,  appearing 
atcthe  bar*  •'  The  Swifs/'  faid  they,  **  are  no 
longer  our  enemies,  we  will  efcort  them/' 

Tl^ji  were  conveyed  accordingly  to  the, 
Palais  de  Bourbon,  proteifled  by  their  pon* 
qucroxs  from  the  cowardly  rage  of  thofci 
who  had  fhrunk  from  them  when  they, 
w^e  armed,  and  dared  to  attack  them  only 
now  when  they  were  defencelefs  prifoner^t 

The  magnificent  palace  of  the  Cond6  fa- 
mily is,  I  underftand,  at  prefent,  a  kind  of 
military  poft.  The  Swifs  are  ordered  to. 
be  detained  in  fome  courts  belonging  to 
that  palace,  till  a  court  martial  fhall  finally 
determine  their  fate.  This  meaftire  was 
propofed  by  La  Croix,  by  way  of  appeaf- 
ing  the  people ;  but  there  is  no  queftion 
that  the  defign  is  to  acquit  them  all.  I  am 
told  the  number  is  above  a  hundred. 

It  is  a  relief  to  my  mind  that  it  has 
F  4  ended 
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ended  fo.  I  had  many  unpleafant  fenfa* 
t!ons  this  day  while  I  remained  in  the  AC* 
fembly,  being  anxious  for  the  fafefy  of  tho 
Swi&9  fhocked  at  the  favage  difpofition 
manifefted  by  fome  of  the  people  in  the  gal- 
leries, and  filled  with  indignation  to  fee  the 
legifkitors  of  a  nation  forced  to  entreat  an  aA 
of  juftice  and  humanity  from  thofe  whom 
they  have  a  right  to  command.  This  is  the 
temporary  cScGt  of  that  difoifder  which  na- 
turally attends  a  great  convulfion. 

I  have  already  mentioned,  that  the  Af- 
fembly  difplayed  great  firmnefs  during  the 
engagement  yefterday.  When  the  cannT)n 
were  firft  heard^  one  of  the  deputies  ex- 
claimed— ^^  Do  you  hear  !  They  are  now 
endeavouring  to  deftroy  freedom,  and  re- 
eftablifli  defpotifm.  Our  enemies  have  been 
encouraged  to  this  audacious  attempt  by 
our  fupinenefs.  Let  us  roufe  with  the 
people — let  us  fwear  to  maintain  Liberty 
and  Equality/' 

8  Oa 
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On  this,  all  the  memhcrs  ftarted  up^ 
ftretched  forth  their  right  hands,  and  pro- 
nounced, "  Oui,  nous  le  jurons  *•'* 

The  enthufiafm  inftantly  fpread  to  the 
ijpedators  in  the  galleries,  and  the  cries  of 
**  Vive  la  liberte !  Vive  la  nation  f  !''  re^ 
founded  through  the  hall. 

During  the  fitting  of  yefterday,  the  At 
fembly  decreed.  That  the  French  Nation  is 
invited  to  form  a  Conventional  Aflembly^ 
of  which  the  mode  and  time  of  de£tion 
vnll  be  particularifed  hereafter. 

That  Louis  XVI.  is  fufpended  from  hii 
authority,  till  fuch  time  as  the  Conventional 
Aflembly  fliall  decide  on  proper  meafures 
for  fecuring  the  bleffing  of  freedom  to  the 
people. 

The  payment  of  the  Civil  Lift  islikewife 
fufpended. 

♦  Yes,  we  fwcar. 

f  Libcsty  for  ever !  The  country  for  crcr ! 

The 
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The  Kiag.and  Royal  Family  are  to  re- 
main under  the  immediate  fafeguard  of  thc^ 
Aflemblyj  and  within  the  walls  where  it 
meets,  till  fuch  time  as,  tranquillity  is  efta- 
blifhed  in  Paris  ;  and  then  they  are  to  be 
condudled  to  the  palace. of  Luxembourgj^ 
and  there  put  under  the  prote^ion  of  the 
citizens  and  of  the  laws. 

All  public  officers,  whether  military  or 
civil,  who  Ihall  leave  their  pofts  in  the  pre- 
fent  moment  of  danger  and  alarm,  are  de-* 
dared  infamous,  and  traitors  to  their  coun- 
try. 

Thofe  and  other  decrees  of  yefterday 
were  fent  to  the  83  departments  of  France, 
by  couriers  who  fet  out  laft  night. 

Auguft  12. 

On  the  night  of  the  lOth,  commiflaries 

were  fent  from  the  National  Aflembly  to 

the  armies  to  explain  the  motives  of  thefe 

decree      Thefe.  commifl'^ries    have    the 

power 
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power  of  pronouncing  the  fufpeufion  o£ 
the. general  officers  of  whatever  rank;  they 
are  enjoined  to  explain  to  officers  and  fol- 
diers  the  decrees  pronounced  by  the  Aflem- 
bly,  andxonfiiliate  them  to  the  prefent  mea- 
fure§.  Three  in  particular  went  off  that 
night  to  the  army  commanded  by  La  Fay-. 
ette.  It  will  not  be  a  very  eafy  ta£^  to  re- 
concile that  general  to  what,  has  happened. 
It  is  by  fome  people  believed  that  the  com* 
miffaries  have  orders  to  put  him  under  ar- 
jreft.  It  is  a  bold  meafure  to  arreft  a  popu- 
lar general  at  the  head  of  an  army  by  whom 
he  is  beloved,  and  the  Affembly  have  ac- 
cordingly entrufted  very  bold  men  with  the 
execution  of  it.  Kerfaint,  who  is  the  pcr- 
fSn  moft  to  be  depended  on  in  the  commif- 
lion,  is  a  naval  officer  of  great  profeffional 
merit,  and  who  alfo  has  the  reputation  of 
being  a  man  of  fenfe,  courage,  and  inte- 
grity. Some  people,  however,  think  that 
^e  commiffaries  run  a  greater  rifk  of  being 

hanged 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


.    (    7^    ) 

hanged  by  the  .orders  of  the  general,  than 
the  general  runs  of  being  arrefted  by  theirs. 
At  all  events,  France  is  at  prefent  in  more 
extraordinary  and  more  critical  circum- 
ftances  than  we  have  any  record  of  any  na- 
tion's having  ever  been.  After  having, 
by  a  miraculous  effort,  overthrown  a  vaft 
fabric  of  defpotifra,  and  formed  a  new  fyf- 
tcm  of  limited  monarchy,  the  people, 
whether  with  or  without  reafon,  I  cannot 
yet  determine,  become  at  once  convinced, 
that  their  King  is  betraying  them;  they  at- 
tack his  palace,  confine  his  perfon,  and  fuf- 
pend  his  authority.  In  the  mean  time,  the 
Legiflative  Aflembly  thinking  themfelves 
juftified  by  neceflity  ia  going  thus  far,  an4 
unwilling  to  give  an  example  of  an  ufurpa- 
lion  of  power,  decree  a  National  Convention 
to  meet  within  feven  weeks,  and  that  their 
own  diflblution  fhall  take  place  as  foon  as 
the  Convention  is  formed  : — the  eledlions 
for  that  purpofe  to  go  on  at  a  time  when  the 

natioa 
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nation  itfelf  is  threatened  by  Ruffia/ Sar- 
dinia, Spain,  and  a  coalition  of  the  Princes 
of  Germany;  and  when  the  frontiers  of 
France  are  attacked  by  the  numerous  dii^ 
ciplined  forces  of  Auftria  and  Pruffia,  abetted 
by  Princes  of  the  blood,  at  the  head  of 
22,000  emigrants. 

In  fuch  circumftances,  France  may  fay 
with  Frederic  the  Second  of  Pruffia,  "  I 
know  not  whether  I  fhall  furvive  this  war ; 
but,  fure  I  am,  my  enemies  can  obtain  no 
glory  by  overcoming  me/* 

The  National  Aflembly  have  decreed, 
that  the  ftatues  in  the  public  places  ihall  b^ 
dcftroyed,  and  monuments  in  honour  of 
Liberty  iiibftituted  in  their  ftead.  The 
fiatue  of  Louis  XIIL  in  the  Place  Royal, 
thofe  of  Louis  XIV.  in  the  Places  Vendonic 
and  Vidoire,  with  that  of  Louis  XV.  in  the 
beautiful  opening  which  bore  his  name,  but 
which,  I  underftand,  is  to  bear  it  no  longer,^ 
are  already  overturned,  and  are  to  be  re- 
moved. 
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*  Iftoved.  All  the  amiable  liid  popular  qua- 
lities of  Hehry  IV,  will  not  fave  his  ftatue 
on  the  Pont  Neuf  from  the  fame  fate.  To 
the  amateurs  who  lament  over  this  as  bar- 
barous and  Gothic,  it  is  anfwered,  *'  L^art  en 
g6mira  peut-etre,  mais  pour  un  chef-d'c3euvre 
perdu,  la  Liberte  en  reproduira  mille  */* 

As  the  Aflembly  have  only  fufpended  the 
excrcife  of  the  regal  power,  but  have  not 
aboHflied  royalty,  this  decree  againft  the 
ilatues  is  rather  exceeding  the  limits  they 
had  traced  to  themfelves :  it  is  intended  nO 
tloubt  as  a  hint  to  the  Conventional  Af* 
fcmbly. 

But  whatever  reafon  the  French  may  have 
for  proceeding  in  the  manner  they  do  with 
refpe6t  to  their  own  kings  or  their  fl:atueS| 
I  fee  no  wifdom  or  neceffity  in  their  pro* 
yoking  the  hatred  of  all  the  crowned  headsl 

*  The  Arts  may  fafFer  for  a  time  ;  but  for  one  mat 
tcr-piece  that  is  dcftroyed,  Liberty  will  produce 
thottfands. 

ih 
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^in  Europe.  They  feem  to  have  ruflied  a 
littfe  wantonly  into  their  prefent  warwith  the 
Empeiror.  But  if  they  can  give  good  political 
reafons  for  that,  there  certainly  is  none  for 
"their  induflrioufly  drawing,  on  themfelves 
the  edmity  of  all  other  monarchies. 

Yet  thofe  of  the  beft  talents  ainong  them 

may  be  accufed  of  this  imprudence.    Briflbt, 

in  a  difcourfe,  pronounced  on  the  9th  of 

July  laft,   ^*  Sur  les  caufes  des  dangers  de 

la  patrie;"  talking   of  the  combination    of 

princes  againft  France,  ufes  the  following  ex- 

preflion :   "  Ces  puiflances  ne  tendent  pas  a 

prendre  quelques  villes,  a  gagner  quelques 

batailles,  a  s'arrondir,  a  s'aggrandir.     Non, 

une  idee  bien  plus  prbfonde  les  dirige  et  les 

rallie.   Le  fyfteme  de  liberte  qui  gouverne  la 

France  les  inquiete :  ils  y  voient  une  fourcc 

intariflable  d'oix  s'ecouleront,  tot  ou  tafd,  des 

torrens  qui  doivent  renverfer  tons  les  tr6ne3 

de  TEurope :  ils  voient  que  les  Rois  font 

miirs,  et  ils  veulent  prev^nir  I'epoque  ou  ils 

2  doivent 
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doiveot  tomber.  C*eft  done  ici,  Meflieurs, 
une  guerre  a  mort  entre  la  royaute  et  la 
liberte.  Les  tyfans  de  TEurope  veulent 
nous  ^crafer,  ou  perir^/* 

And  Barbaroux,  one  of  the  deputies  from 
Marfeilles,  in  anfwer  to  an  infinuation  from 
fome  of  the  members,  that  the  foederes  from 
that  town  had  defigns  againft  the  life  of  the 
King,  faid  this  morning  in  the  Aflembly, 
^  Eh^  Meffieurs,  les  Marfeillois  n'aiment 
pas  les  rois,  car  ils  font  les  fleaux  de  la  terre: 
mais  ils  ne  s'en  debarraflferont  jamais  par  ud 
crime ;  ils  attendront  le  jugement  du  pen- 
pie  fouverain:  et  d'ailleurs  Louis  XVL  a 

♦  The  chief  aim  of  thofe  powers  is  not  to  take  »  few 
towns,  or  to  gain  battles^  or  to  incrcafe  their  dominipns^ 
A  more  ferious  idea'  diredjJ  and  unites  them*  That 
fyftem  of  liberty  which  governs  France,  difquiets  them  j 
in  it  they  fee  an  inexhauftible  fourcc  from  which  tor- 
rents will  flow,  which  fooner  or  later  muft  overwhelm 
all  the  thrones  in  Europe.  They  fee  that  Kings  are 
ripe,  but  they  wifh  to  poftpone  the  time  of  their  falling. 
This,  Gentlemen,  is  a  mortal  war  between  royalty  and 
libertj — ^the  tyrants  of  Europe  muft  crulh  us,  orperiflu 
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weufe  lui-mSme  le  tombeau  de  la  royaut^ : 
c*eft  le  feul  bicn  quUl  nous  ait  fait  *." 

It  is  impoffible  for  me,  a  ftranger  juft  ar- 
rived at  Paris,  to  know  whether  the  trea- 
chery  imputed  to  the  King  is  well  or  ill 
founded  j  but  I  fee  the  neceffity  of  charging 
him  with  it,  to  juftify  the  prefcnt  meafures 
in  the  eyes  of  the  public.  At  Paris  they 
feem  inclined  enough  to  believe  the  whole* 
Whether  the  armies  and  provinces  are  in  the 
fame  difpofition,  is  yet  to  be  feen» 

Auguft  13, 

The  primary  aflemblies  for  choofing  the 

eledors  are  appointed  for  the  26th  of  this 

month.     The  eleftors  or  deputies  for  the 

*  I  acknowledge,  Gentlemen,  that  we  men  of  Mar- 
leilles  are  not  fond  of  Kings,  for  they  are  the  fcourges 
of  the  earth ;  but  we  will  never  rid  ourfelves  of  them  in 
a  criminal  manner ;  we  will  wait  for  the  judgment  of 
the  Sovereign  People.  Befides,  Lewis  the  Sixteenth 
lashimfelf  dug  the  grave  of  royalty :  it  is  the  only  good 
he  ever  did  us. 

VOL,  !•  G  enfuing 
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caftiuig  Convention  are  td  affemWe  on  the 
2d  of  September.  The  members  '  chofert 
for  the  Convention,  which  are  not  to  ex- 
ceed in  number  the  prefibnt  Legiflative  A£- 
ftmbly,  are  to  meet  at  Paris  on  the  fioth  of 
the  fame  month. 

The  formio:  diftinftion  of  the  citiwns  into 
adifs  et  non  adifs  is  fupprefled  :  ali  that  i^ 
neceflary  to  entitle  a  man  to  a  vote  ie^  that 
he  is  21  years  of  age,  a  Frenchinan,  who 
has  lived  for  one  year  in  .  the  country  6n 
his  own  revenue,  or  the  produce  of  his 
lal)our^  and  is  not  in  a  ftate  of  fervitude. 
The  eledors  are  to  have  three  livres  a  day 
during  their  miffion,  and  are  allowed  at  the 
rate  of  one  livre  a  league  for  the  diftance 
from  their  ufual  place  of  refidenee  to  that 
in  which,  the  ele£kion  of  members  for  their 
department  is  to  be  held. 

The  only  conditions  requifite  for  eligibi- 
lity, either  as  eledor  or  deputy,  are  thofe 
above  mentioned,   whatever  his  profelfion 

U 
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h  or  has  been.  The  citizens  in  the  primary 
afiemblies,  and  the  eledors  in  the  eledloral 
affembly,  are  to  take  the  oath  to  maintain 
Liberty- ahd  Equality,  oi*  die  in  defend- 
ing them*  ■ 

The  above  regulations  will  ho  doubt  be 
obferved — ^although  they  are  not  decreed^  but 
only  recommended  hy  the  prefent  Aflentibly; 
who  do  not  affume  the  fight  of  ordaining  a 
form  for  the  exercife  of  fovereignty  in  the 
formation  of  a  Nationar  Convention^ 
*   Inftead'of  ^^£fisgr,  therefore,  the  Affenv^/I 
bly  merely  invite  the  people  to  obferve  thisj/ 
method. 

In  the  mean  time,  I  occafionally  fee 
people  who,  when  the  Convention  is  men-^ 
tioned,  ftirug  their  fhoulders  and  fmile,  in  a 
manner  which  plainly  implies,  that  in  their 
opinion  there  will  be  no  Conventional  Af^ 
fembly.  And  one  perfon  iffured  me  in  a 
Whifper,  that  if  there  fhould  happen  to  be  a 
Convention  at  Piris,  oh  or  ibout  the  20th 
G  2  of 
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of  September,  he  was  convincted  it  would  be 
compofedof  Pniffiens  adifs  et  dtoyens 
pajQUfs. 

ThiSy  however,  does  not  feem  the  opi- 
nion of  the  people  in  general.  The  pul^ 
walks  are  crowded  with  men,  women,  and 
children  of  all  conditions^  with  the  moft 
gay  janconcemed  countenances  imag^ble. 
A  ftninger  juft  come  to  Paris»  without  hav- 
ing heard  of  the  late  tranfadions,  and  walk- 
ing through  the  gardens  of  the  TuilerieSt 
Place  de  Louis  XVL  and  Champs  Elifees, 
would  naturally  imagine,  from  the  frifky  be* 
haviour  and  cheerful  faces  of  the  company 
he  meets,  that  this  day  was  a  continuation 
of  a  feries  of  days  appointed  for  diilipation, 
mirth,  lind  enjoyment;  he  could  not  po£- 
fibly  ima^ne  that  the  ground  he  is  walking 
over  was  fo  lately  covered  with  the  bodies 
of  flaughtered  men;  or  that  the  gay  lively 
people  he  faw  were  fo  lately  overwhehned 
with  forrow  and  difmay. 

I  drove 
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t  drove  to  many  places  in  Paris  thbmorn-i* 
ing.*  The  epithet  royaly  which  was  formerl^r 
fo  profufely  aflumed  .and  infcribed  with 
pride  and  oftentation,  is  now  carefully 
effaced  from  every  fhop,  magazine,  auberge, 
or  hotel;  all  thofe  alfo  who  were  fo  vain  of 
announcing  oVcr  their  doors  that  they  were 
the  tradefmen  of  the  King  or  Queen,  or  ia 
any  way  employed  by  themj  have  removed 
every  word,  emblem,  or  (ign  which  could 
revive  the  remembrance  of  fucli  a  coaoec* 
tion ;  and  at  prefent  a  taylor  would  rather 
advertife  that  he  was  breeches-maker  to  a 
fans  culottes,  than  to  a  prince  of  the  blood 
royal. 

Above  the  great  g^te  of  the  church  of 
Notre  Dame,  are  the  figures  in  ftone  of 
twenty-fix  Kings  of  France,  from  Childe- 
bert  the  Firft  to  Philip  Auguft,  I  was  told 
that  in  this  general  fury  againft  kings,  all 
thofe  venerable  perfonages  had  b§en  hewn 
to  pieces  by  the  people.  I  had  the  curiofity 
G3  to 
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tcr  go  to  tfie  cathedral  oa.  pwrpofe,  c^  fee 
whether  abfiinl  zeal  had  bci^n  c;arr^Qd  th^s 
lengthy  and  :had  .the  fatififa(3ion  of  ^^iiding 
this  royal  fodety  fafe  and  uninjurfed.by  4fty 
^Rtnd  but  th4t  of  Time*   — 

The  ridiculoHs  glgan^iq  Sattfc  0f  St,  Chrif*? 
topher,  with  the  Bdu  Dij2u  iipon  his  (hoijir 
ders,  which  I  jemember'  Xq  have  ftood  foiv^ 
licierly  within  the  church  ^Js  aow  removed  j 
feut  I  belietneihe  revolution  cannbt  claim  th^ 
merit  <jf  xkm  improvement,  as  it  was  made 
Bfefbre  it  feegatf*-    ;  -  -  •  : .    .. 

.  Fro*tH  the'N&trt  Danie  I  accompanied. a 
^oung  man  to  the  <]armelites  in  the  Rue 
St.  Jacques;  he  had  a  curiofity  to  fee.  the 
famous  Magdalene  by  Le  Brun.,  The  ut- 
moft  ejQcefe  of  grief  is  ftrongly  exprefled  in 
this  pidure,  particularly  in  the  eyes  and 
tipper  part  of  the  face;  but  I  cannot  believe 
the  ftory^  (b  often  repeated,  that  the  Duchefs 
de  la  Valiere,  who  retired  to  this  convent 
when  fhe  found  herfelf  fupplanted  in  the 
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gflfe^oue  of  horn  XIV.;  by  ,M«dam6  de 
Mbntefpan,  ever  fat  foe  this  pidure*.  How 
could  it  be  belieyed  that  a  woman  who  re- 
•  tired  frpm  the  world,  whether  from  difap^ 
pointed  love, .  or  devotbri,  wpuld  afliimc, 
like  an  aiStreffi,  the  features  of  exceflive  for- 
row,  and  fit  in  a  chofen  attitude,  that  a 
painter  might  draw  her  in  a  particular  cha- 
raiSer?  Vapity  prompts  people  to  this  kind 
of  conftraii^t  every  day,  but  real  grief  or 
devoticm,  never. 

If  Ihe  never  fat  for  it  then,  it  is  ppt  proba-t 
ble  that  it  has  much  refemUance  of  Madame 
de  la  Valiere:  yet  mpre  pepple.ans  drawn  to 
fee  it,  from  the  notion  of  its  being  her  .por- 
trait, than  from  the  pleafure  they  take  in 
viewing  a  fine  pidlure.  '        '         * 

^  The  man  who  fhewed  *us  the  Carmelite 
chUrcK,  faid  there  were  at  prefqnt  fprty^ 
nuns  in  the  convent,  all  of  whom  h.^  th^ 
liberty  to  leave  it,  but  theychofe  to  r,emaio*% 
"  They  are  very  old,  I  fuppofe,'^  ^fauj  I, 
G  4  ''  On 
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**  On  the  contrary,"  replied  thc'man,  "thc» 
arefomc  of  them  young  and  handfome/* 

If  there  is  any  merit  in  retiring  from  the 
world  and  becoming  ufelefa  to  fociety,  tbefe 
nuns  have  a  claim  to  more  now  than  for^ 
merly,  fmce  they  do  that  fpontaneoufly^ 
which  before  they  poffibly  could  not  help. 

Auguft  14. 

Although  the  French  are  lefs  fubjed  to 
ennui  than  any  other  people,  yet  they  arc 
extremely  inventive  of  expedients  to  pre- 
vent it.  Of  all  the  contrivances  for  that  pur- 
pofe  I  ever  heard  of,  one  of  the  moft  Angular 
Was  what  I  was  informed  of  this  morning. 

As  I  ftood  on  the  key  of  the  Louvre, 
a  battalion^  part  of  which  was  already  on  the 
Pont  Royal,  marched  paft;  we  were  told 
that  the  mayor  of  Paris  was  in  the  front; 
they  were  condud^ing  fome  Swifs  to  the 
Abbaye.  While  I  was  contemplating  this 
ftcne,  a  man,  who  feemed  at  leaft  feventy 
years    6f  age,  entered   into   converfatioh 
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t^h  me  t  a  girl  of  about  ten  or  eleven  li^dl 
him  by  the  arm.  He  praifed  the  appear^ 
ance  of  the  men  ;  and  the  young  girl  wa» 
delighted  with  the  rough  caps  and  immeMe 
mouftaches  of  the  grenadiei^* 

•*  Mademoifelle  is  your  daughter  ?'  f^dd  L 
**  No,"  anfwered  he,  "  I  do  not  know 
that  I  ever  had  any  children,  although  I 
have  lived  all  my  life  a  bachelor.  This 
poor  little  girl,'*  added  he,  **  has  lived  with 
me  feveral  years.  She  was  quite  deftitute^ 
and  I  took  her  from  charity.  People  are 
often  at  a  lofs  how  to  amufe  themfelveSt 
particularly  towards  the  decline  of  life.  E 
have  had  a  great  deal  of  pleafttre,for  my  own 
part,  in  teaching  this  little  girl  mathematics;.** 
A  young  gentleman  who  W2»  prefent 
hurft  into  laughter ;  and  the  old  man  per« 
ceiving  that  I  could  with  difficulty  re* 
frain,  ^*  I  fee,''  (aid  he  good-humouredly^ 
^  that  you  do  not  credit  what  I  tell  you; 
but  it  b  literally  true.    I  have  &und  much 
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JUiiUfcmertt  in  ioftni^lng  thi$  child  in  alge* 
bra  and  the  mathematics.    She  is  a  very 
apt  foholar,  as  you  Ihall  fee, 
;•  *^  Tell  me,    my  dear,    what   are    the 
three  angles  of  any  triangle  equal  to  ?" 

•'  Two  right  angke,''  anfwered  fhe. 

''  Exaaiy,"  faid  the  old  man ;  *•  and 
]^ray,  what  is  the  cube  .root  of  eight  ?'* 

"  Two,"  anfwered  the  girl. 
/  *'  And  what    is  the  cubic  number  of 
four  ?'*  refumed  he. 
.    She  immediately  replied,  ^*  Sixty-four.'' 

Having  enjoyed  our  furprife  a  little,  and 
finding  we  were  going  a  diflferent  road,  he 
topk  his  leave  of  us  in  high  fpirits,  and 
walked  away  with  the  girl  holding  his  arm. 
I  mention  this  rencontre  merely  for  its  fin- 
gularity,  and  not  by  way  of  advice  to  men 
in  the  decline  of  life.  For,  although  it 
feems  to  have  fucceeded  wonderfully  with 
this  particular  old  man,  it  would  be  rafh  to 
infer,  that  it  would  be  equally  fafe  and  fa- 
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lutary  for  every  old  man: to  awiu&Jiifji-r 
felf  in  teaching  a  young  girl  mathenmtigpir  i 

On  quitting  him  I  walked  *t<&.the>Nfht 
ttbhal  Aflembly.  One  of  the  cannoneer 
who  had  diftinguifhed  himfelf  jn  the^aitian* 
of  the  I  oth,  on  the  fide  of  the  people,  wa&* 
at  the  bar,:  a  toafi:derable  quantity  of  filver 
plate  Imi4  bee.n .  taken  by  this  man  frora^ 
ifcofewho  bad  ftolen  it  from  the  palace; 
and  having  been  brought  by  hito  to  the 
Affembly,  now  lay  oh  the  table. 

Many  inftandcs  of  the  fame  difinterefted 
fpirit  were  exhibited,  as  I  have  been  re- 
peatedly told  by  thofe  who  were  prefent  in 
the  Aflembly  immediately  after  the  engage- 
ment. The  jewels  of  the  Queen,  many 
mafly  pieces  of  plate,  very  valuable  pieces 
of  furniture  which  could  have  been  eafily 
concealed,  all  the  filver  utenfils  belonging 
to  the  chapel,  were  brought  to  the  Aflem- 
bly by  thofe  who  made  the  firfl  irruption 
into  the  palace.     Some  poor  fellows  who 
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had  not  Trhole  clothes  on  theit  back^^ 
brought  little  facks  of  gold  and  filver  coin, 
and  departed  them  unopened  in  the  hall 
ci  the  Affcmbly,  One  foldier  brought  .hi» 
luic  full  of  louis)  and  emptied  it  on  the 
table* 

It  is  in  the  times  of  great  political  ftruggles 
and  revolutions,  that  the  minds  of  men  are 
moOi  apt  to  be  exalted  above  the  felfilh 
confiderations  of  ordinary  life :  thofe  are 
the  epochs  of  great  virtues  as  well  as  of 
gr^t  vices.  It  is  an  error  to  imagine,  that 
iiien  of  the  lowcft  rank  in  life  arc  unfuf- 
ceptible  of  heroic  and  generotis  fentiments* 
AH  who  are  fufceptible  of  .-enthufiafm  arc 
capable  of  being  aduated  by  them.  It  is 
the  minions  of  fortune,  thofe  who  have 
been  pampered  from  their  infancy  by  the 
hand  of  luxui:y,  and  early  accuftomed  to 
every  kind  of  profufion^  whofe  minds  fink 
into  torpor  fot  want  of  exertion  ;  it  is  fuch 
as  thofe  that  are  the  irioft  likely  to  be  un- 
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fufceptible  of  generous  fentimentSt  and  in« 
<;;»pable  of  heroic  efforts* 

Aiiguft  15. 

I  went  this  morning  to  call  on  M.  Gau- 
t^  the  banker.  As  I  crofled  the  court  to 
go  to  his  office,  I  met  an  old  gentlemaa. 
whofe  face  I  thought  I  had  feen  before, 
but  was  not  certain.  We  faluted  each 
other  without  fpeaking.  When  I  entered, 
I  was  informed  by  M.  Gautier  it  was  the 
Abbe  RaynaL  I  was  happy  at  this  infor- 
mation,  becaufe  I  had  heard^,  that  hap^ 
pening  to  have  flept  the  preceding  night 
m  the  palace  of  the  Tuileries,  he  had  beea 
killed  on  the  morning  of  the  10th,  as  I  fear 
many  real  friends  of  liberty  were. 

Although  the  National  Affembly  had  de- 
creed, that  the  Royal  Family  fhould  be 
bdged  in  the  palace  of  Luxembourg,  thU 
was  delayed,  becaufe  a  deputation  from  the 
Scdion  des  Quatre  Nations  reprefented  to. 

the 
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ttie  Aflembly,  tliat  there  are  fubterraneous 
paflages  belonging  to  ttiat  building,  by 
which  the  King  might  be  carried  off. 

On  the  fam^  day  another  petition  was 
ptefehted  of  a  finguiar  nature  indeed.  In' 
this  the  Affably  are  reproached  for  having 
decreed  only  the  fufpenfion  of  the  King^ 
when  alt  France  wifhes  his  being  dethroned. 
^  Pourquoi,"  continue  thefe  modeft  peti- 
tioners, "  attendre  la  Convention  Natio* 
nale  ?  Le  peuple  eft  la  pour  fan£lionner  vos 
decrcts.  Louis  XVI.  eft  atteint  de  la  ma- 
lediction nationale  ;  il  a  lachement  fui  de 
fon  palais,  pour  laifler  plus  audacieux  les 
aflaffins  du  peuple  ;  il  n'eft  venu  dans  vo- 
tre  fein  que  pour  di£ter  votre  arret,  fi  fes 
agens  euflent  ^te  vi£torieux.  Des  veuves,^ 
des  enfans  defoles  vous  demandent  venge- 
ance. Qui  de  votis  n'eft  pas  difpofe  a  deve- 
nir  le  juge  fev^re  du  fc^lerat  Louis  XVI  ? 
Coihmand^z  Vos  generaux  de    faire  lire 
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a  tous  les  peuples  la  declaration  des  droit* 
de  rhomme,  et  de  proclamer  la  guerre  a 
tous  les  tyrans  *.'* 

The  terms  in  which  thofe  petitioners 
mention  the  King,  are  equally  odious  ori 
account  of  their  barbarity  and  their  falfe- 
hood. 

They  are  alfo  infolent  to  the '  National 
Aflembly,  which  has  declared,  that  not 
prefuming  to  determine  what  the  wijl  of 
the   nation   is    refpedting   the    King,    this 

*  Why  wait  for  the  National  Convention?  The 
people  are  ready  to  fanftion  your  decrees.  Lewis  XVI. 
is  covered  with  the  curfes  of  his  country.  He  fliamc- 
fully  abandoned  his  palace,  that  the  aflaffins  of  the 
people  might  aft  more  boldly.  He  came  among  you 
for  no  other  purpofebut  to  pronounce  your  condemna- 
tion, if  his  troops  had  been  viftorious.  "Widows  and 
wretched  infants  call  to  you  for  vengeance.  Can  any 
of  you  be -unwilling  to  become  the  fevere  judge  of  the 
flagitious  Lewis  ?  Give  orders  to  your  generals  that 
the  declaration  of  the  rights  of  man  be  read  to  evfery 
people,  and  let  thena  declare  war  againft  all  tyrants. 
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point  U  left  to  the  decUion  of  the  nation 
itfelf»  to  be  exprefled  by  the  organ  <^  a 
Convention  of  its  own  choofing.  This  is 
all  unneceflary,  lay  the  petitioners.  What 
you  do  not  know  we  will  tell  you.  All  the 
people  wiih  the  King  to  be  dethroned ; 
take  our  word  for  it^  and  fave  the  trouble 
of  calling  a  Conventional  AflTembly. 

If,  however^  this  addrels  to  the  Allem* 
biy  is  intended  as  an  order ^  which  I  am  in- 
formed many  late  petitions  are,  thjm  all 
the  exprefBons  are  not  fo  improper;  we 
are  then  only  furprifed  at  its  being  entitled 
a  petition. 

The  Commune  de  Paris,  which  is  a 
council  or  aflembly  compofed  of  members 
from  the  48  fedions  of  Paris,  not  approv- 
ing of  the  Luxembourg  for  the  King's 
refidence,  fent  a  deputation  to  the  bar  of 
the  National  Aflembly,  where  Manuel,  their 
procureur,  faid,  "  La  France  eft  libre,  car 
Louis  eft  fujet  de  la  loi.     Nous  venous 
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TDuspropoferpoHr  fa  dcmcUre  le  Temple — 
nous  vous  prdpbfons  de  le  faire  conduire  , 
avec  tout  le  refpeSi  dd  a  rin/Qriuni^^'  &c. 

The  Aflecnbly  applauded  his  fpeech,  and 
agreed  to  the  propcfal  j  but  it  were  to  be 
tviflied  that  the  treatmetit  of  the  unfortunate 
family  hkd  correfponded  with  the  fentimenti 
which  the  Aflembly  approved. 

The  lodgeor  box  in  which  the  royal  family 
fat  for  three  days  from  morning  till  night,  is 
a  fmall  room  of  about  nine  or  ten  feet  fquarc, 
at  the  prefident's  right  hand,  and  feparated 
from  the  hall  of  tlie  Aflembly  by  fmall  iron 
bars :  the  entry  is  behind  from  the  corridor 
into  a  kind  of  fmall  clofet,  through  which 
you  pafs  into  the  lodge.  This  clofet  was  the 
only  place  into  which  they  could  retire;  and 
they  came  into  the  lodge  at  nine  of  the  morn^ 

*  Francejs  free,  becaufc  Lewis  is  fubjeft  to  law,— 
Wc  propofc  the  Temple  for  his  refidence,  and  we 
wife  him  to  be  conduced  thither  with  all  the  regard 
due  to  the  unfortunate. 
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ing  of^the  loth) and  reoiain^d  till  midnighti 
when  they  were  coaduded  to  an  adjacent 
committee-room,  where  they  pafled  the 
night,  returning  to  the  lodge  about  tea  in 
the  morning, 

On  the  nth  and  12th  they  retired  at 
about  nine  or  ten  at  night ;  and  on  the  X3th 
they  were  condudlcd  to  their  prifon  at  the 
Temple.  As  this  fmall  clofet  was  the  only 
place  to  which  they  could  retire,  they  were 
under  the  neceffity  of  taking  every  refrefli-i 
ment  they  needed  through  the  day,  thare* 
On  the  loth  the  King  ate  nothing  but  a 
little  bifcttit  and  a  glafs  of  lemonade  j  the 
Queen,  nothing  but  a  bafon  of  foup.  On 
the  fubfequent  days  they  had  their  dinner 
from  a  neighbouring  traitcur,  wluch  -wai 
ferved  in  the  fame  little  cloiet.  Their  fote 
occupation,  during  all  this  time,  was  hear- 
ing the  debates  of  the  Aflembly.  This 
would  probably  have  been  a  fevere  punifh- 
ment,  although   perfonal   abufe  had  been. 

abf^aijaed 
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|i)ft4Ae4  from;  which,  however,  wais  hbt 
^ways  the  cafe*  One  member*,  in  thei 
toidft  of  his  harangue,  faid,  ^*  that  all  the 
bloodshed  of  that  day,  and  all  the  tniferies 
of  the  country,  were  owing  to  the  perjury 
and  tre^fon  of  that  traitor,"  pointing  to  the 
King.  This  certainly  was  not  ohferving 
i^f  le  re^e^  dd  ^  rinfortune.  To  give  way  to 
fuch  an  outrage  againft  a  man^  not  to  fay  a 
King,  in  this  unhs^ppy  fituation,  requited 
the  he?irt  of  a  tig^r^  and  the  manners  of  a 
Capuchftu 

Some  time  qifter  the  firing  on  the  1 6th 
l8ras  quite  over^  the  Queen,  being  impatient 
to  know  the  p?u:ticttl*rs  of  what  had  paflcd^ 
iiefired  a  young  maxi  who  had  the  care  o£ 
the  bqx,  with  whom  I  have  converfed^  to 
go  to  the  Tuileries  and  Caroufelj  and  bring 
ker  an  account  of  what  he  faw.  The  young 
jsian  went;  and  without  making  a  very  mi-^ 
iiute  fiirvey,    or  walking    over   half  the 

*  Chabot,  jformcrly  a  Capuchin  Friar; 

■  Ha  groUtld 
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ground  on  which  the  fighting  had  been,  he 
reported  that  he  had  counted  a  hundred  and 
twenty  dead  bodies.  The  Queen  Ihed 
tears  at  this  report,  and  afked  him  no  more 
queftions  on  that  fubjedt. 

It  muft  feem  ftrange,  the  whole  Aflembly 
being  witnefs  to  the  uncomfortable  and  inde- 
cent fituation  of  the  royal  family  for  fo  long 
a  fpace  of  time,  that  none  of  them  propofed  to 
remedy  it ;  which  might  have  been  done,  in 
fome  degree,  by  their  having  the  ufe  of  fome 
other  fmall  rooms  which  are  under  the  fame 
roof  with  the  Affembly  halL 

I  fuppofe  that  thofe  who  wifhed  it,  were 
afraid  to  fhew  any  attention  to  the  royal 
family;  and  thofe  who  could  have  done  it 
with  fafety,  wanted  the  inclination;  for  it 
is  evident  that  a  confiderable  part  of  the 
members,  fince  the  decifive  aifair  of  the 
loth,  are  under  perfon^l  apprehenfxon. 
Thofe  who  voted  in  favour  of  M*  la  Fayette 
have  been   threatened    by   the    populace. 

Gorfas, 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


(     loi     ) 

GorfaSi  the  editor  of  the  Courrier,  has  been 
applied  to,  to  publifh  their  names,  which. 
he  humanely  refufes  to  do.  The  only 
moaning  of  fuch  requeft  pertainly  is  to  point 
them  out  to  the  fury  of  the  mob. 

When  the  royal  family  were  conduded 
from  their  very  narrow  apartment  in  the 
AfTembly  to  the  Temple,  the  affluence  of 
people  was  prodigious;  they  exaded  that 
the  windows  of  the  carriage  (hould  be  kept 
down — this  was  complied  with.  In  going 
through  the  Place  Vendome,  whether  it 
happened  from  the  mere  confluence  of 
people,  or  by  premeditated  defign,  the 
carriage  was  flopped  a  confiderable  time 
near  the  overturned  ftatue  of  Louis  XIV. 

The  Queen  was  thought  to  throw  difdain-» 
ful  looks  on  the  people.  Whether  this  was 
really  the  cafe,  or  imaginary,  I  know  not; 
but  I  am  aflTured  that  Pction,  the  mayor  of 
Paris,  who  wjis  in  the  coach,  begged  of  the 
Queen  tp  look  with  more  mildnefs,  asfome 
H3  ^  oC 
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6f  tiicm  ffeemcd  provoked,  afld  lie  drei&t^ 
the  confequence. 

Her  Majefty  after  this  threw  down  her 
eyes  without  looking  at  the  people  at  all. 

The  King  feemed  lefs  forrowful  at  pen? 
five.  When  they  were  going  into  the  car- 
riage at  the  Aflembly  hall,  fome  one  faid, 
they  were  putting  too  many  into  the  coach. 
On  which  his  Majefty,  with  a  look  of  good 
humour,  replied,  **  Not  at  all ;  M.  Petion 
knows  that  1  can  fupport  a  much  longer 
journey  with  a  gi'eat  many  in  the  carriage.** 

This  alluded  to  his  return  to  Parrs  after 
being  flopped  at  Vafennes,  when  the  King, 
Queen,  Dauphin,  and  Madame  Elizabeth, 
with  Barnave  and  Petion,  were  all  in  the 
fame  carriage. 

There  were  fome  cries  of  Vive  la  Nation! 
as  they  pafled  through  the  ftreets ;  but  on 
the  whole  the  people  were  more  filent  and 
lefs  tumultuous  than  was  expeded  by  many, 

and 
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and  the  royad  family  arrived  fafely  at  the 
Temple. 

The  Princcfs  Lamballe,  Madame  Tour- 
zclJe,  governefs  of  the  royaLchildren,  and 
fome  other  women  of  the  Queen's  family, 
Were  carried  to  the  Temple  at  the  fame  time. 

There  have  been  a  great  number  of  per* 
fons  arretted  fmce  the  i  oth.  All  thofe  who 
^re  known  to  have  paffed  the  night  between 
tbe>9th  and  loth  in  the  palace  of  the  Tuile- 
ries,  or  are  fufpeded  of  it,  are  feafched  for 
'Wfth  diligence.  Two  men  accufed  of  an 
intention  of  afTaffinating  Petion  have  been 
takdn  iip,  and  are  in  prifon.  "What  proofs 
there  are  of  fuch  an  intention,  I  know  not ; 
but  it  is  a  very  ferious  rnisfortune,  at  this 
particular  time,  to  be  under  the  fufpicion. 

While  I  was  in  the  Aflembly,  fome  mem- 
bers propofed  a  call  of  the  houfe,  by  way  of 
afcertaining  who  were  prefent  during  the 
late  important  fittings.  It  was  at  firft  agreed 
for  the  morrow  at  jnid-d^y;  but  one  calling 
H  4  out 
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out  "  this  night  at  midnight,"  this  laft  pror 
pofal,  which  feems  a  little  whimfical,  wsrf 
adopted. 

The  extretnc  fenfibility  and  vivacity  of 
the  French  prompt  them  too  often  to  de- 
cide on  fudden  impulfes,  without  taking 
time  to  weigh  and  deliberate.  Jn  the  pre- 
fent  inftance,  a  rapidity  of  decifion  can  he 
of  no  confequence;  but  they  fometimes 
fliew  the  fame  quickneft  in  mjjtterg  of  ferir 
ous  import, 

A  little  Englifh  phlegm  would  be  of  ufg 
in  their  councils. 

I  underftand  that  thofc  appointed  to  exa- 
mine the  papers  of  Monf  Laporte  have 
found  matters  of  accufation  againft  the 
King,  and  the  minifter  himfelf ;  and  alfo 
fome  curious  papers  concerning  the  myC- 
terious  bufmefs  of  the  pearl  necklace,  aad 
Madame  de  la  Motte. 

Auguft  1 6. 
Having  made  it  my  bufinefs,  ever  fince  I 

have 
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Ji»vj9  hepa  In  France,  to  take  every  oppor- 
tunUy  pfponverfing  with  the  people,  I  fiftd 
a  great  alteration,  I  will  not  venture  to  fay 
in  their  fendments,  bu(  aflUredly  in  their 
difcourfe. 

Before  the  loth  of  this  month,  many 
fpoke  in  favour  of  the  King,  and  juftified 
his  giying  the  veto  to  the  two  decrees  of 
the  National  Aflembly-^— one  refpefting  a 
camp  of  20,000  men  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Paris,  and  the  other  regarding  the  priefts 
who  refufed  to  take  the  oaths  to  the  Con* 
ftitution;  theyfaid,  "  the  King  had  a  right, 
by  the  Cpnftitution,  to  make  tife  of  this 
power  of  rejeding  decrees  at  his  difcretion, 
and  that  none  but  feditioqs  perfons  would 
attempt  to  force  his  confent.'* 

They  blamed  thofe,  as  fuch,  who  had  ex- 
cited the  tumultuous  proceffion  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  fuburbs  on  the  20th  of  June; 
lamented  that  the  executive  power  was  not 
ftrong  enough  to  punifh  them;  hoped  that 

this 
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this  would  foon  be  -the  cafe ;  and  cjeclarcd 
tkeir  belief  that  the  Kiag  was  calumniated 
by  fadious  men  who  were  enemies  to  the 
Conftitution,  while  he  fmcerely  -wiflbed  to 
maintain  it  according  to  the  oaths  he  had 
taken. 

jSome  tradefmen  who  did  duty  as  nation^ 
guards  have  acknofwledged  to  me,  th^ 
when  called  to  »ms  on  the  night  of  the 
.9rth,  they  confidered  that  the  porpofe  for 
which  they  w«c  naffembled,  was  ^o  repel 
any  attack  on  the  palace^  and  defend  the  per- 
fons  of  the  rpyal  family;'  which  duty  it  was 
their  intention  to  perform,  till  they  heard 
the  general  cry  that  the  Swifs  were  maffa- 
tring  the  people;  and  then  they  joined  with 
the  citizens  againft  the  Swifs,  and  thofe  ini 
the  caftle.  ^ 

The  truth,  I  have  reafon  to  believe,  is, 
that  few  of  the  national  guards  took  part  in 
the  adion  till  the  palace  was  forced,  and 
the  Swifs  with  ^11  within  it  began  to  fly: 

and 
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$nd  if  the  fccderes  and  thofe  from  tibe 
fuburbs  had  been  difperfed,  a  great  part  of 
the  national  guards  would  have  declared  in 
that  event,  as  they  did  in  the  other,  for  the 
vidorious  party.  • 

Now  every  body  feems  to  have  the  fame 
fentiments,   and  hold  the  fame  language, 
namely,  that  the  King  was  in  correfpond- 
ence  with  the  emigrant  princes,  and  betray- 
ing the  country  to  the  enemy.    Certain  pa- 
pers have  been  found  in  the  palace,  which, 
it  is  faid,  make  it  very  clear.     On  this  fub- 
jc£t  I  have  not  as  yet  been  able  to.form  a 
decided  opinion ;  nor  am  I  at  all  certain  that 
the  fentiments,  which  I  hear  announced  by 
thofe  who  have  furer  grounds  of  judging, 
are  conformable  to  their  real  opinion  ;  for  it 
is  by  no  means  fafe  to  avow  any  way  of 
thinking  but  one. 

Great  pains  are  taken  to  convince  the 
people  at  large  of  the  treachery  of  the  court, 
f^nd  that  a  profcription  was  made,  and  a 

maflacre 
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inaflacre  intended,  of  the  moft  diftinguifhoi 
patriots,  in  cafe  the  court  had  been  vi^o- 
rious:  this  is  not  only  infinuated  ia  the 
journals,  but  pafted  up  in  printed  papers  on 
the  walls  all  over  Paris. 

In  the  mean  time,  in  the  gardiens  of  the 
Tuileries,  in  the  Place  de  Louis  XV.  and 
Palais  Royal,  men  a,re  feen  mounted  oil 
chairs  haranguing  to  little  circles  which 
form  around  them :  the  continual  theme  of 
thefe  orators,  who  are  no  doubt  hired  for 
the  purpofe,  is  the  treachery  of  the  King, 
and  the  profligacy  of  the  Queen,  whom  they 
generally  diftinguifli  by  the  appellation  of 
Monfieur  a,nd  Madame  Veto, 

When  I  fee  fuch  artful  induftry  to  en- 
rage the  people  againft  the  King  and  Queen, 
and  hear  of  intended  mafTacres  without  any 
proofs,  fo  far  from  being  convinced  of  the 
truth  of  what  is  fo  afliduoufly  circulated,'  I 
rather  dread  that  all  thefe  pains  are  taken  to 

prepare 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


(     t09    ) 

prepare  the  people's  minds  for  meafuret 
which  cannot  yet  be  avowed. 

The  influence  of  theatrical  entertainments 
on  the  public  mind  is  too  powerful  to  be 
ncgleifled  on  the  prefent  occafion :  the  mu- 
Cc,  the  pantomime,  and  the  new  pieces 
brought  forth,  all  are  calculated  to  infpirc 
fentiments  and  paflions  favourable  to  the 
fecond  Revolution^  for  the  affair  of  the  i  oth 
is  already  dignified  with  that  name. 

I  am  much  miftaken,  however,  if  there 
was  not  a  confiderable  rifk  of  its  terminat- 
ing fo  as  that,  inftead  of  a  revolution,  it 
would  have  been  cialled  a  rebellion;  in  which 
cafe  we  Ihould  have  heard  a  very  different 
language  from  the  fame  mouths  at  the 
theatres. 

Auguft  17^. 

I  have  had  a  great  curiofity  to  fee  the 
/famous  club  of  Jacobins  ever  fince  my  ar- 
,rival  at  Paris,  which  was  not  gratified  till 

th;s 
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this  evening,  when  one  of  th^  mecdibefd 
procured  me  adtnif&on.. 

This  fociety  originatjcd  in  a  fmdl  nam- 
hct  of  deputies  from  Brittany,  who  occa- 
fionally  met  at  Verfailles  in  the  year  1 789^ 
Many  deputies  from  other  provinces,  the 
mpft  zealous  for  liberty,  foon  joined  themj 
and  even  fome  of  the  fame  difpofition  who 
were  not  deputies,  were  admitted  into  thcJ 
fociety,  which  then  had  the  name  of  Co- 
mite  Breton. 

In  this  fociety  it  was  firft  propofed  td 
conftitute  the  majority  of  the  Eftates  Ge^ 
neral  into  a  National  Aflembly* 

When  the  National  Aflembly  was  tranf- 
fierred  to  Paris,  thb  fociety  held  its  meetings 
in  the  convent  of  Jacobins  in  the  Rue  8fo 
Honore,  and  aflumed  the  name  of  Societe  del 
la  Revolution,  and  afterwards  that  of  Amis 
de  la  Conftitution  ;  but  they  are  generally 
called  fimply  Jacobins.  A  great  number  of" 
the  moft  diftinguifhed   for  talents  of  the 

Aflembly, 

I 
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AlTemblyv  as  well  as  of  the  citizens  ef  Parfsj 
were  gradually  ele<Jl€d  members  j  and  thtf 
number,  I  am  told,   has  been  above  1400* 

The  avowed  bufinefs  of  this  fociety  is  to 
deliberate  and  debate  on  fubjeiSs  of  govern- 
ment, and  watch  over  the  general  intcrefts 
of  liberty. 

Societies  of  the  fame  name  and  nature  arc 
cftabliihed  all  over  France,  which  hold  a 
regular  correfpondence  with  the  parent  fo- 
ciety at  Paris — and,  by  mutually  communi- 
cating information  and  advice,  ad:  with 
wonderful  efficacy  on  important  occafions. 

M,  Alexander  Lameth  and  M,  Duport, 
aa  I  have  been  informed,  were  the  firft  who 
propofed  the  proje(3:  of  eftablifliingfocieties 
of  the  fame  kind  with  the  Jacobins  of  Pari^ 
all  over  France,  and  having  a  regular  cor- 
refpondence with  them. 

This   conftant  intercourfe  accounts  for 

the  immediate  and   iiniverfal  approbation 

which  has  been  given  through  all  the  de- 

2  partmenti 
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partmcnts  to  certain  meafurcs  of  the  Afleni- 
bly ;  which  muft  have  appeared  very  extra- 
ordinary to  foreigners,  unacquainted  with 
this  conftant  rapid  circulation  of  fentiment. 
I  underftand  there  are  at  leaft  ten  thoufand 
focieties  of  this  kind  in  France. 

Moft  queftions  of  great  importance  are 
difcuffed  in  the  Jacobin  fociety  of  Paris,  be- 
fore they  are  introduced  into  the  National 
Aflembly ;  and  the  fuccefs  they  are  likely  to 
have  in  the  fecond,  may  be  generally 
known  by  that  which  they  have  had  in  the 
firft. 

The  hall  in  which  the  Jacobins  meet,  is 
fitted  up  nearly  in  the  fame  ftyle  with  that 
of  the  National  Aflembly,  The  tribune,  or 
pulpit  from  which  the  members  fpeak,  is 
qppofite  to  that  in  which  the  prefident  is 
feated :  there  is  a  table  for  the  fecretaries 
and  galleries  for  a  large  audience  x>£  botK 
fexes,  in  the  one  as  in  the  other.  Men  are 
appointed,  who  walk  through  the  hall  to 

command 
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command,  of  rather  folicit,  filence  when  the 
debate  becomes  turbulent  at  the  club  of  Jaco- 
bins, in  the  fame  manner  as  the  huiffiers  do  at 
the  National  AfTembly,  and  ufually  with  as 
little  efFedt :  the  bell  of  the  prefident,  and 
voices  of  the  huiffiers,  are  equally  difiregarded 
in  ftormy  debates  at  both  Aflemblies :  it  is 
doubtful  if  -^olus  himfelf,  who 

Luftantes  ventos  rempeftatefquc  fonoras 
Impctio  premit, 

could  at  once  filence  certain  turbulent  mem- 
bers,  when 

Illi  indignantes  magno  cum  murmurc— — 
Circum  clauftra  fremunt. 

I  have  been  told  that  fome  of  the  moft 
diftinguifhed  members  in  point  of  talent  and 
charader,  have  lately  withdrawn  from  this 
fociety,  and  that  it  is  not  now  on  fuch  a  re- 
fpedlable  footing  as  it  has  been.  Roberf- 
pierre,  who  was  a  member  of  the  Gonftl- 
tuent  Affembly,  and  of  courfe  cannot  be  of 
the  prefent,  has  great  fway  in  the  club  of 

VOL.  J.  I  Jacobins. 
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Jacobins,  hy  which'  means  Ws  infloeace  ia 
the  Aflembly,  and  in  the  common  council 
of  Paris,  is  very  confiderable.  •       • 

M.  la  tayette,  in  his  famous  letter  of 
the  1 6th  of  June,  from  the  camp  of  Mau- 
beuge,  fpeaking  of  this  fociety,  fays,  "  La 
faction  Jacobine  a  caufe  tons  lea  defordresi 
c'eft  elle  que  ^m  accufe  hautemcnt.  .  Or-^- 
ganifee  comme  un  empire  a  part,  et  aveugle- 
ment  dirigee  par  quelques  chefs  amhitieux, 
cette  fefte  forme  une  corporation  diftindte 
au  milieu  du  peuple  Fran^ois^  dont  elle 
ufiirpe  les  pouvoirs,  en  fubjugant  fes  repre- 
fentans  et  fes  mandataires  */* 

This  letter  to  the  National  Affembly,  ^xd 
his  leaving  his  army  and  appearing  in  the 
Affembly  on  the  28th  of  June,  turned  the 

*  The  Jacobin  faftion  has  produced  all  the  diforders;. 
It  is  that  fociety  which  I  loudly  accufe.  Organized  like 
an  empire,  and  blindly  governed  by  fome  ambitiou* 
men,  this  fociety  forms  a  difl;in£l  corporation  in  the 
middle  of  the  French  nation,  whofc  power  it  ufurps, 
and  whofe  reprcfentatives  it  fubdues. 

tide 
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^  Qf  popularity  entirely  ^ai'^  ^^?^i 
^Hdxhevt  U  9fi  prefeat  a  rumour  thsrft  Ge-?* 
neral  la  Fayette  is  going  to  marchhis  army 
againft  Paris* 

TJiete  was  jiot,  properly  fpeaking^  a  cle« 
W^  at  the  Jacobius  to-day,  but  rather  a  Xe^ 
th^of  violent  fpeedhes  agaipft  him*  I  un-» 
cietfiaildiiidei^i  that  of  iate  the  j^akers  are 
gep^ally  of  one  opinion;  for  Rob^rfpierre's 
pfitti&ns  raife  focji  aiipife  when  any  one 
att^pts  to  utter.feQtim^nts  oppofite  to  what 
be  i^  known  to  ^mamtain,  tl^at  the  voice  of 
IHq  ip^ak^r  is  drowned,  and  he  is  obliged  to 
yiel4  ^hc  tribune  to  another  orator  whofe 
dodrine  is  more  palatable. 

iThe  moft  univerfally  agreeable  motion 
that  was  made  while  I  was  prefent  was, 
that  a  price  ihould  be  fet  on  the  head  of  M. 
]a  Fayette,  and  that  chaque  citoyen  piii 
courirfus ;  which  is  as  much  as  to  fay,  that 
any  body  that  pleafed  to  murder  him  ihould 
be  rewarded  for  fo  doing* 

I  a  A  little 
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'  A  little  before  the  Aflembly  broke  up/ 
one  o£  the  Maifeillois,  \^hb  feemfed  rvot  to 
be  an  officer,  mounted  the  tribnrte:  he 
faid  there  was  a  report  that  the  commiC* 
fioners  from  the  Aflembly  to  La  Fayette's 
army  were  arretted  at  Sedan;  if  fo,  that 
he  and  others  of  his  countryrtien  intended 
to  afk  permiffion  of  the  National  Aflfembly 
to  .m^rch  to  Sedari,  and  return  with  the 
headsr-of  thofe  vHlaihs  whci'had  prefumed  to 
arreft  their  commi^oners.^ — ^*  Nous  fom* 
mes/'  continued  he,  "  deef  pauYrcs  gens  qui 
couchent  fur  la  paille;  mats  quand  il  s'agit  dirt 
bonheur  de  la  patrie,  nous  tious  mbntrerohs 
des  hommes  du  dix  d' Aout  *.** 

There  were  abundance  of  women  in  the 
galleries;  but  as  there  were  none  in  the  body 
of  the  hall  where  the  members  are  featedj- 1 
was  furprifed  to  fee  one  enter  and 'take  bfer 

*  We  ztt  but  poor  fellows,  who  lie  upon  ftraw ;  but 
when  our  country  is  in  danger,  we  will  difplay  the  fan^e 
fpirit  we  did  on  the  loth  of  Auguft. 

feat 
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J55it  among  them :  f^e  was  drefled  in  a  kind 
of  Engliija  ^ding-habit,,but  her  jacket, was 
jhe  uniform  of  the  national  guards.  *  On 
enquiry,  I  was  informed  that  the  name  ojf 
this  amazpn  is  Mademoifelle  ^  Theroigne: 
^e^diftinguiflied  herfelf  in  the  adion  of  the 
joth,  by  rallying  thofe  who  fled,  and  at* 
tacking  a  fecond  time  at  dac  head  of  the 
Marfeillois,  .  .  , 

She  feems  about  one  or  two  and  thirty^ 
isu  fomewhat  above  the  middle  fize  of  wo^ 
men,. and  has  a  fmart  martial  air^  ^hich.  in 
a  m^P  would  not  be  difagreeable. 
,  I  walked  home  about .  nine  :  the  night 
WHS.^mcpmtlionly  dark;  my  way  lay  acrofs 
the  Carpufel,  along,  the  Pont  Royal,  to  the 
f^uxbourg  St.  Germain.  I  have  frequently 
come  the  fame  w^y  alone  from  the  CafFe  de 
Foy  in  the  Palais  Royal  after  it  was  dark.  I 
never  was  attacked,  nor  have  I  heard  of  a 
fingle  ftreet  robbery,  or  houferbreaking^ 
iince  I  have  been  i»  Paris* 

I  3  This 
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This  fecms  to  me  Very  remarkable,  in 
the  ungovernable  ftate  in  which  Paris  may 
be  luppofcd  to  be  fince  the  loth  of  thii 
month. 

The  mob  certainly  killed  on  the  fpot 
feveral  men  on  that  day  who  attempted  to 
Ileal  the  plate  of  the  palace;  they  are  eafily 
iexcited  to  aflaffinate  any  body  who  is  point* 
ed  out  to  them  as  a  Chevalier  du  Poignr.rd, 
or  a  traitor  to  Ihe  c6untry.  Society  is  af- 
furedly.in  a  m<:^  dangeroud  and  dreadful 
ftate,  when  a  fet  of  hdt^headed  igncrant 
men,  affbming  the  prerogatives  of  judget 
and  executioners,  commit  fuch  cXceffcs 
with  impunity.  But  it  is  fingular  that  thofe 
who  carry  their  contempt  of  law  and  ord^ 
a  more  criminal  length  than  the  highway- 
man and  houfe-breaker,  do  not  occalionally . 
rob  in  the  ftreets  and  highways  alfo;  and  it 
muft  appear  in  a  peculiar  manner  ftrange 
to  perfons  accuftomed  to  live  in  a  country 
where  there  are  frequeat  robberies  and  bur*. 

glaries. 
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glaries,  in  fjpitc  of  the  government's  being 
tindifturbe(i,  and  the  laws  in  full  force,  to 
find  none  where  all  the  hioges  and  fupports 
of  law  and  government  are  loofe,  and 
fhaking  from  a  recent  convulfion. 

Auguft  18. 

The  accounts  of  the  commiflaries  from 
the  National  Aflembly  being  arrefted  at 
Sedan,  is  confirmed. 

M.  de  la  Fayette  having  been  advifed  br 
couriers  from  his  friends  at  Paris,  of  what 
was  intended,  immediately  fent  diredions 
to  the  magiftrates  of  Sedan  to  arreil  the 
xrommifTaries  as  foon  as  they  entered  the 
town :  he  reprefented  what  had  happened 
in  Paris  on  the  loth,  as  the  temporary  in- 
furre£tion  of  a  mob,  which  would  foon  be 
xiuelled,  and  by  this  means  prevailed  on  the 
magiftrates  to  arreft  and  imprifon  them  as 
impoftors. 

'  It  would  feem  from  this,  however,  that 
he   is    not   perfedly    fure    of  his   army ; 

^  I   4  other- 
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otherwife  hie  would  probably  hayc  allowed 
the  commiflaries  to  advance  to  the  army, 
and  then  arrefted  them  as  rebels.  It  de- 
pends on  the  army  whether  the  general  or 
the  commiflaries  fhall  be  judged  rebels* 

In  the  mean  time,  the  National  Aflem- 
bly  have  fent  two  new  commiflaries  to  in- 
ftruft  the  department,  to  order  the  mayor  of 
Sedan  and  fourteen  of  his  afliftant  adminif- 
trators  to  appear  at  the  bar,  and  anfwer 
for  their  conduft;  and'theAflembly  declare 
all  who  fhall  oppofe  thefe  orders^  infamous 
and  traitors  to  the  country,  and  decree  that 
all  the  citizens  of  Sedan  fliall  be  refponfible 
on  their  lives  for  the  fafety  of  their  com^ 
mifraricSt 

A  deputation  from  the  battalion  of  Mar^ 
feilles  came  to  the  bar  this  day,  and  made 
the  fame  offer  which  they  announced  laft 
night  at  the  Jacobins,  namely,  to  bring  the 
heads  of  the  magiftrates  of  Sedan  on  pikes 
to  their  bar. 

They 
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They  were  thanked  by  thcprefident  |br 
their  generous  oficr ;  but  were  told  at  ikf( 
fame  time^  that  the  AiTembly  preferred  fee^ 
ing  the  magiftrates  in  the  ufual  form  with 
their  heads  on  their  flioulders, 

A  price  is  put  on  the  head  of  M.  la  Fayw 
ette  ;  and,  according  to  the  ancient  phrafe, 
chaque  citoyen  peut  courir  fus. 

Decrees  of  accufation  are  made  agaiail 
Barnave,  Alex,  Lamcth  and  others,  who^ 
although  now  confidered  as  traitors^  were 
thought  patriots  formerly. 

There  is  often  as  little  candour  among  1  > 
zealots  in  pgditics,  as  thofe  in  religion.    He  ' 
whofe  religious  creed  or  ideas  of  freedom  ! 
keep  the  hundredth  part  o^a  degree  beneath 
theirs,  is .  confidered  with  as  much  hojrror 
and  contempt  as  the  avowed  atheift  or  moft  | 
flavifti  courtier.  ^ 

Atiguft  19. 

They  talk  of  forming  a  fortified  camp  for 

40,000  men  near  Paris,  including  Mont 

Martre^ 
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Martrc,  and  all  that  fide  xyf  the  city  ^hich 
Hc8  next  to  St.  Denis  \  which  looks  as  if 
they  began  to  dread  the  approach  of  the 
Germans. 

I  faw  no  figns  of  this  however  at  the 
Champs  Elifees,  through  which  I  drove 
this  evening. 

All  thofe  extenfive  fields  were  crowded 
with  company  of  one  fort  or  other;  an  im- 
menfe  number  of  fraall  booths  were  erefted, 
where  r^frefhraenjs  were  fold,  and  which 
refounded  with  mufic  and  finging.  Pan* 
tomimes  and  puppet-fhews  of  various  kinds 
are  here  exhibited,  and  in  fome  parts  they 
were  dancing  in  the  open  fields.  "  Are 
thefe  people  as  happy  as  they  feem?**  faid  I 
to  a  Frenchman  who  was  with  me.  "  lis 
fontheureux  comme  des  dieuXjMonfieur*,*^ 
replied  he. 

.  *f  Do' you  think  the  Duke  of  Brunfwick 
n&r^r  enters  their  thodghts?"  faid  I.  '*  Soyez 

*  They  arc  as  happy  as  the  gods. 
,'  fur, 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


fftr^  Monfkur/'  refumed  he,  •^  qw  BrtinfJ 
wick  eft  pfeciiJSment  rh^mme  du  monde 
au  quel  ils  penfent  Ic  moins  V* 

One  fellow,  on  a  kind  of  ftage,  had  n 
monkey  who  played  a  thoufand  tricks. 
When  the  man  called  hiin  arlftocrate,  the 
monkey  flew  it  his  throat  with  every  marl 
of  rage ;  but  when  he  called  him  un  bon 
patriote,  the  monkey  expreffed  fatisfaflion, 
and  carefled  his  mafter. 

I  fee  a  great  many  monkeys  every  day, ; 
who  aflre€t  to  bfe  bons  patriotes. 

One  has  no  great  objeftion  to  thofc  pa- 
triots  who  dance  about  like  monkeys ;  hvd 
they  who  to  the  airs  of  the  monkey  join 
the  difppfition  of  tigers,  and  dance  witfal 
heads  upon  pikes,  are  horrible*  > 

A  petition  ^as  read  to  the  Aflembly,  in 
which,  with  others  of  the  fame  ftamp,  was 
this  affeded  and  inhuman  expreflion,  "  Que 

*  Depend  upon  it,  Sir,  that  Brunfwick  b  the  mah 
on  earth  of  whom  they  think  the  leaft* 

-  .  toutc 
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toute  comiiiHiiicMiim  entr^  Louis  XVL  tt 
fon  cpoufe  ceffe.  La  France  fcra  fauvce  lorf- 
que  cette  Medicis  ne  foufflera  plus  fes  fureurs 
fjans  Tame  du  nouveau  Charles  IX  *." 

They  muft  furely  have  the  hearts  of 
tigers  who  could  fuggeft  fuch  an  uielels 
piece  of  cruelty,  and  come  parading  witi^ 
jt  to  the  bar  of  the  National  Aflembly. 

fhcre  is  not,  beddes,  the  lead  refena* 
blance  between  the  yielding  difpofition  cf 
Louis  XVI.  and  the  ftern  ferocity  of  Charles 
IX. ;  and  the  Queen  of  France  was  never 
l>efore  accufed,  even  by  h^r  greateft  ^e- 
jnies,  of  the  diffimul4tioi[i„  treachery,  and 
cruelty  of  Catherine  of  Medicis^ 

I  was  feveral  hours  this  day  at  the  Na- 
itional' Aflembly.    Briflbt  and  Lafource,  and 

**  Let  all  communication  between  Louis  XVL  and 
his  wife  be  put  an  end  to.  France  will  be  faved  when 
^at  Medicis  ihall  no  longer  have  it  in  her  power  to  in* 
fpire  her  fury  into  the  foul  of  this  new  Charles  IX.    : 

many 
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fttany  others  fpoke.  I  was  not  furprified  at 
the  eloquence  and  ingenuity  of.  their  diU 
courfeSy  becaufe  I  had  read  fome  of  th# 
writings  of  the  former,  and  had  heard  of  ikt 
talents  of  both  j  but  I  was  fuirprifed  at  the 
number  of  fpeakcrs,  and  that  all  delivered 
themfelves  with  facility. 
■ '  In  point  of  ingenuity,  learning,  and 
ftrength  of  reafoning,  there  is  perhaps  as 
much  difference  between  the  fpeakefs  of  thi 
National  Affembly,  as  there  is  between  thofe 
of  the  Houfe  of  Commons ;  but  in  facility 
of  utterance  and  flow  of  words,  all  the 
fpeakersin  the  former  are  nearer  on  an  equit* 
lity. 

I  have  not  feen  among  them  any  of  that 
hefitation  and  perplexity  of  expreffioa 
which  is  fometimes  obferved  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons ;  yet  one  might  imagine  that 
young  members,  and  all  who  are  unac- 
cuftomed  to  fpeak  in  public,  would  feel 
themfelves  more  emb^irraffed   in  fpeaking 

from 
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ft(AA  a  loity  cohfptcuous  {]ilace>  ^uch  » tW 
tribune  of  the  iJational  AflfefljWy,  thai* 
fpealdng  m  their  place,  as  is  dooe  in  thd 
Hoofe  of  Commons. 

.1  have  not  heatd  one  fpeaker  from  tha 
triUme  who  waoied  either  words  or  conn^^ 
in  pronouncing  tlienu  As  for  mauvaifil 
jboiite^  there  is  no  fuch  thing  iq  this  coun- 
try :  I  wonder  how  they  came  by  the  ex* 
pttSiovu 

The  BritiOi  Ambaflador  informed  me  to* 
^ay  tha^  he  was  recalled^ 

The  Princefs  Lamballq,  Madame  de 
.Tourxelle^  Mad^moifelle  Pauline,  de  Tour- 
zelle,  and  feme  other  attendants  on  the! 
-King  and  Queen,  were  carried,  from  the 
.temple  to  what  is  called  La  Maifon  Com- 
mune, and  there  interrogated  refpeding 
certain  fecret  correfpondences  they  are  ac-* 
cufed  of  having  carried  on.  And  after  this 
•examination  they  were  carried  to.  a  prifon 
"  namied 
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wmed  Hotel  de  da  Force^  inftcad  of  b^g« 
conduded  back  to  the  Temple. 

How  (hocking  to  treat  perfons  of  their 
rank  and  fex  with  fuch  indignity  and  cru- 
elty, whofe  greateft  crime  feems  to  be  at- 
tachment to  their  benefadors  !  If  it.  were 
even  proved  that  they  had  endeavoured  to 
carry  on  the  correfpondence  with  which 
they  are  charged^  this  cannot  excufe  fuch. 
treatment.  In  times  like  thefe,  the  paf- 
(ions  of  hatred  and  revenge  burn  with  aug* 
mented  violence ;  and  when,  in  addition, 
thej  are  excited  by  coafdous  guilt  and  per-, 
fonal  fear,  they  carry  meaa  to  the  height  of 
wickednefs. 

I  have  been  told  that  fome  perfons  of 
horrid,  difpofitions  have  been  lately  added 
to  the  ading  committee  of  the  Commune 
de  Paris. 

Augud  21* 

.   I  advifed  Lord  Lauderdale  to  leave  Paris 

and  go  to  Spa;  but  it  is  difficult  at  this  time 

2  to 
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to  dbtaln  paflports :  they  have  been  refufed ' 
to  many  ftrangers,  who  for  fome  time  paft 
found  Paris  a  difagreeable  refidence,  and 
thought  it  would  become  more  fo,  as  the 
German  armies,  who  have  already  en* 
tered  France,  were  advancing  to  the  capital 
Britifh  fubjedts  in  particular  are  about  to 
lofe  one  great  Inducement  to  remain,  by 
the  expected  departure  of  Lord  Gower  and 
Lady  Sutherland. 

Before  we  left  England,  it  had  been  fug- 
gefted,  that,  at  fuch  a  period,  we  might  meet 
with  the  difKculty  we  now  experienced. 
Lbrd  Lauderdale  therefore  had  accepted  of  a 
letter  from  M.  Chauvelin  to  the  mayor  of 
Paris,  the  import  of  which  was,  defiring  him 
to  facilitate  our  propofed  journey  to  the 
fouth,  in  cafe  of  any  difficulty  or  obft ruction. 

This  letter  had  been  left  at  the  houfe  of 
the  mayor ;  but  the  confufions  which  took 
place  immediately  after  our  arrival,  pre- 
vented our  having  fecn  him.  ^  It  was  ima-* 
6  giAC<^ 
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t 

gined  that  through  his  influence  we  might 
obtsdn  paflports.  An  acquaintance  of  M. 
Petion  offering  to  condudl  us  to  the  Maifon 
de  Ville,  we  determined  to  make  the  triaL 

When  we  arrived  at  the  outer  gate,  and 
told  our  bufinefs  was  with  the  mayor,  we 
were  admitted.  There  was  a  body  of 
about  fifty  men  under  arms  at  this  time 
before  the  gate.  The  Maifon  de  Ville  had 
more  the  appearance  of  the  head  quarters  of 
the  general  of  an  army,  than  the  refidence 
of  a  mayor.  One  of  the  national  guards 
took  hold  of  my  cane,  alking  if  there  was  a 
concealed  weapon  in  it.  I  prefented  it,  and 
told  him  there  was  not.  An  Englifhman, 
who  was  in  the  uniform  of  the  national 
guards,  addreffed  me  in  his  native  language^ 
I  told  him  we  had  brought  a  letter  from 
M.  GhAuvelin  to  the  mayor,  and  wiflied  to 
fee  him. 

What  this  man*s  name  is  I  know  not ;  he 
fe^m^ji  to  have  fome  authority  among  them, 

VOL.  I.  K  for 
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for  he  immedi^ely  conduced  iis  up  (Uir^^ 
and  through  fome  rooms,  into  a  large  hall^ 
where  there  were  ten  or  a  dozen  foldiers 
with  their  arms,  befides  officers  and  others^ 
who  I  fuppofe  were  waiting  to  fpeak  to 
M.  Petion.  When  the  Engliftiman  had 
fent  in  our  names  by  a  fervant  who  attended 
for  that  purpofe,  he  left  us,  and  I  never 
faw  him  afterwards. 

While  we  waited  in  this  hall,  a  corporal 
came  and  afked  if  we  had  received  any  or* 
der  or  ticket  for  admiffion  to  the  place  where 
we  were ;  for  without  thefe  nobody  who 
did  not  belong  to  the  guard  ought  to  re- 
main. We  informed  him  of  our  bufmefs, 
and  that  we  were  Englilh ;  on  which  he 
defired  us  to  (by,  faying,  the  mayor  yould 
wait  on  us  diredly.  Many  people  in  mu- 
nicipal fcarfs,  or  officers*  uniforms,  pafied 
and  repafled.  We  were  at  length  intrq* 
duced. 

M*  Petion  is  a  well4ooking  fair  man,  of 
/  a  geateel 

'■  » 
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a  genteel  Uddrck  and  cheerful  countenance^ 
with  an  habitual  fmile.  He  made  an  apo- 
logy for  not  having  come  fbbrier,  faying,  he 
had  been  detained  by  bufinefs  which  did 
not  admit  of  an  inftant's  delay.  On  telling 
him  we  wiflied  for  paflports  to  Spa,  by 
Givet,  he  faid  that,  at  that  particulai* 
time,  no  paffports  were;  granted  by  that 
route ;  at  any  rate  he  would  not  advife  us  to 
take  it,  becaufe  we  might  run  a  rifk  of  being 
pillaged  by  the  Hulans,  or  other  irregular 
troops  of  the  Auftrian  army ;  adding,  that 
within  a  very  (hort  time  we  might  have 
paflports  for  England. 

We  hinted  an  inclination  to  refide  for  a 
ihort  time  in  fome  province  of  France^  if 
we  might  remain  there  with  fafety,  and 
could  not  go  diredly  to  Spa,  but  that  it  was 
neceflary  to  have  paflports  before  we  could 
be  allowed  to  go  out  of  Paris.  M.  Petion 
laid,  he  was  convinced  that  reftraint  would 
continue  only  a  few  days,  but  that  Paris 
K2      '  was 
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was  by  much  the  fafeft  place  of  France  we 
could  be  in ;  for  that  in  the  provinces  alarttxs. 
might  be  fpread,  and  difturbanccs  arifc,  while 
the  enemy  were  in  the  country,  but  at  Paris 
there*  would  always  be  a  fuflSdent  force  to> 
keep  all  quiet. 

On  being  alked  if  there  were  any  news 
from  the  frontiers  ? 

He  anfwered  with  a  carelefs  arr^  that  he 
underftood  that  Brunfwick  had  entered 
France.  He  may  advance  twenty,  or  per- 
haps thirty  leagues^  Well,  continued  he, 
the  farther  he  advances,  the  greater  will  be 
the  lofs  of  his  array ;  and  if  they  continue 
to  advance  much  farther,  they  will  be  en- 
tirely furrounded,  and  few  of  them  will  ever 
get  back.  The  Pruffians,  added  he,  relied 
on  a  confpiracy  here  in  their  favour :  the 
iQth  of  Auguft  put  an  end  to  that  hope, 
and  they  will  foon  be  bewildered,  and  not 
know  how  to  proceed. 

I  heard  him  with  a  great  d^l  of  attention^ 

but 
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hoi  very  little  faith  in  his  pre(Kdioii,  and 
foon  after  we  took  our  leave. 

Augttft  00. 

Accounts  are  arrived  that  M.  la  Fayette 
iindlng  no  difpofitidn  in  his  army  to  adhere 
to  him,  but,  on  the  contrary,  that  many  of 
ihe  officers,  and  almoft  all  the  foldiers,  were 
for  fuflporting  the  decrees  of  the  National 
Aflembly,  has  retired  from  his  army  with 
«  pare  of  his  principal  officers,  and  is  fup- 
pofed  to  have  gone  to  Holland  in  his  way 
to  Englantl. 

M.  Kerfaint,  and  the  other  commiflaries 
'whb  were  imprifoned  at  Sedan,  are  now  fet 
at  liberty,  with  many  apologies  frdm  the 
Commune  for  the  treatment  they  had  re- 
ceived, which  they  impute  to  the  mifrepre- 
fentation  of  La  Fayette,  on  whom  they 
transfer  the  name  of  traitor,  which  they  had 
belbre  bellowed  on  Kerfaint,  who,  with  his 
companions,  is  now  with  the  army,  where 

K  3  they 
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they  liavc  been  received  with  acclamations 
of  joy. 

This  is  not  precifely  the  iflue  I  expcSed 
when  I  firft  heard  of  the  commiflaries  being 
fcnt,  and  ftill  left  what  I  thought  probable 
on  hearing  of  their  imprifonment. 

Nothing  now  is  heard  of  but  addrcfl^s  frota 
jJl  parts  of  France  to  the  Affembly ,  congrar 
tulating  them  on  what  they  call  the  glorious 
vidory  of  the  ipth  of  Auguft,  and  highly 
lapproviqg  of  the  fufpenfion  of  the  King. 

This  however  does  not  prevent  us  from 
Vfifhiag  to  have  it  in  our  power  tp  remove 
from  Paris  when  we  think  it  expedient ;  a 
wifh  which  is  rather  increafed  by  ipy  hav- 
ing heard  it  repeatedly  afferted  by  fome  c£ 
xay  French  2^cq^aintftace,  that  it  is  generally 
believed  th^t  many  agents  from  the  Court 
of  Great  Britain  are  pow  in  Pfiris,  whofc 
errand  is  to  promote  confufiop,  and  excite 
that  fpirit  of  jealoufy  and  fcditipn  which  al*- 
jfCdL^j  fxifts  fo  mu^h  jJl  over  France. 

Oa 
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On  my  laughing  at  this  idea,  a  very  fen- 
fible  man,  who  was  a  member  of  the  Con- 
ftituent  Aflembly,  and  will  probably  be  of 
the  Convention,  if  that  fhould  ever  take 
place,  declared  that  he  was  convinced  of 
the  faft,  and  alked  how  the  great  number  of 
guineas  now  in  circulation  at  Paris  could 
be  otherwife  accounted  for  ? 

I  anfwered,  that  I  knew  nothing  of  the 
circulation  of  guineas;  but  I  had  always  un- 
derftood  that  our  Adminiftration  had  tot> 
great  a  demand  for  them  at  home,  to  think 
offending  them  abroad.  At  any  rate  I  was 
perfuaded  they  would  not  ftoop  to  fuch  a 
manoeuvre,  which  was  as  unjuftifiable  as  it 
would  be  for  the  executive  power  of  France 
to  fmuggle  over  men  to  England,  for  the 
purpofe  of  exciting  fcditious  infurredions 
iigaiuft  the  Britifti  Government. 

He  allowed  that  it  would  be  juft  as  bad 

in  the  one  as  in  the  other ;  and  repeated 

K  4  bb 
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bis  pcrfuafion,  that  it  had  been  done^y 
England,  hift  not  by  France 

A$  I  waa  entirely  convinced  that  he  was 
in  an  error,  I  took  a  good  deal  of  pjuns  to 
remove  it,  but  without  fuccefe  j.  and  I  men- 
tion it  as  a  very  flrong  .^nfljance  of  the 
power  of  prejudice  over  a  very  acute  and 
enlightened  mind* 

However  groundlefs  this  notion  is,  its 
prevailing  among  the  mob  of  Paris  may  be 
attended  with  difagreeable  confequenc^s  to 
'^jr%ht  EngUfh  here,  at  a. time  w;hen  goverui^ 
*  ment  is  fo.ftebkj  and  when,  notwithftand- 
|ng  the  prudent. conduct  of  the  Brittiih  An^- 
baflador,  bis  being  recalled  is  a  fufficient 
mark  of  the  difapprobation  of  his  Court  of 
the  lajte  meafures. 

I  determined  to  call  on  M.  Claviere,  the 
miniftredes  eontributipns,  for  whom  I  had 
•  a  letter?  from  M»  Durouverie,  and  try  whe- 
ther, by  his  influence,  we  might  not  get 
psffportf  to  leave  Paris,    His  porter  iti^" 

formed 
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formed  me  left  night^^  that  he  faw  peQ{de 

on  buiinefe  from  fix  in  the  morning  till 

nine.     I  called  at  his  hotel  this  morning  at 

* 
f  ight^  and  was  conduded  into  a  room  where 

ieveral  people  were  waiting.  My  name 
was  taken  down  in  writing,  as  thofe  of  all 
prcfent  had  previoufly  been,  and  carried  to 
the  minifter.  I  was  called  in  my  turn ;  and 
after  I-b^d  informed  him  of  my  bufinefs, 
he  wrote  a  letter  to  M*  le  Brun,  the  niinifter 
for  fbrdgn  affaks,  whefe  bufmefs  it  is  to 
.^ve  paflports,  recommending  it  to  him  to 
provide  Lord  Lauderdale  and  me  with  them, 
sas  iibon  ^  die  prefenc  ioterdidlion  waa  re- 
moved* 

"  M,  Claviere  then  faid,  "  that  the  afiaic 
of  the  loth,  he  underftood,  had  been  greatly 
mifreprefented  in  England,  but  that  all 
Europe  would  be  foon  convinced  that  all 
the  blood  ftied  on  that  day  was  owing  to  the 
treachery  of  the  Court ;  that  France  had  de- 
termined to  be  free,  and  would  not  fuffer 

S  W 
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any  thing  within  Its  ownbofom  to  undermine 
or  counterafl:  that  freedom  j  that  fmall  ftatcs, 
fuch  as  Geneva,  and  even  Holland,  were 
fometimes  obliged  to  fufFer  controul  from 
their  neighbours,  with  refpeS  to  their  own 
internal  government ;  but  that  a  powcrfiri 
nation  like  France  could  not  be  didated  to  ; 
and  that  whatever  form  of  government  the 
French  fliould  think  proper  by  their  reprc- 
ientatives  to  choofe,  they  were  able  to  main« 
tain  I  and  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  aM 
Che  Auftrians,  Pruffians,  and  Ruffians  oti 
earth  to  prevent  it/' 

Several  new  battalions,  which  are  ealled 
chafleurs  nationaux,  have  been  raifed  lately. 
I  was  in  the  National  Affemlbly  when  a  de- 
putation from  them  appeared  at  the  bar:: 
one  fpoke  in  the  name  of  the  reft.  The 
objeA  of  his  difcourfe  was,  to  exprefs  the 
regret  of  his  companions,  and  his  own,  at 
being  fo  long  detained  in  Paris,  where  they 
lived  4  life  of  idlenefs,  while  their  wifhes 

weif 
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were  to  haften  to  the  frontiers,  that  they 
might  repel  the  enemies  of  their  country,  or 
perifh  in  the  attempt.  They  all  earneftly 
requefted  the  Aflcmbly  to  iflue  immediate 
orders  agreeably  to  their  ardent  wifties. 

This  fpeeeh  was  pronounced  with  grace, 
and  heard  with  applaufe.  The  young  ora- 
tor  and  his  companions  were  invited  to  the 
honneur  de  la  ftance,  and  about  forty  of 
them  marched  through  the  hall  to  their  feats^ 
Their  uniform  is  bluQ  jackets,  with  green 
epaulets,  buff-coloured  waiftcoat,  and  nar- 
row trowfers  of  the  fame  cloth,  and  fliort 
boots,  with  very  well  contrived  fmart  hel- 
jnets.  They  were  in  general  from  about 
eighteen  to  twenty-four  years  of  age,  all 
very  fine  looking  young  men,  and  all,  I  am 
convinced,  full  of  martial  ardour:  theh:  ap« 
pearance  however  approached  nearer  to  Ho- 
mer's defcription  of  Paris,  than  of  Hedor 
going  to  battle.  I  do  not  know  what  figure 
tbey  will  make  in  the  eyes  of  the  Pruffians, 

bul 
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bot  they  made  a  very  biflliant  one  in  the 
AiTembly  hall.     I  thought  the  ladies  in  the 
galleries  would  never  have  done  with  their 
applaufe. 

Auguft  oa^ 
Nothing  U  more  difficult  than  the  difco- 
very  of  truth  regardiqg  recent  events  of  an 
important  aqd  complicated  nature,  which 
many  people  are  interefted  in  falfifying, 
and  almoft  every  body  inclined  to  reprefent 
;icccrding  to  their  own  prejudic;es. 

I  have  experienced  this  ftrongly  in  my 
ji^iquiries  concerning  the  incidents  which 
occurred  on  the  iQth  of  Auguft,  and  the 
/circumftances  which  led  to  the  cataftrophe 
0f  that  day. 

Eviery  thing  is  viewed  through  fqch  dif- 
ferent mediums,  and  from  fuch  oppofite 
points,  that  the  various  accounts  which  pour 
^n  from  all  quarters^  crofs,  jofUe,  and  con* 
found  each  other  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  I 
}x^vt  QU  fom$  occafions  been  tempted  to 

fufped. 
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fufpe£t,  that  as  my  information  incf cafcd 
my  knowledge  diminiflicd. 

I  have  fometimes  had  reafon  to  imagine, 
that  all  has  happened  in  confequence  of  a 
preconcerted  and  well  executed  plan,  the 
authors  and  condudors  of  which  have  been 
alfo  mentioned  to  me. 

On  farther  enquiry,  I  have  been  aflured 
that  there  was  no  well  digefted  defign  on 
cither  fidej  that  a  vaft  thoughtlefs  roafe 
of  populace  had  been  put  in  motion  by  a  fet 
of  needy  adventurers,  who,  without  any 
precife  objedt,  wifhed  for  a  new  ftorm,  iti 
which  they  might  be  gainers,  but  had  no- 
thing to  lofe ;  that  it  was  for  fome  time 
doubtful  whether  the  infurredion  would 
terminate  againft,  or  infis^vour  of  the  Court; 
that  there  was  a  very  confiderable  chance 
of  its  ending,  like  that  of  the  20th  of  June, 
in  mere  parade,  drunkennefs,  and  noife  j  in 
which  cafe  it  would  have  tended  to  the  in* 
creafe  of  the  King*s  authority,  by  rendering 

men 
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men  more  averfe  to  the  difgufting  power  oP 
a  rabble. 

Iliave  been  told  by  others,  whofe  author 
rity  is  more  refpeditable,  that  the  plan  was  to 
fcize  on  the  perfon  of  the  King,  carry  him 
diredly  to  the  ca(lle  of  Vincennes,  and  there 
confine  him  tillaNational  Convention  fhould 
decide  on  his  fate,  and  the  future  form  of 
government:  this  it  is  believed  was  the  plan 
of  the  Republican  party,  and  that  it  was  pre- 
vented from  b?ing  literally  executed,  by  the 
refolution  which  his  Majefty  took  of  going 
to  the  National  Aflembly,  which  the  form- 
ers of  this  plan  had  not  taken  into  their 
calculatioti. 

It  could  not  efcape  their  reflection,  how- 
ever, that  in  attempting  to  feize  on  his  per- 
fon and  carry  him  to  Vincennes,  he  might 
.very  poflibly  be  killed. 

Whatever  the  fecret  wifhes  of  particular 
perfons  in  the  Court  might  be,  and  what- 
crer  their  connexions  with  the  enemies  of 

France, 
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France,  it  feems  evident  that  on  the  loth 
of  Auguft  the  King's  fchemes  were  entirely 
of  a  defenfive  nature. 

Some  people  think,  however,  that  in  the 
4ifpofition  in  which  a  gfeat  parf  of  the  na- 
tional guards  were,  and  with  the  force  aC- 
iembled  in  the  Tuileries,  if  they  had  been 
direded  with  ability,  and  the  firft  advantage 
followed  up  with  energy,  the  focderes  and 
the  rabble  from  the  fuburbs  would  have  been 
completely  difperfed,  the  beft  part  of  the 
citizens  would  have  declared  for  the  King, 
and  there  csin  be  little  doubt  of  all  the  ar^ 
mies  on  the  frontiers  following  their  ex^ 
ample.  To  accufe  him  of  being  the  ag- 
grelTor  on  that  day,  which  is  the  common 
cry  now,  is  without  foundation. 

The  following  particulars  refpedlng  the 
tranfadlionsofthe  loth  of  Auguft,  I  began 
to  infert  in  my  Journal  this  day;  and  aU 
though  I  came  to  the  knowledge  of  them  at 
various  times,  fomc  of  them  at  later  periods, 

as 
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as  appears  in  the  original  Journal,  I  hive 
thought  proper  to  put  them  all  together 
imder  this  date. 

The  motion  made  by  M.  Vaublanc  be* 
/fore  I  left  the  Affembly  on  the  9th,  and 
which  I  thought  would  have  pafled,  namely^ 
that  the  foederes  fhould  be  ordered  to  re- 
move from  Paris,  although  it  was  frequent- 
ly renewed  by  him  an4  others,  *was  always 
poftponed,  and  never  decreed. 

The  Affembly  continued  fitting  all  the 
night  of  the  9th ;  biit  for  fome  part  of  the 
time  there  was  not  always  during  that  time 
the  legal  number  to  make  a  decree,  namely 
two  hundred, 

Petion  the  mayor  was  in  the  palace  till 
two  or  three  o'clock  of  the  morning  of  the 
loth.  He  had  been  with  the  King  to  give 
an  account  of  the  ftate  of  Paris,  but  remained 
in  the  palace  or  on  the  terrace  after  leaving 
hisMajefty ;  which  gave  occafion  for  fpread- 
ing  a  report  among  the  citizens^  that  he 

was 
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^118  kept  there  againft  his  will^  as  a  pledge 
for  the  fafety  of  the  King ;  and  it  was  even 
affcrted  in  the  Affembly,  that  he  was  re- 
tained by  force  in  the  palace :   but  that  was 
refuted  by  one  of  the  mf  mbor^  declaring 
he  had  feen  him  a  few  minutes  before  walk- 
ing on  the  terrace  of  xht  Feuillans  with  ano- 
ther municipal  officer  j  they  had  both  come  • 
out  of  the  palace  for  a  little  freHi  air,  and 
were  about  to  return  to  it,  when  this  member 
fpoke  to  them^  &nd  Petion  told  him  that  he 
intended  to   remain  there  till  the  public  , 
tranquillity  was  re-eftablifhed. 

Notwithftanding  this  aflurance,  as  fuf- 
picions  of  his  danger  were  infinuated,  it  was 
thought  proper  to  fetid  a  meflage  to  the  pa- 
lace, for  the  mayor,  which  was  accordingly 
done,  and  he  diredly  came  to  their  ban 

This  is  a  fatisfa£kory  proof  that  Petion 

was  under  no  cootroul  from  the  King ;  and, 

in  my  opinion^  it  forms  a  prefumption  that 

the  mayor  was  not  privy  to  any  plot  againft 

VOL.  I.  L  the 
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the  life  of  the  Kiog^  or  eveb  of  any  Inten*^ 
tion  to  feize  his  perfon  ahd  cany  him  to 
Vincennes;  for  he  couM  iiotiitiagine  that 
either  thfe  one  or  the  dth^r  could  foe  actbili- 
<*  pltflied  without  a  coutdl,  in  which  it  muft 
have  occurred  to  Betion  that  he  Would  have 
been  &crificed>  and  therefore  he  i^Tould  havt 
takea  care  not  to  be  prefetit* . 

h  b  faii  foy  fotfiHei  that  he  w^nt  as  a  fpy 
to  examine  what  force  ther6  was  in  tfie 
Tuilerks^  and  coaiider  itt  what  parts  the 
caftle  wotdd  be  attacked  With  the  moft 
advantage;  alfo  tp  mark  who, were  Hie 
leaders^  that  he  m%ht  afterwtgtr^  be  ibeir 
^ccuien 

This  however  would  have  been  a  fervkfe 
of  great  danger,  and  as  unneceflary  as  ^^^ 
gerous ;  a  hundred  other  people  were  biftet 
qualified  than  Petron  to  have  given  tMs  in- 
formation. 

On  his  arrival  at  the  palace  that  night,  hft 
went  dlreftly  and  made  bis  report  to  Itoe 

mtig 
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King;  i41the  lime  he  refiudnej  ^rwai^s, 
he  tras  un^r  t^e  eye  of  the  Swife,  and  of 
gemlemen  attached  to  hk  Majefty* 

There  is  reafon  to  imagine  that  Petion, 
having  had  fotne  hint  of  a  meafure  intend-- 
ed  to  he  taken  at  the  town-houfe,  and  not 
tfp^vbg  of  every  part  of  it,  chofe  rather 
to  be  at  t*ie  palace  than  there  during  that 
tranfa^^on.  Soon  after  his  going  froni 
Ae  palace  to  the  National  AflemWy,  he 
^as  configned  to  his  own  houfe  under  a 
guard,  by  the  Council  General  of  the  Com* 
tnune  de  Paris,  that  he  might  not  feem  to 
have  any  part  in  tranfatSlions  which  were 
of  a  nature  more  violent  and  decifive  than 
vras  agreeable  to  his  charader. 

The  meafure  here  alluded  to  was  as  fol- 
lows:— While  the  tocfm  was  founding,  the 
general  beating,  and  the  citizens  of  courfe 
under  arms  at  the  alarm  pofts,  a  few  of  each 
fcftion,  under  the  pretext  that  the  prefent 
common  council  of  the  city  of  Paris  had 
Lt  loft 
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loft"  the  confidehcc  of  the  people,  affembled 
and  eleded  new  members  for  that  council^ 
inftead  of  the  former,  to  the  number  of  near 
two  hundred* 

Thofe  liew  chofen  counfellors  went  di- 
reftly  to  the  hall  where  the  council  general 
of  the  community  aflemble,  declared  them- 
felves  the  real  council,  drove  out  the  other 
all  except  Petion,  Manuel,  and  Danton,  and 
then  began  the  exercife  of  their  functions 
in  a  more  vigorous  manner  than  ever  was 
known  befote- 

Mandate  the  commander  in  chief  of  the 
national  guards,  is  now  reprefented  as  a 
traitor,  whofe  defign  was  to  maffacre  the  peo- 
ple. But  I  underftand  from  thofe  who  have 
teen  long  acquainted  with  him,  that  he  was 
an  honeft  man,  though  of  no  extenfive  ca- 
pacity ;  and  of  his  treafon  I  have  heard  no 
other  proof  than  that  he  thought  it  his  duty 
to  oppofe  the  entrance  of  the  multitude  into 
the  King's  palace,  in  cafe  they  fhould, at- 
tempt 
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tempt  to  force  their  way ;  and  that  he  had ' 
encouraged  thofe  linder  his  command  to  ad^ 
here  to  the  conftitution,  and  defend  the 
royal  family  from  violence.  Mandat  had 
alfo  taken  a  prudent  ftep  in  placing  a  party 
of  the  national  guards  on  the  Pont  Neuf- 
with  fome  cannon,  on  purpofe  to  cut  off  the 
communication  between  thofe  who  were 
affembling  in  the  different  fuburbs  of  the 
oppofite  fides  of  the  river. 

The  new  council  general  faw  the  detri-' 
ment  that  this  poft  was  of  to  their  defignsj 
they  therefore  fent  fome  of  their  body  with 
thefcarfs  of  the  municipal  officers,  to  order 
the  guard  to  be  removed  from  the  bridge, 
and  a  free  intercourfe  to  be  opened  between 
the  infurgents  on  each  fide  of  the  Seine. 

The  ancient  council  were  of  the  fame  fen- 
timents  with  Mandat.  He  had  therefore 
given  no  diredion  to  the  officer  who  com- 
manded at  this  poft,  not  to  obey  any  order 
which  came  from  them ;  fuch  an  idea  could 
L  3       ■  nor 
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not  naturally  occur  to  hhn,  for  neither  be 
nor  the  officer  knew  that  the  original  coun* 
cil  was  diflblved,  and  that  a  new  one  bad 
ufurped  their  authority;  this  officer  there<< 
fore  obeyed  what  he  thought  a  legd  power» 
and  removed  his  guard. 

-The  new  council  about  the  fame  time 
fent  a  meflage  to  Mandat  to  come  to  the 
town-houfe>  oh  the  pretence  that  they  bad 
fomething  of  importance  to  communicate, 
to  him  regarding  the  public  fafety.  Mandat 
cid  not  inxmediately  go;  he  was  at  the 
Tuilerics  with  a  large  body  of  national 
guards  when  he  received  this  meflage,  and 
frefh  parties  of  the  national  guards  were  ar- 
riving every  minute  to  put  themfelves  un*^ 
der  his  command,  and  he  was  afljgning 
them  their  pofls. 

A  fecond  meflage,  more  preffing  than  the 
firft,  came  to  him  while  he  was  thus  em- 
ployed— He  then  thought  he  could  delay  no 
longer — he  left  the  palace  about  four,   and 

baftened 
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li^l^ed  to  ^  tpwn-houfe.  It  is  faid,  that 
he|]iad  anordc^  in  hif^poisk^,  AgB«d  by 
Pelioft,  authorifiijg  him  t^  rppfil  force  by 
forc^,  in  cafe  th^  popiilace  atten>pte(i  to 
49fpc  tjieir  way  iijtp  the  pjilacc.  The  couht 
cU  wiihcd  to  ge^  poflefiiog  of  this  order. 

Oa  hk  ec(te4ng  the  h^  where  the  council 
V?er^  pxf  t,  ^e  wag  f^rpri£?d  to  fee  a  very 
^iflfer^nt  ^nMf  fr^"^  ^b^t  he  cxpodlcd* 
They  a§cijfpd  \^\m  of  a  defign  to  attack 
a^d  fl^ughter  th^  people  during  their  in- 
tended march  from  the  fuhud^s  to  the  pa« 
lijicp)  and  of  hiiving  m^de  arrangements  for 
that  p^rpofet 

The  man  wft§^ equally  confounded  it  what 
he  r^Wy  ^q4  what  he  heard* 

After  a  ihort  examioationy  he  was  de« 
fir^  to  withdraw}  but  as  he  arrived  9t  the 
top  of  the  ftair,  he  was  fhot  through  the 
head  with  ^  piftol,  and  at  the  fame  inftant 
thruft  through  the  body. 

The  council  then  appojpf  ed  Santerrc  com- 
L  4  mander 
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mander  ia  dhief  of  the  national' guards^ 
This  Santerre  was  originally  a  brewer,  and 
carried  on  a  great  trade  ia  the  fuburbs^  of  St* 
Antoine,  where  he  gave  employment  to  a 
very  confiderable  number  of  nien.  As  his* 
manners  and  converfation  were  on  a  level 
with  thofe  he  employed,  it  is  not  furprifing 
that  he  was  pfopular,  and  had  influence  in 
that  neighbourhood.  How  a  perfon  in  his 
fituation,  and  with  his  manners,  came  to, 
attrad;  the  attention  of  the  Duke  of  Orleans, 
is  not  fo  obvious.  ^ 

I  am  aflyred,  however,  that  the  Duke 
did  honour  M.  Santerre  with  his  acquaint- 
ance, and  had  him  occafionally  at  his  con- 
vivial parties,  previous  to  his  being  honour- 
ed with  the  command  of  the  national  guard. 

The  council  aflumed  the  whole  authority, 
and  fent  orders  wherever  it  was  thought  ne- 
ceflTary,  which  were  generally  obeyed.    ^ 

The  officer  who  had  been  appointed  by 
Mandat  to  guard  the  arfenal,  was  ordered 

•  by 
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by  the  council  to  repair  with  the  riien  under^ 
his  command  to  the  fuburbs  of  St.  Ant'oihe.' 
A  number  of  mulkets  from  the  arfenal  were 
diftributed  among  the  people ;  and-  the- 
guard,  whofe  duty  it  was  to  have  prevented- 
this,  marched  at  the  head  of  thofe  people* 
againft  the  Tuileries, 

That  a  body  of  men  eleifled  at  midnight, 
in  the  midft  of  confufion  and  alarm,  fhouM' 
be  able  to  annihilate  an  eftablifhed  council, 
ufurp  all  the  executive  authority,  and  find* 
itfelf  inft^ntly  and  univerfally  obeyed,  wilK 
feem  very  extraordinary. 

It  is  not  to  be  imagined  however  that 
this  originated  in  an  inftantaneous  refolu- 
tion  of  the  varipus  fedions  of  Paris :  all  had 
been  arranged  by  a  junto  of  men,  of  which 

Danton  was  fuppofed  to  be  a  leading  mem- 

• 

her,  and  of  whom  the  electors  of  the  fedions 
were  the  tools.  The  new  deputies,  havingbeen 
previoufly  pointed  out  by  the  junto, found 
little  difficulty  in  difmiffing  the  oldj  for, 

befidc 
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befidc  thttr  heiog  ef  boMcr  ckura^krs  ik^n 
\hm  predece&i««  k  b  ii«t)inil  for  nt^ktrt 
to  aft  with  rrKwe  fpirit  than  tbofe  who  dft- 
fend,  (pfpeqiftlljr  if  tfee  attack  i3  in»d«  wb«4 
k  is  iH>t  ^xpei^edf  Aod  it  »  fiqH»ll7  tr»« 
t^atj  iu  critical  times,  men  4f^  ^  to  (hmk 
from  refponfible  fituation^.  Many  pnep^beri 
of  the  ol4  cQmfflttPe  tb^rsfore  ftUght  pot 
be  difpkafei  with  tb«- vfurpa^on, 

Whatever  may  be  thpugbt  of  this  mefb* 
$irp  in  Qth^r  rejfpe^5f  It  «ijft  be  allowed  to 
kave  had  a  d^cifivf  iijfluejic?  pft  t;h?  ?v?nt« 
of  that  night* 

previous  to  this,  many  circumfl4necs  jp- 
peared  favourably  to  the  King*  Thqrc 
were  abgut  fifteen  hundred  gentlemen,  of- 
$eer^»  and  others  of  various  raiiks  widiui 
the  palace,  all  attached  to  the  King,  and 
ready  to  die  in  his  defbnfte,  and  that  of  the 
royal  family;  there  were  a  thoyfand  Sw}fe 
in  the  barracks  of  tb^  Caro^fel^  ^d  ^bout 
half  that  uujnber  of  the,  i^tion^l  guariJs,  whp 

6  ufually 
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uittdUy^tid  duty  with  them  at  the  Tuilenea; 
and  before  Mandat  received  the  fummon;^ 
to  the  town-^houie^  between  two  and  three 
thoofand  of  the  national  gvwds  had  arrivf4 
by  bisordtf9  in  difierent  detachments  (it  th9 
Tuileries:  formerly  they  had  done  duty  by 
battalions,  but  by  a  late  decree  of  the  Na-« 
tional  Affembly,  they  were  dire^ed  to  da 
duty  by  detachments  from  all  the  varietia 
battalions.  If  the  former  method  had  con^ 
tinned,  Mandat  would  have  chofen  thofe 
battalions  which  were  known  to  be  heft 
aflfided  to  the  King  for  this  night*s  fervice: 
which  would  have  been  a  very  great  advan- 
tage, as  fome  battalions,  particularly  thofe  of 
the  feaions  of  Petjts  Peres  and-FiHes  St 
Thomas  were  entirely  fo.  This  being  out  of 
his  power,  and  he  ordering  adetachment  equal 
to  three  battalions,  fome  of  the  difaffcfted 
muft  have  been  among  them,  and  a  few  fo 
inclined  were  in  danger  of  corrupting  many: 
however,  thefe  detachments,  by  coming  early, 

manifeft^d 
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ihanifcfted  a  defire  of  obeying  tiieir  com^ 
mander,  and  prote<fHng  the  royal  Family*  - 

Thofe  various  detachments  brought  ^;vith 
them  twelve  pieces  of  cannon,  which  were 
placed  around  the  palace  in  the  manner 
thought  moft  advantageous  for  repelling  an 
attack.  Two  were  placed  with  a  firong  party' 
at  the  Pont-tournant,  which  is  at  the  diftance 
of  the  whole  length  of  the  gardens  from  the 
palace,  fronting  the  grand  alley  of  the  firft, 
and  the  principal  gate  of  the  fecond.  This 
bridge  is  ove'r  a  kind  of  foflc,  which  fepa- 
rates  the  gardens  of  the  Tuilerits  from  the 
fpacious  Place  de  Louis  XV.    . 

Of  all  thefe  troops  the  cannoniers  were 
the  moft  fufpedted  of  being  unfavourably 
difpofcd  to  the  King. 

Befide  the  troops  above  enumerated, 
there  was  a  body  of  a  thoufand  cavalry, 
called  gendarmerie  a  cheval,  all  underarms, 
and  pofted  in  various  places,  under  differ- 
ent commanders,  all  attached  to  the  King. 

Another 
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,  Another  ciroumftanpe  in  favoiui'  of  hi* 
Majefty  was  that  degree  of  indignation 
pretty  generally  felt  by  the  inhabitants  of 
Paris,  exclufive  of  thofe  of  three  of  the 
fuburbs,  for  the  enormities  that  were  com- 
mitted on  the  20th  of  June.  When  to 
thefe  it  is  added,  that  the  majority  of  the 
National  Aflembly  certainly  difapproved  of 
the  diforderly  and  alarming  meafures  to 
which  the  multitude  were  prompted,  and 
wifhed  them  checked,  we  muft  conclude, 
that  with  more  unanimity,  firmliefs,  and 
decifion  among  thofe  who  dlreded  the 
council  within  the  palace,  the  defign  of  the 
original  fchemers  of  the  infurredion  would 
have  been  baffled ;  the  event  would  have 
been  diflferent,  perhaps  the  very  reverfe  of 
what  happened. 

The  moll  fmcere  friends  of  freedom  muft 

have  been  fatigued  and  alarmed  by  thofe 

repeated  diforders,  and  willing  to  feize  that 

'^opportunity  of  extending  the  power  of  the 

King, 
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Kmg,  To  far  as  is  ncceffary  to  ][)reveiit  them 
for  the  future. 

As  for  tHe  King  himfclf,  I  am  inclined 
to  believe,  from  his  mild  and  unambitious 
charadcr,  from  his  conduft  fincc  the  oom«^ 
toencement  of  his  reign,  from  his  piety,  and 
from  all  I  have  heard  from  cool  and  candid 
authority  fince  I  came  here,  that  it  was  his 
dcfire  and  determinadon  to,  be  faithfulto  tht5 
conftitution,  provided  the  conftitudon  was 
allowed  to  be  faithful  to  him ;  and  that  he 
detired  no  other  alteration  than  fuch  as 
tould  fecure  the  prerogatives  which  the 
conftitution  allowed  him. 

That  he  ever  entered  iirto  any  engage^ 
mcnt,  or  affifted  any  projed  for  the  re* 
ftoration  of  the  old  government,  is  what 
I  have  found  no  fatisfadory  proof  of.  . 
V  AVhatever  plans  may  have  been  foi;med 
by  the  King  and  his  councH  for  the  defence 
<^lhe  TuilerJes,  the  repelling  the  aflailams^ 

and 
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and  fyt  the  th^afures  tp  be  purfued  on  their 
being  difpferfed,  all  were  rendered  inefiec-* 
ttuJ  by  the  illegal  and  wicked,  but  decifive 
itiedute,  of  appointing  a  new  council  at 
thfe  tOWn-houfe,  murdering  the  commander 
bf  the  national  guards,  and  by  that  council 
ufurping  the  whole  power  o£  the  State. 

After  Mandat  left  the  Tuilerics  and  went 
to  the  town-houfe,  as  he  defigned  to  return 
immediately,  he  left  no  particular  orders- 
The  various  detachments  of  national  guards 
which  at  his  requifition  were  affembled 
around  the  palace,  and  ia  its  different  courts, 
were  long  in  impatient  expedation  of  feeing 
him  :  in  his  abfence  they  knew  not  whom 
to  obey,  or  how  to  a£t  in  the  differeiit  emer- 
gencies which  occurred. 

About  fix  o'clock  in  the  morning,  the 
'  King/  who  hi^d  not  gone  to  bed  the  pre- 
ceding night,  defcended  into  the  courts  of 
the  palace  to  review  the  Swifs  and  natioiMtl 
guards*    He  wa^  accompanied  by  fome  per- 

fons 
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fons  of  rank,  and  officers  of  diflindion*  Itht 
Swifs  began  th^  cry  of  Vive  le  Roi!  a$ 
foon  as  h^  appeared,  and  the  national 
guards  repeated  it ;  but  all  the  cannoniers 
cried,  Vive  la  Natioal  which  not  being  acr 
companied  with  the  other,  was  a  fign  of 
difapprobation. 

From  the  courts  the  King  wfent  into  the 
gardens,  and  reviewed  the  troops  there,  and 
on  the  terrace  of  the  Tuileries:  he  after- 
wards walked  all  the  way  to  the  poft  of  the 
Pont-tournant.  On  his  return  to  the  palace, 
he  underftood  that  feme  bodies  t)f  national 
guards,  juft  arrived,  feemed  to  have  caught 
the  difpoiition  of  the  cannoniers  j  they 
fhouted,  Vive  la  Nation !  and  fome  of  theni 
cried,  Vive  Petion ! 

The  detachments  which  had  allembled 
early  by  orders  of  Mandat  were  difturbed 
at  this,  and  at  hearing  nothing  of  theif 
commander;  fome  of  them  began  to  change 
their  original  difpofitions,  through'  the 
2  infmuation$ 
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inflhuations  and  example  of  the  canno- 
niers. 

In  the  mean  time  an  immenfe  multi- 
tude, headed  by  the  foederes,  were  ad- 
vancing from  the  fuburbs  of  St.  Antoinc  ; 
every  ftreet  and  alley  which  led  to  the  pa- 
lace was  crowded  by  rabble,  and  by  parties 
of  a  kind  of  irregular  national  guards,  fome 
airmed  with  fufees,  and  fome  with  pikes,  who 
came  from  every  quarter  of  Paris,  without 
knowing  what  was  intended,  or  how  they 
themfelves  were  to  aft,  and  who  were  ready 
to  cry,  Vive  le  Roi!  or  Vive  la  Nation! 
according  to  the  humour  of  the  flreet 
through  which  they  pafled,  and  the  turn 
which  things  might  take. 

The  gendarmerie  a .  cheval,  who  were 
drawn  up  in  an  opening  near  the  Caroufel, 
were  gradually  fhoved  off  their  ground  by 
the  ftill  augmenting  multitude,  and  removed 
to  the  Place  du  Palais  Royal,  from  whence 
alfo  they  were  foon  obliged  •to  fhift  their 

VOL.  I.  M  ground. 
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ground.  To  allow  cavalry  to  be  thus  prefled 
upon,  and  all  their  movements  impeded, 
vras  rendering  them  ufelefs,  and  expofmg 
them  to  be  ififeded,  partly  through  fear  and 
partlybyexample,  with  the  fpirit  of  the  crowd 
which  furroaqded .  them,  which  accord* 
ingly  happened  ;  for  although  they  feemed 
in  the  morning  determined  to  do  their  duty 
by  defending  the  palace  and  royal  family, 
and  under  proper  management  would  pro- 
bably have  done  fo,  yet  being  from  the  mere 
preffure  of  the  crowd  forced  from  one  place 
to  another,  and  in  obedipnce  to  that  crpwd 
obliged  to  cry  Vive  la.  Nation  as  they  rode 
through  the  ftrcets,  they  gradually  loft  their 
original  intention ;  and  after wards,whentljey 
faw  the  Swifs  give  way,  and  flying  through 
the  Place  of  Louis  XV*  and  the  plain  called 
the  Elyfian  Fields,  great  part  of  this  body  of 
cavalry  abandoned  their  officers,  and  at- 
tacked and  cut  down  the  unhappy  fugitives, 
the  very  men  whom  that  fame  morning 

8  they 
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they  had  confidered  as  their  friends,  and 
engaged  in  »the  fame  caufe  with  ihem- 
felves* 

The  gendarmerie  h  cheval  were  not  the 
only  part  of  the  nstlional  guards  who  acted 
in  this  manner  ;  and  it  was  pretty  evident^ 
a[  coinfiderable  time  before  the  attack,  that 
thofe  who  were  placed  in  thd  garden  and 
the  courts  of  the  palace  were  no  longer  to 
be  depended  on* 

The  whole  body  of  Swifs,  however,  a 
party  of  national  grenadiers,  and  all  the 
oflSccrs,  gentlemen,  arid  others  who  were 
within  the  palace  and  immediately  about 
the  King*s  perfon,  remained  unftiaken,  and 
ready  to  facrifice  themfelves  in  his  defence  V ' 
and  in  that  of  his  family. 

After  the  King's  return  from  the  garden?^ 
fbme  arrangements  were  made  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  palace  ;  parties  were  placed  at 
different  pofts,  and  under  the  command  of 
particular  leaders.  Among  thofe  leaders 
M  2  .  were 
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were  men  who  had,  in  the  courfe  of  their 
lives^  enjoyed  high  commands. 

Of  all  belonging  to  the  royal  family  the 

Prince  and  Princefs' Royal  only  had  gone  to 

bed  J  the.  Queen's  anxiety  on  their  account 

had  made  her  infill  on  this  the  preceding 

night;  the  fame  anxiety  prompted  her  to 

have  them  awaked  early  in  the  morning,  as 

fhe  faw  danger  approaching.     The  fight  of 

her  children  was  befides  a  cordial  which  her 

heart  needed  at  a  time  fo  depreffing  and 

afflidiye.     I  am  aflured  that  fhe  behaved 

with  great  firmnefs  on  this  very  trying  oc- 

cafionj  that  {he  fpoke  in  an  encouraging 

manner  to  the  guards,  praifing  their  loyalty 

and  attachment  to  the  royal  family. 

Nothing  can  be  imagined  niore  aflfeO:ing 
than  the  condition  of  this  unfortunate 
Princefs.  Who  could  behold,  without  the 
moft  fympathetic  emotion,  a  Queen  of 
France,  the  filler  of  Emperors,  in  the  pre- 
fence  of  her  hufband  and  children,  implor- 
ing 
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ing  the  protection  of  a  fmall  band  of  gen-» 
tlemen,  and  a  few  grenadiers  ? 

Philofophy  may  demonftrate  that  a  wo- . 
roan  in  a  far  inferior  walk  of  life,  when  her 
huiband,  her  children,  and  herfelf,  are  in 
the  {aihc  danger^  and  who  has  as  much,  or 
'perhaps  more,  happinefs  to  lofe  in  lofiog 
them,  ought  to  command  our  fympathy  in 
an  equal,  if  not  a  fuperior  degree. 

After  philofophy  has  demonftrated  this, 
even  thofc  who  admit  the  demonftratioa 
will  ftHl  enter  more  warmly  into  the  diftrefs 
of  tlie  Queen,  than  into  that  of  the  woman 
in  an  inferior  walk  of  life. 

It  may  be  repeated,  that  the  latter  is  as 
worthy  and  as  amiable  as  the  former ;  that 
ihe  loves  her  hufband  and  her  children,  and 
is  beloved  by  them  as  muchj^hat  in  her 
more  humble  fphere,  (he  enjoyed  more 
happinefs,  and  therefore  in  rfeality  is  in  dan-^ 
ger  of  fuffering  a  greater  lofs  than  the  other 
can.  When  the  voice  of  philofophy  has 
M  3  repeated 
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repeated  all  this^   what  ddes  the  human 
heart  anfwer  ? 

Without  difputing  about  -^h^i  ought  to 
be,  but  avowing  honeftly  what  /V,  the  hu- 
man heart,  faithful  to  its  firft  impreffions, 
or  prejudices  if  you  pleafe,  will  anfwer — ^I 
take  a  ftronger  intereft  in  the  diftreffes  of 
the  Queen. 

A  little  after. feyen  o'clock,  M,:Rhoede- 

rer,  with  other  officers  of  the  department, 

entered  the  room  where  the  King  was,  and 

declared,  **  that  the  palace  was  furrounded 

by.  an  i^refiftible  number  of  ar.med  men ; 

that  the    national  guards  who  had  come 

early  in  the  morning  were  corrupted,  and 

more  ready  to  affift  than  oppofe  the  aflait- 

ants ;  that  the  King,  Queen,  their  children 

and  attendants,  were  on  the  point  of  being 

flaughtered ;  and  that  there  were  no  other 

means  of  fafety  left  for  them,  but  imme* 

diately  to  put  themfelves  under  the  protec* 

tiou  of  the  National  Aifembly/' 

This 
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This  was  a  moft  humiliating  meafure, 
particularly  in  the  eyes  of  the  Queen,  who, 
on  hearing  this  idea  once  infinuated  before, 
had  faid  that  flie  would  rather  be  nailed 
to  the  walls  of  the  palace,  and  ftillfhewed 
\hc  greateft  avcrfion  to  going;  but  on  its 
being  urged  that  there  was  no  other*  refuge 
for  the  King  and  her  children,  and  that  even 
this  would  be  loft  if  not  taken  immediately 
— heaving  a  profound  figh,  fhe  faid,  "  It  is  v 
the  laft  facrifice,  Jet  it  be  made !"  / 

The  fame  motive  of  tendernefs  for  her 
children  which  determined  the  Queen,  pre- 
vented the  King  from  hefitating  longer. 
The  whole  royal  family  fet  out  immediately, 
accompanied  by  a  detachment  of  Swifs  and 
of  the  national  guards  on  duty  within  the 
palace.  Thofe  troops  formed  a  lane  along 
the  terrace  of  the  Feuillans,  through  which 
the  royal  family  and  their  attendants  walk- 
ed to  the  hall  of  the  National  Aflembly. 

It  is  infinitely  to  be  regretted  that  the. 
M  4  King, 
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King)  before  he  qjaitted  the  palace,  did  not 
direfl:  thofe  who  remained  within  it,  imme*. 
diately  to  capitulate  with  the  leaders  of  the 
infurgcnts,  and  throw  the  gates  open  to  the 
people;  this  would  have  faved  the  lives  of 
many  gallant  men,  which,  however  es^pe- 
dient  it  might  have  been  to  rifk  in  defence 
of  the  King  and  royal  family,  ought  not  to 
have  been  expofed  for  the  prefervation  of 
.the  walls  and  furniture  of  a  palace. 

This  is  to  be  imputed  tp  the  concern  and 
agitation  of  the  King's  mind  at  a  time  fo 
critical  and  alarming:  for  I  give  no  weight 
to  the  aficrtion  of  thofe  who  pretend  that 
he  took  this  ftep  for  the  fake  of  having  a 
double  chance  in  his  favour,  that  if  the 
aflailants  were  repulfed,  he  might  be  carried 
vidorious  to  the  palace  j  and  if  the  reverfe 
happened,  he  might  ftill  remain  in  fafety 
at  the  AfTembly, 

Such  an  interpretation  of  this  unhappy 
Prince's  condudl  is  not  furprifing,  at  a  time 

when  . 
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Viihea  bis  moll  indifi^rent  and  even  kudaUe 
anions  are  perverted  into  crimes,  by  tbc 
unrelenting  rancour  of  his  enemies. 

Some  time  before  the  King  reviewed  the 
trdops  in  the  courts  and  gardens  of  the 
Xuileries,  M.  Dejoly,  minifter  of  juftice, 
had  gone  to  the  Affembly,  and  informed 
them  of  the  King's  having  heard  that  unea- 
finefs  had  been  expreffed  refpeding  theper- 
fonal  fafetyof  Petion :  **  His  Majefty  there- 
fore affured  the  Affembly,  that  he  had  been 
glad  to  fee  the  mayor  of  Paris  in  the  palaces 
that  he  had  ordered  him  to  be  treated  with 
all  proper  attention  while  he  remained,  and 
allowed  him  to   depart  the  moment   the 
Affembly  had  fent  for  him.     But  his  Ma- 
jefty under  ftanding  that  there  were  ft  ill  great 
multitudes  aflembled  in  fome  of  the  fuburbs^ 
atid  that  they  fpoke  of  marching  to  the  pa- 
lace and  to  the  hall  of  the  Affembly,  he  re- 
commended it  to  the  reprefentatives  of  the 
people  to  confider  of  meafures  to  prevent 
^  the 
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the  ill  confequences  which   might  attend 
fuchaftep.'* 

One  member  obferved  on  this,  that  there 
were  laws  exifting  againft  diforderly  aflem- 
blies  of  the  people,  dnd  it  was  the  bufinefs  cf 
the  executive  power- to  put  tliem  ih  execu- 
tion. 

Accordingly  no  meafures  for  the  Kings 
fafety  were  adopted  by  the  Aflembly ;  nor 
was  any  other  notice  taken  of  the  meflage, 
than  that  conveyed  in  the  crabbed  obferva- 
tion  juft  mentioned. 

Oflelin,  a  municipal  officer,  came  to  the 
Aflembly  to  give  an  account  of  theltate  of 
Paris.  He  faid,  that  at  the  fcdion  of  Quinze- 
vingts  he  had.  found  a  great  confluence  of 
people ;  ths^t  it  was  with  difficulty  he  could 
get  into  the  hall  w^here  the  prefident  was: 
that  they  were  occupied  in  making  very  vio- 
lent motions ;  the  following  among  others : 
That  if  the  National  Alfembly  had  not  de- 
creed ihtdkheance  by  eleven  o'clock  at  night, 
the  tocfinihould  be  founded.  OiTelin  faid,  he 

had 
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liad  remonftrated  againft  fo  violent  a  refolu- 
tion ;  that  it  would  be  affrontive  even  to  a 
country  Juftice  to  didlate  a  particular  judg- 
ment, and  exafl:  that  he  fliould  pronounce 
it  by  a  precife  hour. 

He  pi;oceeded  to  inform  the  Aflembly  of 

wh4t ;  he  had  obfervcd  at  other  fcdions : 

that  he  had  piet  a  drummer  beating  the 

general,  and  had  gone  to  the  guard-room, 

and  required  of  the  ofl5cer  to  order  him  to 

ftc^;  which  the  officer  refufed  t6  do,  fayingi 

that  what  was  dpne  was  by  authority  of 

Mandate     Oflelin  accufed  Mandat  of  being 

the  caufe  of  all  the  alarm  in  which  Paris  was, 

by  ordering  the  general  to  be  beat,  by 

placing  cannon  at  different  pods,  and  by 

^  giving  dired^ons  whe  n  the  people  fhould 

move  with    a  petition  to    the   Tuileries, 

to  attack  them  in  front  and  rear,  and  dif* 

perfe  them  at  all  events^ 

Oflejin  added,  that  after  his  courfe  through 

the  fc<^ons,  he  had  returned  to  the  town- 

houfe. 
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houfe,  where  he  faw  Mandat  arrive,  who 
pretended  he  had  received  orders  from 
Petiqn,  which  would  juftify  all  the  mea- 
fures  he  had  taken;  but  that  he  had  not 
fliewn  any  fuch  orders. 

A  member  of  the  Aflembly  obferved, 
that  the  mayor  himfelf  had  acknowledged 
that  he  had  ordered  the  commander  of  the 
national  guards  to  double  the  number  at 
every  poft,  and  to  beat  the  retreat;  and 
that,  in  fad:,  he  underftood  that  it  was  the 
retreat  which  was  beat. 

While  they  were  difputing  on  this  dif- 
ference in  the  account,  M.  Dejoly  Returned 
to  the  Aflembly,  and  faid,  As  the  diforders 
of  the  capital  were  every  moment  afiuming 
a  more  alarming  afped,  he  imagined  it 
A\ould  be  proper  to  fend  a  deputation  of 
their  members  to  be  near  the  perfon  of  the 
King,  as  had  been  done  on  the  aoth  of 
June. 

This  was  oppofed  by  fome  j  one  of  the 
6  members 
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members  faid,  that  on  the  occafion  alluded 
to,  that  generous  meafure  of  the  Affembly 
had  not  prevented  a  perfidious  and  calumni- 
ating proclamation,  by  the  King's  autho- 
rity,' from  appearing  the  following  day. 

Thofe  who  oppofed  fo  natural  and  fp  juft 
a  propofal,  may  be  fufpefted  of  knowing 
of  fome  violent  meafure  being  intended 
againft  the  King,  which  they  were  unwilling 
to  prevent. 

Others  however  obferved,  that  when  one 
of  the  fupreme  powers  of  the  conftitution 
was  threatened,  the  other  ought  to  defend 
that  which  was  in  danger;  therefore,  as 
the  King  was  threatened,  \t  was  the  duty  of 
the  Affembly  to  fly  to  his  afEftance. 
.  It  was  likewife  propofed  to  invite  the 
King  to  come  to  the  Affembly,  as  a  place 
of  greater  fafety  than  the  palace. 

While  this  was  debating,  a  ferjeant  of 
the  national  guard  fucjdenly  entered  the 
hall,  with  evident  marks  of  terror  on  his 

counte- 
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countenance.  He  declared  that  he  had  jaft 
fcen  a  battahon  of  Marfeillois  marching  ta 
the  Tuileries  ;  that  they  had  pointed  their 
Cannon  againft  the  palace,  I  believe,  con- 
tinned  he,  that  the  King  is  in  danger  of 
being  aflaflinated.  This  man's  emotion 
was  fo  great,  that  he  could  hardly  pro- 
nourice  the  laft  word* 

In  the  mean  time,  fome  members  of  the 
council  general,  whofe  power  had  been 
tifurped  in  the  manner  already  mentioned,^ 
entered,  and  gave  an  account  of  that  An- 
gular tranfadion. 

It  was  directly  moved  by  fome  of  the 
deputies,  to  pafs  a  decree  againft  this 
ufurpahon,  and  reftore  tlie  original  council.^ 

This  was  oppofed  by  other  deputies, 
fome  of  whom  no  doubt  had  promoted  the 
hafty  nomination  made  by  the  fedi'ons, 
and  approved  of  all  th«  had  been  done 
by  the  new  council. 

One  member^  obferving  that  there  was: 
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no  Jlkelihood  of  their  coming  foon  to  ail 
agreement  on  that  head^  renewed  the  mo- 
tion for  fenditig  a  deputation  to  the  palace^ 
putting  them  in  mind  of  the  danger  in 
which  the  King  was.^ 

To  this  another  fullenly  replied,  that 
his  conftituents  had  not  named  him  to  the 
National  Aflembly,  to  be  fent  on  deputa- 
tions,  but  to  ferve  the  public  ;  he  would 
therefore  remain  in  the  Aflembly,  which 
was  his  poft,  and  die,  if  neceflary,  in  the 
fervice  of  his  country. 

M.  Emmery  faid,  that  he  was  as  ready 
to  die  in  the  fervice  of  his  country  as  any 
oiie  ;  but  he  alfo  thought  it  his  duty  to  do 
every  thing  in  his  power  to  preferve  the  life 
of  the  King,  and  the  Royal  Family,  which 
he  feared  were  in  danger;  and  therefore 
moved,  that  a  deputation  fhould  be  inftantly 
fent  to  the  palace  to  protect  the  perfon  of 
his  Majefty,  and  accompsipy  \\\rxi  and  his 

family 
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family  to  the  hall  of  the  Aflembly,  if  they 
chofe  to  come. 

When  this  was  about  to  be  decreed,  it 
l^ras  announced,  that  the  King  and  Royal 
Family  were  on  the  way  coming  from  the 
palace  to  the  Aflembly.  This  threw  the 
Aflembly  into  great  agitation,  and  fome  of 
the  members  Teemed  apprehenfive  of  the 
King's  fafety. 

According  to  an  article  of  the  Conftitu- 
tion^ "  as  often  as  the  King  goes  to  the 
Lcgiflative  Aflembly,  he'  ought  tp  be  re- 
ceived, and  recondudled  to  the  palace,  by  a 
deputation." 

In  the  confufion  of  the  prefent  occafion,  ■ 
the  prefident  probably  did  not  recoiled  this; 
but  a  number  of  the  members  of  themfelves 
went  out  to  receive  the  King;  and  foon 
after,  the  King,  Queen,  tjie  Princefs  Royal, 
and  the  Princefs  Elizabeth,  entered  the  hajl 
of  the  Aflembly,  a  grenadier  walking  before 

with 
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with  the  Prince  Royal  in  his  arms,  whom 
he    placed    on    the    table  of  the  Secreta- 
ries. 

The  King  took  his  feat  at  the  fide  of  the 
prefident,  and  addrefled  the  Aflembly  in  the 
words  already  mentioned. 

The  Queen,  and  the  reft  of  the  Royal 
Family,  placed  themfelves  on  the  bench  ap- 
pointed for  the  minifters,  three  ladies  of 
the  court  attending  them. 

After  the  King  had  fpoken,  and  the  pre- 
fident had  anfwered,  a  fliort  debate  of  a  An- 
gular nature  took  place.* 

It  was  obferved  by  a  member,  that 
*'  the  Aflembly  could  not  proceed  to  bufi- 
nefs  in  the  prefent  fituation  ;  that  the  more 
critical  the  ftate  of  affairs  was,  the  more 
ftridly  ought  they  to  obferve  the  fo^ms  of 
the  conftitution.  The  words  of  the  8th 
^article  of  the  4th  fcdion  in  the  chapter  on 
the  exercife  of  the  legiflative  power,  are, 

you  I.  N  Lc 
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Le  corps  Ugiflattfcejfera  d'itre  corps  diliberant^ 
tant  que  k  Roijera  prifent  *. 

He  moved,  therefore,  that  the  King 
fhould  be  defired  to  place  himfelf  at  the 
bar^. adding,  that  he  hoped  the  people  would 
offer  no  violence  to  his  perfon* 

Cambon  faid,  it  would  be  more  decent 
to  place  the  King  in  the  tribune,  which  tl^c 
prefident  had  at  his  difpofah 

Since,  faid  another,  the  prefence  of  the 
King  arrefts  all  our  proceedings ;  and  (incc, 
whether  he  remains  at  the  fide  of  the  pre- 
fident, or  goes  to  the  feat  at  the  extremity 
of  the  hall,  he  is  equally  under  the  protec- 
tion of  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people ; 
1  move,  that  he  be  defired  to  take  his  feat 
at  one  cf  the  extremities  of  the  hall  +. 

*  The  legiflative  body  fliall  ccafe  to  be  a  deliberatifc 
body  as  long  as  the  King  is  prefent. 

f  There  are  places  at  each  end  of  the  hall,  behini 
the  benches  for  the  members,  and  where  ftrangers  arc 
admitted  to  fit. 

2  At 
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At  fhit  ihftant  the  King  whifpered  th6 
jprefident,  who,  addreffing  the  Aflemblyi 
faid  that  the  King,  of  himfelf,  defired  to  go 
to  one  of  the  ends  of  the  halL 

If  the  King  or  his  family  wifh  to  tetire^ 
iaid  Cambon,  they  ought  to  have  it  in  their 
t)oweri  T^e  feats  at  the  extremity  of  the  hall 
are  not  proper  for  them  ;  the  bar  is  ftill 
lefs  fo  ;  the  place  affigned  by  the  conftitu^ 
tion  for  the  King,  as  chief  of  the  executive 
power,  is  at  the  fide  of  the  prefident ;  he 
cannot  be  feated  at  the  bar. 

To  this  a  member  replied,  That  although 
the  King  was  chief  of  the  executive  power^ 
he  was  ftill  a  citizen ;  and  therefore*  lilfc 
other  citizens,  he  might  fit  at  the  bar,  in 
which  cafe  he  will  not  be  within  the  limits 
of  the  Aflcmbly,  and  we  may  debate  with 
freedoiii* 

The  King  oh  hearing  this  tame  diredly 

down  from  his  feat,  and  placed  himfelf  With 

N  a  his 
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his  family  on  the  benches  deftincd  for  the 

xninifters. 

But  it  was  obferved,  that  he  was  ftill 
within  the  Affembly,  and  according  to  the 
conftitution  it  would  be  impoflible  for  the 
Aflfembly  to  do  bufinefs.  It  was  therefore 
moved,  that  the  King  fhould  go  into  the 
box  which  has  been  already  defcribed.  His 
Majefty  and  all  the  Royal  Family,  with 
fome  of  their  attendants,  went  accordingly 
and  placed  themfelves  within  that  box. 

After  which  MiRhoederer  (procureur  of 
the  department),  who  had  come  with  the 
King,  and  had  remained  ever  fince  at  the 
bar,  gave  an  account  of  many  of  the  events 
above  mentioned  j  only,  as  he  did  not  know 
of  the  death  of  Mandat,  but  thought  him 
under  arreft  at  the  town-houfe,  he  faid  no- 
tiling  of  him,  but  declared  that  a,  vaft  mul- 
titude of  people  being  aflembled  in  the  Ca^ 
roufel,  and  cannon  being  pointed  againfir 
^e  palace^  fome  of  the  populace  had  knocb- 

ed 
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6d  with  violence  at  one  gate ;  oh  which  he, 
\^ith  two  municipal  officers,  had  fpoken  to  ^ 
them.  They  faid  they  had  a  petition,  and 
muft  fpeak  to  the  King.  M.Rhocderet  anfwer- 
cd,  that  the  whole  could  not  enter,  but  he  of- 
fered to  admit  a  deputation  of  twenty  of  their 
number,  who  fhould  be  fafely  conduced  to 
prcfent  their  petition  to  the  King  ;  and  that 
they  had  retired  to  confer  with  their  leaders 
on  this  propofaL 

M.  Rhaderer  continued  to  narrate  that 
he  had,  after  this,  fpoken  to  the  national 
guards  within  the  area  of  the  court,  and 
told  them,  that  although  they  were  there  to 
preferve  the  peace,  yet  the  lavr  allowed  them, 
in  cafe  of  theiV  being  attacked,  to  repel 
force  by  force,  and  that  they  feemed  dif- 
pofed  to  do  their  duty  j  but  on  his  fpeak- 
ing  the  fame  language  to  the  cannoniers, 
ttfey,  by  way  of  anfwer,  had  unloaded  their 
pieces,  and  they  plainly  ihewed  that  they 
would  make  no  refiftance  whatever  to  the 
N3  multi- 
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multitude  J  that  having  heard  nothing  <^ 
the  commander  in  chief  of  the  national 
guards,  not  knowing  what  his  plan  of  de-- 
fence  w^s,  and  there  having  been  no  oom^ 
municatioa  whatever  between  the  depart^ 
ment  and  the  municipality  fince  Mandat 
had  left  the  palace  to  go  to  the  town-^houfe } 
he?iring  every  moment  of  frpflx  multitudes 
advancing  from  the  fiiburbs^  and  perceiving 
no  means  of  proteding  the  King  and  Roya^ 
Family,  he  had  propofed  that  they  fhould 
leave  the  palace,  and  feek  an  afylnm  in  the^^ 
National  Aflembly, 

He  had  hardly  finifhed  his  narrative, 
which  was  long  and  circumftantial,  when, 
an  officer'  appeared  at  the  bar,  and  declared 
that  the  g^tes  of  the  palace  were  on  the 
point  of  being  for<:ed  j  that  many  citizens 
would  be  murdered,  and  begged  tlie  Affem- 
bly  to  think  of  fome  means  of  faving 
til  em. 

M.  Lamarque  faid,  "  Without  examining 

at 
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at  prefent  into  the  caufe  of  thofe  events, 
let  us  think  only  how  to  prevent  the  horrors 
that  are  threatened.  I  move  that  the  Aflem- 
bly  fhall  inftantly  order  ten  of  their  mem- 
bers to  go  and  admonifh  the  people  againft 
fuch  excefles  j  invite  them  to  peace,  order, 
and  obedience  to  law ;  let  the  commiflaries 
throw  themfelves  between  the  defenders 
and  the  attackers  of  the  palace  j  prevent, 
if  poffible,  this  double  maflacre  of  citizens ; 
and  I  defire  (continued  he)  to  prefent  myfelf 
to  their  firft  fire,  if  they  fhall  fire  on  each 
other." 

Guadet  propofed  alfo,  that,  as  from  M# 
Rhoederer's  account,  it  appeared  that  the 
commander  in  chief  was  under  arreft,  they 
ihould  appoint  twelve  members  to  go  to 
the  town-houfe,  take  the  commander  out 
of  arreft,  and  re-eftablilh  the  communica* 
tion  between  the  department  and  the  mnnU 
cipality. 

Some  members  faid,  they  had  juft  heard 
N  4  that 
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that  the  commaader  of  the  natioaal  guard 
bad  been  killed  r 

"  If  that  is  fo  (refumed  Guadet),  your 
deputation  muft  be  authorized  to  appoint 
fome  other  officer  to  that  place  in  his 
ftead/' 

The  motions  of  Lamarque  and  of  Gua- 
det were  both  adopted ;  and  the  prefidcnt 
^laving  named  the  members  for  the  firft  de- 
putation, they  haftened  to  the  Caroufel,.  to 
prevent  the  commencement  of  bloodlhed* 

A  very  fhort  time  after  they  were  g<>nc, 
the  firing  of  cannon  was  heard,,  and  a  great 
noife  in  the  garden  of  the  Tuileries. 

In  the  intervals  of  the  cannonade,  a  con- 
tinued fire  of  mufketry  was  heard. 

The  people  at  the  gat«  called  to  arms; 
fome  of  the  deputies  ftarted  up  as  if  they 
intended  to  leave  the  hall ;  others  called, 
"  No,  no,  this  is  our  poft — here  we  ought 
to  die/' 

Merlct, 
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Merlet,  the  prefident,  not  being  pre&nt^ 
Vergniaud  had  fat  as  prefident  j  he  novr 
yielded  his  place  to  Guadet,  who  faid, 

*'  In  the  name  of  our  country,  I  require 
of  the  AlTembly  to  remain  calm  and  in 
filence." 

In  this  ftate  they  did  remain  for  a  con- 
fiderable  time. 

The  cries  of  vidory  were  heard,  and 
they  were  told  that  the  Swifs  were  flying. 

It  was.  apprehended,  that  in  their  retreat 
they  might  enter  the  halL 

"  No  armed  force  will  enter  here  (faid  the 
prefident)  ;  I  am  juft  informed  that  many 
Swifs,  who  took  no  part  in  the  aftion,  are 
difcharging  their  mulkets  in  the  air,  to  fhew 
that  they  never  intended  to  join  thofe  who 
fired  on  the  people.'^ 

The  Minifter  of  the  Marine  declared  that 
he  had  carried  orders  from  the  King,  to  thofe 
Swifs  who  were  around  the  hall,  not  to  ufe 
their  arms  j  and  he  defired  that  the^ffem* 

bly 
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bly  would  order  them  to  be  accortipanicd, 
by  municipal  officers,  to  fome  place  of 
fafety. 

At  one  time  there  was  fuch  a  noife  and 
buftle  in  the  paflage  immediately  behind 
the  two  £mall  rooms  in  which  the  Royal 
Family  were,  that  their  attendants  became 
apprehenfive  that  fome  ruffians  were  about 
to  break  in  and  offer  them  violence  j  and 
therefore  they  endeavoured  to  v^ench  out 
the  iron  bars  which  feparated  the  box  from 
the  hall  of  the  Aflembly,  that  the  Royal 
Family  might  throw  -  themfelves  into  the 
hall,  if  neceflary:  the  bars  were  not  re-^ 
moved  till  the  King  himfelf  affifted,  and 
by  repeated  efforts  at  laft  forced  the  bars 
cut. 

It  was  thought  neceflary  to  authorife  a 
commiffion  to  make  a  proclamation,  in- 
viting the  people  to  refpeft  the  lives  and 
properties  of  the  citizens ;  the  proclamation 

to 
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to  be  preceded  by  the  words,  Five  Ja  Libert ij 
rPverEgaliti! 

It  was  propofed  to  add,  Vive  U  -Confti^ 
tution! 

This  laft  was  not  adopted. 

After  this,  the  deputation  from  the  new 
countil,  which  had  b^en  elected  the  pre^ 
g^ng  night  by  the  fedions,  entered  the 
hall,  and  t^eir  prefident  fpoke  in  the  terms 
formerly  mentioned. 

One  of  the  moft  remarkable  occurrences . 
of  tlut  memorable  day,  and  which  forms 
the  ftrongeft  contraft   with   moft   of  the 
others,  happened  in  the  National  Aflfembly 
itfelf. 

After  thp  Swifs  began  to  give  way,  and 
when  thofe  ill-fated  fol^iers,  aflailed  on  all 
fides,  were  flaughtered  without  remorfe,  a 
citizen  of  Paris  had  the  humanity  and  the 
courage  to  protefl  one  of  them  whom  he 
faw  overpowered  by  numbers,  and  ready 
to  be  facrifi<ied. 

Having 
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Having  torn  tWs  poor  Swifs  from  the 
hands  of  his  aflailants,  he  conduced  him 
oircr  the  bodies  of  his  countrymen  to  the 
bar  of  the  National  Aflembly. — **  Hcrfe 
(cried  the  generous  Frenchman)  let  this 
brave  foldier  find  protedion — Ihave  faved 
him  from  the  fury  of  my  fellow- citizens, 
trhofe  ftiemy  he  never  was,  and  only  ap- 
peared to  be  through  the  error  of  others; 
that  is  now  expiated,  and  Oh!  let  him  in  this 
hall  find  mercy  I^ 

Having  exprcflVd  himfelf  in  fuch  terms, 
he  threw  his  arms  around  the  neck  of  the 
foldier ;  and  overcome  by  fatigue  of  body 
and  agitation  of  mind,  he  adtually  fainted 
in  the  arms  of  him  whofe  life  be  bad 
iaved. 

The  fpcdators  could  not  but  be  affefled 
by  this  fcene.  When  the  man  had  by  their 
tare  recovered  hia  recoUedion,  he  begged 
that  he  might  be  permitted  to  carry  the 
Swifs  to  his  houfej  for  he  faid  it  would  be 
8  a  happi- 
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a  happinefs  to  him,  to  lodge  and  maintain^ 
daring  life,  the  perfon  whom  he  had  had 
the  good  fortune  to  fnatch  from  death. 

Notwithftanding  the  indignation  which 
the  King  and  Queen  muft  have  felt  at  many 
things  they^had  heard,  they  were  the  firft 
who  began  the  applaufe  on  this  occafion, 
which  inftantly  became  univerfal. 

Theprefidcnt  addreffed  the  citizen  in  thefe 
words :  "  L'Aflemblee  Nationale  vous  a  en- 
tendu  avec  interet.  EUe  applaudit  a  votre 
courage  ct  a  votre  g^nerolitc*/* 

Several  of  the  national  guards  came  and 
congratulated  both  the  Swifs  foldier  and  the 
citizen  who  had  faved  him. 

Sk  member  of  the  Affcmbly  propofed^ 
tkat  the  name  of  the  citizen  fhould  be  in- 
ferted  in  the  proces  verbal,  which  was  in- 

*  The  National  Aflembly  has  heard  you  with  plca« 
fyacj  and  applauds  your  courage  and  your  generofity* 

ftantly 
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ftatntly  agreed  to  j  and  one  of  the  fecrctaiici 
linnouncedv  that  the  generous  fcitizen^s 
name  ^iras  Clemence,  and  that  he  was  hj 
profeflion  a  wine  merehanti 

Amidft  the  tranfadions  of  the  1 6th  of 
Auguft,  and  thofe  too  prevalent  of  late  in 
this  country y  it  is  no  fmall  relief  to  the  mind 
to  meet  with  one  of  this  kind* 

On  a  review  of  all  the  well  authenticated 
circumftances  which  have  come  to  my 
knowledge,  relative  to  the  affair  of  the  loth 
of  lad  Auguft,  it  feems  moft  probable  that 
nothing  more  than  a  plan  of  defence  was  in- 
tended in  the  Tuileries,  that  the  cataftrophe 
of  that  day  was  owing  to  the  ufurpation  of 
the  new  council  of  the  Commune  de  Paiis^ 
the  murder  of  Mandat,  and  the  boldnefs  of 
the  foederes  from  Marfeilles  and  Brittany^ 

That  if  Mandat  had  refufed  to  obey  the 
fummons  of  the  new  council,  which  he 
certainly  would  have  done,  had  he  knownt  , 

that 
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that  it  was  new;  had  he  remained  at  ^he 
Tuilerics  to  encourage  the  national  guards 
by  his  prefence  and  words,  and  had  the 
council  within  the  palace  been  more  decir 
five  and  uniform,  the  attack  on  the  Chateau 
would  not  have  taken  place  j  or,  if  it  had, 
the  event  would  have  been  very  different, 
perhaps  quite  the  reverfe  of  what  it  was. 

To  talk  of  the  King  as  a  tyrant,  who 
had  formed  a  plan  of  bloodfhed,  &c.  is  of 
a  piece  with  the  groundlefs  accufations, 
which  men  of  all  countries,  when  heated 
by  the  fpirit  of  party,  are  apt  to  throw  out 
againft  their  opponents.  So  very  far  was 
Louis  XVI.  from  wifhing  to  fhed  the 
blood  of  the  people,  that  there  is  great 
reafon  to  believe  that  his  averfion  to  every 
meafure  which  might  lead  to  that  is  one 
caufe  of  the  triumph  of  his  enemies,  and  his 
own  misfortunes. 

As  to  the  queftion  of  who  fired  firft,  it 

appears 
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appears  of  little  or  no  importance ;  for  al- 
though it  were  proved  that  it  was  the  Swifs, 
ftill  it  would  be  clear  that  the  people  were 
the  aggreflbrs.  Did  they  not  fliew  a  determi- 
nation to  break  into  the  palace?  Wh^ 
were  the  Swifs  placed  there  for  ?  Was  it  to 
a<3:  as  gentlemen-ufliers  to  an  armed  mul- 
titude ?  No;  they  certainly  did  their  duty  as 
foldiers  in  firing  upon  thofp  who  came  for 
no  other  purpofe  than  to  force  their  paft ; 
for  whatever  orders  the  King  may  have 
given  not  to  fire,  it  is  certain  that  the  Swifs 
never  received  any  fuch :  they  did  not 
even  know  that  he  and  the  royal  family  had 
gone  to  the  National  Aflembly.  What  mo- 
tive but  the  generous  fentiment  of  defending 
them  from  the  fury  of  an  outrageous  rabble 
could  influence  the  Swifs  at  the  time  the 
firing  commenced?  They  faw  plainly  that 
the  cannoniers  were  againft  them  ;  that  thd 
national  guards  were  hcfitating,  and  un- 
willing 
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ivUIiog  to  a£): ;  and  that  the  foederis  \reM 
burfiihg  into  the  palace.  If  at  fUch  a  mo- 
ment they  had  remained  pafliVe,  they  would 
have  forfeited  that  reputation  of  fidelity 
and  courage  which  belongs  to  their 
country. 

If  orders  from  the  King  not  to  fire  had 
been  brought  to  the  Swifs,  which  certainly 
was  not  the  cafe  (but  let  us  for  a  moment 
fu[^ofe  it),  even  in  that  cafe  the  principle 
of  felf-defence,  as  well  as  the  peculiar  fenti- 
ments  of  military  men,  would  have  juilified 
them  in  ading  as  they  did ;  for  at  the  in- 
ftant,  before  the  firing  began,  the  fury  of 
the  afTailants  was  fo  violent,  that  the  Swifs 
had  no  fecurity  of  not  being  maflacred  if 
they  had  not  repelled  them  by  firing;  and 
at  all  events  they  would  have  had  their 
arms  taken  from  them — an  idea  unfupport- 
able  to  foldiers. 
On  the  whole,  to  imagine  that  the  King's 
voL.i,  O  party 
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^Wtty  w^e  the  aggrefTots  on  ihc  loch  of 
Augttft^  fe  as  abfiml  as  to  fiippofe  that  the 
feeder^  atid  theu:  auxiliaries  <Hd  not  mstr^ 
from  the  iBburbs  o£  St«.  Antoine  ta  'die 
<iSiateau  of  the  Tuileries,  but  that  the 
Chateau  weat  to  the  fuburbs  and  attacked 

Auguft  2^- 

A  pro<%iou6  number  of  people  have 
been^refted  fiace  the  lOth,  and  are  now 
in  prifon^  I  am  told  that  a  very  flight* 
caufe  of  fufpicion  is  fufikient  to  pro- 
duce thefe  new  kirlds  of  lettres  de  cachet^ 
which  are  ifiued  by  certain  members  of  the 
Commune  de  Paris  in  great  profufion. 

What  makes  this  *he  more  dreadful,  is^ 
that  thofe  who  are  arrefted  have^at  prefent 
at  lesfcft,  no  means  of  forcing  their  trial  to 
be  brought  on  within  a  reafonable  time^— 
ib  that  a  man,  when  arrefted  and  fent  ta 
4  prifoD^ 
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j^iibo)  does  uot  know  how  long  he  may 
be  confined  before  he  has  an  opportunity 
of  proving  his  innocence.  It  is  a  great 
labile  fince  fome  of  the  ftate  prifoners  at 
Orleans  were  confined,  who  have  not  yet 
been  s^ble  to  obtain  a  triaU 

For  thofe  reafons,  many  perfons  who  are 
confcions  of  nothing  criminal,  but  merely 
(lot  being  conned:ed  with  thofe  who  pro- 
jedted  the  infuiteaion  of  the  ioth,  have 
withdrawn  from  Paris,  and  fome  have  ?b* 
fconded  j  among  the  latter  is  Monfieur  Nar- 
bonne,  late  minifter  for  the  war  department* 
Having  heard  this  gentleman  reprefented  as 
a  warm  firiend  to  the  caufe  of  freedom, 
and  as  I  underftand  that  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  hb  adminiflration  was  en- 
tirely in  his  favour,  I  was  furprifed  when 
firft  told  that  he  had  left  the  country:  but 
the  irregular  and  perfecuting  fpirit  which 
now  prevails^  and  whofe  malignity  is  pecu- 
O  2  liarly 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


(     196    ) 

liarly  dircded  againft  men  of  noWe  birth, 
fufficicntly  juftifiea  the  ftep  he  has  taken. 

M.  de  Narbonne  is  as  much  diflinguifhed 
by  his  talents  as  his  birth,  which  renders 
him  ftill  more  cxpofed  to  the  attacks  of 
envy  and  malevolence  j  for  every  fpecies 
of  pre-  eminence  is  viewed  with  jealous  eyes 
during  the  prefent  rage  for  igallte  —a  term 
fo  eafy  to  be  mifconftrued  that  it  ought  never 
to  have  been  ufed. 

I  heard  a  man  who  is  well  acquainted 
with  the  charadler  of  the  popular  leaders 
declare,  that  he  was  convinced  that  certain 
perfons,  whom  he  named,  and  who  arc 
attached  to  Roland,  would  very  foon  be- 
come odious  to  thefe  leaders,  for  no  other 
reafon  than  that  degree  of  eminence  which 
talents  give,  and  of  courfe  would  be  point- 
ed ouc  by  the  populace  as  dangerous 
men* 

This  kind  of  jealoufy  is  more  univerfal 

than 
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than  maybe  imagined:  in  fome  it  arifes^  f! 
from  their  not  being  able  to  endure  the  con- 
fcioufnefs  of  inferiority ;  in  others,  froi^  an 
idea  that  their  own  intereft  is  moft  likely 
to  be  hurt  by  fuch  men;  and  in  a  third  clafs, 
from  downright  ftupidity,  which  makes  them 
*  prefer  men  like  thcmfelves^  and  diflike  thofe 
ijf  a  contrary  chara£ber. 

The  prefent  ftate  of  Paris  feems  what 
London  would  be  during  the  fufpenfion  of 
the  habeas  corpus  aft,  and  a  fufpenfion  of 
the  courts  of  juftice  at  the  fame  time.  ^ 

If  thofe  mandates  for  arrefts  are  wantonly 
given,  as  it  is  whifpered  to  me  they  are, 
what  a  field  is  opened  for  the  exercife  of 
private  malice  and  revenge  !  Yet  thefe  peo- 
ple dance  about  the  ftreets,  finging  hymns 
to  liberty,  without  regarding  the  defpotifm 
exercifed  in  their  fight,  without  refleding 
that  their  fellow  citizens  are  imnrifoned 
every  day  nobody  knows  why,  and  that 

0  3  they 
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they  thcmfelvcs  may  be  arrefted  to-morrow 
vrith  as  little  reafon.  For  my  o'yvn  part,  I 
am  exceedingly  fhocked  at  the  accounts  I 
hear  of  the  proceedings  of  this  new,  court 
of  inquifition,  called  I  think  Comit^  de  Sur- 
veillance ;  and  I  have  no  patience  with  the 
indifference  and  gaiety  of  thofe  who,  being 
more  nearly  concerned,  ought  to  be  more 
fhocked  than  I  am. 

During  the  execution  of  thefe  arrefts, 
the  barriers  are  fliut,  and  paflports  are  in 
general  refufed-^fome,  however,  have  been 
indulged  with  them.  The  Abbe  Dillon^  I  am 
told,  prefented  himfelf  to  take  the  new  oath 
to  Liberty  and  Equality  —  he  was  defired 
to  fign  it-^he  faid,  that  when  he  had  done 
fo  he  expeded  a  paffport,  as  his  affairs  call-r 
ed  him  out  of  Paris.  It  was  anfwered,  that 
he  could  not  have  one  at  that  time.  How 
then  can  I  fwear  to  maintain  liberty,  faid 
the  Abbe,  fmce  I  find  I  am  not  free ;  or 

equality, 
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ec^uaJitjr^  when  I  know  that  others  have 
bad  pafl^ports  which  are  refufed  to  me? 

I  was  in  die  National  Aflfemhiy  when 
Ae  note  prefented  by  the  Britifh  minifter 
on  his  being  recalled  was  read;  it  was  heard 
in  filencCi  and  no  obferTation  upon  it  was 
made. 

All  the  minifters  were  at  the  ban 
Briflbt  then  read  a  memorial  to  be  pre- 
fented to  the  Conrt  of  Great  Britain,  expla- 
natory of  the  late  meafures.    This  feemed 
to  be  heard  with  approbation^ 

Auguft  34. 
At  the  National  Aflembly  fome  Chevaliers 
de  St.  Louis  ofiered  their  crofles  as  patriotic 
gifts,  and  as  proofs  of  their  love  of  equa- 
lity. The  gift  is  tricing — but  the  fpread- 
ing  this  notion  of  equality  may  have  mif- 
chievous  efieds:  who  knows  what  mean- 
ing Le  Peuple  Souverain  may  at  laft  give  to 
the  >vord  egalit^? 

,04  la 
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tfi  the  Tuileries  and  PaiaU  Rpyal  I  re* 
marked  to-day  a  greater  number  than  ufual 
of  itinerant  haranguers  of  the  populace.  On 
joining  the  audience,  I  found  that  the  fub« 
jfcSt  at  prefent  is  the  victs  of  Kings.  The 
folly,  extravagance^  and  wickednefs  of  the 
French  Princes  ever  fince  the  beginning  of 
the  monarchy  was  generally  mentioned; 
and  the  perfidious  cruelty,  the  effeminacy, 
the  oftentatious  emptinefs,  and  imbecility 
of  Charles  IX.  Henry  III.  Louis  XIV. 
and  Lx)ui8  XV.  were  particularly  pointed 
out.  Henry  the  Fourth  himfelf  was  not 
iparjed  j  his  adventure  with  the  Princefs  of 
Cooti,  and  fome  oppreffive  laws  made  dur- 
ing his  reign  refpe^ting  the  prel'ervation  of 
game,  and  the  fevere  manner  in  which  they 
had  been  put  in  executic^n,  were  ftrongly 
infifted  on,  to  prove  that  even  the  bed  of 
kings  are  oppreffors  of  the  people. 

It  is  not  probable  that  men  who  had  even 
'  tb^t  degree  of  biftorical  knowledge  which 

makes 
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makes  tliem  acquainted  with  the  charaGcr* 
of  thofe  Kings,  "would  have  fpontaneonfly 
gone  to  retail  it  from  a  chair  or  table  in 
thofe  public  plares. 

It  follows  that  all  tbofe  lealous  orators 
are  hired  for  the  purpcfe  of  infpiring  the 
people  with  a  horror  of  monarchy^  and  with 
a  love  of  another  form  of  government.— 
Sometimes  two  orators  Hand  liponoppofitc 
chairs,  and  difpute — onereprefents  anarifto* 
crate,  and  ftarts  feme  feeble  arguments  in  fa- 
vour of  monarchy — which  are  overfetin  the 
iriftant  by  the  arguments  of  his  democratic 
opponent,  who  overwhelms  the  defender 
of  kings  and  nobles  with  ridicule,  and  ex* 
pofes  him^  with  thofe  he  defends,  to  the 
laughter  of  the  audience :  in  Ihort,  every 
fpring  and  engine  which  can  have  influence 
on  the  minds  of  the  people,  is  let  in  motion 
to  bias  them  againft  monarchy,  and  prepare 
thetn  for  the  republican  form  of  government 
wjbicb  is. certainly  intended. 
/-  Augull 
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Auguft  15. 

I  went  this    morning  to  the  Temple. 

Great  misfortunes  ihterefl  the  mind  like 

great  virtues,     I  do  not  believe  that,  during^ 

the  fhort  ftay  I  propofe  to,  make  in  France, 

I  fliould  have  thought  of  going  to  Verfailles, 

had  the  Royal  Family  been  living  there 

in  the  fame  fplendour  I  have  feen  them 

furrounded  with  on  former  occafions :  but 

the  cruel  reverfe  they  now  experience,  has 

feldom  been  abfent  from  my  thoughts  fmce 

the  I  oth  of  this  month ;  and  although  there 

was  little  chance  of  getting  even  a  glimpfe 

of  them,  I  was  attraded  to  the  Temple 

merely  becaufe  they  are  confined  within  its 

walls* 

This  building  Originally  belonged  to  the 

order  of  Knights  Templars  which  arofe  in 

» 

the  time  of  the  earlieftcrulades,  and  was 
deftroyed,  with  the  moft  fhocking  circum- 
ftances  of  cruelty,  on  incredible  pretexts,  in 
the  year  13 13,  by  the  avidity  and  revenge 

of 
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of  Philip  the  Fair,  with  the  concurrence  of' 
Pope  Clement  V.  who  was  then  in  France. 
The  ground  which  belongs  to  the  Temple 
is  furrounded  by  a  high  wall,  on  part  of 
which  are  a   kind  of  battlements  which^ 
I  fuppofe,  crowned  the  whole  wall  formerly. 
This  wall  alfo  enclofes  a  garden  belonging 
to  the  principal  body  of  the  building  j  for  a 
*  great  many  houfes  and  feparate  buildings 
have  been  added,  which  are  inhabited  by 
tradefmen  who  enjoy  particular  privilegeSt 
and  before  the  revolution  the  whole  was  an 
afylum  for  debtors. 

There  were  a  great  many  of  the  national 
guards  at  the  principal  gate,  and  a  party 
under  arms  in  the  inner  court,  when  I  ar- 
rived) but  on  being  informed  that  there 
was  a  particular  fpot  behind  the  building, 
from  which  I  had  a  greater  ptobability  of 
having  my  curiofity  gratified,  I  went  there 
in  company  with  two  gentlemen  and  a  valet 
de  place.- 

Wc 
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We  were  told  that  the  King  and  Queen 
frequently  walked  in  the  garden  ;  and  that 
the  Prince  and  Princefe  Royal  are  feen  there 
ftill  oftener;  that  the  King,  who  difcovers  . 
lefs  concern  than  the  reft,  fometimes  aiks 
queilions  of  the  workmen  who  are  employ- 
ed in  the  garden,  and  in  repairing  part  of 
the  building. 

We  flood  on  a  fort  of  rifing  terrace, 
from  whence  we  could  over-look  the  wall. 
A  perfon  whom  I  accidentally  met  on  the 
fpot  gave  me  this  information,  and  pointed 
o»t  two  windows  in  the  ^ower  which  he 
faid  belonged  to  the  apartment  of  the 
King  and  Queen,  and  at  which  they  were 
fometimes  feen.  While  I  ftood  looking  at 
thefe  jvindows,  occafionally  alking  quef* 
tions  of  our  informer,  one  of  the  national 
guards,  who  was  a  fentinel  near  the  placet 
came  up,  and,  addrefling  me,  faid,  Vous 
prolongez  vos  obfcrvations  un  peu  trop, 

Mon^ 
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Mondeur :  paflez  votre  chemin^  sll  vous 
pkdt** 

Before  I  had  time  to  fpeak,  the  valet  de 
place  faidyCes  melEeurs  font  des  etrangers— 
des  Anglais  +. 

The  fentinel  replied,  Ici  je  ne  connalg 
perfonne  %%  ^^d  then  repeated  what  he  had 
faid. 

Mais,  Monfieur,  pourquoi  |  ?  refumedthe 
valet.  ^  "^ 

Pourquoi !  faid  the  fentidtl  a  little  fierce- 
ly,  parcequ'il  le  faut  §. 

I  checked  the  valet,  and  we  did  what  the 
foldier  required ;  for,  to  borrow  an  expref- 
fion  of  Dr.  Johnfon,  the  requefi  was  reafon^  V- 
able^  and  the  argument  cogent. 

*  You  prolong  your  obfervations  a  little  too  muchj 
Sir  \  you  had  better  be  gone, 
f  Thefe  gentlemen  are  ftrangers ;  diey  are  Englifhf 
%  At  this  place,  I  make  no  diftin£tion» 
)|  But  why  ? 
i  Wby^  becauie  it  mufl;  be  b. 

lam 
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1  am  toJd  the  King  and  Queen  are  rntoW 
ftridly  confined  fince  Madame  de  Lambdlcf 
was  fent  to  the  Hotel  de  Force ;  a  proceed- 
ing which,  of  itfelf,  is  fufficient  to  fill  diemi 
with  vexation  and  terror. 

Tlie  leaft  attention  towards  the  royal 
prifoners,  beyond  what  is  literally  in  the 
inftrudions  given  to  thofe  who  attend  them^ 
creates  fufpicion,  and  gives  offence.  I  waS 
told  that  only  two  days  ago  the  Prince  Royal 
and  his  fifter  were  playing  at  hand  bdl  in 
the  garden,  the  King  and  Queen  were  look- 
ing on ;  the  ball  lodged  in  a  part  of  the 
wall  which  the  children  codld  not  reach  ; 
one  pf  the  commiffaries  of  the  commune, 
who  was  prefent  in  the  garden,  ran  with 
eagernefs  and  reached  down  the  baH  to  the 
Prince.  This  fmall  piece  of  complaifaRce 
•has  been  repeated  and  blamied. 

Independent  of  every  coniideration  of 
humanity,  it  would  be  good  policy  in  thofe 
who  have  the  government  of  this  country^ 

to 
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to  treat  tftie  King  and  Royal  Family  with 
rdfpedand  with  delicacy;  and  independent 
df  every  confideration  of  poKcy,  the  fitua- 
lion  ol^tBat  unfortunate  family  is  fo  affed^ 
ing,  that  it  might  awaken  the  feelings  of 
the  mod  callous-hearted  and  interefted  ftatef- 
men,   and  incline  them  to    meafures  *i6f 
mildnefs^  and  even  rf  generofity. 

A  contrary  condudk  will   double  every    . 
prejudice  againft  the  French   Revolution, 
and  revolt  the  friends  of  freedom  from  the 
prefettt  government  of  France. 

Auguft  2(» 

I  have   heard   certain  members  of  the 
National  Aflembly  complain  of  the  delays 
which  have  prevented  the  ftate  prifoners 
from  being  brought  to  trial ;  particularly 
thofe  of  Orleans.     When  I  firft  heard  this 
mentioned,  I  imagined  it  wsCs  from  good- 
will to  the  prifoners,  who  had  been  fo  long 
confined  without  being  allowed  an  oppor- 
tunity 
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tomty  of  jiiftifying  diemfelves ;  but  I  ^on 
found  that  thdfe  who  made  fuch  comp4aint% 
took  the  guilt  of  all  the  prifoners  for  gr^ nt^ 
cd,  and  were  only  impatient  |br  iheiy  e^cer 
cution.  Indeed  I  heapd  this  avowcK)  cne 
night  at  the  Jacobins,  by  a  fpeaker  whofp 
^iace.I  had  never  before  feen,  atid  whofip 
name  nobody  I  queftioued  could  inform 
me  of. 

After  this  equitable  and  humane  dedara* 
tion^  he  alTerted  that  the  people  expelled 
that  ample  juftice  Ihould  be  fpcedily  done 
on  all  thofe  traitors ;  that  the  patience  of 
the  people  began  to  be  exhaufted  j  and 
then  inllnuated,  in  pretty  plain  terms,  ;that 
if  /e  glaive  de  la  hi  was  withheld  mueb 
longer,  the  people  would  feize  it  with  their 
own  hands,  and  do  themfelyes  juftice. 

If  I  was  furprifed  at  fuch  fentimcnts,  I 
was  ftill  more  to  hear  tjiem  applauded  by 
the  audiepce  in  the  galleries* 

I  afterwards  fpoke  of  this  to  jan  acquaint- 
5  anco 
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lwa09  I  have  made  finoc  I  came   la^  to 
y^ancet  a.Parifiam   I  faid  "I  had  taken 
fome  pains  to  difcovef  the  fentiments  of  the 
people  on  this  fiibjeA,  by  queftioning  thofe 
tsradefttwn  I  had  any  opportunity  of  know- 
ing, by  frequently  converfing  with  the  (hop- 
keepers,  and  with  the  company  I  met  in 
•ofiec-houfes  J  but  I  never  had  perceived  in 
any  of  them  an  impatience  for  the  trial  or 
execution  of  the  prifoners ;  nor  had  I  ever 
feen  any  fymptom  of  a  fanguinary  difpofi- 
tion  in  any  of  the  people,  except  thofe  in 
che  galleries  of  the  National  Aflembly,  and 
the  Jacobin  club.*' 

*^  The  people  you  mention  (he  replied) 
are  the  induftrious  citizens  (la  bourgeoifie) 
of  Paris:  to  them  you  do  no  more  than 
juftit^— they  certainly  are  not  fanguinary — 
though,  if  they  are  much  longer  accuftomed 
to  fee  beads  carried  through  the  ftreets  upon 
pikes,  Heaven  knows  what  they  may  be- 
come.    But  you  muft  remember  that  the 

yOL*  I.  P  rabble 
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although  of  a  difl^rent  chara£ker»  ftiit  tfe 
the  people  as  much  as  thd  others,  hxxi 
CTea  with  regard  to  them  (continoed 
he),  they  would  know  nothing  of  the 
prifoners  at  Orleans  or  elfcwhtrc^  unlefs 
pains  were  taken  to  irtform  them  j  and,  if 
Irft  to  themfelvet^  would  not  trouble  their 
heads  about  them  one  way  or  the  other. 

*^  Their  rage  is  feldom  excited,  JMit  by  the 
high  price  of  bread,  when  the  only  rem^y 
they  think  of,-is  the  dragging  of  a  baker  or 
engroffcr  a  la  lanterne:  there  would  ter- 
minate their  third  of  blood  ;  they  never 
would  have  a  wifh  for  the  death  of  other 
prifoners,  if  they  were  not  wrought  upon 
by  wicked  and  ambitious  men.  And  ftill 
It  may  be  afked,  what  interefk  even  thofe 
men  can  have  in  exciting  the  minds  of  the 
people againft  the  prifoners?  Why,infome 
it  may  proceed  from  a  view  of  being 
tiioUght  very  zealow  patriots  j  in  other8> 
8*  front 
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item  pntote  hatred,  or  a  ptddc^le  of  f^ 
veoge ;  and  io  a  third  iet,  from  a  dread  of 
i^fasa:  the  prifoaers  may  have  it  in  their 
pw^nt  tor  divvdgfc  when  fejt  ^x.  liberty. 

^*  As  for  the  applaufe  or  nmriimti  of  the 
Iribnne^  (added  he)^  they  are  no  fair  indica^ 
tiooB  of  ,the  puUic  opinion* 
'  "  Peo]^  are  placed  in  difierent  parts  of 
,  ^e  l»>ufe,  with  directions  who  and  what 
they  are  to  applaud  or  eondemn.  Ap 
plauders  and  murmurers  ane  to  be  had  at 
all  prices ;  and  as  females  afe  more  no: 
and  to  be  had  cheaper  than  males,  you  will 
obfenre  there  are  generally  more  women 
than  men  in  the  tribunes.*^ 

Such  is  the  moft  probable  account  I  have 
received  on  this  fubjed  }  but  on  whatever 
principle  diis  rancour  againft  the  prifoners 
depends,  I  am  forry  to  fee  it  fo  adive* 

A  petition  was  prefcnted   to  the   Na- 
tional Affembly,  complaining  of  the   de- 
fay  of  the  High  National  Court  of  Juf- 
P  ^  t4«e^ 
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dee,  created  for  the  trial  of  the  prifoncrs  ai 
Orleans,  and  requefting  ita  fuppreffion; 
and  that  thefe  prifoners  fhould  be  direftly 
brought  to  Paris,  and  trred  by  the  criminali 
court  lately  eftabliflied  here.  This  petition 
was  intermingled  with  inftnuadons  of  the 
determination  of  the  pec^le  to  have  juftice ; 
that  they  would  not  be  trifled  with  ;  buti  in 
cafe  of  longer  delay,,  would  be  temj^d  to  . 
avenge  themfelves* 

La  Croix  the  prefident,  a  man  of  great 
'firmnefs,  made  an  anfwer  which  does  him 
honour,  importing  **  that  the  High  Court 
of  Juftice  belonged  to  the  Nation  ;  was  in- 
ftituted  by  the  Conftitution,  and  could  not 
be  fuppreffed  by  the  National  Aflembly ; 
that  fuch  a  power  belonged  to  the  Conven- 
tion Only  ;  that  befidcs,  it  would  be  unjuft 
to  transfer  to  Judges,  chofen  by  the  fingle 
commune  de  Paris',  that  which  the  Nation 
had  configned  to  Judges  elected  by  all  the 
feftions  of  the  empire :  you  .  have  fwora 

equality 
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equality  not  only  of  individual  with  indi- 
vidual, but  with  refped  to  all  the  fedions 
of  France/'  He  finifhed  with  thefe  words  : 
**  II  eft  minuit,  et  les  reprefentans  du  peu- 
ple  n'ont  point  encore  fufpendu  leurs  tra- 
vaux:  fans  cefle  occupes  des  grands  interetS' 

r 

qui  leur  font  confies,  ils  n'en  leront  detour- 
nes  ni  par  les  menaces  ni  par  les  dangers  *." 
There  is  dignity  in  this  anfwer ;  but  that 
country  muft  be  in  a  fad  ftate,  whofe  legif- 
jative  body  are  obliged  to  hear  threats 
from  a  fmall  portion  of  the  people,  without 
having  the  power  of  punifhing  them. 

Auguft  27. 
The  news  arrived  yelferday  at  the  Na* 
(ional  Aflembly,  that  the  town  of  Longwy 
had  furrendered  to  the  Pruffians. 

*  It  is  midnight,  and  the  reprefentatives  of  the  peo- 
ple have  not  yet  ended  their  labours  :  conthiually  oc- 
cupied with  the  great  interefts  with  which'  they  arc 
entrufted,  they  will  not  be  prevented  either  by  threats 
or  danj;ers. 

P3  A« 
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As  this  place  is  toleraU;^  well  fortified^ 
and  had  a  gartifon  of  confidefable  force  b^r 
fides  the  citizens,  the  news  was  unexped- 
cd,  and  made  evident  impreflions  on  the 
minds  of  the  deputies.  After  a  fhoit  (i- 
lencc,  Jean  Debry  rofe  and  made  a  fpeecK 
on  the  prefent  ftate  of  France  ;  obferving,, 
that  (leftitute  of  a  fmgle  ally,  and  attacked 
by  a  coalition  of  defpotic,  princes-  without 
provocation,  and  for  no  other  reafon  thaa 
that  the  French  had  thrown  off  a  defpotic 
and  oppreffive  government,  and  eftablifhed 
^  more  free  and  equal  one,  which  the  ty-* 
rants,  who  were  combined  againft  them, 
imagined  might  excite  their  own  wretched 
&bje£ts  to  attempt  the  fame  j  and  therefore, 
fc«^etting  former  anitnpfities,  thefe  defpots 
made  a  common  caufe  againft  France-^ — 
he  added,  that  as  this  was  the  moft  profli* 
gate  and  extraordinary  caufe  of  war  that 
the  world  had  ever  known,  it  was  neceflary 
to  repd  and  put  an  ead  to  it  by  extraordi. 

oary 
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aary  means.  He  therefore  propofed  disH:  t 
body  of  I  zoo  voluotcers  fhoiild  be  levied, 
whofe  bufiocft  (hould  princq)ally  be — -hi^ 
words  zrt^dont  la  mijfiimftra  pnmpalemetS 
di  s^attacher  ^orfs  a  corps  aux  chefs  des  armia 
ememksy  et  des  rots  qui  let  dirigent  j  that  i% 
whole  bufinefs  it  ihoiUd  be  to  afiaffinate  tbt 
Generals  and  Princes  who  <?oi!ninatided  the 
armies  which  attacked  Fr^tnc^.  He  pro- 
pofed  that  the£s  feled  volunteers  fiiould  be 
divided  among  the  four  armies  which  are 
now  in  die  pay  0f  France  {  that  they  fhould 
be  clothed  and  armed  in  the  manner  bed 
adapted  to  the  purpofe  for  which  they  were 
to  be  employed ;  that  they  flionld  have 
tfro  thousand  Kvres  of  yearly  penfion,  with 
ieverfioa  to  their  children  to  the  third  ge- 
neration. 

This  motion  was  warmly  oppofed  by 
Vergniatid,  as  unworthy  of  a  free  and  en- 
%htened  nation,eqtially  unjuftifiable  and  in- 
expedient ;  ^*for  (faid  he),  even  if  no  argu- 
P4  ments 
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meats  of  juftice  or  hamiaity  coifid  be 
urged  againft  fuch  a  meafurey  how  can  you 
prevent  the  fame  from  being  ufed  againft 
yourfelves  ?  If  you  form  a  band  of  tyranni* 
cides,  will  not  your  enemies  raife  brigaded 
for  the  purpofe  of  a&ffinating  the  leaders 
pf  your  armiea  ?  In  fuch  a  fituation,  whom 
5vill  you  have  to  command  y-our  armies  ?*' 

,  To  this  it   vas  anfwered,  '*  That  the 
hrr\c  reafons  which  are  good  refpeding  the 
condu<^  of  other  wars,  do  not  apply  to 
this  :  this  is  a  war,  o£  dcfpotifm  againft 
freedom,  and  muft  end  in  the  deftru(3ioa 
of-  the  one.  or  the  other.     If  a  ftranger 
enters  a  hPUfe  by  violence  for  the  avowed 
purpofe  of  dilating  the  domeftic  oecooomy  • 
of  the  family,  faying,  IjiQ  not  approve  .of 
your  plan  of  life  within  thefe  walls;  yoU: 
muft  arrange    matters   more   to  fny  tafte, 
otherwife  I  will  put  you  all  to  death-^" 
are  not  the  family  juftifiable  in  deftroying 
this  intruder  by  every  means  in  their  power?  ^ 

'^  Our 
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**  Our  caemie8,we  are  told,  will  make  re- 
prifals.  They  certainly  will  j  but  they  will 
as  certainly  ufe  every  means  in  their  power 
fior  our  deflrudion,  whether  we  pafs  thia^ 
decree  or  not." 

Lariviere  fpoke  with  much  fervour  againft 
the  decree*  Other  members  fpoke  perfonally 
to  Jean  Debry,  urging,  that  the  palling  fuch 
a  decree  might  caufe  the  immediate  murder 
of  many  citizens  of  the  town  of  Longwy^ 
now  in  the  hands  of  the  Pruflians. 

This  laft  argument  prevailed.     Debry  . 
faid:  "  As  I  confiderthe  life  of  one  innocent 
perfon  as  of  more  value  than  any  projed 
of  decree,  I  confent  that  mine  fhall  be  fcnt 
to  the  commtjfion  extraordinaire,^^ 

Lariviere  exclaimed,,  that  even  this  wat 
unworthy  of  the  French  nation,  and  he  de- 
manded the  order  of  the  day. 

It  was  fent  however  to  the  committee ; 
and  there  I  hope  it  will  be  buried,  as  it 
ought,  fcr  ever. 

It 
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It  will  feem.furprifing  that  fuch  a  px'ojea 
wr.s  procluced  in  the  National  Aflembly, 
and  uas  afterwards  approved  of  by  fomd 
petfons  without  doo5^,  who  quoted  the  ex- 
amples of  Scaevola,  Pelopidas,  Timoleon^ 
Brutus,  and  drew  a  comparifon  between 
tbis  intended  brigade  of  1 200,  and  the  fa-^ 
li^ous  band  of  Greeks  who  obtained,  th€ 
appellation  of  the  facrcd  band.  Without 
entering  into  the  merits  of  this  comparifon, 
it  is  evident  that  the  publicity  of  the  decree 
was  a  pretty  furc  means  of  rendering  it  in- 
c&aual. 

A  report  wa^  made  to  the  Aflcmbly,  that 
&veSrai  memben  had  been  indireAIy  making 
application  for  paflports,  that  they  might 
leave  Paris  at  this  cariiis* 

It  was  immediately  propoied  to  decree, 

'  that  every  deputy  who  iliQuld  abandon  his 

poU  at  this  time,  with  or  without  a  paflport, 

iliottld  be  declared  infamous,  and  a  traitor 

(Q  his  country*    Thuriot  faid,  they  ought 

to 
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to  have  fbme  mercy  ob  thofe  who  quined 
a  poft  of  which  they  felt  themfdves  un^ 
worthy. 

Fran9ai8  de  Neufcbateati  propofed^  that 
they  fh#uld  fwear,  not  to  leave  thcit  duty  ai 
deputies  till  they  ftiould  be  replaced  by 
thofe  chofen  for  the  National  Convention. 
At  the  inftant  all  the  members  rofe  arid 
pronounced  this  refolution  ;  an. account  of 
which  was  ordered  to  be  fent  to  evc^  de- 
partment of  France. 

Servan,  the  minifter  at  war,  has  written 
to  General  Luckner  in  the  following  terms: 
the  letter  was  read  in  the  National  Aflembly., 
•*  J  ai  et^  comme  vous,  M.  leMar^chal,  penc- 
tre  d'indignation  contre  ks  laches  ou  les 
traltres  qui  ont  livre  a  Tennemi  la  place  dc 
Longwy.  Comment !  deux  mille  trois  cents 
hommes  de  garnifon,  dans  une  place  bien 
fortifiee,  bien  approvifionnee,  ont-ils  mis  bas 
les  armes,  avant  d'avoir  fouffert  les  horreurs 
d'u»  fiege,  et  d*avpir  vu  leurs  forterefles 

ouvertes 
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buvertes  en  br6che&!  £t  ce  ieroient->Ia  des 
Frao^ais  animes  de  r^fprit  dc  la  libcrte? 
Non,  ce  ne  font  que.  des  laches  ! 

^'  Jimaginc,  M.  k  Mar&hil,  que  vous 
xC  avez  point  tarde  a  aiTembl^r  un  coHr  mar^ 
tial  pour  juger  ces  coupablcs.  Qu'ils  per- 
^nt  la  vie  avec  ignominie  tandis  quails  au- 
roient  pu  la  defendre  avec  honneur^  ou  U 
pePiJre  avec  gloire,  et  utilement  pour  la 
patrie.  H  f^ut  que  la  France  apprenne  la 
punition  en  mSine  terns  que  le  crime  ;  que 
-^cette  punition  donne  du  courage  aux  plus 
laches,  et  qu  elle  v$ng$  Iq.  nom  Fran§ais  *.'' 

This 

*  I  was  equally  with  you,  Sir,  filled  with  indigna- 
tion againft  the  cowards  or  traitors  who  have  furren- 
c?ered  the  town  of  Longwy  to  the  enemy-  How  !  a 
ganifonof  two  thoufand  three  hundred  men,  in  a  place 
•yt-ell  fortified  and  well  provided,  to  lay  down  their 
^rnts  without  having  fuSered  the  horrors  of  a  fiege> 
or  any  breach  having  been  made  in  the  ramparts  !  And 
arc  thofe  Frenchmen  animated  with  the  fpirit  of  li- 
berty ?    No,  they  are  a  fet  of  cowards. 

I  imagipe^ 
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Thid  fetter*  was  univcrfally  applauded  j 
and  a  little  after  M.  Dubayet,  a  lieutenant** 
colonel  of  a  regiment  and  member  of  the 
AiTembly^  demanded  permiilion  to  join  hif 
regimq||||then  on  the  frontiers,  adding,  "  I 
leave  all  my  family  as  hoftages." 

This  was  oppofed  ;  becaufe,  as  was  ob* 
ferved,  if  it  was  granted,  all  the  military 
wen  then  in  the  Aflfembly,  who  no  doubt 
are  equally  willing  to  ferve  againft  the  ene- 
my, would  demand  the  fame  permiflion, 
which  ought  to  be  granted  to  none,  except 
on  condition  that  they  gave  in  their  demif- 

I  imagine,  Sir,  you  have  already  ordered  a  court 
martial  to  try  thofe  criminals :  let  them  lofe  their  lives 
with  difgrace,  Gnce  they  have  not  chofen  to  defend 
them  with  honour,  or  riiked  lofing  them  with  glory  td^ 
themfelves,  and  utility  to  their  country. 

'  It  is  expedient  that  France  fhould  hear  of  the  punifh^ 
aaent  as  foon  as  the  cjime,  that  the  punifliment  may 
give  x:ourage  to  the  moft  cowardly,  ajid  avenge  the 
French  nation. 

0 
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Son  as  member8|  that  others  might  &e  tk&ed 
in  dieir  dead. 

:  Dubayet  faid.  That  he  did  not  confider 
himfelf  at  liberty,  to  refiga  a  fituation  to 
which  he  was  appointed  by  his|pint^$ 
but  that  his  (ituation  was  diflfereat  from 
that  of  his  brother  officers ;  for  the  regi- 
ment of  Bourbonnois,  of  which  he  is  Heu-^ 
tenant-cdionel,  i^  aiftually  on  the  frontiers^ 
nearefi:  the  enemy,  which  is  not  the  cafe 
with  refpe<S  to  the  regiments  to  which  any 
other  military  officer  in  the  Aflembly  be- 
longs. *^  Ah  I  dc  grace,  meffieurs,*'  con- 
tinued he,  "  permettez  moi  d'^aller  montrer 
aux  braves  foldats  que  je  commande,  on 
officier  qui  ne  veut  point  pradifer  avec  les 
ennemis  de  la  liberty.  Je  ne  vcux  point  le 
pardon  de  ces  trattres ;  je  ne  Yeux  point  de 
paix  avec  les  hommes  feroces  qui  devaftent 
le  pays  qui  les  vit  naitre ;  je  leur  declare  la^ 
guerre  pour  toute  ma  vie,    Pcrmettz  moi 

d'aUef 
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d^^Her  ks  eomlbattre^  les  vaiocre  ou  mou^' 

Oae  of  the  members  obferved  to  him, 
*  Voas  avezjur^^comme.nousjdemourirau 
pofte  ou^oQs  6te8,  vous  ne  dcvez  pas  oablier 
ce  ferment  +." 

The  Aflembly  paffed  to  the  order  of  the 
day. 

There  are  people  who  think  that^  atthi« 
crifis,  a  deputy  who  leaves  the  National 
Aflembly  to  join  his  regiment  on  the  fron^ 

*  For  heaven's  fake,  gentlemen,  allow  me  to  go  and 
fkew  to  the  brave  foldiers  I  command^  an  officer  "vAo 
will  not  capitulate  with  the  enemies  of  liberty ;  I  <ii> 
not  aflc  the  pardon  of  thofe  trakors ;  I  defire  no  peace 
with  thofe  ferocious  men  who  lay  wafte  the  country 
which  gave  them  birth;  I  declare  everlafting  war 
againft  them.  Permit  me  to  go  and  oppofe  them^  that 
I  may  conquer  them,  or  die,  •  4 

f  You  have  fworn,  as  well  as  we,  to  (Ee  at  the  poA 
where  you  now  are  placed  s  you  ought  not  tp  forget 
that  oath* 

ticrs^ 
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dcrs,  would  quit  the  poft  of  danger  for  on* 
where  he  would  be  fafen 

The  Aflembly  have  decreed,  that  there 
ihall  be  an  immediate  levy  of  30,000  men 
in  Paris  and  the  neighbouring  departments. 
A  number  of  petitions  were  read,  fome  of 
them  more  remarkable  fot  zeal  thanwifdoms 
but  as  they  were  aH  expreffive  of  patriotifm, 
they  were  heard  with  patience  by  the  Aflem* 
bly,  and  with  applaufe  by  the  galleries. 

A  great  number  of  patriotic  donations^ 
of  no  great  value,  were  made ;  chafleurs, 
who  are  to  fet  out  immediately  to  the  fron- 
tiers, require  the  honour  of  marching 
through  the  hall :  this  is  never  refufed. 

The  ftudents  of  a  college  colled  a  fmall^ 
fum,  and  prefent  it  for  the  ufe  of  the  widows 
j0^d  orphans  of  thofe  killed  on  the  loth. 
One  man  fends  a  piece  of  old  plate  j  another^ 
having  no  plate,  fends  his  filver  buckles  5 
one  fends  four  or  five  mufkets ;  another  as 
many  fvvords,  for  the  ufe  of  thofe  who 
6  march 
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march  to  the  frontiers.  A  body  of  can* 
noniers  appear  at  the  bar,  and  deGre  a  piece 
of  ground  topradife  in.  ^'  The  enemy  are 
advancing,"  faid  the  fpeaker :  *^  vos  braves 
cannoniers  brulent  de  les  terrafler/* 

It  is  natural  for  ftrangers  to  blame  the 
Aflembly  for  allowing  their  deliberations  to 
be  interrupted  in  this  manner. 

It  ought  to  be  remembered,  however,  that 
the  ferious  part  of  the  bufinefs  is  carried 
on  in  committees,  free  from  all  diforder 
and  interruption. 

It  ihould  likewife  be  remembered,  that 
many  of  thofe  things  which  create  noife, 
tend  to  keep  the  people  in  good  humour, 
which  of  itfelf  is  a  great  point ;  they  alfo 
contribute  to  keep  alive  that  enthuriafni 
which  alone  can  enable  the  French  nation 
to  withftand  the  powerful  combined  attack 
which  bears  from  all  quarters  againft  it. 

Servants  letter  was  a  cordial  well  calcu- 
lated for  preventing  the  increafe  of  that  de- 

roL.  !•  Q^  jedion 
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"  jcftion  which  the  taws  df  the  fixrrcnder  of 
Longwy  had  begun  to  fjircad.  A  member 
foon  after  afccnded  the  tribune,  and  defired 
tb acquisiinttheaudience  with  the difpofitions 
in  which  the  citizens  of  Sarrelouis  were. 
He  ^hen  rea4  a  letter  from  the  magiftrates. 
They  write,  that  the  enemy  are  within  a 
league  of  their  town.  "  In  a  few  days  we 
(hall  hear  the  roaring  of  their  cannon  {add 

'  they),  and^we  cxpefl  to  be  befieged  imme* 
diately ;  but  our  inhabitants  and  garrifon, 
fo  far  from  imitating  thofe  of  Longwy,  are 
determined  to  be  cut  to  pieces  {defefaire 
backer)  rather  than  give  up  the  town/* 

How  the  magiftrates  and  inhabitants  of 
Sarrelouis  will  behave  when  it  is  brought 
to  the  teft,  nobody  can  tell ;  but  nothing 
can  be  more  certain  than  that  their  letter 

'  had  an  admirable  effed  upon  the  people  in 
the  tribunes,  who,  by  their  enthufiaftic  ap- 
pl^fe,  plainly  fhewed  that  they  thought  no 

'  more  of  the  lofs  of  Longwy. 

s  .  I' 
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h  imrft  be  confieffed,  that  thofe  people 
have  a  moft  happy  difpofition  for  viewing 
objeAs  in  a  favourable  light,  whoarq  coifli- 
forted  for  the  aSiual  lofs  of' one  town,  by 
the  promfe  that  another  will  be  better  de- 
fended. 

Auguft  a8* 

Lord  Gower  and  his  family  left  .Paris 
yeftcrday  to  return  to  England  :  this  gives 
more  concern  to  many  of  the  moft  intelli- 
gent of  the  French,  than  even  the  furrendcr 
of  Longwy.  They  confider  his  Lordftiip^s 
jecall  as  a  pretty  ftrong  prefumption  of  the 
unfavourable  difpofition  of  the  Britifh 
Court.  Independent  of  all  political  confider- 
ations,  which  may  be ,  fuppofed  to  incliue 
them  to  keep  well  with  Great  Britain  at 
this  panicular  jun<£lur€,  I  am  greatly  de- 
ceived  if  they  have  not  a  higher  efteem-  for 
the  national  character,  and  more  good-will 
to  the  individuals  of  it,  than  for  thofe  of 
Q^z  any 
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any  other  country  in  Eurc^c.  They  alfo 
imagine  it  is  for  the  mutual  intereft  of  both 
countriei,  that  they  fhould  continue  on  good 
terms.  They  allow  that  at  the  prefent  mo- 
ment France  has  a  more  preffing  intereft  in  ' 
this  good  fellowfhip  than  England  ;  but 
they  aflert  it  is  the  reverfe  in  general. 

The  French  think  they  are  lofers  by  the 
commercial  treaty ;  and  they  pretend  that 
they  abide  by  it  notwithftanding,  to  give 
an  unequivocal  proof  of  good  faith  and 
good  will  to  the  Englifti  nation. 

Talking  very  lately  with  a  Frenchman  on 
this  fubj,e£l,  he  obferved,  that  he  under- 
ftood  it  to  be  a  prevailing  notion  in  England, 
that  the  Englifti  are  better  lighters  and 
worfe  negociators  than  the  French  ;  **  but 
continued  he),  without  admitting  the  truth 
of  the  firft  part  ^f  that  opinion,  I  imagine 
there  cannot  be  a  ftronger  proof  of  the 
fallacy  of  the  fecond,  than  the  late  commer-  ^ 
cial  treaty,  by  which  England  has  gained 

more 
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iaott  from  France  than  flie  ever  did  by  the 
moft  fucccfsful  war." 

That  prejudice  in  favour  of  the  charadlec 
of  its  own  inhabitants,  which  I  know:  nd 
nation  devoid  6T,  I  believe  the  French  pot 
fefs  in  full  as  great  a  degree  as  their  neigh- 
bours: it  would  be  very  fingular  if  they 
did  not,  confidering  how  much  their  man- 
ners  have  been  in\itated,  and^their  writings 
admired,  by  all  Europe  for  thefe  two  cen- 
turies paft. 

But  with  whatever  complacency  they  con- 
template themfelves,  the  very  loweft  among 
^the  French  fhew  no  pofitive  hatred  to  fo- 
reigners. They  may  perhaps  imagine  that  it 
is  an  honour  to  be  born  in  France  ;  but  they 
do  not  think  it  a  difgrace  to  be  born  elfe- 
where,  as  the  people  of  the  fame  rank  in 
England  certainly  do. 

If  a  French  coachman   or  fifti- woman 

quarrel  with  a  foreigner,  they  will  make  no 

fcruple  to  give  him  the  word  name  they 

0^3  can 
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cafi  think  of ;  but  aftef  they  have  called 
him  a  fcoundrel,  or  whi2^t^ver  other  abufive 
name  occurs,  they  do  .not  add,  by  way  of 
aggravation,  Italian  fcoundrel,  German 
fcoundrel,  or  Englijb  fcoundrel ;  whefeas 
tbofe  who  deal  in  this  kind  of  rhetoric  in 
England,  are  never  contented  with  calling 
a  foreigner,  whom  they  abufe,  a  fcoundrel, 
bec^fe  poi&bly  the  by-ftanders  might  ima- 
gine him  only  an  Englifh  fcoundrel,  and 
of  courfe  merely  on  a  level  with  honed  mea 
of  other  nations ;  they  therefore  add  the 
name  of  the  country  the  man  comes  from^ 
by  way  of  confummating  his  infamy. 

This  however  is  not  alwayis  confidered 
as  an  injury.  In  the  year  1 745,  a  Scottiih 
foldiar.of  the  rebel  army,  who  was  wound- 
ed at  the  affair  of  Clifton,  and  unaUe  to 
march  with  the  corps  to  which  he  belonged 
when  they  left  Carlifle,  was  taken  prifoner 
with  the  garrifon,  which  confifted  almofl: 
entirely  of  £ngli£hmen* 

Afoldier 
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A  (bldi^r  of  the  King's  armyi  who  wa| 
feotinel  at  the^  prifon  where  this  man  wa§ 
confined,  told  him  one  day^  on  his  enquiring 
for  the  furgeon — **  You  need  not  trouWf 
yourfelf  about  a  furgeon  ;  for  I  can  affurc 
you,  that  you  are  to  be  hanged  rery  foon 
Jor  a  Scotch  rehel^  *       ^ 

**  Thanks  to  you  kindly,  Sir,  fpr  your  in«^ 
formation  (replied  the  wounded  man,  in  thti 
accent  of  his  country);  for,  as  I  was  found  i» 
a  garrifon  of  the  natives,  I  was  juft  fearing 
they  would,  may  be,  have  hanged  me  for  an 
Englijb(m€:\ 

*An  addrefs  from  the  National  AflemWy: 
to  the  inhabitants  of  the  French  frontiers 
was  read  by  M.  Vergoiaud,  who  is  reckon-^ 
cd,  in  point  of  eloquence,  to  be  equal,  if 
not  fuperior,  to  any  of  the  prcfent  deputies. 

*'  Citoyens, 

•*  Votre  pofition  vous  aflure  la  gloire  dc 

comBattre  les  premiers  les  cnnemis  de  la 

Qj|.  Uberte. 
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Kbcrtp:  La  nation  comptc  fur  votrc  ecu* 
tage ;  comptez  fur  fa  reconnoiflance.  Vos 
cnfans  feront  ccux'  de  la  patric,  et  partout 
V0U8  trouvercz  des  compagnons  de  gloire, 
ou  des  vcngeurs  */' 

The  three  commiflioners,  Kerfaint,  An- 
tonclle^  and  Peraldy,  fent  from  the  National. 
Aflembly  on  the  night  of  the  icth  to  the 
army  commanded  by  M.laFayette,  appeared 
this  day  in  the  hall.  As  the  duty  they 
were  fent  on  was  of  a  very  dangerous  na- 
ture, and  had  been  attended  with  more  fuc- 
cefs  than  many  people  expedcd,  they  were 
received  with  long  continued  applaufes. 

Kerfaint,  with  manly  and  perfpicuous 
eloquence,  narrated  the  various  incidents 
which  had  occurred  during  their  expedition* 

♦  Your  fituation  fecurcs  to  you  the  honour  of  being 
the  firft  to  engage  the  enemies  of  liberty.  Your  coun* 
try  relies  upon  your  courage^  do  you  rely  on  her.grati-^ 
tude.  Your  children  will  be  adopted  as  hers^  an4 
you  will  find  every  where  jJartakers  of  your  glory,  or 
avengers  of  your  deatlu 
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M.  la  Fayette,  by  a  fingolar  accident,  vra* 
informed  of  what  had  happened  on  the 
Xoth,  before  the  accounts  were  brought  to 
any  other  perfon  in  his  army. 

He  had  fent  M.  Darblais,  an  ofiBcer  of 
diftinSion  in  the  army,  with  difpatches  of 
great  importance,  au4  fome  confidential 
mtflages  to  the  War  Minifter.  M.  Darblais 
arrived  within  a  little  of  Paris  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  I  ith.  Having  changed  horfcs,hc 
was  ftepping  into  his  chaife,  when  a  grena- 
dier of  the  national  guards,  who  had  juft 
arrived  from  Paris,  faw  him,  and  advertifed 
him  of  the  danger  of  continuing  his  route. 

Some  municipal  officers,  who  had  heard 
what  the  grenadier  faid,  made  difficulties 
refpeding  his  being  allowed  to  return* 
Thefe  difficulties  were  removed  with  infinite 
addrefs  and  prefence  of  mind  on  the  part 
of  Darblais,  who  pofted  back  with  all  ima- 
ginable fpeed  to  M.  la  Fayette^  whoi!n  he 
found  at  Sedan,  and  informed  him  of  all 

h9 
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Jbcbicw*  M.  ia  Fayct^c,  having  given  what 
account  of  this  bufmefs  he  thought  mrfi 
Cl^>edient,4kfiredthc  magiftrate&of  Sedari  to 
arreft  the  three  commiflaries  of  the  National 
Afiembly  as  foon  as  they  fhould  arrive,  and 
thenhefet  out  for  the  army. The commifFaric.s 
were  arrefted  accordingly ;  and  they  were 
detained  in  prifon  from  the  14th  at  night 
tilt  the  morning  of  the  20th.  During  this 
period,  M*  k  Fayette  finding  that  the  army 
woi^d  not  fupport  hrrp,  but  were  determine^ 
to  obey  the  orders  of  the  National  AfTemWy, 
thought  it  necefl^ry  to  withdraw^  accompar 
nicd  by  M.  Darblais  and  fomc  of  his  chkf 
officers*  The  magiftrates  of  Sedan,  being  • 
BOW  i^nfible  c^  their  error,  releafed  the 
itommiflaries^  and  implored  their  protect* 
tk>n» 

Kerfaint  interceded  with  the  Aflem*. 
I^ly  in  their  favour :  **  Oubtiez  leurs  f antes 
f6nme  nous  ks  oubihns'^y^  faid  be    in  his 


♦  Forget  their  faults  as  wc  do» 


fpeec^ 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


(    ^35    ) 

i|)eecli  from  th€  tribune ;  and  then  proceeded 
to  give  an  account  of  his  reception  by  the 
army;  Nothing  certainly  could  be  more  cri- 
ikad  than  the  fituation  in  which  that  army 
feems  to  have  then  been ;  near  to  the  enemy; 
abandoned  by  their  principal  officers  j  and 
ignorant,  till  the  arrival  of  the  commiflariesi 
what  they  ought  to  do. 

When  thefe  commiflaries  left  Paris,  it 
was  beKeved  by  fome  people,  with  whom  I 
converfed,  that  they  would  be  put  to  death 
AS  foon  as  they  (hould  arrive  at  the  army; 
and  I  fee  fome  peribns  who  ftill  think  that 
would  have  been  the  cafe,  if  they  Iiad  got 
there  as  foon  as  they  intended. 

But  what  entirely  refutes  this  fuppofition, 
k  M.  la  Fayette's  having  direded  the  ma- 
giflrates  to  flop  them  at  Sedan.  If  he  had 
had  any  defign  of  deftroying  them,  and 
believed  that  the  army  alfo  were  fo  difpofed, 
he  would  not  have  prevented  their  coming 
on, 

M.Ker, 
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M.  Kerfaint  in  his  fpeech  dates  mticli 
matter  of  accufation  againft  la  Fayette/ 
yet  it  feems  evident  that  he  was  not  in  in- 
telligence with  the  enemy ;  for,  if  he  had, 
it  would  hare  been  eafy  for  him  to  have 
given  them  fuch  information  as  would  have 
brought  them  upon  his  army  when  they 
were  deprived  of  their  commanders,  and 
in  that  furprife  and  confufion  which  fuch 
a  ftate  muft  neceffarily  produce.  But  the 
enemy  made  no  attempt  on  the  French 
army  during  this  critical  period  ;  which  of 
itfelf  refutes  part  of  the  calumny  with  which 
M.  la  Fayette  has  been  purfued,  and  ren- 
ders what  is  aflerted  by  his  friends  very 
probable — that  although  he  was  prcfled  by 
every  motive  of  perfonal  fafety  to  hailen 
his  departure,  he  did  not  leave  his  army  till 
after  he  had  made  fuch  a  difpofition  as  put 
it  out  of  the  enemy's  power  to  attack  it. 

I  cannot  anfwer  all  the  charges  I  daily 
hear  brought  againft  M.  la  Fayette;  but  they 

arc 
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are  of  t90. general  a  nature,  and  urged  wtth 
too  much  pafiion,  to  convince  me  that  the 
friend  of  Wafliington,  the  man  who  fhewed 
fiich  a  love  for.  tjie  caufe  of  freedomi  both 
in  America  and  in  France,  fhould,  all  at 
once,  bepome  a  traitor. 

Augufl;  29. 

If  there  was  nothing  eife  to  ruin  the 
public  affairs  of  France,  the  continual  ac- 
Gufations  againft  all  men  in  ofiice,  whether 
military  or  civil,  would  be  fufBcient  for  that 
purpofe :  men  feem  to  be  fufpeded  of 
treachery  on  no  ftronger  grounds,  than  be« 
caufe  treachery  is  in  their  power*  But  it 
is  impoflible  to  put  any  man  into  an  office 
of  public  truft,  without  putting  treachery  in 
his  power:  at  this  rate,  therefore,  every  man 
enjoying  an  office  of  truft  will  be  fufpeded : 
in  fuch  a  ftate  of  things,  how  can  govern- 
ment go  on  ? 

General  Lucknerj  who  is  at  the  head  of 
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^  army^  is  cktn  abufed  !ti  the  public 
|nrint$»  which  appear  here  in  vaft  profufion ; 
ftnd  infinuatioQtt  of  the  moft  malignant  na* 
turcy  and  probably  without  foundation^  are 
daily  fpread  againft  him.  General  Arthur 
Billon  is  expofed  to  attacks  of  the  fame 
nature. 

'  It  might  have  been  hoped,  that  the  recent 
and  deplorable  fate  of  this  gentleman^s 
iriend  and  relation^  Theobald  Dillon^ 
mar^chal-de-camp,  would  have  produced  a 
little  caution  and  delicacy  towards  oiEcers 
t)f  that  name.    ,    , 

It  is  above  a  century  fince  t)iat  gallant 
family,  ori^nally  from  Ireland,  were  natu- 
ralized in  France. 

The  unfortunate  General  Theobald  Dil- 
lon was  about  the  end  of  April  laft  ordered 
upon  an  expedition  from  Lille  to  Toumay. 
The  party  under  his  command,  at  fight  of 
the  Auftrians,  cried  out,  Traitor !  and  fled. 
A  dragoon,  whom  the  General  attempted 

to 
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to  flop,  fired  l^is  piAol  and  wputidi^  Woi^ 
while  another  wounded  his  aide-de-camp  in 
the  fame  manner,  and  threw  him  from  hh 
horfe« 

On  his  rettirn  to  Lille,  the  foldiers  aiSaC* 
.finated  their  commander,  and  alfo  Cdondi 
Berthois,  the  chief  engineer,  to  cover 
their  own  cowardice  or  treachery  j  for  it  is 
believed  by  many,  that  fooic  foldiers  had 
been  bribed  by  the  enemy  to  fpr«i4  the 
notion  that  the  French  army  wa«  betray^ 
by  their  officers,  which  Qcca(ioned  the  iKi5- 
order  and  flight  of  the  troops^  and  d» 
ximrder  of  their  leaders. 

Juftice  was  afterwards  done  to  the  good 
faith  and  good  condudl  of  Dillon  and  Ber«p 
thQis,  by  a  court  martial^  and  the  afTa^Giis 
.puniflied.  The  National  Affembjiy  aUb 
made  all  the  reparation  in  their  power  to 
their  families.  A  penfion  was  giveti  to  jth^ 
wife  and  children  of  Colonel  Berth<Mf. 
General  Dillon  was  not  married ;  hM  lie 

had 
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hzd  lived   ia  the  ftiidlefl:  intimacy  wIA 
Jofephine  de  Fcvillc,  by  whom  he  had  two 
fons  and  a  daughter.  The  youngeft  fon  was 
born  at  Lille,  at  the  time  his  father  wiats 
murdered,  and  the  infant  was  carried  to 
baptifm  acrofs  the  fquare   on  which   thp 
mangled  body  of  the  father  ftill  lay.     The 
wretched  mother,  terrified  by  a  report  that 
the  aflaflins  intended  to  deftroy  herfelf  and 
her  children,  rofe  from  her  bed,  and  in  that 
difmal  condition  walked  on  fool  three  quar- 
ters of  a  league,  to  the  houfe  of  M.  d'Au- 
mont,  a  French  officer  and   the  friend  of 
Dillon ;  where  fhe  and  her  children  were 
hofpitably  entertained  for  a  long  time,  dur- 
ing which  (he  had  languifhed  under  a  dif- 
cafe,  the  confequence  of  her  terror   and 
fatigue,     A  narrative  of  thefe  affecting  cir- 
cumftanqes  was  read  in  the  Aflembly ;  to« 
gether  with  the  laft  will  of  Theobald  Dillon, 
written  in  his  own  hand  at  Lille,  immedi- 
ately before  he  fet  out  on  this  unfortunate 

8  expedi- 
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«xj)6ditii6n.'  tn  this  teftament  he  recom- 
mends  his  children  aikl  their  mother  to  the 
firiendfhip  and  afiedion  of  his  fifters  and 
relatioiuS)  in  the  moft  pi^etic  terms. 

This  laft  proof  of  the  tendernefs  of  a 
brave  foldier,  to  thofe  moft  dear  to  him^ 
had  great  effect  on  the  National  AffemWy  j 
they  immediately  decreed  a  penfion  of  1500 
livres  to  Jofephine  de  Feville  during  her 
life,  and  one  of  800  livres  to  each  of  her 
three  children. 

This  plan  of  fprcading  reports  of  treachery 
arnong  the  Generals  having  fucceeded  in 
this  inftance,  encourages  them  to  try  it  in 
others.  A  rumour  began  to  circulate  lately, 
that  General  Dumourier  had  palTed  over  to 
the  enemy  :  this  however  will  go  no  great 
length :  a  man  was  fent  to  prifon  for  re- 
peating it  in  a  coffee-houfe,  with  this  addi- 
tion, that  the  PrufSans  gave  no  quarter. 

It  is  generally  thought  that  there  are 
many  agents  now  in  Paris^  employed  by 

VOL.  r^  R  the 
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the  emigr^ini  princes  to* circ^ate  ^rmk^ 
Fepoitd  of  this  asit^cire^  and  to  tmtf  XMaWer-* 
M  difbiift  and  fu^icidn.  This^at  leaft^  is 
infinitely  moreipisobablb  tiftaa  t^IricttdUcfos 
fidion^  vrhich  however  i  find  is  credited 
by  many,  namely,  that  the  guineas*  d  the 
Britffti  treafury  are  fcattered  over  the  ftttK 
nrbs'  ef  St.  Antoine,  to  keep  up  Ae  fpirit 
of  difcord  and  fedltidni 

Several  perfons,  I  ani  told,  haVercc^Vv^d 
anonymous  letters  within  thefc  fctv  days, 
from  pretended  friends,  earneftly  entreating 
them  to  fly  from  Paris  with  all  poilible  ex- 
pedition, as  events  of  the  moft  dreadful 
nature  are  about  to  happen. 

Letters  from  Unknown  friends  are  ge- 
nerally diftated  by  real  enemies ;  and  thofe 
difperfed  on  the  prefent  occafion,  arc  pro* 
bably  intended  to  augment  -the  inquietude 
which  begins  to  difturb  the  thoughts  of 
that  portion  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  me- 
tropolis who  ever  think  at  ollt 

It 
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ll  14  liardl jr  poffible  to  conceive  what  ab- 
ftird  and  infaunxati  fuj^eftiontf  arife  from 
fcafi  A  ftroiiger  inltance  cannot  Well  be 
given  than  what  took  place  this  day  in  the 
National  Affen^bly ;  where  a  member  dif- 
coveifed  danger  and  deftrudion  advancing, 
not  from  the  difciplinedbattalioijs  of  Pruffia, 
or  the  vengeful  fquadrons  of  the  Emperor, 
but  from  the  languid  hands  of  a  woman 
£hut  iip  in  a  prifon  and  opprefTed  with  ag- 
gravated calamity* 

•*  Be  afliired  (cried  this  man)  that  there 
ftill  extfts  a  confpiracy  in  Paris,  eVery 
minute  part  of  which  it  is  your  duty  to 
trace*  The  vigilance  of  the  guards  on  the 
Temple  has  been  lulled.  The  prifoners 
thefe  have  found  means  of  communi- 
cation with  the  traitors  at  Coblentz, 
N*eft-cc  pas  aflez  (continued  this  unre* 
leating  man)  que  eette  femme  barbare,  que 
«Mte  ftoune  bourreau,  s'occupe  dan$  fa  re- 
R  a  traite 
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tndte  des  moytns  de  fe  baigncr  encore  dafts 

le  fang  des  Francois?    N'eft^ce  pas  aflfez 

qu'elle  refpire  encore,  fiins  que  vous  la  laif- 

fiez   renouer  fes  tramea  contre-r^volution- 

naires  ?  OtezJui  tous  les  moyens  de  corref- 

pondre  avec  nos  ennemis,  et  que  Louis 

XVI.  livre  a  fa  lourde  nuUite,  ne  corrcf- 

ponde  plus  qu'avec  fa  honte  et  fes  remords; 

Je  demande,  i.  que  Ton  cherche  la  preflc  , 

dont  fe  fervent  encore  les  confpirateurs :  2* 

que  tous  les  membres  qui  corapofent  la  fa- 

iQille  du  Roi,  foient  enfermes  fepar^nient 

fans  aucune  communication  entre  eux  et 

enfermes  avec  le  dehors*." 

This 

^  Is  it  not  enough  that  this  barbarotxs  woman  is  cm«- 
ployed  inher  confinement  infchemes  to  enable  her  again 
to  bathe  herfelf  in  the  blood  of  Ftenchmcn  ?  Is  it  not 
enough  that  (he  ftill  breathes,  without  your  permitting 
her  to  renew  her  plots  againft  the  revolution  ?  De- 
prive her  of  the  means  of  correfponding  with  our  cnc- 
mie$,  and  let  the  weighty  nullity  of  IiOuis  XVI.  bafc  . 

no 
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This  vile  fpcech  was  applauded  by  the 
tribunes.—— —They  furely  import  ne^- 
drivers  from  the  Weft  Indies  to  place  in 
thofe  tribunes. 

The  firft  article  only,  however,  was 
adopted  by  the  Aflcmbly ;  the  other  was 
rejedled. 

All  this  terror  of  a  confpiracy  arofe  from 
a  book  lately  publiflied,  entitled — ^Lcs  Bien- 
faits  de  rAffembl^e  Nationale,  ou  Entretiens 
de  Madame  Saumon* 

This  book,  the  orator  faid,  turned  the 
National  AfleiDbly  into  ridicule,  and  filled 
him  with  horror.     I  queftion  much^  how- 

no  correfpondence  of  any  kind,  except  with  his  fhame 
and  with  his  remorfc.  • 

I  require  in  the  firft  place,  that  fearch  may  be  made 
for  the  prefs  of  which  the  confpirators  make  ufe ;  in 
the  fecond  place,  that  all  the  members  of  the  King's 
family  fliall  be  feparately  confined,  without  any  com- 
munication with  each  other,  or  with  amy  perfon  out  of 
theprifon. 

R  3  ever, 
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ever,  if  it  is  half  fo  ridiculous  as  his  {pecch; 
I  am  fure  it  will  not  fill  me  with  more 
horror. 

Aqguft  30. 

The  National  Affembly  feem  difpofed  to. 
behave  with  republican  fternnefg  to  thofe 
who  difappoint  the  expeftations  of  their 
country  when  before  the  enemy. 

Some  foldi^rjB  of  the.garrifoa  of  Longwy 
appeared  at  the  bar,  to  give  an  accpunt  of 
the  redudlion  of  the  place,  and  apologize 
for  the  conduct  of  the  inhabitants  and 
g^rrifon.  They  accufed  their  officers  and 
the  magiftrates  j  they  faid  they  had  nar- 
rowly efcaped  being  maffacred  by  the  Pruf* 
fians,  who  had  promifed  them  the  honours 
of  war,  "  You  deferved  the  treatment  you 
received,"  cried  fome  of  the  members. 

What  could  a  garrifon  of  eight  hundred 
men  do,  when  attacked  by  fixty  thou« 
fand? 

**  You  might  have  died,"  was  the  cry  of 

thQ 
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the  Aflembly  j  in  imttatioh  ik)  <iatibt  of  thi 
y«V/;«^^rj5/of  Corneillc.         •   "*  - ' 

The  fbldiers  finifhed  their  memorial, -by 
protefting  that  they  were  determined  on  the 
flrft  "Opportunity  to  avenge  their  country 
and-  provtr  their  courage* 

Thi^  declaration  was  hesurd  with  a  mur^ 
mur  of  incredulity,  and  theif  memorial  was 
ient  to  the  CommiJJhnl&xtrdofdinmrei    ^    \ 

A  letter  was  read  yefterday  in  the  Na- 
tional Aflemhly  from  Merlin,  one  of  the 
magiftrates  of  Thioriville,  and  father  to  the 
deputy.  He  writes  that  the  inhabitants  ex- 
ped  foon  to  be  befieged,  but  are  determined 
to  be  blown  up  with  the  town,  rather  t&an 
furrender. 

On  which  Jean  Debry  exclaimed  with 
fervour — ^*  The  moft  inftant  and  vigorous 
meafures  muft  be  adopted  in  defence  of  our 
country ;  the  expence  muft  not  be  thought 
of:  within  fifteen  days  we  fliall  enjoy  free- 
dom, or  meet  with  death.  If  we  are  con- 
R  4         ^  quered, 
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qucfedi  we  ihall  have  no  need  of  money » for 
we  ihali  not  exift — ^If  we  are  YidoriouS)  ftill 
we  ihall  not  feel  the  want  of  mone7»  for  we 
ih^  he  free:' 

In  confequence  of  a  mandate  from  the 
municipality  of  Paris,  which  feem^  to  be  the 
Iblc  executive  power,  each  fedion  was  or- 
dered to  choofe  commiflaries  for  making  a 
genera^  feareh  for  arms  and  fufpeded  per- 
ions. 

This  fcarch  was  made  accordingly  in  the 
courfe  of  laft  night  and  this  morning.  The 
-:omniiflaries  y\rere  attended  with  a  body  of 
the  national  guards,  and  all  avenues  of  the 
fcdions  were  watched  to  prevent  any  per- 
fon  from  efcaping.  They  did  not  come  to 
our  hotel  till  about  fix  in  the  morning.  I 
attended  them  through  every  room,  and 
opened  every  door  of  our  apartment.  They 
behaved  with  great  civility;  we  had  no 
arms  but  piilols,  which  lay  openly  on  the 
chimney. 

They 
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They  admired  the  nicety  ti  the  worli- 
maafli^  of  one  pair^  but  never  bflered  to 
take  them. 

I  und^rftand  that  a  confiderable  number 
of  muikets  have  been  ieized,  and  many 
people  arreted.  The  mailer  of  our  hotel 
was  on  guard  laft  night ;  I  faw  him  return 
this  morning  in  Ms  warlike  attire.  He  talked 
a  good  deal  of  the  fatigue  he  had  under* 
gone,  and  hinted  a  little  of  the  dangers  to 
which  he  had  been  expofed  in  the  courfe  of 
this  fevere  duty. 

Being  afked  if  he  had  been  fuccefsful  in 
his  fearch  after  fufpeded  perfons^— 

**  Oui,  milord,  infiniment'* — 

Pie  could  not  have  looked  more  lofty  if 
he  had  taken  the  Duke  of  Brunfwick — 

— **  Notre  bataillon  a  attrkp^  quatre 
pratres*." 

I  do  not  hear  that  thofe  poor  men  are  ac* 
cufed  of  any  other  crime  than  that  of  not 
f  Our  battalion  has  caught  four  priefts. 

having 
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arc  men  of  principle,  guided  by  thoL^dl^t:^ 
^cott^ienc?,  \?fe^t«r f^/ell  or  iill i^rmedi 
«?.4.:ot^t  .<p  f^kjoil  tfiom  io ,  w>?ipwi5i^ 
^uv^nt-^yet  thcywiere^tprrifiJ  ^^^^eopi:)^ 
of  the  Abbayie,  i  ;  j  ^.;.:  ";/  ',  .  i ;.  :. 
:    Whert  riien'«  jtii«d$  We  .agifatttd  -^itb 
pany^aftd  .p$^tKa|;dl(rwfi6tt^,Ithoyf»e  apt 
to  lofe  all  id<?  '^4"  iMftit^e.aftd  icMicJpur. 
\    The  clergy ;  i;&  pw»al  iT'Cf  f^tifetofely. 
odious  in  France  at  prefpat^     Tlvy  Cer- 
tfiiiily  have  b^efl  baflily  ufe4;  ?^dit  is  an 
old  obfervatjiq^'^hat  njen  ofte^i  hatie  thofc 
they  have  wronged.  •The.clergybayfc/ttpquef- 
'tioiiably   loft  influence  in   cveiy  country 
of  Europe  of  late  yearis ;  but  more  ia  France 
^han  any  whore  elie.     What  an  alteration 
fince  the  war  of  the  League,  and  even  (incc 
-the  revocation  of  the  edi£k  of  Nantz  ! 

This  body  of  men  have  been  always  ex- 
pofed  to  the  xadifcriminating  fatire  of  wit* 

lings 
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lings  and  profligates;   but  now^  in  Uup 
country,  men  of  grave  and /^ww  chara^ctp 
turn  alio  s^ainfl:  them.    A  member  of  the 
IjJajip.nal  Aflcmbly,  and  of  the  foregoing 
defcriptiouy  had  occafion  yefterday  in  th^ 
Aflembly  to  fay  fojnethiujg  In  flavour  of 
an  ecclefiaftic :  he  added,  '*  He  is  indeed 
the  honefteft  prieft  I  am  acquainted  with— 
for  I  never  was  acquainted  with  another*"* 
The  Aflembly  laughed*    I  did  not  join, 
becaufe  I  have  been  far  more  fortunate  in 
my. acquaintance  with  that  order  of  men, 
than  the  deputy.    But  what  fliould  fhock 
(incere  catholics  ftill  more,  was  what  hap- 
pened  two  days  fmce  in  the  Aflembly.— 
Certain  citizens  brought  to  the  bar  a  filver 
ftatue  of  St,  Roche.  "  We  have  often  ad- 
drcflfed  prayers  to  our  St.  Roche  (faid  one 
of  them)  again  fj^  the  political  plague  which 
makes  fuch  ravages  in  France — he  has  given 
us  no  anfwer — we  imagine  his  (ilence  may 
poflibly  be  owing  to  his  form ;  and  there- 
fore 
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fore  bring  hitn  to  you,  that  he  may  be  con- 
verted into  fpecie ;  hoping  that,  in  this  new 
fhape,  he  will  better  contribute  to  drive  the 
peftiferous  race  of  our  enemies  out  of 
France.'' 

This  harangue  was  heard  with  applaufe 
by  the  Aflembly  and  Tribunes,  and  the 
faint  was  conducted  to  the  mint. 

A  report  of  the  moft  abfurd  nature  pre- 
vails at  prefent  j  it  is  circulated  by  many, 
and  believed  by  fome,  that  there  is  a  plan 
for  placing  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke 
of  York  on  the  throne  of  France.  It  is 
thought  that  this  meafure  would  fecurt  to 
France  an  alliance  with  Great  Britain,  and 
with  Pruffia ;  and  on  that  account  it  may, 
perhaps,  be  wiflied  by  more  people  in  this 
country  than  can  poflibly  believe  it.  It  cannot 
be  wilhed  for  by  any  who  are  interefted  in 
the  continuation  of  the  Duke's  happinefs. 

In  the  prefent  difpofition  of  the  French 

nation, 
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nation,  die  crown  of  France  is  afTurciily 
not  an  objed  of  defire* 

Auguft  3i» 

As  much  pains  Is  taken  to  fpirit  lip  the 
people  againft  priefts,  as  againfl  ariftocrates* 
One  reafon^  no  doubt,  is,  becaufe  the  clergy 
in  general  are  ariftocrates ;  another  is  the, 
dillike  which  a  number  of  people,  inde- 
pendent of  politics^  bear  to  a  fet  of  men  who, 
by  profeflion,  are  obliged  to  cenfurc  and 
condemn  the  mode  of  life  which  ihofe  peo- 
ple choofe  to  live. 

Then  it  is  fo  eafy  a  thing  to  pick  out 
{iifiicient  matter  for  an  abufive  pamphlet, 
from  the  writings  which  at  all  times  have 
appeared  againfl  the  priefthood,  and  apply 
them  to  the  clergy  of  the  prefent  times, 
although  as  different  from  each  other,  as 
the  prefent  race  of  Parifians  are  from  the 
ancient  Gauls,  or  the  Parifians  of  the 
l»eague. 

One 
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One  powerful  engine  that  has  hetrfl 
brought  to  bear  againft  the  clergy,  as  well  as 
againft  the  monarchy^  is  that  old  enemy  of 
the  former,  the  Stage.  I  lately  faw  Les 
VidimesCloitresat  theTh^atre  de  la  Nation; 
apiece  evidently  written  to  infpire  horror  and 
indignation  againft  the  priefthood,  and  td 
place  monks  in  particular  in  the  moft  atro- 
cious point  of  view*  The  part  was  played 
by  Fleuri,  an  admirable  a£tor^  eafy  and  ele* 
gant  in  comedy;  fullof  energy ^  and  pathetic 
in  the  higheft  degree,  in  tragedy;  quite  free 
from  that  pompous  fwell  and  ftrut  fo  coa- 
mon  in  French  tragic  adin^,,  and.  which- 
certainly  never. pirevailed  in  real  life ^mong 
the  fons  of  men* 

Mademoifelle  Contade  is  at  the  head  of 
French  comic  ;|£ling ;  and  it  is  in^  comip 
aSing  that  the  French  exceU  Here  .you  fee 
the  poKfhed  manners  of  high  life  represented 
without  grimace  or  afFedation  j  and  all  the 
6  nature 
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nattire  isd  fimpficbjr  o£  the  inierknn  nttikf 
withfbut  vulgarity,  ^  i 
.  Thf^  Fitnch  aaoh  'and  atardTes.  pdffeft 

a  bewkchtix^  gaiety  and  play  fuln^tf  of  nian* 
Iter;  which  is  attemptdi^wklidat  Aioe^jfe  cm 
other  ftagcsi  ^ 

The  iitcftiag  of  dth^s,  by  ordevsr  frottt 
the  eofi£iil  cles  repr^fentatis  de  la  coromu<ie|^ 
continue^^  amd  gtve&  alarm  and  n&eaiinefd 
to  many  for  themfelvca  or  relations :  fomc 
have  been  taken  up  of  late  who  were  at? 
ways  cenfidered  a$  warm  patriots.  I  am 
informed  of  this  with  catitlon  ;  for  it  ia  not 
thooght  qtiite  fafe  l<y  complain  of  thofe, 
who,  by  fome  means  or  other,  poflefs  al- 
moft  the  whole  power  of  the  ftate. 

Complaints  of  thii,  tyranny,  however, 
have  been  made  in  the  National  Aflcmbly ; 
and  Vergniaud  has  declaimed  agaioft  it  with 
the  moft  affe£ling  eloquence*  There  can  be 
00  doubt  of  his  haying  convinced  them  of 

the 
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the  greattidb  of  the  grievunce^  an4  pvtn 
them  all  the  defire  poflible  to  redrefr  it; 
but  tj^ere  Is  reafon  to  belieTe  that  the  Aflem- 
biy  itfelf  h  under  the  influence  of  terror. 
.  Th«  walls  of  Paria  ait  at  this  moment 
covered  with  addrefTes  to  the  people  againft 
particular  deputies — with  infinuations  that 
the  majority  are  infected  with  ariftocracy. 
Thefe  papers  are  not  all  anonymous  j^fome 
im/^'  ,/ V  of  the  moft  abufivci  arefigned  J^/^  the 
name  of  2l  pretended  patriot,  and,  froth  every 
account  I  have  received,  z,  real  incendiary* 
Symptoms  of  mifunderftanding  between 
the  Aflembly  and  the  confeil  de  la  commune 
have  appeared  pretty  evidently  of  ■  late* 
As  the  Aflembly  are  the  reprefentatives  of 
the  whole  French  nation^  and  the  council  is 
compofed  of  men  deputed  from  the  dif-- 
ferent  fedions  of  Paris,  it  is  plain  that  the 
council  ought  to  be  fubordinate  to  the  Af- 
fembly  j  but  by  intrigue  and  management, 
during  the  diforders  which  have  exifled 
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fince  the  loth  of  Auguft,  the  council  have 
acquired  the  afcendancy. 

The  adivc  citizens  of  the  fuburbs  of  St# 
Antoine  and  St.  Marceau  are  more  at  the 
•command  of  the  latter  than  of  tl^e  former ; 
and  at  prefent  the  inhabitants  of  thofe  two 
fuburbs  are  all  that  is  felt  in  Paris  of  the 
Peupk  Souverain.  What  the  Convention 
may  be  able  to  effed,  there  is  no  knowing ; 
but  there  is  little  probability  that  this  Na- 
tional Affembly,  which  is  on  the  point  of 
diffolution,  will  ever  acquire  the  afcendancy 
it  ought ;  and  that  the  Conventional  Affem- 
bly ftiould  ever  have  an  exiftence,  feems 
daily  more  and  more  problematical. 

Commiffaries  are  appointed  by  the  Na- 
tional Affembly  to  every  fedion  of  the  de- 
partment of  Paris  and  in  the  neighbourhood, 
for  the  purpofe  of  promoting  the  new  levies; 
which  go  on  fo  fuccefsfully,that  they  will  be 
completed  within  a  very  few  days,  although 
only  two  men  fhould  be  chofen  out  of  three 
VOL.  I.  S  of 
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of  thofc  who  offer  themfclvcs.  To  en* 
pouragc  thofc  who  work  at  the  entrench^ 
ments  now  forming  round  Paris,  fomc 
citizens  in  eafy  and  opulent  orcumftances 
go  there  daily,  and  not  only  treat  the  hired 
Jahourers  with  pccafional  refrcfhments,  but 
work  with  peffevering  affiduity  themfelves. 

It  appears  firigular,  that,  in  the  midft  of 
this  general  alarnj,  the  National  Affembly 
was  occupied,  a  confiderable  portion  of  yet 
terday,  on  an  intended  decree,  the  objefl; 
of  which  is  to  facilitate  the  means  of  di-? 
yorce. 

SjBptember  i. 

In  the  prefent  agitation  of  men's  mindS| 
with  that  prejudice  and  refentmcnt  which  it 
creates,  there  is  reafon  to  fear  that  the  courts 
of  juftice,  as  well  as  the  National  Aflfembly, 
are  obliged  to  pay  too  much  attention  to 
the  opinions  of  the  people  without  doors. 

A  criminal  court  was  lately  appointed 
for  the  purpofe  of  trying  the  criminals  of 

the 
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the  loA  of  Atiguft.  One  d*Atigf6ffiont 
Vras  the  firft  prifoner  brought  befort  this 
tribuiXaL  He  had  formeriy  been  fecfetary 
to  the  ddmrntftratton  of  the  national  guards, 
M  the  ofBce  of  the  Matfon  de  Ville,  where 
he  Wa*  pkcid  by^  tht  ?ate  minifters;  and 
was  now  accufed  of  being  the  chief  of  a 
great'  bai»d  of  ihin,  Wifed  an^  ^rrij^loyed 
for  the  purpofe  of  making  ailti-revokitfonal 
monon^  in  olabs ;  holding  difcourfes^  of  the 
fame!  nature  cm  tlie  terrace  of  the  Peu^^ns, 
the  giirdsens  of  the  Palais  Royal,  dnd  otiher 
places  of  public  refort,  With  an  intention  to 
exdite  {edition,  and  raife  the  people  to  in- 
Airreftions  agaitift  the  National  Aflembly, 
and  iht  public  magiftfates,  particularly  the 
mayor  and  other  patriots. 

This  band  was  divided  into  detach* 
ments  of  ten  men  each,  erery  detachment 
having  a  captain  and  lieutenant.  The 
pay  of  the  captains  was  ten  livres ;  that  of 
the  lieutenants  five ;  and  that  of  eacji  pri- 
S  2  vate 
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vatc  man  two  livres  ten  fols  daily*  They 
had  particular  figns  and  words,  by  which 
they  knew  each  other,  at  the  public  walks, 
at  the  tribunes,  and  wherever  the  citizens 
affemble.  They  alfo  carried  a  ftick  of  a 
particular  kind,  which  they  called,  the 
conftitution. 

The  number  was  ffdd  to  amount  in  all 
to  1500  men.  D'Angremont  paid  and 
direAed  the  whole.  The  captsunsgave  an  ac* 
count  daily  to  him  of  whatever  had  pafied  : 
and  he  made  a  kind  of  return  of  this  in 
three  notes ;  one  to  the  King  himfelff  and 
the  two  others  to  two  perfonsin  public  office. 

The  advocate  for  the  prifoner,  befides 
various  other  defences,  pleaded,  that  as 
his  client  had  been  arrefted  on  the  eighth 
or  ninth  of  Auguft,  he  could  not  be  judged 
by  a  tribunal  conftituted  for  the  trial  of 
crirncs  committed  on  the  iQth,  But  as 
that  which  the  prifoner  was  accufed   of 

referred 
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referred  to  what  happened  on  the   loth, 
this  plea  was  over-ruled. 

After  a  trial  of  thuty  hours,  three  pro- 
pofitions  were  given  to  the  jury  to  delibe- 
rate upon.  They  remained  three  hours 
cnclofed.  On  their  return  to  court,  the 
firft  article  was  ftated  to  them  by  the  judge: 

**  Do  you  find  it  proved,  that  there  was 
on  the  loth  of  Auguft  a  confpiracy  within 
the  Tuiieries  to  excite  a  civil  war  in  the 
country  ?'* 

The  foreman  of  the  jury  anfwered  in 
the  negative.  On  this  there  was  a  general 
murmur  among  the  audience. 

The  judge  next  demanded-^— "  Do  you 
fitid  that  there  was  a  defign  in  the  Tuiieries 
of  feizing  unconftitutional  power  ?'* 

To  this  queftion  the  jury  anfwered  in  the 
affirmative. 

**  Do  you  find  it  proved  that  the  prifoncr 
was  engaged  in  this  defign  ?*' 

The  jury  found  this  proved  alfo.     After 
S3  they 
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tbey  .ha4  giwi  tbcir  vQtdi&p  the:  opijaaiiC- 
faire,  according  to  the  Freaph  pkr»£e^  ajj^ 
plied  th?  law. 

^  D'Ai^eEQxmt  wa^  cpQidenmed  ta  tie  i^dt- 
fa^eaded.  As  he  retired  from  the.  courjt,  the 
pcopte  ha^vifiQ  pericirav^  tfiajt  he  wve  the 
unifoiNB  of  the  oationa^  guards^  two  qitk^m 
went  iipfto  ithe  prifoa  ^  ^  Ci9oaffgerie^ 
where  thi^  poor  j^^n  wm  c^^t^^od  >fter 
receiving  ]ais  ientenc^,  ^q4  iofbrmjisd:  hM» 
that  the  people  required  that  he  &ob^  net 
appear  9a  the  fcafTold  i^  tJiajC  drefs*  The 
prifoner  ima^diately  toc^  his  coat  oC 

Five  hours  alter  his  condiem^atie^^  ht 
was  brought  to  the  place  of  the  C%j?oyfeI, 
and  executed  by  torch-light.  W^n  hfj 
mounted  the  fcal^ld»  tlie  fpe£tator^  le^ifi$d 
their  joy  by  acclamatiop  and  clappiiig  liieir 
hands;  which  favage  fign  of  fatisfa^oii^ 
they  redoubled  whep  his  head,  being  ievered 
from  his  body,  was  held  up  to  their  vLew 
by  the  executioner. 

This 
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^hia  was  no  g^eat  proof  of  their  patrlo* 
ll^thoi;^  perhqpa  fomeof  them  iateiided 
it  as  fttch  }  but  it  was  a  moft  complete  one 
(oi  their  brutality. 

Le  PeMple  Sourverain  begkia  to  grow  aa 
cruel  as  other  dk^oC$» 

Mi  La^oftfv  istCeodatit  de  W  lifte  cririleg 
Was  brought  next  before  the  fame  tribunal. 
He  was  acc^ufed  of  having  employed  the 
money  of  the  civil  lift  in  printing  and 
publishing,  an  immenfe  number  of  pam- 
phlet%  libels,  and  placards,  the  tendency  of 
which  was  to  fpirit  up  the  people  againfl: 
the  patriots^  and  bring  about  a  counter- 
revolution J  employing  and  paying  a  num- 
ber of  agents  for  the  fame  purpofe  j  re- 
mitting money  to  the  emigrants  at  Goblentz, 
particularly  to  the  King's  body  guards,  who 
were  in  that  city. 

In'  general  he  denied  thefe  charges.  The 

evidence  adduced  againft    him    confided 

chiefty  of  papers  and  letters  found  in  the 

S4  King's 


,     Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


King's  cabinet  on  the  loth  rf  Augaft.  A 
great  many  letters  were  found  alfo  among 
his  own  papers  from  perfohs  who  profeffcd 
great  loyalty,  an4  willingnefs  to  ri(k  their 
Kves  in  defence  of  the  King ;  and  requeft- 
ing  tickets  to  be  admitted  into  the  gardens 
of  the  Tuileries,  and  alfo  into  the  palace 
itfdf,  during  the  time  that  the  former  were 
kept  ihut  from  the  public. 

M.  Laporte  wasafked  how  many  of 
thofe  tickets  he  had  diftributed.  He  an- 
fwered,  None;  that  being  the  bufineis  of 
the  governor  of  the  Tuileries.  . 
•  He  was  afked  how  many  had  been  dif- 
iributed.     He  anfwered.  About  2000. 

He  was  ftiewn  an  order  figned  by  him, 
addieffed  to  the  Marechaux  de  logis,  order- 
ing them  to  prepare  accommodations  for 
fome  oflScers  of  the  Swifs  guards^  on  the  9th 
of  Auguft,  in  the  Chateau.  Another  order 
figned  by  him  to  the  commiflary  of  the 
magazine,  for  400  bed  covers   for  Swifs 

guards 
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guards  on  the  9th.  He  acknowledged  theft 
(ignatures. 

Being  tffked  of  how  many  the  Swifs 
guard  confifted  that  night,  he  anfwered, 
that  he  did  not  know-  the  exaft  number ; 
but  that  it  was  double  the  ufual  number. 

Being  aflced  if  he  had  not  paid  the  gardes 
du  corps  at  Coblentz  j  if  he  had  not  tranf- 
mitted  money  to  the  King's  brothers  and 
other  emigrants:— To thefe, and  all  queftidns 
of  a  nature  to  criminate  himfelf  eflentially, 
he  anfwered  in  the  negative. — It  feems 
ftrange  to  a  Britifli  fubjed,  that  the  court 
allowed  fuch  queftions  to  be  perfifted  in. 
If  they  had  proof,  they  might  have  brought 
it  forth ;  but  it  is  highly  unbecoming  a  court 
of  juftice  to  endeavour  to  entrap  a  prifoner 
by  drawing  it  from  his  own  mouth.  They 
not  only  did  fo,  but,  as  it  was  then  begin- 
.  ning  to  grow  dulkifli,  the  national  com- 
miflStry  required  that  lights  might  be  placed 
near  M.  Laporte,  that  the  jury  might  ob- 

ferve 
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fent  the  vtriona  mptdBoM  vrbich  the 
queftions  made  on  his  countenaqee. 

What  a  veiy  fallible  kind  of  eridence 
mvA  thU  bate  aibj*ded ! 

None  but  Ikilful  phyiiognoisnfts  cug)tit 
to  have  been  on  thb  jury. 
'    He  was  afked  if  he  did  not  keep  t^  a 
correfpondence  with  the  prilbnara  at  Orleans. 

He  anfwered,  that  of  all  the  fiate  pri- 
foners  there,  he  knew  only  MM.  de  Brifiac 
and  Deleilart:  the  firft  he  had  been  ao 
quainted  with  at  fchool ;  the  other  he  knew 
only  after  he  was  minifter ;  but  that  he  had 
kept  up  a  correfpondence  with  neither* 

Ttere  muft  have  been  a  great  deficiency 
of  direiSt  and  fubftantial  evidence,  when 
they  were  reduced  to  dwell  on  fuch  weak 
circumftances. 

He  was  told  by  the  court,  that  if  he  had 
been  a  ^ood  citizen,  he  would  have  in- 
formed the  National  Affembly  of  the  great 
expence    which   Louis  XVI.    w^s  at    t<^ 

maintain 
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ttalotom  cdiftter-revolutioa  agents  and  a 
counter-revolution  fpirit  in  Paris. 
^  He  aafwered,  that  by  hi$  office  be  wa^  to 
pay  tbofe  who  brought  orders  from  the 
King.  What  man  of  worth  would  have 
accepted  o[  the  office^  if  he  had  been  told 
that  it  was  exposed  he  was  to  do  the  duty 
of  a  fpy  ?  or  to  accufe  the  King  bef6re  the 
National  Aflembly,  as  c&en  as  he  fpent  his 
money  improperly  ? 

The  public  accuier  recapitulated  the 
charges  and  evidence ;  and  the  jury  having 
withdrawn  for  two  hours»  declared  that  die 
prifoner  was  convidled  of  having  expended 
immenfe  fuma  of  money,  to  foment  a  civil 
war,  and  by  that  means  reftore  the  ancient 
defpotifm. 

He  was  condemned  to  lofe  his  head. 

M.  Laporte  heard  the  fentence  pro- 
nounced without  apparent  emotion  ;  and 
with  equal  calmnefs  liftened  to  a  kind  of 

exhorta^ 
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exhortiKtion  addrefied  to  him  by  the  prefix 

dent. 

He  then,  without  taking  notice  of  the 
prefident,  or  his  exhortation,  turned  to  (he 
audience,  and  faid  ;  "  Citoyens,  je  protefte 
que  je  meurs  innocent ;  puifle  reffufion  de 
mon  fang  ramener  la  tranquillity  du  roy- 
aume  ! — mais  j'en  dome*/* 

M.  Laporte  retained  the  fame  manly  be-^^ 
haviour  to  his  lafl  moment ;  his  appearance 
on  the  fcafibld  wasmodeft  and  dignified,  fo 
as .  to  mo\e  the  compaffion  of  many,  and 
command  the  refpeft  of  all  the  fpeda- 
tors.  • 

Durofoy,  a  man  of  letters,  formerly  edi- 
tor of  the  Gazette  de  Paris,  and  of  another 
public  paper  entitled  Le  Royalifaie,  was 
next  brought  to  the  ban  He  was  accufed 
of  a  criminal  correfpOndence  with  the  ene-i;^ 

•  Citizens,  I  protcft  that  I  die  innocent  j  may  the 
cffufion  of  my  blood  reftorc  tranquillity  to  the  king- 
dom ! but  I  doubt  it.  . 

mies 
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mies  of  the^  revolution,  both  within  aa4 
without  the  kingdom  ;  with  being  the  aii* 
thor  of  anti*revoIution  writings ;  with  be- 
ing involved  in  the  guilt  of  the  loth  of 
Auguft ;  and  with  having  inferted  in  the 
Gazette  de  Paris,  of  the  9th  of  Auguft,  a 
plan  of  defence,  in  cafe  the  Chateau  of  the 
Tuileries  fhould  be  attacked. 

He  denied  having  any  connexion  with 
the  loth  of  Auguft  J  that  he  was  then  at 
Aiiteuil ;  and  faid  that  the  article  complain* 
ed  of  was  inferted  in  the  Gazette  without 
his  knowledge.  Notwithftanding  a  very 
eloquent  defence,  he  was  found  guilty  by 
the  jury,  and  condemned  like  the  reft. 

He  heard  his  fentenee  with  equal  firm- 
ncfs,  faying,  "  Un  royalifte  comme  moi 
devoit  mourir  le  jour  de  St.  Louis*.'* 

He  preferved  his  courage  on  the  fcafibld, 

♦  It  becomes  a  royalift,  fuch  a$  I  am,  to  die  on 
St.  Lewis's  day, 

and 
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tnd  was  beheaded  amidft  the  drieb  of  Viv^ 
fa  Nation  t 

The  court  in  die  ncou  inAtnee  tfkd  M« 
D'OSbuville^  jage  de  paix.  He  was  accu£d 
of  having  preceded  D' Angremont  add  his 
accomplices  as'  often  as  they  were  brought 
before  him  i  and  of  being  an  accomplice  of 
his  in  his  anti*reTdlution  proceedings,  and 
involved  in  the  confpiracy  of  the  loth  of 
Auguft. 

The  chief  foundadon  of  the  acci^ation 
againft  this  man  waS|  that  his  name  was  in^ 
fcribed  in  a  regifter,  found  inD'Angremont's 
pofleffion,  as  the  judge  before  whom  he 
and  all  his  partifans  were  to  oirry  every 
appeal  or  difpute  they  fhould  haj  and 
it  was  proved  that  there  was  a  confiderable 
connexion  between  them. 

The  jury  was  enclofed  two  hours,  and 

then  gave  a  fpecialverdid,ThatD*Oflbnville 

had  co-operated  in  the  plan  of  P'Angremont, 

6  to 
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to  excite  a  civil  war,  and  reftore  a  defpotic 
government  j  but  that  it  vras  not  proved 
that  he  had  affifted  in  this  knowingly,  and 
of  defign. 

This  prifoner  had  fo  little  expedtation  x£ 
ja  favourable  verdiS,  that  while  the  jury 
was  enclofed,  he  faid  to  a  perfon  who 
poured  out  a  glafs  of  wine  to  him-*-*^  The 
wine  you  have  poured  out,  my  dear  (ir,  is 
thd  laft  I  fhall  ever  tafte." 

I  am  glad  I  have  to  add,  that  the  verdict 
of  the  jury  was  followed  by  the  long  and 
repeated  appUufes  of  the  audience.  This 
was  reilly  fome  relief  to  my  mind  j  for  I 
was  afraid  that  nothing  but  condemnation 
was  agreeable  to  the  people  j  and  that  the 
Opinion  or  prejudices  of  the  public  had  too 
much  influence  on  the  decifions  of  the 
jcourts, 

M.  Montmorin,  mayor  of  FontainebleaiT, 
^nd  formerly  colonel  of  the  regiment  of 
f  landers,  was  brought  bcfpre  the  tribunal 

He 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


He  had  already  undergone  ai>*  eicaminatioa 
before  the,  National  Aflembly,  in  confer 
quence  of  which  he  was  now'  brought  to 
his  trial.  He  was  accufed  of  havipg  been 
engaged  in  fchemes  which  brought  on  the 
aftion  of  the  loth. 

He  made  a  very  able  defence^  and  (hewfid 
great  prefence  of  mind  during  his  trial. 
The  jury  was  enclofed  three  hours,  and 
then  gave  a  yerdid  of  the  fame  nature  with 
that  given  in  the  trial  of  M.  D'Oflbnville— 
**  That  it  was  proved  that  there  had  been 
plots  and  machinations,  the  <  tendency  of 
which  was  to  kindle  a  civil  war;  that  it  was 
alfo  proved  that  M.  Montmorin  had  afEfted 
in  fame  of  thefe ;  but  it  was  mt  proved  xhzX 
he  had  aflifted  wickedly ^  or  with  an  intention 
to  do  mif chief ^^ 

This  verdidl  was  no  fooner  given,  than 
loud  murmurs*  of  difapprobation  were  heard 
amoiig  the  audience — **  You  difcharge  him 
to-day  (cried  one  of  them),  and  within  a 

fortnight 
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fbrtmght  he  will  order  our  throats  to  be 


cut/'— 


ThU  created  fijch  confufion,  that  fatal 
confequences  were  feared.  The  prefidcnt 
expoftulated  with  the  people,  and  pointed  * 
out  the  fatal  teadeivsy  of  their  interfering  ia 
a  cafe  of  this  kind ;  but  he  was  not  able 
entirdf  to  calm  themy  till  he  faid  that  per- 
haps thew  were  anwng  the  jury  fpme  per* 
fbas  whofe  conn)e<3:io0  with  the  prifoner^s 
family  had  influeiKed  their  judgmcixt,  in 
which  cafe  it  would  be  proper  to  have  the 
verdidl  revifed  by  a  new  jury. 

The  prefideat  thought  it  neceffary  to  con- 
duit M.  MontQiorin  out  of  the  court  to 
prifon,  to  prote^  him  ficom  the  violence  of 
the  people,  whp  hiifedaod  hooted  him  as  he 
pafled.  In  the  outer  court,  one  of  the  nan 
tional  guards  aimed  a  fikroke  with  his  fword 
at  the  ^refident,  which  was  parr'^ed  by  a  by^ 
ftaoder  J    fo  that;  the  jjudg^  xcceired  tio 

yoL.  u  .     T  Louis 
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.Louis  XIV.  and  Louis  XV.  ncfcr  gave 
more  alarming  proofs  of  dcfpotifm  than 
when  they^nterpofed  their  authority  againft 
the  legal  courfe  of  juftice. 
•    This  v/M  complained  of  even  when  their 
interpofition  was  t6  proteft  a  criminal  whom 
the  law  condemned.     If  they^  had  exercifed 
their  power  in  condemning  whom  the  law 
Acquitted,  it  would  have  been  ftill  raoi'e 
odious.      On  the  prefent  occafion^  how- 
ever^ it  is  what  the    people    are    doing. 
If  therefore  it  was  a  power  foperior   to 
law  which  the  French  chiefly  complained 
ef  in  their  andent  monarchy,  they  have 
nDt.  found  it   remedied  by  the  abolition.^ 
Yet  this  is  at  leaft  as  great  a  grievance 
when  exetcifed  by  Le  Peuple  Souvefain, 
as  by  any  other  tyrant. 
I :-  The  vices  of  tyrants  are  faid^COiCtm  in  a 
drcle,  smd  produce  one  another.     Luxury 
j  and  jft-odigaiity, beget  raj)ifte  j  rapine  cre&tes 
1  hatred  in  the  fubjed,  which  raifesfear  iii 
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the  prince;     Feir  produces  cruelty^  cruelty-/ 
delpair,  and  defpair  deftrudliom 

In  the  Peuple  Souveiraini  cruelty  is  not 
derived  from  t|ie  fame  remote  anceftors;  biiti 
brings  dire€lly  froiin  poworji^oombifled  with 
credoUty  in  the  moft  abfurd  aocufations,  and 
a  tiftc  for  the  fight  of  executions* 

All  tyranny  is  intolerable.  If  the  Frenoh 
cannot  fiiid  the  means  of  bringixlg  that  of 
the  people  within  the  limits  of  law,  they 
will  gain  nothing  by  their  revolution. 

One  particular  circumftance  rendofs  Le 
PeUple  Souverain  a  more  formidable  ty-* 
rant  than  any  ofheirt  nameiy-~that  all 
otter  tyrants  are  in  fomfe  refped  perfonally 
anfwerable  for  their  adions^  which  is  fome 
teftraint  on  theki^  whereas  the  Peuple  Sou* 
verain  indulge-  their  caprice  or  ftay  without 
any  reftraint  whatever. 

Not  fatisficd  with  trying  to  intimidate  the 

court,  on  purpofe  to  force  a  revidon  of  the 

verdi^k,  and  obtain  one  more  to  their  xnind^ 

T  2  ao 
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an  attempt  was  made  in  the  neiit  place  to  m*: 
timidate  the  National  AffemWy. ;  The  day 
after  the  trial  of  M.  Montmorin  of  Fon* 
tnnebleau,  fome  perf<ma  >vhO  called  them*, 
felves  Deputies  from  the  Peq)k  came  to  the 
bar  of  the  Aflemblyi  to  exprefs  their  iaiig- 
nation  at  the  judgment  pronounced  by  the 
jury  in  his  £siTOur;  &nd  reqiaired^  in  the 
name  du  Peuple  Souverain^  a  fpeedy  asifwer 
on  the  fubje(9:4 

To  this  very  fturdy  petition  ti>e  prefident 
anfwered — That  the  Affembly  would  in- 
quire into  the  object  of  their  requeftj 
that  undoubtedly  the  people  of  France  was. 
fbveneign ;  but  this  fovereiguty  lay  in  the 
whole  peq[vte»  and  not  in  any  feparate  part, 
and  iiever  could  be  exfrcif|^but  by  the  k- 
prefentativea  of  the  whole, Ration^    ,  ,. 

This  obfervation  of  the  prefident  is  very 
juft ;  but  there  is  reifon.to  dread  that  ttere 
will  be  fome  difficulty  in  making  the  people 
undevftand  it^aad  Aill  more  in  tasidng  tbffo 
r. .  :  conform 
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conform  to  it.  For  Le  Peuple  $ouverain  is 
a  monarch  compofed  of  heterogeneous  fub« 
{lances»  like  the  image  of  which  Nebuchad- 
nezzar dreamed;  part  is  fine  gold,  part  filver, 
part  brafs,  pact  Iron,  and  a  large  portion 
clay:  each  of  thefe  divifions  occafionally 
aflumes  the  right  of  reprefenting  the  whole 
fovereigh  ;  and  the  clay  portion  h  exceed- 
ingly apt  to  bedaub  all  the  others,  when 
they  offer  to  difpute  this  right  with  it. 
.    M.  Montmorin,  formerly  the  Minifter  for 
Foreign  Affairs,  was  yefterday  examined 
before  the   National  Affembly.     He  was 
not  accufed  of  having  any  connexion  with 
what  happened  on  the  loth  of  Auguft  j  but 
the  following  articles  of  charge  were  exhi- 
bited againft  him : — That  he  facrificed  the 
intereft  of  France  to  that  of  Auftria,  in  op- 
pofing   an    alliance   between   France    and 
Pruffia — That  he  concealed  the  league  of 
foreign  powers  againft  France,  and  did  not 
ufe  all  the  means  in  his  power  to  prevent  it 
T  3  -—That 
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— ^That  he  pretended  to  be  ignorant  of  the 
defigns  of  the  emigrant  princes,  and  aidedi 
by  his  filence  their  fcbemes  againft  France. 

M.  Montmorin,  when  interrogated  on 
thefc  three  heads,  anfweredy  that  he  knew 
nothing  of  the  treaty  of  Pilnitz  j  that  he  was 
really  ignorant  of  the  defigns  of  the  French 
Princes,  and  therefore  could  not  inform  the 
National  Affembly  of  either  in  time ;  and 
in  general,  that  he  was  innocent  of  the 
whole  charge.  The  Affembly,  however, 
adopted  the  decree  of  accufation,  and,  M, 
Montmorin  was  ordered  into  cuftody. 

M»  Barnave,  fo  much  diftinguiihed  for 
his  eloquence  in  the  Cbnftituent  Aflembly, 
was  lately  arrefted  at  his  country  houfe  near 
Grenoble,  and  c^g-ried  to  the  prifon  of  that 
city.  What  gave  pccafion  for  this  is  a  paper 
found  in  the  King's  cabinet,  and  endorfed 
in  the  king's  hand — Pfojet  du  Comite  des 
Miniftres,  concerte  ayec  M.  M.  Barnave  et 
A|ex.  Lameth. 

V 
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This  paper  coniUls  of  variotts  articles,  or 
hints  of  what  it  might  be  expedient  to  do« 

1.  To  refufe  the  fan£lion. 

2.  To  write  another  letter  in  a  friendly 
ftylc  to  the  princes. 

3.  A  new  proclamation  refpeding  the 
emigrants  in  a  firm  fiyle^  and  marking 
a  determination  to  maintain  the  confti'- 
tutipQ. 

/'  4#  A  requifition  to  the  neighbouring 
powers  to  fufFer  no  afTemblies  of  armed 
men  on  their  territprjes. 

With  other  hints  of  what  the  minifters 

wf  re  to  fay  to  the  National  Aflembly ;  paiv 

ticularly  to  infift  on  the  good  effe£t  which 

the  King's  former  requifitions  had  produced 

j      on  the  mind  of  the  Emperor,  ^c. 

Upon  thp  whole,  there  feems  nothing  of 
a  treafojciable  nature  in  this  paper;  and  if 
there  was,  there  is  no  proof  that  Barnave  or 
Alexander  Lameth  had  any  knowledge  of 
it.  But  at  prefent  the  leaft  circumftancc 
T  4  creates 
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creates  fufpicion,  and  the  kaft  Aifplcion  is 
fufficieht  for  an  ofder  of  arreft^ 

I  feel  much  concern  for  thefe  proceed* 
ings,  becaufe  1  believe  the  minds  of  thofe  in 
power  to  be  too  much  inflimed  for  candid 
inveftigation  of  the  condudt  of  men  who 
aded  on  principles  oppofite  to  their  own  j 
and  becaufd,  although  all  that  w4is  charged 
againft  thofe  unfortunate  men  had  been 
proved^  ftill  they  might  have  conceived  that 
they  were  doing  their  duty,  and  afting  in 
fupport  of  the  conftitution. 

The  court  had  been  long  attacked  in  jour^ 
•nals,  in  papers  and  placarts  fixed  on  the 
tyalls,  by  men  hired  to  harangue  in  public 
places  againft  the  King  and  his  minlfters, 
who  infinuated,  and  often  aflertcd,  that  the 
country  was  betrayed,  that  there  was  a  plot 
to  murder  the  patriots,  and  fell  a  great  part 
of  the  kingdom  to  the  Emperor ;  and  ideas 
of  a  republican  nature  were  likewife  fpread 
about  on  all  convenient  occations. 

It 
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It  was  not  unnatural  in  the  King  or  his 
minifters  to  think  of  defending  themfelves, 
arid  refifting  this  attack  with  the  fame  kind 
of  weapons  that  were  ufed  by  their  enemies. 
They  did  no  doubt  accordingly  penlion  jour- 
nalifts,  and  employ  agents,  to  attend  the  tri- 
bunes of  the  National  Aflembly,  to  mix  in 
groups  at  the  putilic  places,  to  fix  up  placarts 
on  purpofe  to  counterad  the  defigns  of  their 
enemies,  and  turn  the  public  opinion  in  their 
favour.  For  this  purpofe  D*Angremont  and 
his  band  may  have  been  employed,  Duro- 
foy  may  have  written,  and  they  may  have 
believed  in  their  confcience  that  they  were 
defending  the  King  and  fupporting  the  con- 
ftitutlon,  againft  thofe  who  wiflied  to  deftroy 
both.     M.  Laporte  alfo  might  think  he  was 
doing  no  injury  to  the  conftitution,  in  ad- 
vancing money  which  was  at  the  King's  dif- 
pofal  in  defraying  this  expence,  according 
to  the  orders  he  received  from. his  Majefty: 
and  there  does  not  fccm  any  thing  highly 

criming 
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criminaj  in  tranfmitting  money  by  the 
King's  orders  to  a  few  of  his  old  body 
guards,  who  were  ftarving  at  Coblentz  j 
which,  however,  he  denied  having  done. 

Befides,  the  indignation  we  feel  againft 
tbofe  whofe  conduft  we  really  condemn,  is 
greatly  diminifhed  wh?n  we  think  they  a^cd 
from  principle  j  and  if  oar  hearts  ^re  not 
hardened  by  ths- unrelenting  fpirit  of  party, 
our  indignation  is  converged  into  compailioQ. 
when  they  come  to  fuffer. 
.    Frpm  the  converfatioQs  I  have  fead  with 
ih?  mpft  intelligent  and  bc^  Informed  of  my 
Frpnch  acquaintance,  from  the  very  evafiona 
and  palliations  of  fonie,  wheq.  the  difcowrf? 
turned  on  certain  fubjeii^s,  and  the  franknefs 
of  others,  I  think  it  highly  probable  that  a 
project  was  formed  by  many  of  the  King's 
friends,  wbp  were  ^Ifo  the  friends  of  the 
conftitution,  to  remove  the  whole  royal  fa- 
mily to  the  diftance  of  twenty  leagues  frpm 
Par^s.  yh^  difturbances  which  were  threat- 

ene4 
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$ae4  every  time  the  King  made  ufe  of  the 
veto  which  the  conftitution  had  given  him^ 
the  outrages:  committed  by  the  mob  in  his 
palaice  Ct\  the  »oth  of  June,  fOr  which  no- 
body had  been  punifhed,  convinced  theip. 
that  this  me^urp  was  neceffary  for  the  King^s 
fafety,  and  for  his  having  the  free  nfe  of  his 
prerogative^     It  was  propofed  that,  every 
thing  being  preyioujSy  arranged,  he  fhould 
inform  the  Nation^  A0embjy  of  his  in* 
tentipn  to  withdr^iw  fbr  fome  time  to  that 
diftance  from  the  capital  which  the  conftitu* 
tion  perlnits,  and  to  fet  out  dire^Uy  after,  at-* 
tended  by  a  body  of  cavalry,  and  followed  by 
^^  the  S  wifs  and  fome  battalions  of  the  national 
gu^ds.     It  is  likely  that  a  detachment  from 
the  ?irmy  on  the  frontiers  would  have  joined 
thefe,  if  neceflary ;  and  all  with  no  other 
view  thfn  to  give  energy  to  the  conftitution, 
^nd   prevent  the  powers  of  government 
fropi  being  arrefted,  a$  often  ?i8  any  meafure 

was 
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was  taken  that^fpleafi^d  the  Jacdbins  or  the 

mob  of  fans. 

M.  de  la  Fayette  was  in- all  probability 

engaged  in  this  projedl  j  bm  I  am  incHned 

to  think  that        . 

The  tery  Ke^d  and  fteitt  of  kis  ofifending 
.H^  tbif  extent)  and  no  more* 

.-His  MaJ6fty  fometimes  agreed  to  this 
plan;  but  when- it  came  to  the  point  of  exe* 
cution,  he  always  drew  back:  for  although 
Louis  XVIi  poffeffes  k  great  (hare  of  paiffive 
courage,  he  £hrinks  from  exertion;  e(pe» 
cially  when  die  meafure  wbich  he  is  ftimu- 
iated  to  take  has  the  kaft  ehanee  of  being 
Attended  with  bloodflied.  By  all  I  have 
heard!  of  the  dbara^er  of  this  prince,  whom 
they  endeavour  to  reprefent  as  a  wicked  ty«- 
rint,  he  in  truth 


-lacks  iniquity 


Sometimes  to  do  him  fervlce. 

And  I  have  fome  reafon  to  fufpeft  that 

the 
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the  mqderalicui  with  which  he  borjc  certaii^ 
outrages  provoked  the  republicaa  party^  be^ 
caufe  it  deprived  (hem  of  th^  |ycetexts  which 
thej  wifhed  to  exhibit  to  th?  peqple,  as  rea- 
fons  for  the  deftrudion  q£  royalty ;  but  I 
alfo  believe,  that  this  in  a  great  degree  pro*, 
ceeds  from  a  convidion  in  their  minds,  that 
the  fplendor  of  royalty,  even  witjx  the^  li- 
mitations of  thdr  conftitution,  cannot  long 
exift  in  France  confiftent  with  freedonu 
When  they  are  reminded  of  the  exampk  of 
the  Britifh  government,  theyanfwer  that 
the  charaders  of  the  two  nations  are  dif- 
ferent ;  but  they  feem  to  forget  that  thofe 
very  circumftances  in  the  char^d^r  of  the 
French,  which  render  a  limited  monarchy 
dangerous  to  freedom,  may  alfo  render  a 
rjepublican  form  of  government  inconfiftent 
wkh  any  tolerable  ihare  of  tranquillity  oif 
public  happinefe. 

The  three  perfons  executed  a;;  above-^ 

mentioned,  I  dajt^  fay  thought  they  had 

2  aded 
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t&ed  mctitoriotidy ;  atid  it  depended  oil  tlid 
tfvent  of  the  infuiTidioti  on  the  loth  of 
Auguft,  whether  that  Wis  or  was  not  to  bci 
Ae  avowed  opinion  of  the  ptiblic  Had 
thlt  event  beeti  the  reterfe  of  Whit  It  Was, 
fhofe  men  Would  have  betfn  praifed  and  re- 
warded for  the  fame  dondufl:  for  which  they 
were  now  Condemned,  and  fbme  of  their 
judge*  would  have  been  executed  In  their 
ftead.  They  will  be  dealt  with  in  the  other 
world,  no  doubt,  according  to  their  own  per • 
final  conduSi  through  life ;  but  here  the  fate 
of  thofe  men,  and  whether  they  were  to  be 
confidered  as  innocent  or  guilty,  depended 
not  on  their  own  condudl,  but  on  that  of 
the  Swifs,  the  national  guards,  the  foederis, 
and  thofe  who  direded  them. 

If  it  were  clearly  proved  that  the  King 
had  entered  into  a  plan  for  overturning  the 
conftitution,  which  he  had  accepted  and 
fworn  to  fupport,  that  he  kept  up  a  corre- 
fpondence  with  the  enemies  of  his  country; 

and 
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and  abetted  their  invafion  for  the  piirpofc  ef 
re-eftablifliing  the  old  government,  and  at 
the  rilk  of  the  difmemberment  of  France ; 
if  thefe  things  were  proved,  no  man  who 
has  read  the  chapter  of  the  Conjiltution 
Frangai/e^  which  concerns  the  King,  can 
have  rhe  leaft  doubt  of  his  liaving  incurred 
the  penalty  of  forfeiture  of  the  crown ;  and 
beyond  that  penalty  juftice  cannot  go  with 
refpeft  to  him,  were  all  thefe  charges  evet 
fo  clearly  proved. 

In  that  cafe,  however,  thofe  who  were 
acquainted  with  his  defigns,  and  affifted  him 
in  promoting  them,  would  be  juftly  con- 
demned to  death  as  traitors. 

But  if  none  of  thofe  charges  are  clearly 
proved  j  if  nothing  is  difcovered  incompa- 
tiWe  with  the  idea  that  the  King  was  con- 
fcientioufly  refolved  to  adhere  to  the  con- 
ftitution,  and  had  formed  no  plan  to  reftorc 
the  old  government ;  that  the  meafures  he 
tooky  and  the  arrangements  he  made  withig 

the 
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the  Tuilerics,  on,  and  for  fomc  time  before 
the  loth  of  Auguft,  were  merely  defenfive ; 
and  that  the  Attack  had  been  long  meditated 
by  thofe  who  wiflied  to  deftroy  the  confti- 
tution,  and  eftablifh  a  republican  form  of 
government ;  that  the  very  men  who  now 
exclaim  againfl  the  King  for  fliedding  the 
blood  of  the  people  wantonly,  arc  thofc 
who  provoked  the  war  with  the  Emperor, 
and  incited  the  attack  of  the  Tuileries  on 
purpofe  to  enfnare  the  ICing^  and  afford 
them  opportunities  of  accufmg  him  of  a 
correfpondence  with  the  court  of  Viennat 
and  of  afting  offenfively  againft  his  own 
fubjeds^  that  they  might  have  pretexts  for 
injuring  him  in  the  minds  of  the  people, 
and  eftaUiihing  that  republican  form  of  go- 
yernmeut  which  they  fo  much  defire:  if 
tboie  fuppofidons  are  fouiided  on  truth,  the 
King,  and  thofe  who  fuffer.  on  this  occafion, 
muft  engage ,  our  fympathy  in  the  higheft 

degree^ 

The 
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Th6  gfeated  pains  are  taken  at  the  club 
6(  jacobins,  in  the  public  walks,  at  the 
meetings  of  the  fedions,   in  the  coffee* 
lioufes,  and  wherever  people  meet  and  con- 
vert, to  perfuade  the  public  that  the  King 
had  n6  right  to  give  orders  to  fire  on  the 
people  aflembled  in  the  Garoufel ;  that  he 
certainly  left  fuch  orders  with  the  Swifs  and 
others,  when  he  left  the  Chateau  to  go  to 
tke  Affembly  ;  and  for  him  to  repel  the 
people  by  force,  or  order  them  to  be  fo  re- 
pelled, when  they  came  to  prefent  a  petition, 
or  remonftrance,  is  the  greateft  of  all  crimes, 
leze  nation. — This  dodrine  is  as  new  as  ab- 
furd ;  that  it  was  not  received  on  the  loth, 
even  by  the  moft  violent  members  of  the 
National  Affembly  is  evident,  for  M.  Rhoe- 
derer,  the  procureur  fyndic  of  the  depart- 
ment, in  the  account  which  he  gave  at  the 
bar  of  the  Affembly,  in  the  prefeilce  of  the 
King,  a  little  before  the  firing  began,  faid, 
that  he  addreffed   the  cannoniers,  and  the 
VOL.  1 4  U  national 
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f  national  guards  within  the  caftle,  in  thcic 
words :  "  Meffieurs^  a  Dieu  ne  plaifi^  qyc 
nous  demandions  qu?  V9u§  yerliez  le  fang 
de  vos  freres,  que  vous  attaquiez  yos  con-<^ 
citoyens  I  Vos.  cann.on§^  meffieurs,  font  la 
pour  votre  defenfe ;  ils  ne  font  pas  pouf 
Tattaque:  mais  je  fequiers  au  nom  de  la 
loi,  cette  defenfe ;  je  la  requiers  au  nom 
du  droit  de  votre  conftitution  ;  je  requiers 
au  nom  de  la  furete  que  la  loi  garantie  a  la 
maifon  devant  laquclle  vous  etes  poftes.  La 
loi  vous  autorife,  lorfque  des  violences  fe- 
ront  exercees  contre  vous,  a  les  repoufler  , 
par  une  forte  readion.  La  loi  vous  autorife^ 
lorfque  vous  ferez  a  point  d*etre  forces  dans 
votre  pofte,  a  le  maintenir  par  la  force  ;  ct 
encore  un  fois  vous  ne  ferez  point  aflaillans,, 

vous  ne  ferez  que  fur  la  defenfive  */' 

Thb 

'  *  Gentlemen,  Heaven  forbid  that  we  fiiouH  require 
you  to  Ihed  the  Wood  of  your  brethren-,  that  you  ihould 
attack  your  fellow-citizens  !  Thofe  cannon  arc  there 
for  your  defence,  and  not  for  attacking  others  :  but  in* 
the  name  of  law  I  require  that  defence  \  I  require  it  i» 

the 
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Thii  language,  which  is  that  of  nature 
and  common  fenfe^  wis  not  blamed  at  the 
tinle  it  was  held»  auid  if  Rho&derer  had  had 
the  kaft  idea  that  it  would,  he  is  not  the 
man  that  would  liave  held  it ;  but  it  has 
been  confidered  in  a  different  light  tince, 
and  M.  Rhcrderer  has  thought  proper  to 
abfcond. 

But  had  the  King  given  dire<a:  orders  to 
fire  on  thofe  who  threatened  to  force  their 
way^  into  his  palace,  he  was  not  only  jufti- 
fiable  on  the  principle  of  felf-defence,  but 
it  was  his  duty  to  do  fo  as  foon  ws  he  was 
convinced   they    could    be    kept    out    by 

the  name  of  juftice  and  of  the  conftitution  y  I  require 
it  in  the  name  of  that  fafety  which  the  law  guarantees 
to  the  houfc  before  which  you  are  pofted.  The  law 
aHtborifes^  you,  ds  often  as  violence  is  ufed  againft  you^ 
to  repd  it  with  all  your  force.  The  hiw  authorifct 
yoUf  when  yon  are  in  danger  of  being  driven  from 
your  poll^  to  maintain  it  by  fprce  ;  and  iUll  you  will 
not  be  aggreflbrs,  you  will  be  only  ading  on  the  de- 
fenfivc. 

U  i  no 
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no  other  meaDs,  for  he  had  fworn  to  defend 
the  conllitution;  he  hipiielf.was  aa  eflentiat 
part  of  the  conftitution,  and  therefore,  inde^  . 
pendent  of  every  confideration  of  felf-^de- 
fence  as  an  individual,  he  was  bound  as 
King  to  aiSt  againft  the  infurgents  on  the 
lothof  AugufL 

September  of- 

An  incident  of  a  fingular  nature  toob 
place  yefterday. 

Jean  Julian,  a  poor  waggoner  of  Vau- 
girard,  was  condemned  to  ten  years  hard 
labour,  for  I  know  not  what  crime*  This 
man  was  placed  on  a  fcaffold  in  the  Place 
de  Greve,  vwth  his  hands  tied  behind,  there 
to  remain  an  hour,  as  a  beginning  of  his^ 
punifhment.  Whether  he  was  previoufly 
mad,  or  made  defperate  by  fo  fevere  a  fen- 
tence,  I  am  not  informed ;  but  while  he 
Was  in  this  fituation,  the  populace  crying 
Vive  la  Nation  I  the  man  exclaimed,  Vive 
le   Roi  j    Vive   la   Reine !   adding    fome 

indecent 
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indecent  cxpreffions  regarding  la  Nation^ 
prompted,  in  all  probability,  by  rage  and 
defpair. 

One  could  hardly  imagine  that  a  poor 
hclplefs  wretch,  in  this  deplorable  ftate, 
could  have  provoked  the  rcfentment  of  any 
individual ;  and  if  it  did,  the  punifliment 
to  which  he  was  condemned  might  have 
been  thought  fuiHcient.  It  did  not  however 
fatisfy  le  Peuple  Souverain :  the  man  was 
on  the  point  of  being  torn  to  pieces  j  but 
Manuel  prevented  this,  and  promifed  that 
the  offended  majefty  of  the  people  (hould 
be  avenged. 

The  offender  was  carried  from  the  fcaffold 
to  prifon,and  foon  after  accufed,  before  the 
tribunal  which  had  tried  the  others,  of 
this  new  crime.  The  fentence  no  doubt  is  in 
due  form  of  law;  it  declares  however  what 
nobody  of  common  fenfe  can  believe  : 

*'  Qu'il  a  exifte  une  emeute  populaire, 

ou  fedition,  le  prcmifere  Septembre  pr^fent 

U  3  mois, 
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mois^  tendante  a  exciter  une  guerre  cirtlet 
pw  dc8  cris  de  Vive  lo  Roi,  Vive  la  Reine^ 
Vive  M.  'de  la  Fayette  !  laquelle  emeute  ou 
feditioo  eft  une  confilqueoce  naturcUe  d^  la 
confpiration  qui  a  delate  le  lo  Aout  dernier  t 
que  Jeaa  Julien  eft  convain9u  dea  faits  ct^ 
deffus,  &c*/' 

He  V7as  then  carried  from  the  prifbn  t0 
the  Caroufcl,  and  there  beheaded. 

It  is  not  poflible  that  the  court  could 
have  believed  that  this  \raggoner  intended 
to  excite  any  fedition  ;  what  he  faid,  was  a 
mere  rafli  retort  on  the  mob,  who  infulted 
him  in  his  mifery.  If  ibeir  cry  liad  been 
Vive  le  Roi  et  la  Reine !  his  would  have 

•  ThaX  a  popular  commotion  or  fedition  cxifted  on 
the  firft  of  September,  tending  to  raife  a  civil  war^  by 
the  cries  of  Long  live  the  King,  the  Queen,  M.  1 
Fayette  !  which  commotion  or  fedition  is  a  natural 
confequence  of  the  confpiracy  which  appeared  on  the 
loth  of  Auguft.  That  John  Julien  is  guilty  of  *the 
above^  &c« 

been 
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been  Vive  la  ^Iatlon !  It  is  plain  therefore 
that  he  was  condemned  to  die  to  pleafe  the 
people.  It  is  hard  to  fay  who  excite  greater 
horror,  thofe  who  order  a  man*s  head  to 
be  cut  off,  to  pleafe  the  people  ;  or  the  peo- 
ple who  are  pleafed  by  fuch  a  fpedacle. 

Thofe  who  attend  public  executions,  in 
confequence  of  a  tafte  for  fuch  horrid 
fights,  were  a  few  days  ago  gratified  with 
an  after-piece,  which  was  riot  announced. 

On  the  27th  of  Auguft,  three  men  were 
beheaded  for  forging  affignats.  After  the 
execution,  it  is  cuftomary  to  hold  up  the 
head,  that  it  may  be  feen  by  the  fpedators. 
In  performing  this  ceremony,  the  fon  of  the 
executioner  approached  too  near  the  edge*" 
of  the  fcaffold,  fell  over,  and  was  killed  on 
the  fpot  before  his  father's  eyes. 

I  was  this   morning  pafling  the  church 

of  Saint  Louis  du  Louvre,  and  being  told 

that  it  was  now  frequented  by  a  Proteflant 

congregation,  I  immediately  joined  them. 

.   U  4  To 


Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


(    296    ) 

To  behold  an  affembly  of  Proteftants 
vrorfbipping  God  according  to  the  forms  of 
their  own  religion,  in  a  Roman  catholic 
qhurch,  built  on  the  fpot  where  the  mafla- 
cre  of  St.  Barthelemy  began,  and  near  that 
whence  Charles  IX.  fired,  with  his  own 
hands,  on  his  Proteftant  fubjeds,  was  not 
the  leaft  extraordinary  thing  I  have  had 
occafion  to  obferve  fince  I  have  been  in 
France* 

The  original  name  of  this  church  was 
St.  Thomas  du  Louvre,  and  a  painting  of 
the  martyrdom  of  St,  Thomas,  archbifhop 
of  Canterbury,  is  ftill  one  of  its  ornaments. 
The  roof  falling  into  decay,  was  renewed 
in  the  year  1 740,  when  the  church  obtained 
the  new  »ame  of  St.  Louis,  I  know  not 
for  what  reafon,  unlefs  it  was  that  the 
former  was  thought  ominous ;  for  befidq 
the  murder  of  the  faint,  whofe  name  it 
originally  bore,  three  of  the  prebendaries 

wero 
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were  cruftied  to  ijeath  by  the  fall  of  the  old. 
roof  in  the  year  1739. 

The  principal  ornament  of  this  church 
is  the  maufoleum  of  Cardinal  Fleury,  who 
is  reprefented  expiring  in  the  arms  of 
Religion.  Louis  XV.  ordered  this  mag- 
nificent tomb  to  be  ereded  in  honour  of 
his  old  preceptor  and  prime  minifter ;  but 
the  monarch's  afFedion  abated  as  the  ex- 
pence  incr^afed,  and  became  fo  cool  before 
the  work  was  finiftied,  that  it  is  thought  the 
tomb  would  never  have  been  completed, 
had  not  the  Due  de  Fleury,  and  other  rela- 
tions of  the  family^  joined  in  defraying  the 
expence,  and  animating  the  artifts.  -  Thus 
what  was  begun  by  gratitude,  was  finiihed 
by  vanity.  I  fhould  be  forry  to  fay  that 
in  general  the  latter  is  the  moft  powerful 
motive  for  expences  of  this  nature  ;  but  let 
thofe  who  wifh  to  know,  enquire  of  Jculp^ 
tors  and  of  fainter  s^  to  which  they  are  moft 
obliged, 

Whea 
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When  I  entered  this  church,  I  found  it 
crowded  with  an  audiehce  of  a  very  re- 
!j>e6kable  and  devout  deportment.    '' 

The  demeanor  of  the  clergyman  was  of 
a  piece  with  that  of  the  audience.  I  en- 
quired his  name,  and  am  forry  I  have  for- 
got it.  His  fermon  was  excellent,  and 
gracefully  delivered ;  he  ufed  more  action 
than  is  common  with  Englifli  divines  ;  but 
feemed  free  from  affeflation.  He  dwelt  on 
the  benevolent  fpirit  of  Chriftianity,  and  in- 
culcated its  precepts  with  a  fervour  that,  I 
thought,  proceeded  from  the  heart.  A  pa- 
triotic form  of  prayer  has  been  ufed  in  all 
the  churches  fince  the  revolution ;  it  refers 
to  that  event,  and  is  afFeding  and  well  com- 
pofed :  this  was  the  only  thing  the  minifter 
read.  The  King  and  Royal  Family  were 
included  in  it  before  the  i  oth  of  Auguft  : 
the  only  thing  which  difpleafed  me  during 
the  fervice  was,  that,  by  order  of  the  exift- 

ing  powers,  i]\cj  are  now  left  out. 

The 
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The  very  circumftance  of  their  being 
omitted,  however,  would  bring  them  into 
the  minds  of  the  audience ;  and  thofe  wh6 
felt  the.  true  import  of  the  fermon  they 
had  juft  heard,  I  am  convinced,  did  not  omit 
mental  petitions  in  favour  of  that  moft  un- 
fortunate family. 

On  a  part  of  the  wall  of  this  church, 
where  a  faint  formerly  flood,  is  the  follow^ 
ing  infcription : 

Le  devoir  d'un  citoyen: 
Adorez         —     Dieu. 
Refpedez    —     la  Nation. 
Obeir    '        —     a  la  Loi. 
Paix  avec  furveillance. 
Liberte  fans  licence. 
Egalite  fans  ind^cence* 
C'eft  la  veritable  fcience. 
The  poetry  of  thefe  lines  is  certainly  not 
very  admirable :  it  were  muqh  to  be  wifhed 
however^  for  the  happinefs  of  France,  that 
ihe  could  obtain  what  is  expreffed  in  the 

fecond  j 
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fecond  ;  as  for  fciencCj  fhe  had  no  natunu 
bufinefs  among  them,  and  mud  have  been 
dragged  in  by  her  unruly  relation  tndecence. 

When  I  went  into  the  ftreet,  people  were 
hurrying  up  and  down  with  rapid  flreps  and 
anxious  faces ;  groups  were  formed  at  every 
corner  :  one  told  in  general  that  a  courier 
had  arrived  with  very  bad  news  ;  another 
aflerted  that  Verdun  had  been  betrayed  like 
Longwy,  and  that  the  enemy  were  advanc- 
ing ;  others  fhook  their  heads  arid  faid,  it 
was  the  traitors  within  Paris,  and  not  the 
declared  enemies  on  the  frontiers  that  were 
to  be  feared. 

In  the  National  Aflembly  M.  Vcrgniaud, 
with  his  ufual  eloquence,  endeavoured  to 
check  that  alarm  which  had  affeded  the 
citizens;  his  difcoiirfe  was  evidently  ad- 
drefled  to  the  audience  in  the  galleries.  He 
faid, ''  the  plan  of  the  enemy  was  to  leave 
the  fortified  towns  behind  them,  and  march 
with  all  poffible  fpeed  to  Paris  j  that  this 

would 
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would  be  their  ruin ;   the  French  army 
would  follow  ;  a  body  of  60,000  men  from 
the  capital  would  meet  them ;    and  that 
they  muft  be  furrounded,  ftarved,  and  cut 
to  pieces:  but  that  to  prevent  any  poffibility 
of  misfortune  to  Paris  itfelf,  the  intrench- 
ments  around  it  muft  be  completed  j  the  zeal 
of  the  citizens  muft  be  ftimulated :  and  he 
propofed  that  twelve  members  of  the  Na-  . 
tional  Affembly  Ihould  be  fent  daily  to  en- 
courage the  labourers,   not  by  ^  vain   dif- 
cQurfes,  but  by  their  example ;  that  thofe 
members  fhould   themfelves   take   up  the 
fhovel  and  pick-axe,  and  work  in  the  in- 
trenchments*     This   was   immediately  de- 
creed, and  at  the  fame  time,  that  an  army 
of  60,000  men  fhould  be  formed  as  foon  as 
poffible,  and  march  to  Chalons,  while  the 
inhabitants,  who  remained  in  the  capital, 
fhould  labour  in  the  intrenchments. 

The  alarm  is  increafed  by  the  circum- 
ftantial    account  which  is  publifhed,  and 

6  carefully 
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carefully  circtdated,  of  the  plan  agreed  upon^ 
by  the  Emperor  and  King  of  Pruffia,  re-- 
ipeding  the  condudl  of  th^ir  troQpcf  during^ 
their  march  through  FraQce^  and  on  their 
arrival  at  Paris. 

According  to  thofe  accoui;U8,  a  great 
number  of  perfons  of  influence  have  given 
aflurance  of  their  being  ready  to  join  .the 
invading  army ;  but  they  are  defired  to  re- 
main in  their  particular  provinces,  vrbere 
they  will  be  of  moft  fejrvice  to  the  caufe^ 
and  only  join  the  army  when  they  can  do 
it  with  fafety,  and  bring  the  friends  they 
are  now  feducing  with  them;  that  detach- 
ments will  be  fcnt  from  the  advancing  army 
to  facilitate  thofe  jundions  ;  but  that  when 
the  combined  German  troops  ihould  ap- 
proach near  to  Paris,  the  French,  under  ^he 
Prince  de  Conde,  were  to  be  left  behind  to 
proted  the  convoys,  and  keep  th^  provinces 
in  obedience :  while  the  Germ^as  l^ocl^ded 

Piris, 
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Paifis,,  which   would  foqn  be  obliged,  by. 
famine,  to.  furrender,.  .     . 

Immediately  after  which>the  whole  of  thp^ 
inhabitants  w^re  to  be  conduded  to  the  plains 
of  St.  Denis,  where  the  men  were  to  be 
decimated  and  executed,  with  impartiality, 
on  the  fpot ;  the  moft  diftinguifhed  patriots 
having  been  previoufly  feleded,  who  were 
to  be  broken  on  the  wheel :  but  that  the 
women  and  children  were  to  be  fpared, 
except  forty  or  fifty  poiffards,  who  would 
undergo  the  fame  death  with  the  patriots^ 
as  a  warning  to  the  fair  fex  not  to  take  any^ 
part  in  future  revolutions. 

Thefe  pretended  accounts  from  Germany 
are  evidently,  I  know  not  for  what  purpofe, 
fabricated  in  Paris — they  fill  many  people 
however  with  difquietude,  and  increafe  thc^ 
general  alarm. 

One  o'clock,  mid-day* 
While  I  was  writing, the  cannon  were  firei^, 
and  the  tocfm  founded.  People  rulhed  in  to 
7  inform 
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iftformus,"  That  thePruffian  army  had  takcrt 
Chalons,  and  was  in  full  march  to  Paris;  that 
their  huflars  and  light  cavalty  fWept  every 
thing  before  them,  and  were  already  within 
ten  leagues  of  the  gates  of  Paris."  When  we 
ftated  the  improbability  of  this,  the  anfwer 
was,  •*  That  if  there  had  been  the  leaft 
doubt,  the  municipality  would  not  ,have 
ordered  the  cannon  of  alarm  to  be  fired,  nor 
the  tocfin  to  be  founded." 

*^  What  is  become  of  Luckner's  army  t 
they  would  not  allow  huflars  to  pafs  them. 
The  news  cannot  be  true !'' 

^  Why  then  would  the  cannon  be  fired, 
and  the  tocfm  founded  ?" 

This  mode  of  arguing  I  heard  on  all 
fides ;  and  as  not)ody  could  give  a  good  rea- 
fon  for  the  cannon  being  fired,  and  the  toc- 
fin founded,  it  was  concluded  that  the 
Pruffians  were  within  ten  leagues,  and  every 
frefh  report  of  a  cannon,  or  toll  of  the 
tocfin,  ferved  to  confirm  them  in  that  belief^ 

Five 
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Five  in  the  afternoon. 

The  moft  fhocking  crimes  are  at  this 

moment  perpetrating  at  the  prifon  of  the 

^Abbaye,  hard  by  the  hotel  in  which  I  now 

write ! — a  thing  unequalled  in  the  records  of 

wickedncfs ! 

The  mob — they  call  them  the  people 
here;  but  they  deferve  no  name  by  which 
any  thing  which  has  the^eaft  relation  to 
human  nature  can  be  fignified — a  fet  of 
monfters  have  broken  into  the  Abbaye,  and 
are  maflacring  the  prifoners ! 

Nine  at  night. 

They  have  been  at  this  fhocking  work 
during  feveral  hours — the  Abljaye  is  quite 
full  of  prifoners  j  befides  thofe  that  were 
there  before,  great  numbers  have  been  fent 
fmce  the  loth  of  Auguft;  many  on  flight 
fufpicions  j  many  poor  priefts  on  no  parti- 
cular accufation,  but  merely  becaufc  they 
are  priefts  ;  many  citizens,  as  I  have  been 

vox..  I.  X  aflfured. 
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afTured^  have  been  arrefted  of  late,  and  fent 
therei  from  the  private  hatred  and  revenge  of 
fome  of  the  individuals,  vpho  at  prefent  be- 
long to  the  commune  de  Paris,  But  fuppofe 
there  was  the  greateft  reafon  to  believe  them 
all  guilty,  which  it  is  impoffible  that  any 
body  can,  that  v^rould  form  no  apology  for 
this  violation  of  juftice^  humanity,  and  pub- 
lie  faith  !     A  prifon  ought  to  be  the  moft 
facrcd  of  all  afylums :  there  is  more  reafoi* 
to  confider  the  violation  of  it  as  impietyi 
and  the  height  of  wickednefsj  than  that  of 
the  church  or  altar ;  becaufe  in  prifon  all 
who  are  accufed  of  crimes,  are  detained  till 
their  guilt  or  innocence  can  be  tried;  they 
are,  during  this  interval,  under  the  fafeg4inrd 
of  government,   and  the  faith  of  the  ftate* 
On  the  prefent  occafion  there  is  more  reafon 
than  ufual  to  fuppofe  many  innocent  perfons 
are  among  the  prifoners,  becaufe  they  have 
been  arrefted  in  hurry  and  confufion,  on 
ilight  iurmifesi  and  ofceu,  it  is  probable, 

5  from 
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ifem'pfivitc  hatred.  Yet,  (hocking  to  think 
of!  they  ate  mining  an  undiftingui&ed^ 
xhaffiicfe  ^  ail,' 

Is.  this  the  Work  of  a  furious  and  deluded 

mob  ? 

How  come  the  citizens  of  this  populous 
metropolis  to  remain  paflive  fpeftators  of 
fo  dreadful  aq  outrage  ? 

Is  it  polSble  that  this  is  the  accomplifli^ 
ment  of  a  plan  concerted  two  or  three  weeks 
ago?  that  thofe  arbitrary  arrefts  were  or* 
dered  with  this  view  j  that  falfe  rumours  rf 
treafons  and  intended  infurredions  and  maf- 
facres  were  fpread  to  exafperate  the  people ; 
and  that,  taking  advantage  of  the  rumours  ' 
of  bad  news  from  the  frontiers,  orders  have 
been  iflued  for  firing  the  cannon  and  found* 
ing  the  tocfin,  to  increafe  the  alarm^  and 
terrify  the  public  into  acquieicence]  while  a 
band  .of  chofen  ruffians  wer?  hired  to  maf- 
iacre  thofe  whom  hatred^  revenge,  or  fear 
X  2  had 
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hkd  deftined'  to  ^ftru^iop,  '  but  ^h<?n 
Ikw  and  juftice  could  not  d^roy  ? 

It  is  now  pad  twelve  at  mxd-tiightt  m^ 
the  bloody  work  ftill  goes'  on !     A^ini^hty 

God! 

September  3. 
The  fame  horrid  fcenes  which  began 
yefterday  afternoon,  are  ftill  continuing  at 
the  Abbaye  j  are  extended  to  the  Hotel  de 
la  Force,  la  Cohciergerie,  le  Chatelet,  to  all 
the  prifons  in  Paris,  and  even  the  Bicetre^ 
which  is  a  league  out  of  town. 

One  continued  carnage  goes  on  at  them 
alU  The  people  are  told  the  following 
tale: 

^^  That  there  was  a  horrid  plot,. a  com- 
bination between  the  Duke  of  Brunfwick 
and  certain  traitors  in  Paris,  that  as  foon 
as  all  the  new  levies  were  completed,  and 
all  the  men  intended  for  the  frontiers  had 
marched  out  of   Paris,  then   thofe   fame 

traitors, 
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tr Jdiors,  who  have  been  long  concealed  under 
the  malk  of  patriotifm,  were  to  take  the 
command  of  a  large  body  of  men,  now  dif- 
perfed  over  the  capital  and  its  environs,  who 
have  been  long  in  the  pay  of  the  court, 
although  they  alfo  are  concealed ;  that  thofe 
concealed  leaders,  at  the  head  of  their  conceaied 
troops,  were  to  have  thrown  open  the  pti- 
fons,  and  to  arm  the  prifoners  ;  then  to  go 
to  the  Temple,  fet  the  Royal  Family  free, 
and  proclaim  the  King ;  to  condemn  tp 
death  all  the  patriots  who  remain  in  Paris, 
and  moft  of  the  wives  and  children  of  thofe 
who  have  marched  out  of  it  againft  the  eilie- 
mies  of  their  country .'^ 

This  is  the  ridiculous  tale  which  is  cir^ 
culated  among  the  people,  to  juftify  the 
murders^  perpetrating  in  the  prifons,  to  fti^ 
mulate  the  populace  to  aflift  in  there,  or 
terrify  them  from  oppofition. 

The  ftrong  impreflion  made  by  the  Duke 

of  Brunfwick's  manifefto,- with  the  other 

X  J  caxifi^ 
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eaufes  of  alarm,  make  the  tale  creditor  j^ 
the  maflacre  tolerated. 

I  was  this  very  day  told,  thiu  *^  k  .is 
natural  for  men  to  fecure  their  wives  and 
children  whea  they  are  going  to  be  f(;parat^d 
from  them,  and  tp  ufe  the  mod  efiedjual 
means  of  preventing  their  being  ^xpofed  to 
the  daggers  of  aflaffins/' 

An  acquaintance  informed  me,  that  as 

\it  pafled  by  the  Abbaye,  he  had  feen  fome 

prifoner?  killed^  by  being  firfl  knocked  on 

the  head,  and  then  thruft  through  with 

pikes  ;  and  afterwards,  that  he  iaw  feveral 

bodies  dragged  out  and  laid  on  a  waggon. 

We  were  near  the  Abbaye  when  he  gave 

tne  this  account;  and  he  added,  that  if  I 

,  » had  any  inclination,  I  might  go  with  fafety, 

^    I  entered  with  him  into  the  ftrect,  and  faw 

.    about  two  hundred  people  (landing  as  fpec* 

tators  before  the  gate  of  the  Abbaye;  but  as 

I  drew  nearer,  I  became  fo  much  affedbed 

with  the  idea  of  what  was  tranfadting^that  I 

turned 
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tmt*A:o»t^f  t^  fkejbt,  witfe  many  othws 
who  feeca«d  equaUy  filled  with  horror. 

B»t  why  tbea  is  it  not  reftftcd  ?  Where ' 
is  the  Miftiftcr  of  Juftice  ?  Why  is  not  the 
commander  of  the  national  guards  ordered 
ta  n»rcb.with  an  armed  force  to,  the  pTifoos  ? 
Why  are  thofe  murderers  allowed  to  cohti- 
nue  with  as  little  internip^oa  froqi  the 
fpe^torsi  a^  the  iegal  executioner  who 
performs  his  office  on  a  criminal  condemned 
ill  the  rnoft  regular  manner  ? 

A  proj^igiou^  flaughter  has  alfo  been 
made  of  the  prifoners  confined  in  the  Hote) 
dQ  la  Force:  one  who  gave  mc;  a  fhock- 
iqg  detail  of  this  in  the  ftreet^  added,  that 
the  people,  however,  had  nuxedjuftice  with 
tl^eir  vengeance,  for  all  the  prifopers  for  ^ 
debt  and  flight  );rimes,  had  either  been  pre- 
vioufly  feparated  from  the  reft,  or  fpared  . 
by  the  people ;  and  none  but  welUcnown,. 
criminals  and  traitors  had  fuffered.     The 
valet  de  place^  who  was  with  me,  and  lif- 
X  4  tened 
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tcncd  to  oui*  convcrfation,  Here  put  in  hit 
word — ^^  Je  vous  I'ai  bien  dit,  Monfieur, 
Ic  pcuple  eft  jufte  *.  At  that  inftant  I  faw 
a  crowd  at  a  diftance ;  I  was  told  that  they  ' 
"were  carrying  the  head  of  the  Princefs 
Lamballe  on  a  pike,  and  were  dragging  her 
body  through  the  ftreets ! 

I  turned  from  this  very  Ihocking  fight, 
and  Went  diredly  to  call  on  M.  Fran^ais, 
one  of  the  deputies  of  the  National  Aflem- 
bly,  with  whom  I  am  acquainted.  I  found 
him  greatly  concerned  on  account  of  the 
inhuman  and  difgraceful  fcenes  that  were 
a&ing.  I  told  him  we  had  already  obtain- 
ed paflports  from  the  feftion  des  quatres 
nations;  but  I  underftood  that  ftill  we  were 
in  danger  of  being  ftopt  at  the  barrier,  f 
informed  him  alfo,  that  I  had  written  to  M. 
Ic  Brun,  the  miniftcr,  on  the  fubjeft,  but 
wlflied  M.  Frangais  to  fpeak  to  him  for  an 

*  I  told  you,  Sir,  that  the  people  arc  always  juft# 

order, 
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order>  vrlilch  might  preclude  any  obftade 
we  might  otherwife  meet  with  at  the  barrier 
or  the  towns  through  which  we  were  to 
pafs.  M.  Fran9ais  promifed  to  fpeak  to  the 
minifter  accordingly. 

In  the  evening  I  converfed  with  feveral 
who  were  at  the  Hotel  de  la  Force  when 
Madame  de  Lamballe  was  murdered.  This 
unfortunate  lady  was  in  bed  when  Ihe  was 
fammoned  to  appear  before  a  kind  of  tribu- 
nal within  the  court  of  the  prifon,  which 
they  fay  was  conftituted  by  the  people  to 
try  the  prifoners. 

The  perfon  who  carried  her  the  meflage, 
however,  told  her  that  it  was  intended  to 
remove  her  to  the  Abbaye.  She  faid,  fincc 
Ihe  mull  be  kept  in  prifon,  flic  was  as  well 
pleafed  with  that  flie  was  in,  as  another  ; 
and  being  a  little  indifpofed,  wiflied  to  re- 
main in  bed. 

She  was  then  told  that  flic  muft  get  up 
dif  edly,  to  appear  before  the  tribunal. .  She 

begged 
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begg^  of  tfepfc  whp  buougfe*  Mfk  fcc«ri 
nHlK^iyb  whe  wei«  two  mfin  iajth^  miifprtsi 
of  th$  9^cmal  giiar^e,  to'  i^dre  till  O^e  w^s 
€brcfie4,  aiul  fl^  would  ajicend  t^eip.  They 
did  fo— and  within  ^  fe.w  ny^ntes.  f^e  was 
by  tl^m  cggadudlied  be£[>ne  tbpie  greteoded 
judges;  it  is  fai4  they  wilhed;  todnw  from 
ho:  fome  matter  of  accufation^  agaioft  the 
Queen*  In  this  they  were  diikppoiijtedj  but 
as  there  was  no  poiitive  charge  agai)^  heri* 
felf,  ihe  was  ordered  to  be  rempved^  as  is 
aflerted  by  fome^  without  any  intention,  o» 
the  part  of  thefe  judges,  that  Ibe  fhould  be. 
murdered:  what  is  certaji>,  is,  tb?Lt  if  they 
did  not  aftually  give  the  (ignal  of  death, 
they  took  no  meafure  to  fave  her;  for,  as  flie 
^raa  conduced  out  of  the  prifon,  ftagger- 
IJ15  with  horror  at  the  fight  of  tbc  vi^tiijw 
wVich  had  b^en.  facrifi<?ed,  £he  wa^  ftruck 
on  the  head  by  the  bludgeon  of  onf  aflaffin, 
and  her  head  fepar^ted  from  her  body  by  the 
fabre  of  another.  The  body  then  was  drag- 
ged. 
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ged,  by  totoe  of  the  wretches  n/?ho  fiock^ 

^ounij,  into  an  acjjoioing  court,  where  after 

a  feries  of  ix^ignhies,  of  a  nature  not  |d 

be    related^    it  was  trailed  by    the   mob 

through  the  fireets.   The. head,  being  fixed 

on  a  pike,  was  carried  to  the  Temple,  for  l^tc 

eicprefs  purpofe  of  fhocking  the  Royal  Fa- 

niily,  and  the  Queen  in  particular,  with,  a 

fight  fo  dreadfully  agonizing — A  new  didi« 

onary  is  needed  to  furnifli  words  e^cpref&vc 

of  fuch  unheard-of  wickednefe! 

But  this  lail  was  a  refinement  which  can« 
not  belong  to  the  impetuous  barbarity  of  a  , 
mob  ;  it  mull  have  been  fuggefted  by  thofe 
who  have  ftudied  cnielty  as  a  fcience,  and 
^re  acquainted  with  the  moft  acute  fources 
of  anguilh. 

Thofe  who  had  the  guard  of  the  Royal 
Family,  were  at  firft  afraid  of  violence  being 
intended  againfl  them.  The  commiflariet 
from  the  municipalUy  met  the  multitude, 
harangued  and  tried  every  means  to  prevent 

their 
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xhciT  entering  the  court  of  the  Tentplc-*^ 
pointing  to  the  national  ribbon  of  three  cO- 
,  lours,  which  was  draw*n  acFofs  the  gate; 
they  faid  it  was  hoped  that  patriots,  fuch 
as  they,  would  refpedk  that  patriotic  bar- 
rier. 

They  read  to  them  the  following  infcfip- 
tion,  which  it  bore  : 

Citoyens,  vous  qui  a  une  jufte  vengeance 
favez  allier  Tamour  de  Torde,  refpedez 
cette  barriere.  Elle  eft  neceflaire  a  notre 
furveillance  et  a  notre  refponfabilite*. 

The  diredions  under  which  thofe  wretches 
afted,  did  not  extend  to  the  murder  of  the 
Royal  Family,  otherwife  it  is  not  probable 
they  would  have  been  reftrained  either  by 
the  patriotic  ribbon,  or  their  love  of  order. 

One  of  them  fa5d,  that  no  violence  was 
iiitended  againft  the  prifoners  in  thcTemple, 

*  Citl^ns,  you  who  to  a  juft  vengciincc  join  a  love  , 
of  orderj  refpe£l  this  barrier.     It  is  ncccflaary  for  our 
juftification. 

but 

I 
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but  iafiftcd  t^t  a  few  fhould  be  admittei^ 
itAo  the  court,  to  mak«  a  proceflion  vvith[ 
the  head  before  their  windows,  that  thofc  . 
Who  had  coufpired  to  betray  the  country, 
might  behold  the  fetal  termination  of  their 
plots** 

The  officers  yielded  to  this  inhuman  pro^ 
pofal — two  of  them  even  went  and  adver** 
tifed  the  Royal  Family.  The  head  was  car-j 
ried  around  the  court,  and  immediately  hc^ 
fore  the  Queen  s  window. 

I  underftand  fhe  inftantly  fainted,  and- 
that  the  Princefs  Elizabeth  is  alfo  extremely 
ill 

The  friendfhip  which  fubfifted  between 
her  Majefty  and  the  Princefs  de  Lamballe 
was  well  known :  this  very  friendlhip  had 
prompted  that  unfortunate  T.dy^  after  fhe 
herfelf  was  in  fafety,  to  return  to  France, 
and  to  the  Queen,  whofe  difagreeabje  fitua- 
tion  required  the  confolation  of  a  friend's 
company.  This  generous  friendfhip  feems 
.  "     g  to 
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to  have  been  the  fole  caiife  of  Madame  de 
LambaHe's  murdd- ;  for  Madame  de  Tour« 
lellc,  her  daughter,  and  other  ladies  yfho 
were  in  the  Hotel  de  la  Force,  were  fpared. 
Tbedegree  of  rancour  which  thofe  wretches 
difplay  againft  the  Queen,  is  as  violent  as 
it  is  unaccountable*  After  murdering  her 
friend,  merely  becaufe  (he  was  her  friend^ 
they  are  not  fatisfied  with  letting  her  know 
that  the  afflifting  event  had  taken  place, 
but  muft  alfo  wring  her  heart  with  the  moft 
cruel  of  all  fpeftacles ! 

From  the  Temple,  Madame  de  Lamballe's 
head  was  carried  to  the  Palais  Royal,  fo  as 
to  be  recognized  by  thofe  within.  I  have 
Cnce  converfed  with  fome  perfons  who 
were  there  at  the  time. 

Although  the  Princefs  Lamballe  was  a 
near  connexion  of  the  proprietor  of  this 
palace,  I  do  not  underftand  that  the  fhock 
which  the  light  occafioned  endangers  his 
health* 

The 
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carried  to  the-  Bketre,  where  tiwM  lant  m 
great  number  of  wretcke'd  people  icon^ed^ 
they  prepared  to  make  T^fiftanee ;  stml  i 
underftand  that  'f(^eral  pieces  of  datinofi 
.are  to  fee  carried  tlicre  to  -make  fore  of 
flihightering  them  with  fafety  to  the  aflaiSns. 
The  accounts  are  To  various  and  comradb- 
tory,  that  nothing  with  regard  to  the  num- 
ber killed^  and  many  other  particidarsy  can 
be  depended  upon*  I  (hall  endeavour  to  be 
informed  hereafter  in  many  eircomftances^ 
of  whidh  I  have  but  vague  and  uncertain 
notions  at  prefent. 

Scenes  have  been  aded  fmce  the  begin- 
ning of  the  French  revolution,  particularly 
on  the  loth  of  Auguft,  and  thofe  dill  more 
horrid  now  performiilg,  which  are  of  a  na« 
ture  to  make  the  warmeft  lover  of  liberty 
refledl  very  long,  and  weigh  every  circum- 
ftance,  befiM^e  he  engages  in  a  fcheme  of  over** 
fetting  <»r altering  the  eftabliibed  government 

of 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


(    sao    ) 
of  any  cimntry  wliere  lav  apd^cH^ier  have  a 
cQiiliderable^thoUgh.an  iAperfeA^  influence* 

This  refledioQ'  docs  not  »pply  to  thofe 

happy  poUtical  conilitutions  which  include 

xvithin  them  the  fafe,  regular^^nd  legal 

m^uia  of  redrefling  foch  abufes  and  incoh-- 

.verjicniees  as  au  alteration  of  <:irqumftaiK:e8 

.Ittuft  produce  in  the  very  beft  fy  flj^n.  of  go- 

-vernment.    The  gneai  advatxtage  of;  a  cpn- 

iUtutton,  thua^  admirably  contrived,  is,  that 

it  poflefles  fuch  falutary  means  of  redrefs. 

Thofc  remedicg,  however,  are  not  to  be  rap- 

.  plied  wantonly^  or  when  there  iar  no  occaficin 

for  any  remedy — but  if  wc  aro  told  they 

.  are  never  to  be  applied  at  all^  then  I  confefs 

I  can  fee  nothing  very  admirable  in  having 

fuch  refourccs  as  part  of  the  conftitutipn— 

-the  machine  of  government  would  have 

been  more  iimple  by  leaving  them  cut* 

When  the  means  propofed  is  mfurreSlmy 
the  cafe  is  different  and  independent  of  perr 
ibnal  confiderations ;  every  benevolent  man 

will 
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%ill  deliberate  with  much  attention  before 
he  adopts  meafures  which  involves  the 
happinefs  and  mifery  of  thoufands  of  his 
countrymen. 

In  fuch  an  abominable  fyftem  of  pppref- 
l\on  aS  the.  French  laboured  under  before 
the  revolution,  where  one  large  caft  of  men 
were  exempted  from  taxation,  and,  without 
being  themlelves  free,  praftifed  various 
methods  of  opprefling  their  more  enflaved 
fellow-fubj  efts-— where  another  clafs  pof- 
fefled  a  prodigious  proportion  of  the  whole 
lands  of  the  country,  fo  unfairly  divided 
that,  in  general,  thofe  who  feldom  performed 
any  fiindion  of  their  profeffion,  were  re- 
warded with  an  exorbitant  fliare,  while 
thofe  who  diligently  executed  all  its  duties 
were  in  a  ftate  of  abjeft  poverty— where  the 
will  of  one  man  could  control  the  courle  of 
law,  and  his  mandate  tear  any  citizen  from 
the  arms  of  his  family,  and  throw  him  iato 
a  dungeon  for  years^  6r  ftnr  l^e. 

VOL.  1.  ,       V  In 
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In  a  country  where  fuch  a  fyftem  of  go^ 
vernment  prevails,  infurredion,  being  the 
fole  means  of  redrefs,  is  notsOaly  jutifiable^ 
but  it  is  the  duty  of  every  lover  of  man- 
kind arid  of  his  country^  as  foon  as  any  occa- 
lidb  prefents  itfelf  which  promifes  fuccefs* 

The  neceffity  of  a  total  change  of  go- 
vernment in  France  will  be  acknowledged; 
and  the  revolution  that  was  begun  in  the 
year  1789,  will  be  approved  of  by  many 
who  will  condemn  the  tranfadions  of  the 
20th  of  Junc^and  the  loth  of  Auguft  laft^ 
as  unjuft  and  inexpedient. 

To  pour  a  mob  into  the  King's  palace^ 
en  purpofe  to  terrify  him  from  exercifing  a 
negative  which  the  conftitution  had  given 
him,  and  left  entirely  to  his  own  difcretion^ 
was.  afluredly  moft  unjuftifiable ;  and  ta 
flaughter  his  .guards,  fulpcnd  his  authority^ 
and  imprifon  him  and  his  whole  family,  be- 
€aufe  the  guards  oppdfed  a  fccond  irruption 
1^  the  mob  into  the  palace>  I  fancy  will  hardly 
-S^  be 
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be  apprdved  by  any  impattial  man,  or  jufti- 
fied  by  dl  the  treachery  which  the  papers 
fouiid  in  hi*  cabinet  on  the  loth  of  Auguft 
will  difcldfe. 

Louis  XVL  was  never  confidefed  as  an 
tinprineipled  man,  or  a  man  of  inordinate 
ambition.  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  he 
<vas  fatisfied  with  the  conftitution,  and,  as 
he  is  a  man  of  piety,  would  never  have 
thought  of  breaking  his  oaths  by  under- 
mining it. 

But  thofe  men,  whoever  they  are,  who 
inftigated  the  maflacres,  have  fixed  inde- 
lible ftains  on  their  country,  and  in  all 
probability  have  involved  it  in  lafting  dif- 
6rder  and  mifery. 

tthe  means  they  have  employed  to  ftrike 
terror,  to  attain  power,  and  by  which  they 
expe(3:  to  keep  it,  is  the  populace  j  but  thij 
is  an  engine  which  often  turns  againft  thofe 
who  undertake  to  direft  it,  and  which  nei- 
ther they  no3f  any  others  can  always  con-\ 
Y  2  troul. 
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tf  oiil.  As  well  may  they  fay  to  the  ocean  ia 
a  ftorm^  Thus  far  fhalt  thou  go,  and  no  far- 
ther.— And  fhould  thefe  bloody  inftigator» 
go  no  farther,  gracious  Heaven!  what 
dreadful  lengths  ha.ve  they  not  already  gone? 
what  advantage  in  point  of  government  catt 
France  expedt,  what  revolution  is  not 
dearly  bought  at  the  expence  of  the  na-i 
tional  ftain,  of  the  unprecedented  horrors 
of  lad  night,  and  this  infamous  third  of 
Septertxber  ? 

CSiantilly,  Sept.  4* 
We  were  informed  this  morning,  that 
the  barriers  were  ftill  fhut,  and  nobody 
allowed  to  leave  Paris:  hbwever,  having 
received  a  letter  from  M.  Le  Brun,  beHdes 
the  pafTports  from  our  fedlion,  we  refblved 
to  attempt  it.  Two  perfons  belonging  to 
our  fedion,  one  of  them  in  the  national 
uniform,  accompanied  us.  We  were  al- 
lowed  to  pafs  without  difficulty,  though  our 

priTports 
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paflports  were  examined  at  different  places 
before  we  arrived  here. 

Our  intention  was  to  have  proceeded 
this  day  to  Clermont ;  biit  being  informed 
that  a  large  body  of  Bretons,  who  arc 
marching  to  join  the  armies  on  the  fron* 
tiers,  are  to  pafT  this  night  at  Clermont, 
we  thkfk  it  expedient  to  remain  where  we 
are. 

A  party  of  national  guards,  detached  by 
orders  of  the  commune  de  Paris,  have  been 
here;  they  only  left  Chantilly  this  morning : 
they  carried  with  them,  in  waggons,  a  vafl: 
quantity  of  fluff  proper  for  foldiers  tents 
which  was  at  this  place.  A  party  which 
was  here  fome  time  ago,  but  fince  the 
loth  of  Auguft,  carried  away  all  the  horfes 
of  every  kind  which  remained  in  the  flables, 
alfo  a  flatue  of  Louis  XIV.  which  was 
within  the  caflle.  They  alfo  overfet  and 
broke  in  pieces  the  fine  figures  which  orna-» 
mente4  the  front  of  the  magnificent  flables: 
Y5  they 
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they  treated  in  th^  fame  manner  {he  pqacCz 
trian  ftatue  of  Henry  Mpntmorency,  Con- 
ftable  pf  Frar^ce  it\  the  time  of  Henry  IV. 
The  materials  of  thofe^  being  n^etal,  were 
carried  by  the  fame  p^rty  in  waggons  to 
Paris.  They  had  the  brutality,  bpfore 
they  fet  out,  to  knoclf  off  thp  head  of 
the  beautiful  pedeftriau  ftatue  of  the  Great 
Conde,  which  ftood  in  the  grand  ftair-c^fe 
pf  the  caftle.  It  is  pjrpbablc  that  thoi^  pa- 
triots were  not  enough  verfed  in/thehiftpry 
of  their  country  to  know  that  he  had  at  one^ 
period  of  his  l^fe  carried  arms  againft  his 
King,  ptherwife  their  hatred  of  th^  original, 
us  a  Bourbon,  being  qualified  by  their  Vene- 
ration for  him  as  arebcl,  might  have  favcd  the 
head  pf  the  ftatue. — Had  their  hiftorical 
knowledge  extended  a  little  farther  back^ 
they  nf^ight  have  had  more  fympathy  fpr  thei 
old  conftabl^  alfo ;  for  it  is  certain  that  he 
was  fo  very  illiterate  that  he  could  not 
read — Brantome  fays,  that  he  always  figned 

with 
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vfiik  a  mark;  and  Heory  IV.  ufed  to  lay; 
."  Ayec  moa  Coi>o6table .  (|ai  ne  fait  pfaa 
liref,  et  mon  Chancelier  qui  rie  fait  pas  Ic 
latin,  il  n'efl:  rien  que  je  n'entreprcaae  avcc 
focca*'^  • 

It  is  impoffiblc  to  pafe  the  mutilated 
ftafae  of  Conde  without  a  fentiitient  of  in- 
dignation againft  men  who  could  manifeft 
their  rage  in  this  defpicable  manner  againft 
one  of  the  moft  diftinguilhed  characters 
their  country  ever  produced. 

The  fuperior  genius  of  Conde  appeared 
in  irregular  flafties  in  his  early  youth,  Ihone 
in  full  luftre  in  the  fields  of  war  during  his 
maturer  years,  and  threw  a  long  beam^  of 
milder  light  on  his  old  age.  When  retired 
from  the  buftle  of  the  world,  he  cultivated 
the  converfation  of  men  of  letters,  and,  by 

•  *  With  my  Conftable  who  cannot  read,  and  my  Chan- 
cellor who  docs  not  underftand  Latin,  there  k  nothing 
which  I  do  not  undertake; with  fuccef;J. 

Y4  his 
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his  own  taftc,  affiftcd  by  that  of  the  firft 
aitifts,  he  rendered  Ch^antilly  at  once  the 
moft  magnificent  and  moil  delightful  place 
inJFrance.  -         . 

The  following  verfes  were  infcribed  be- 
neath the  ftatue  of  Cond6 : 

Quem  modb  pallebant,  fugitivis  fiu£tibus  amneSy 
Tcrribilem  bello,  nunc  do£la  otia  princcps 
Pacts  amanSj  Ixtos  dat  hortis  ludere  fontes. 

I  faid  to  the  man  who  fhewcd  us  the 
apartments  of  the  caftle,  that  I  had  never 
feen  Chantilly  dans  un  fi  trifle  6tat*.  Auffi, 
Monfieur,  anfwered  he  with  a  fi^h,  n'a-t-ij 
jamais  et^  fi  triftjef^ 

Although  an  Englifhman  has  lately  efta- 
hltflicd  an  inn  near  this,  we  have  flopped 
and  fhall  fleep  at  the  French  one,  cjofe  by 
the  caftle :  the  people  here  being  moflly 
old  fervants  of  the  Prince,  melancholy  is 
evidently  marked  on  all  their  faces — oh 
hinting  at  the  fad  fcenes  which  have  taken 

♦  In  fo  fad  a  ftatc. 

f  Neither  was  it  ever  fo  fad. 

place 
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place  at  Paris,  they  throw  up  their  eyes,    ,. 
ihake  their  heads,  and  hold  their  tpngues« 

Whether  thofe  dreadful  fcenes  are  to  be 
imputed  to  the  bhndfury  of  a  multitude 
driven  to  madnefs  by  an  accumulation  of 
alarming  circumftances,  or  !»  a  few  merce- 
nary aftors  hired  to  ferve  the  vengeful  t» 
ambitious  views  of  fome  invifible  agents,  I 
cannot  yet  determine :  it  is  certainly  diffi- 
cult to  imagine  how  fix  or  feven  hundred 
thoufand  people  fhould  permit  two  or  three 
hundred  aflaffins  to  commit  fuch  ads  of  atro- 
city  before  their  eyes,  unlefs  they  approved: 
of  what  they  faw — ^Why  did  not  the  Na- 
tional Aflcmbly,  inftead  of  fending  deputa- 
tions of  fix  or  eight  of  their  number,  go  in 
a  body  to  proted  the  prifoners? — they  never  > 
can  do  a  more  important  duty,  nor  one  in 
which  the  honour  of  their  country  is  more 
concerned,  Thofe  who  refpeded  the  na- 
tionaF  ribbon,  would  aflfuredry  have  refped^ed 
Che  N^itional  Affembly;  or  if  the  aflaffinf 

had 
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l)ad  been  otherwife  difpofed,  finjce  they 
wjjre  but  two  or  three  hundred,  the  Aflefnblj 
would  have  overpowered  them. 

Thi«  proves  that  the  Aflembly  thought 
Aat  it  was  not  a  handful  of  nifiians,  but  a 
kirge  body  of  the  people  who  were  engaged 
ia  this  horrid  work:^-but  even  in  jthat  pic^ 
it  may  be  afked,  why  did  they  not  fenid  for 
SanterrCj  the  commander  of  the  national 
guards,  and  order  him  to  march  with  all  the 
men  under  his  coqimand  to  the  prote^tioa 
of  the  prifons  ? 

I  was  told  this  morning  before  we  left 
Paris,  that  M.  Roland,  the  minifter,  fent 
repeated  meflages  to  Santerre  without  effe^a; 
how  he  will  account  for  this  I  know  not. 
As  for  a  great  number  of  the  members  of 
the  Aflembly,  they  were  certainly  under 
the  influence  of  terror ;  Briffot,  one  of  their 
own  body,  had  been  accufed,  aijd  his  pai- 
pers  examined ;  many  might  be  cpnfcious 
that,  in  the  fame  circumftan?es,  they  would 

riot 
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not  haTc  hee^  ;^ble  to  clparthemf^ycs  fQ 
COffjpietely  f^s  he  4idt  for  Briflbt  iias.  long 
^fepi  fhPWght  a  republican,  and  I  fai^y  on 
gopci  grounds-r^liis  writings  breat|ied  that 
§)irit  long  before  the  io|h  of  Ai^gwHi— 7 
pjnflpt'^  apcufer  was  np  l^fs  a  man  thai^ 
Roberfpxerre;  and  the  crime  of  which  b^  w^ 
accufcd  yvras  that  pf  being  bought  by  the 
Duke  of  Brunfwiclf,  The  accufatipfi  waa 
fupppf  ted  by  merp  aiTertion  and  declama-f 
tion,  which  I  am  told  are  the  ufual  proofs 
in  which  Roberfpierre  deals;  but  he  expe^e4 
'  that  Briflpt  would  have  been  aflaffinated— 
in  which  cafe  proofs  were  fuperfluous. 
Since  a  republican  like  Briflbt  was  expoied 
»to  fuch  danger,  it  was  natural  for  others, 
particularly  all  who  voted  on  the  7th  of 
Auguft  in  favour  pf  La  Fayette,  to  be  un- 
der upprehenfions,  which  probably  pre- 
tented  their  exerting  themfelves  with  all^ 
the  vigour  they  wifhojj  in  defence  of  the 

prifoners. 
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prifoners.  With  regard  to  the  citizens  of 
Paris,  I  certainly  obferved  nothing  like  i 
difpofition  in  them  to  deftroy  the  prifoners; 
On  the  contrary,  wherever  I  went,  I  foun^ 
people  lamenting  their  fate — but  at  the  fame 
time  alarmed  with  the  accounts  from  the 
frontiers,  with  the  firing  of  the  cannon  and 
founding  the  tocfin,  and,  above  all,  terrified 
at  dories  of  confpiracies,  and  at  the  fight  of 
the  band  of  affaflins,  who,  fDllowed  by  (orm 
of  the  loweft  rabble,  went  from  prifon  to 
prifon. 

.  There  is  the  ftrOageft  reafon  to  believe, 
that  the  National  Affembly  have  not  deli* 
berated   in  perfedl   fecurity  -  and   freedom 

4 

fmce  the  loth  of  Auguft,  and  that  .the  una- 
nimity which  has  appeared  on  fome  import- 
ant occafions  fince  is  produced  by  fear 
more  than  convi(5lion^ 

I  niyfelf  am  a  witnefs,  that  the  fame  men 
who  were  diametrically  oppofite  in  fenti* 
ments  on  the  7th,  8th,  and  9th  of  Auguft, 

Teemed 
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feemed  of  the  fame  way  of  thinking  fo# 
fome  time  after  the  loth. 

i  Although  the  Court  certainly  had  a  ma-*! 
jority  of  the  Affembly  with  them  on  my  ' 
firft  arrival,  ye;:Jtven  then  the  majority  was 
cxpofed  to  thenideft  infults  from  the  pepplf 
for  declarfilg  their  fentiments.  On  t]ie  8tby 
when  M.  Vaublanc,  after  a  very  excellent 
fpeech,  propofed  the  previous  queiHon  to 
the  decree  of  accufation  againft  M,  La 
Fayette,  he  was  hooted  and  exclaimdi. 
againft  by  the  audience  in  the  gallery,  and, 
as  has  been  mentioned,  narrowly  cfcaped 
aflaffination  whien  he  returned  from  the 
Affembly  homew 

However  determined  and  fearlefs  foma 
individuals  among  them  were,  the  gene- 
rality cannot  be  fuppofcd  tp  hwe  delivered 
or  fpokcn  their  fentinients  v^ith  fireet^om 
afterwards,  efpecially  as  their  own  col- 
leagues, who  formed  the  minority,  feemed 
6  very 
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tefy  wtil  plcafed  i#lien  they  itere  thus  ki* 
fultcd. 

It  is  hefwefv6r  werthy  of  being  remarked^ 
diat  notwithftaadiDg  the  ill  humour  and 
fedhious  expreffions   of  a  few  members^ 
yety  on  the  raotning  of  the  loth^  vfhtn  th« 
King  and  Royal  Family  came  to  the  Af« 
fembly,  they  were  received  in  a  refpe6ful 
manner;  at  that  time  it  was  not  known 
how  the  contcft  expe<a:ed  at  the  -TuilericSl 
tiras  to  terminate ;  and  if^  by  any  extraor^^ 
dinary  accident^  it  had  ddded'  in  favour  of 
thofe  who  defended  the  pailace>  then  the 
re(pe6t  for  the- King  would  have  been  eon* 
tinned,  and  probably  inqreafed.    What  h 
Sioft  certain  is,  that  as  foon  as  it  was  known 
that  the  Swifs  fkd,  then  all  appearance  of 
Jrefped  for.  the  Royal  Family  ceafed,  and 
the  whole  Affembly  y^^/w^^  to  rejoice  at  the 
vidory,  7- The   oath  of  egalitd   was   no 
foonerpropofed^than  all  the  members  ftart- 
ed  up  as  if  they  had  been  moved  by  one 

\     -  fpring, 
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fpring,  andfobk  it.— No  German  reginienf, 
however  fcverely  exercifed  by  the  cane,  how- 
ever expert  in  military  jerk,couId  have  madca 
more  inftantaneous  and  uniforili  movement. 
The  fufpenfion  of  the  King's  authority 
was  decreed  with-  more  deliberation,    but 
equal  unanimity ;  yet  not  till  after  it  was 
known  that  the  Swifs  and  all  the  defenderV 
of  the  caftle  were  maflacred  or  fled.     The  - 
populace,  of  themfelves,  or,  what  is*  more 
probable,  by  the  diredion  of  thofe  who, 
i^ithout  appearing,  have  direded  the  prin- 
cipal movements  of  the  revolt,  began,  on 
the  nth  of  Auguft,  tp  overfet  and  break 
in  pieces  the  ftatues  of  thcMjCings  which 
adorned  the  public  places  of  Paris;  and  thefiy 
but  not  before,  the  National  Aflegibly  4c- 
creed  that  thofe  ftatues  and  every  fymbol  of 
royalty  fhould  be  deftroyed. 

Every  tranfadion  and  decree  of  the  .Na- 
tional  AfTembly,    I   ftrongly   fufped,   has 
been  in  fome  meafurc  inSueuced  by  that 
K._J  general 
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general  council  which  was  deded  by  t!itf 
fe<ak)ns  on  the  night  of  the  9th  of  Auguft 
while  the  tocfin  was  founding,  a  deputation 
from  which,  immediately  after  the  adtion 
of  the  loth,  appeared  at  the  har ;  declared 
that  they  confidered  themfelves  as  account- 
able to  the  Primary  Aflemblies  of  the 
French  nation  only;  bullied  the  National 
Affembly  into  whatever  they  propofed,  and 
have  by  their  agents  kept  it  under  terror 
ever  (ince*  This  council,  of  their  own  au*- 
thority,  ordered  the  barriers  to  be  fhut, 
ifTued  mandates  for  arrefting  a  prodi- 
giqus   number  of  citizens,  and  filled   the 

-  prifons  with  thofe  vidims  who  begun  to 
be  facrificed  on  the  2d  of  this  month*,  and 
of  whom,  how  painful  the  thought !  the 
(laughter  perhaps  ftill  continues. 

The  popular  Roberfpierre,  who  was  a 

,  member  of  the  conftituent  affembly,  and  it 
is  thought  will  be  one  of  the  very  fir  ft 
ck<^d  for  the  Convention,  belongs  alfo  to 

this 
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this  geheral  council  of  the  commune  de 
Paris. 

As  he  has  been  confidered  as  the  leading 
member  of  the  Jacobin  fociety,  and  is  dif- 
tinguiflied  by  his  great  popularity,  it  fur- 
prifed  many  ivhen  he  offered  to  become  a 
member  of  the  commune  de  Paris,  and  it 
imprefled  an  idea  that  this  body  intended 
to  aflume  the  exercife  of  more  important 
fundions  than  even 

But  he  was  not  heard  of  dn  the  lotti  of 
Auguft,.  not  did  he  prefent  himfelf  to  this 
Confeil-general  de  commune   till  two  or 
three  days  after — for  although  he  is  a  pa- 
triot of  the  firft  e.minence,^  and  a  mod  un- 
daunted hatanguer  and  difputant  in  popu- 
lar affemblies,  yet  he  is  thought  rather  to 
be  inclined  to  (hun  fuch   contcfts  as  that 
which  was  carried  on  iri  the  fquare  of  tlie 
Caroufel  on  the  loth  of  Auguft. 

In  perfon  R&berfpietre  is  certainly  nbt 
toLrf  u  %  art 
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aa  Ajax^  although  he  is  thought '  ta  agree 
with  that  hero  in  one  fentiment, 

Turius  eft  fiflis  igitur  contendere  verbis^ 
Quam  pugnare  manu. 

Few  men  however  can  look  fiarcer  than 
Roberfpierre;  in  countenance  he  has  a  flxik* 
ing  refemWance  to  a  cat«4iger. 

Marat  is  likewife  a  very  aflave  member 
of  the  general  council  of  the  cpramune* — 
This  Marat  is  faid  to  love  carnage  like  a 
vulture,  and  t6  delight  in  human  facrifices 
Ukc  Moloch,  God  of  the  Ammonites* 

Amiensj  Sept  ^, 
Wc  left  Chantilly  early  this  morning, 
and  breakfafted  at  Clermont.  The  Bretons 
whom  we  heard  of  were  ftill  at  that  place; 
about  four  thoufand  men  from  the  province 
of  Brittany  have  paffed  through  Ckarment 
within  this  week,  they  march  in  detach* 

'  ment6« 
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ments.  The  party  we  faw  confifted  of  6qo, 
and  are  to  leave  Clermont  to-morrow. — * 
They  are  ftout  young  men,  in  high  fpiritSf 
zealous  for  the  fervice,  but  without  atms^ 
and  undifciplined.  To  think  of  oppoling 
thofe  raw  youths  to  the  veteran  ttoops  of 
Auftria  or  Pruffia,  is  fending  them  to  cer- 
tain flaughter — they  themfelves,  however^ 
have  no  ideas  of  that  nature,  and  are  only 
impatient  for  their  arms,  and  to  fee  the 
enemy.  The  gaiety  of  thofe  thoughtlefs 
young  men  made  me  melancholy;  I  could 
not  help  confidering  them  as  viftims  doomed 
to  inevitable  deftrudion.— Before  we  left 
Clermont,  however,  I  heard  fomething 
which  tended  to  abate  the  intereft  Ttook 
ip  them. 

Yefterday  a  man  who  fells  fi(h  at  Cler- 
mont, had  a  difpute  with  fome  of  the  Bre- 
tons; he  was  imprudent  enough  to  provoke 
them  by  abufive  language,  which  included 
the  whole  detachment:  they  threatened  to 
Z  2  put 
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put  the  man  to  death — for  death  is  the  only 
punifhment  in  the  penal  code  of  a  French 
mob  for  all  fort  of  offences — an  Engliih 
mob  feldom  go  beyond  ducking.  They 
were  proceeding  to  execute  the  fentence 
already  pronounced :  one  of  the  magiftrates 
ftept  in  crying,  **  Arretez,  Meflieurs,s'il  vous 
plait — que  diable  on  ne  tue  pas  un  hommc" 
corame  9a  !*"  He  promifed  that  the  Bretons 
fhould  have  juilice  done  them,  and  they 
confented  that  the  man  who  had  infulted 
them  fliould  be  carried  to  the  toWn-guard, 
till  the  offence  fliould  ,be  legally  examined 
and  redrefled.  The  officer  of  the  guard, 
either  through  negligence  or  defign,  aljowed 
the  prifoner  to  efcape.  The  Bretons  were 
fo  enraged  at  this  that  they  threatened  the 
life  of  the  ofEcer,  who  immediately  ab- 
fconded.  Not  being  able  to  wreak  their 
vengeance    on   him,   they  talked   of  fet- 

*  Stop,  gentlemen,  if  you  pleafe — you  do  not  ttinic 
«f  killing  a  man  in  this  manner! 

ting 
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•ting  fire  to  the  town,  if  either- the  prifoner 
or  the  officer  of  the  town-guard  was  not ' 
found  and  punifhed.  Twenty  men  were 
detached  on  horfeback^  by  the  magiftrates, 
all  over  the  country  in  fearch  of  the  fifh- 
monger — he  was  found  at  ten  leagues  dis- 
tance from  Clermont,  and  brought  back 
prifoner;  his  guard  imagining,  that,  at  the 
utmpftj,  he  would  be  obliged  to  pay  a  fmall 
fine,  and  make  an  apology  to  thofe  be  had 
offended  :  a  party  of  the  Bretons  forced  the 
guard  as  they  entered  Clermont,  and  cut 
off  the  head  of  the  prifoner. 

Having  fome  converfation,as  we  paflTed  on 
our  way  to  Paris,  with  a  citizen  of  Clermont, 
and  meeting  the  fame  perfon  flanding  be-  . 
fore  the  inn  this  day,  I  renewed  my  acquaint- 
ance with  him,  and  he  gave  me  the  forego* 
ing  account.  Several  other  citizens  flood  by 
while  he  made  the  recapitulation  —  C'eft 
afffeux  !  faid  one — C'eft  horrible !  faid  ano- 
ther— C'eft  fans  contre  dit  un  homme  de 
Z  3  moins ! 
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moins!*  faid  a  third,  taking  a  pinch  of 
fnufK 

The  whole  tranfaftion,  however,  is  very 
fliocking ! 

How  is  it  to  be  accounted  for?  Had  the 
fame  thing  happened  at  Paris,  it  would  have 
been  faid,  the  Parifians  have  been  accuf* 
tomed  to  fcenes  of  blood,  and  are  become 
fanguinary. — But  here  is  a  wanton  murder, 
committed  by  a  fet  of  peafants  who  inhabit 
the  country  at  a  diftance  from  the  wicked* 
nefs  of  large  cities.  Power,  unlimited 
,  power,  is  fufficient  to  per\^ert  the  beft  dif» 
pofition— Thefe  peafants  perceive,  that  they 
are  under  little  or  no  controul ;  that  the 
inhabitants  of  the  villages,  through  which 
they  pafs,  fear  them,  and  that  tliey  can 
give  vent  to  thdr  paffions  with  impunity. 

^  ♦  It  is  frightful !  faid  onc~It  is  (hocking!  fai4  ano^ 
tlicr-^It  it  undoubtedly  one  jn^^n  left  in  the  world* 
faid  a  third,  &c» 

u 
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In  Jhort,  they  are  in  pofleffion  of  power> 
and  therefore,  like  others  in  the  fame  fitua- 
tion,  they  indulge  every  incitement  of  ca- 
price or  paflion,  which  in  other  circum-* 
ftances  they  would  have  fupprefled.     No 
man  who  wiflies  to  continue  virtuous,  would 
accept  of  the  p6wer  of  injuring  his  neigh- 
bours with  impunity,  were  it  offered  him. 
No  government,  which  values  the  general 
happinefs,  will  permit  the  leaft  privilege  of 
^  this  kind  in  any  of  its  claffes,    "The  time 
lias  been  in  France,  when  a  Prince  of  the 
Bloody  or  any  m^n  of  high  rank,  could  have 
run   a  fifherman   through   the   body    for 
abufive  language,  with  as  much  impunity 
as  thofe  Bretons  will  meet  with  for  the 
murder  of  this  poor  man  of  Clermont.   But 
if  power  were  to  continue  in  the  hands  of 
peafants,  things  would  be  worfe  than  ever; 
and,  notwithftanding  all  the  injufticeand 
oppreflion  of  the  old  government,  France 
would  be  a  lofer  by  the  revolution. 

Z  4  Amicn*^, . 
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AmicnSf  Tept  6^ 
We  remained  this  day  at  Amiens :  I 
walked  to  the  cathedral,  which  is  a  buildr 
ing  of  great  antiquity,  and  is  equal  in 
inagnificence  to  ajiy  in  France.  At  a  large 
table,  immediately  before  the  pulpit,  fever^l 
officers  of  the  municipality  fat,  and  were  emr 
ployed  in  enrolling  volunteers  for  the  fron?- 
tiers — a  man  went  up  to.  the  pulpit,  and 
read  aloud  a  lift  of  the  names  of  thpfe  perr 
fons  who  had  fent  patriotic  gifts  for  th^ 
equipment  of  the  volunteers ;  annexed  to 
the  .name  was  the  fum^  each  gave,  Notwith- 
{landing  .all  the  genuine  public  fpirit  that 
prevails.^t  prefent  in  France,  this  manner  of 
proclaiming  every  donation,  no  doubt,  is 
neceflary  to  awake  the  liberality  of  many. 
A  young  man  of  a  very  prepoffeffing  ap- 
pearance afcended  the  pulpit  when  the  other 
came  down.  In  a  diftiniS  voice,  and  with 
a  modeft  air,  he  fpoke  tq  the  follpwing 
^ffed-~"  I  am  que  of  a.  company,  ready  to 
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m^rch  againft  the  enemies  of  our  country; 
after  clothing  and  arming  ourfeh^s  at  our 
own  expence,  we  alfo  offer  a  fmall  pittance 
in  money  towards  defraying  that  of  the 
public ;  all  we  can  afford  is  a  trifle ;  nothing 
but  our  lives,  which  we  devote  to  the  fer- 
vice ,  of  our  country,  will  be  confidered  of 
mor€  importance, — When  I  fpeak  of  facri- 
iicing  our  own  lives,  1  am  inftrufied  by  my 
companions  to  declare,  that  we  expcdi  to 
be  able  to  facrifice  the  lives  of  thofe  flaves 
1?vho,  without  any  animofity  to  us,  are 
obliged  by  their  tyrants  to  march  againft 
France,  becaufe  its  inhabitants  are  refolved 
to  be  free.  Many  of  us  have  parents  and 
relations  who  depend  for  their  maintenance 
on  our  induftry,  we  recommend  them  to  the 
humanity  and  gratitude  of  our  fellow- 
citizens/' 

He  defcended  amidfl:  the  applaufe  of  the 
audience ;  and,  I  muft  acknowledge,  that  I 
Jiave  heard  in  other  qountries,  as  well  as  in 

France, 
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France,  many  difcourfes   from  the  pulpit 
kfs  intcrefting  than  this. 

Amidft  the  diforders  *  and  fad  ewnts 
which  hare  taken  place  in  this  country 
of  )ate»  it  is  impoflible  not  to  admire  the 
generous  fpirit  which  glows  all  over  the 
nation  in  fupport  of  its  independency.  Be- 
fore I  left  Paris,  I  heard  of  a  lady  who  had 
offered  to  the  National  AflTembly,  to  take 
twelve  poor  children,  whofe  parents  died  in 
defence  of  their  country,  and  to  be  at  the 
wjfole  expei>ce  of  educating  and  fupporting 
them  to  the  age  of  fifteen !  I  have  heard  of 
.many  fimilar  inftances !  No  country  ever 
difplayed  a  nobler  or  more  patriotic  enthu- 
fiafm  than  pervudes  France  at  this  period, 
and  which  glows  with  iocreafing  ardour 
fince  the  publication  of  the  Duke  of  Brunf* 
wick  s  manifefto,  and  the  entrance  of  the 
Pruffians  into  the  country.— None  but  thofe 
whotfe  minds  are  obfcurcd  by  prejudice,  or 
perverted  by  felfiibn^fs,  will  rcfufc  this  juf- 
8    .  ticc 
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ki^  to  the  general  fpirit  <iifplayed  by  tli« 
French  in  defence  of  their  national  inde-* 
pendence^  A  deteftation  of  the  cxcefle$ 
committed  at  Paris,  .and  againft  the  favage  . 
demagogues,  who  facrifice  the  honour  and 
jtranquillity  of  their  country  to  ambitioa 
and  revenge,  not  only  is  compatible  with 
an  admiration  of  this  fpirit ;  but  it  is  fuch 
well*formed  minds  alone  as  poiTefs  fuificient 
candour  and  fenfibiiity  to  admife  the  one, 
vdio  can  have  a  due  horror  of  the  othen 

What  have  thofe  citizens,  fio'cking  from 
every  province  of  this  extenfive  kingdom, 
fpontaneoufly  undergoing  all  the  fatigues, 
and  expofing  th^m&lves  to  all  the  dangers 
of  war,  in  defence  o£  their  country;  what 
have  fuch  citizens  in  common  with  aflaffins? 
Or  thofe  others,  whofe  fcx^  or  age,  or  infir^ 
mities  confine  them  at  home,  but  who  lavifh 
their  fortunes  in  the  fame  generous  cauf^ — 
,  what  have  they  in  common  with  perfecUf 
tors,  vil§  informors,  and  falfe  accufcrs?  Sur 

perior 
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perior  to  political  and  national  prejudices,  a 
generous  Englifliman  will  difcriminate  with 
candour-^ he  will  envy  freedom  to  no  na- 
tion; he  will  praife  that  public  fpirit  in  ano- 
ther people  whiclrwarms  his  own  brcaft,  and 
which  he  admires  in  his  own  countrymen; 
he  will'  not  rejoice  in  the  calamities  of 
France,  and  wiih  fo  many  millions  of  his 
fellow-creatures  to  be  again  forced  under 
the  yoke  of  defpotifm,  merely  becaufe  France 
fias  formerly  been  at  war  with  Great 
Britain^ 

But  France  may  be  at  war  with  Great 
Britain  again. 

If  that  fhould  happen,  France  will  then 
be  the  enemy  of  Great  Britain,  and  ei^ry 
true  Britifh  fubjedt  will  be  the  enemy  of 
France,  and  do  all  in  his  fphere  to  fubdue 
and  bring  her  to  reafon. 

But,  in  the  mean  time,  fliould  a  band 
of  wicked  men  acquire  undue  influence 
with  the  people  of  France  by  zealous  pre-? 

tenfions 
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tefifions  to  patriotifm,  or  (hould  the  expeft- 
ed  National  Aflembly  itfelf,  through  folly, 
ambition,  or  barbarity,  or  by  a  combination 
of  all  the  three,  blaft  the  hopes  oF  a  free 
conftitution,  and  ruin  the  happinefs  of  their 
country,  ftill  the  caufe  for  which  the  revo- 
lution was  undertaken  remains  the  beft 
in  which  men  can  engage;  the  folly, 
ambition,  and  barbarity  of  individuals, 
may  confign  their  own  names  to  the  exe- 
cration of  mankind,  but  cannot  diminifh 
the  intrinfic  value  of  freedom. 

It  is,  however,  when  the  caufe  of  liberty 
is  in  danger  of  being  dilhonoured  by  fome 
who  pretend  to  be  its  fupporters,  that  thofe 
who  have  a  juft  fenfe  of  the  blefiings  it 
confers  will  avow  their  fentiments,  and 
refufe  to  join  the  undifcerning  herd,  who 
turn  that  indignation,  which  is  due  to  the 
wretches  who  difgrace  the  caufe  of  freedom, 
againft  freedom  itfelf.  It  is  at  fuch  times 
that  their  avowed  attachment  is  of  moft 

import- 
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ifliportancc,  bccaufe  it  h  then  only  that,  in' 
a  free  country,  the  interefted  votaries  of 
power  dare  to  preach  their  flavilh  dodirincs. 
There  was  no  need  to  inculcate  the  value 
of  liberty  when  the  tyranny  of  Louis  XIV. 
was  dragooning  his  fubjefts  out  of  their 
country,  or  fhutting  them  up  in  dungeons, 
or  chaining  them  to  oars:  the  example  of 
fuch  atrocious  deeds  rendered  precept  fuper- 
fiuous.  But  when  fhocking  criniesare  per-^ 
petrated  under  the  banners  of  liberty,  by  the 
tools  of  defpotifm,  it  is  then  necefiary  to 
vindicate  the  purity  of  the  one  from  the 
guilt  of  the  other* 

Before  I  left  Paris,  I  heard  a  perfon  who 
was  filled  with  indignation  at  the  recital  of 
the  horrors  then  committing,  cry,  **  D — n 
liberty,  I  abhor  its  very  name  I" — The  in- 
dignation was  juft;  but  furely  it  was  ill 
directed. 

If  h,e  had  been  hearing  a  recital  of  the  cru- 
elties which  have  been  cxercifcd  on  various 

occafions 
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occafions  under  the  pretext  of  zeal  for  the 
Chrillian  religion,  whofe  eflence  is  mercy 
and  good- will  to  man,  he  might  with  equal 
juftice  and  difcernment  have  faid,  *'  D — n 
the  Chriftian  religion,  I  abhor  its  very 
name  !'* 

No  difpaffionate  man  will  deny  that 
liberty  in  the  abftradt  is  good;  yet  it  becomes 
a  bleffing  in  fociety  only  as  reftrained  by 
juft  laws,  and  combined  with  government: 
men  of  the  beft  charadlers,  who  are  equally 
the  friends  of  liberty,  will  differ  with  regard 
to  the  mode  of  this  combination. 

From  the  efFefts  it  has  hitherto  produced^ 
*  few  will  admire  that  which  has  exifted  in 
France  fmce  the  i  oth  of  Au'guft ;  but  what- 
ever horror  we  may  feel  at  the  crimes  of 
ambitious,  unprincipled  individuals,  the  can- 
did will  approve  of  the  national  fpirit  of  the 
people  in  defence  of  their  national  indepen- 
dency; anithe  benevolent  will  wifli  that  it 

may 
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may  be  rewarded  with  the  bleffingof  afrce 
and  well  regulated  government. 

With  refpe£t  to  'thofe  with  whom  fep- 
timents  of  general  benevolence  have  little 
efFefl:,  it  may  be  ufeful  to  remind  them, 
that  the  profperity  of  England,  as  a  com- 
mercial country,  fufFers  by  the  mifery  of 
France* 

Flcxcourt,  Sept.  7. 
.    We  intended  to  have  left  Amiens  early 
this  morning,  and  ordered  poll  horfes  ac- 
corduigly — the  poftmafter  detained  us  by 
pretending  he  had  no  pcftiilion:  \ve  after- 
wards found   that  be  had  furnifhed  horfea 
and  poftillions  to  other^^,  and  detained  us 
under  frivolous  and   falfe  pretexts.     The 
only  reafon  I  could  imagine  for  this  prefe-^ 
rence  was,  that  inftead  of  going  to  ik6  poft- 
houfe  We  had  driven  to  another  inn.     tJn- 
derftanding  that  there  were  two  commit- 

feriedi 
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fanes  ft6m  th6  National  AffemWy  at  Amietl*; 
wc  made  a  complaint  to  them  of  the  poft- 
mafter: — they  dire^ly  ordered  a  corporal 
and  four  of  the  national  guards  to  bring  the 
poftmafier  before  them.  They  told  him 
k  Was  his  diity^to  have  poftillions  ready  for 
the  ufe  of  travellers :  they  acqufed  him  of 
ferving  others  who  came  after  we  had  or- 
dered horfes^  and  faid,  it  was  his  duty  to 
he  impartial ;  but  if  favour  was  to  be  (hewn 
it  ought  to  be  to  ftrangers,  and  particularly 
to  the  Englifh,  a  people  for  whom  they 
had  a  great  efteem,  and  whom  they  oonfi- 
dered  as  their  friends.  Without  liftening  to 
the  man's  explanations,  they  threatened  to 
fend  him  to  prifon  if  he  did  not  provide  us 
with  horfes  and  poftillions  directly.  After 
abufing  and  threatening  the  man  a  great 
deal,  one  of  the  commiffioners  faid,  Eh^ 
bien  Tami,  you  will  provide  the  gentlemen 
with  what  they  want,  will  you  not  ?  The 
poftmafter  faid  he  would  do  his  bcft ;  on 
¥OLii  1.  A  a  which. 
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which,  by  an  inftantaneous^ti^r^on  fre^ 
erery  appeacance  ofac^er,  affuming  a  ccg:^^ 
ciliatory  couptenance  and  accent^  he  Gilp^A 
tjioibler  full  of  Burgundy  to  the  poftmafter, 
4nd  defired  him  to  drink  a  la  nation,  aii(| 
difiniffed  him. — ^We  had  the  poftiUioM  ^nd 
holies  a  few  minutes  after. 

■  I  went  laft  night  to  the  playhoufe  at 
Amiens.- — The  hoiife  is  commodious,  the 
play  was  well  aded,  and  the  audience  nu- 
merous ;  they  feemed  highly  pleafed  with 
their  entertainment — I  am  ailonifhed  at 
the  mirth  and  gaiety  which  the  Frendi  dil^ 
play  at  all  public  places,  in  the  prefent  ftate 
of  the  country :  had  I  come  into  Amiens 
without  any  previous  knowledge  rf  the 
drcumftances  in  which  France  at  prefent 
is,  I  fhould  not  have  had  the  lead  fui{H« 
cion,  from  the  s^pearance  of  the  inhabitants 
in  the  ftreet,  and  (till  lefs  at  public  places, 
that  they  were  threatened  with  any  danger 
or  calamity. 

Aljltde 
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A  tittle  before  we  liefft  Aixueos^  accounts^ 
were  received  that  the  inhabitants  of  a  vil- 
hage  within  a  few  leagues  of  that  town  were 
in  a  flfate  of  infurredion. — Three  hundred 
and  fifty  of  the  natioiial  gjlards,  and  two 
hundred  dragoons,  were  ordered  by  the 
commiflioners  to  march  againft  the  villagers^ 
who  it  was  underftood  were  prepared  for 
refiftance.  The  troops  were  drawn  up  and 
ready  to  march  when  we  left  Amiens.  I 
had  fome  converfation  with  one  of  the  offi- 
cers: I  remarked,  that  they  were  going  on  a 
difagrceable  fcrvicc — ^he  anfwered,  that  its 
being  difagreeable  did  not  proceed  from  the 
danger,  becaufe  he  was  convinced  the  pea- 
sants would  fubmit  as  foon  as  the  troops 
appeared— -but  he  was  fure  that  it  would 
be  more  agreeable  to  the  whole  party  to  be 
ient  againft  the  Pruffians^ 

It  was  fo  late  in  the  afternoon  before  we 

left  Amiens,  that  we  fhall  pafs  the  night  at 

-this  place :  we  were  a  good  deal  retarded 

A  a  2  on 
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on  the  road  by  a  coach  with  {onthpi^g^ 
which  we  overtook,  but  wei:e  not.aHowcd 
to  pafs.  By  the  ordinance  refpeftii&g.poft-: 
xng,  cabriolets  or  chaifcs  with  three  horfeft 
each,  cannot  pafs  a  coach  with  four :  ^his 
appears  an  abfurd  regulation ;  on  my  {peak- 
ing of  iX  at  the  inn  here,  the  landlord  faid, 
that  it  was  ordained  under  a  fevere  penalty, 
and  therefore  ftridly  adhered  to,  unlcf* 
thofe  in  the  coach  defired  it  to  be  difpenfed 
with*  On  this  a  genteel-looking  elderly 
man  caitie  up,  and  aiTured  me  that  he  did 
not  know  of  our  being  retarded  by  hig 
carriage,  otherwife  he  fhould  certainly  have 
defired  his  poftillion  to  let  ui  pafs. 

This  gentleman  remains  all  night  A 
■Flexcourt  alfo;  I  had  fome  converfation 
with  him  apart — ^he  fpoke  with  great  horror 
of  what  lately  happened  at  Paris — and  ex- 
prefled  furprife  that  ftranger^,  efpecially 
Englifhmen,  could  bear  to  be  in  France  at 
prefent.     Yours  is  a  happy  country,  added 

he  J 
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he ;  you  enjoy  freedom  without  inarchy* 
I  faid,  that  I  hoped  that  his  country  would 
attain  the  fame  bleffing,  and  that  the  trou- 
bles of  France  were  near  an  end.     There  is 
more  reafon  to  fear,  refumed  he  with  ear- 
neftnefs,  that  they  are  but  beginning. — The 
people  are  mifledj  they  have  been  taught 
dangerous  maxims,  which  it  will  be  very 
diflSicult   to  induce   them  to  relinquifh. — 
Every  thing  is  puflied  to  excefs,  fo  that 
the   remedy  of  certain  evils  has   become 
worfe  than  the  evil  itfelf.     The  people  of 
France  were    tyrannized   over,  to  remedy 
which  they  are  now  made  tyrants,     I  my- 
felf,  continued  he,  heard  fome  members  of 
the  National  Aflembly  reafon  with  a  fet  of  the 
populace,  to  perfuade  them  not  to  perfift  in 
an  outrage  again  fl:  which  there  was  a  decree 
of  the  Aflembly,  and  to  prove  to  them  that 
they  ought  to  obey  the  didates  of  the  fu- 
preme  court  of  the  nation.     What  do  you 
think  was  the  anfwer  of  one  of  the  crowd 
Aaj  tQ 
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to  this  remonftrance  ?  **  The  National  At* 
fcmbly  ought  rather  to  obey  our  didates, 
fince  they  are  only  the  reprefentatives  of  the 
people,  whereas  we  are  the  people  ourfelyes.*' 
This  fhews,  added  the  gentleman,  in  what 
a  dreadful  ftate  we  are: — ^a  fet  of  villwns 
xniflead  the  people,  and,  by  the  means  of  the 
people,  domineer  over  the  National  Affem- 
biy;  this  will  be  the  ruin  of  France,  con- 
tinued he,  and  not  the  army  of  Brunfwick, 
I  mentioned  the  Bretons  and  other  troops 
I  had  feen  going  to  reinforce  their  army,  and 
hinted  that  their  want  of  difcipline  would 
give  the    enemy  a  great  advantage   over 
them.    "  Many  of  my  countrymen  will  be 
dcftroyed  undoubtedly/'  anfwered  he,  "  but 
others  will  prefs  on  in  their  place ;  courage 
and  impetuofity  will  overpower  difcipline, 
and,  believe  me,  France  has  nothing  to  fear 
from  foreign  enemies,  but  every  thing  from 
internal  difcord  and  villany.     This  idea  I 
find  univcrfal  among  the  French:  thofe 

who 
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i^ho  zp^ove  of  tihie  revolution^  *exped  that 
France  will  foon  enjoy  more  power  and  pro- 
fperity  than  ever ;  thofe  who  difapprove  6f 
it,  lament  the  diforder  under  which  their 
country  fuffers,  but  ftill  think  the  foreign 
armies  will  be  baffled^'* 

Abbeville,  Sept,  8. 

I  wa8  informed  by  the  landlord  of  the 
inn  at  Flexcourt^  that  the  gentleman  with 
whom  I  converfed  laft  night  had  fct  out  very 
early  this  morning.  The  bufinefs  of  this 
inn  is  carried  on  by  the  landlady  and  her  two 
daughters,  the  landlord  being  a  goffiping 
fat  man,  who  does  nothing ;  and  is  harmlefs 
in  all  refpefts,  except  that  he  is  eternally  in 
the  way,  and  teafes  the  guefts  a  good  deal 
with  his  converfation. 

After  he  had  told  me  that  the  gentleman 

was  gone,  that  he  lived  at  fome  leagues  dif- 

tance,  that  he  had  known  him  long,  and  that 

he  was  a  very  good  kind  of  man,  he  drew 

Aa4  .me 
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tat  a  little  afide,  and  added,  ^^  C'eft  un 
fier  ^iflocrate;  mais  je  me  fuis  fait  ua 
principe  de  ne  le  dire  a  qui  que  ce  foit  au 
monde^  parceque  cela  pouvoit  lui  occafioner 
quelque  malheur — et  vraimentc'eft  un  digne 
bomme,  et  mon  ami  de  tout  temps^J*'  I  was 
going  away,  but  he  beld  me  a  little  by  the 
fleeve,  and  added,  "  Surtout,  n*en  dites  rien 
a  ma  femme,  parce  qu'ellc  eft  une  demo- 
crate  enragee^  et  quUl  lui  eft  impoffible  de 
garder  un  fecret+Z* 

No,  no,  faid  I. 

Oh  jamais !''  continued  the  landlord, 

fi  elle  le  f9avoit  une  fois,  elle  ne  pourroit 
s'empecher  de  le  dire  au  premier  paflantlj;.'* 

♦  He  is  a  great  ariftocrate  •,  but  I  make  it  a  rule 
never  to  mention  this  to  any  body,  as  it  might  bring 
him  to  trouble,  for  he  is  a  worthy  man,  an4  has  s^wsijs 
been  4  good  friend  to  me. 

f  Above  all,  fay  nothing  of  this  to  my  wife,  becaufc 
(he  is  a  violent  democrate,  and,  befides,  never  could 
keep  a  fecret. 

•^  Nev^r — ^If  (he  knew  it,  flie  would  tell  it  to  the  firft 
(Iranger  who  arrives. 

On 
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On  arriving  at  the  gates  of  this  town,  we 
were  conduced  to  the  town-houfe  by  one 
of  the  national  guards.  Some  of  the  ma- 
giftrates  were  there,  who,  having  examined 
our  pafljports,  behaved  with  great  civility^ 
and  aiked  many  queftions  regarding  the 
ftate  of  affairs  at  Paris.  The  eledion  for 
the  Conventional  Affembly  is  carrying  on 
at  prefent  in  this  town.  A  great  many  of 
the  eledors  live  at  the  inn  in  which  we  are-; 
df  thirteen  members  to  be  chofen  here,  fix 
are  already  elefted.  One  of  the  eledot* 
told  me,  that  they  once  had  thoughts  off 
eleding  Mr.  T|i)om^  Paine  as  one  of  th^*/ 
deputies  of  this  department }  but  they  ha^ 
dropped  that  idea  on  hearing  that  he  was 
already  eleflied  for  the  departments  of  the 
Pa3  de  Calais,  and  that  of  TOife* 

Abbeville,  Sept  9, 
As  the  eleftions  are  carrying  on,  we  re- 
main here.    I  went  yefterday  and  to*  day  t& 
the  church,  where  the  elediori  is  made  by 

ballot* 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


>alIot.    Oae,  deputy  was  chofen  yefterday, 

and  another  this  morning  very  early.     One 

.of  the  eledors,  who  accompanied  me  from 

the  inn,  told  me,  that  a  confiderable  num« 

ber  had  loft  their  votes  by  coming  too  kte, 

by  which  means  a  man  who  was  par  hat 

im  cidtivateur  was.  ele&ed  that  very  day. 

This  profeffion  of  a  farmer  is  becoming 

more  refpedable  every  day  in  France;  aqd 

if  they  ever  (hould  enjoy  a  well-eftabliihisd 

free  government,  the  nation  will  be  full  of 

yeoms^nry.     I  afted  of  my  informer  what 

kind  of  man  this  cultivateur  was  ?  He  an* 

fwered,  that  he  was  a  very  worthy  maa, 

-  with  plain  found  fenfe,  although  his  under- 

ftandihg  had  not  been  fo  much  enlightened 

by  learning  as  that  of  his  opponent,  who 

was  a  lawyer  i  but,  added  he,  **  Pent  ^tre  il 

n'y  a  rien  a  regreter,  car  Tint^grite  vaut 

bien  la  litterature  pour  un  legiflateur  *•" 

*  Perhaps  there  is  no  reafori  to  be  ferry  for  this, 
.boc^ufe  integrity  is.  full  as  valuable  as  learning  in  a 
Legiflator. 

•  Thi» 
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THis  town  makes  rathier  a  gayer  appear* 
ance  than  lifual :  the  dedion  of  depitties 
£or  the  Gonrentional  Aiiembly  hag  attrafi^ed 
a  great  number  of  ftrangers.     I  hardly  re- 
member to  have  feen  the  ftreets  of  any  pro- 
vincial town  of  France  fo  much  crowded^ 
except  on  fome  feftival  day,  as  thofe  of 
Abbeville  are  at  prefent;  nor  did  I  ever  fee 
the  lower  orders  in  any  town  feem  more  at 
their  eafe,  or  in  general  better  dreffed.    Ab- 
beville is  a  manufacturing  town,  and  moft 
of  the  tradefmen  are  able  to  purchafe  the 
national  guai'd  uniform :  the  country  people- 
who  frequent  the  markets  here,  feem  re- 
markably clean   and  healthy*     I  do  not 
know  how  it  happens,  but  the  female  part 
of  the  French  peafantry  drefs  not  only  with 
neatnefs,  but  a  kind  of  elegancd ;  while  the 
drefs  of  the  males  is  the  moft  formal,  clumfy, 
unbecoming  thing  in  the  world:  -^that  wo- 
men fhould  drefs  with  more  tafte  and  fency 
than  men,  is  natural;  but  why  this  flxould  ap- 
pear 
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pear  ia  a  greater  degree  amcmg  one  clafs  of 
oiie  particular  nation,  than  in  others,  I  know 
no  reafon.    This  is  evidently  not  the  cafe 
in  England. 

Vfhat  will  difturb  the  gaiety  of  this  town,^ 
and  fill  the  breafts  of  many  with  fear  an4 
inquietude,  is  the  departure  of  five  hundred 
of  the  inhabitants  for  Chalons,  which  is  to 
happen  to-morrow  :  thefe  form  a  band  of 
finc-lpoking  young  men,  all  well  clothed 
and  well  armed ;  they  have  been  embodied 
for  fome  time,  and  feem  expert  at  the  ufual 
manoeuvres  of  military  exercife  ;— but  the 
chief  quality,  and  that  which  muft  be  moft 
depended  on  in  thofe  who  are  marching 
from  every  part  of  France  againft  the  fo- 
reign enemy,  is  that  adive  enthufiaftic  ar- 
dour with  which  they  are  all  inflamed. 

As  I  was  walking  with  my  fon  this  day, 
on  the  ramparts^  we  overtook  a  perfon, 
with,  whom  I  entered  into  converfation. 
jEie  informed  me  that  he  was  a  proteilants 

that 
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that  he  lived  at  fome  leagues  diftaoce  fipHi 
AbbivUle,  and  was  now.  hexe  in  the  quality 
of  an  eledor.  I  fpoke  to  him  of  the  uni« 
verfal  fpirit;  which  pervaded  the  country, 
and  the  numbers  coming  from  all  corners  ta 
fight  in  its  defence,  which,  I  added^  left 
little  doubt  of  the  enemies  being  ultimately 
repulfed. 

"  If  the  Almighty  (replied  he)  takes  the 
part  of  France,  the  enemy  will  undoubtedly 
be  repulfed  with  lofs  and  difgrace ;  but  if  he 
is  otherwife  inclined,  the  number  and  bra* 
very  of  our  armies  will  be  of  little  avail.  It 
is  not,*'  continued  he,  **  the  PruflSans,  ot 
Auftrians,  or  Ruffians — no — nor  all  the 
combined  powers  of  Europe  that  we  have  to 
fear,  but  the  difpleafure  of  God,  on  account 
of  our  negleft  of  religious  duties -/'—He 
added,  with  a  figh,  **  that  this  negled  had 
arrived  at  a  moft  alarming  height  in  France 
x>f  late/'  There  was  no  denying  the  firft 
claufe  of  his  obfervation,  and  I  had  no  iiv- 
6  clination 
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dbaitbn  to  dispute  t&e  fecond  ;  ixdweta*^  I 
l^dy  that  it  afibi^ed  me  pkafure  to  fiml  that 
iiie  procdlants  ivere  fo  much  better  treated 
now  than  formcriy* — ^  It  is  fortunate  for  us 
proteftants  (he  replied)  that*we  are  not  per<^ 
fecuted  as  we  were  in  former  times;  but 
1^  is  unfortunate  for  all  France,  that,  along 
with  the  fpirit  of  perfecution,  that  of  re* 
U^on  daily  diminifhes." 
^  I  obferved  that,  as  nothing  could  be  more 
oppoiite  to  true  religion  than  a  fpirit  of 
gcrfecution,  the  former,  it  was  to  be  hoped, 
would  return  without  the  latter ;  but,  in  the 
mean  time,  the  proteftants  were  happy  in 
not  only  being  tolerated  in  the  exercife  of 
their  religion,  but  alfo  on  being  rendered 
capable  of  enjoying  every  privilege  and 
advantage  which  the  catholics  themfelves 
enjoy. 

*'  We  are  not  allowed  thofe  advantages 
^refqmed  he)  from  any  regard  they  bear  to 

our 
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im  reliff^Uf  but,£rom  a^  total  iiuUfi^^fice 
forthieir  own*'* 

V  Wl^atever  the  caufe  may  be,  faid  I,,  the 
tSt€t  is  the  fame  with  regard  to  you. 

No,  replied  he,,  the  efie^  might  be  better, 
not  only  with  refpefl:  to  us,  but  to  all  Francej 
for  the  fpirit  of  perfecution  might  have  dif- 
appeared  without  an  indifference  for  allre* 
ligion  coming  in  its  place  ;  and  in  that  cafe 
there  would  have  been  more  probability  of 
the  true  religion  gaining  ground ;  for  it  is 
cafier  to  draw  men  from  an  erroneous  doc-r 
trine  to  a  true  one,  than  to  imprefs  the 
truths  of  religion  on  minds  which  defpife  all 
religion  whatever. 

But  although  you  may  not  be  able  to 
make  them  converts,  I  replied,  ftill  you 
may  live  happy  amoDg  them,  in  the  quiet 
poffeffion  of  your  own  religion,,  and  2^1  your 
other  advantages. 

I  doubt  it  much,  refumed  he ;  being  per? 
fuaded  that,  in  a  country  where  religiose 

fentiments 
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fentiinents  are  efl&ced  from  thetnmdsof  tlie 
bulk  of  the  people^  crimes  of  the  deepeft 
guilt  will  prevail  in  fpiteof  all  the  reftrainta 
of  law. 

It  is  a  pretty  general  opinion,  and  has 
been  much  infifted  on,  and  varioufly  illuf^ 
trated  by  the  philofophers  of  this  century, 
that  religious  zeal  inftlgates  men  to  more 
exorbitant  adts  of  cruelty  and  injuftice  than 
any  other  mdtivfe. 

I  was  reflecting  on  this,  after  parting 
with  my  proteftant  Acquaintance,  "when,  by 
accounts  from  Paris,  I  learned,  that,  on  the 
very  morning  of  the  day  on  which  we  left 
that  city,  above  two  hundred  priefts  who 
refufed  to  take  the  oaths  (pretres  refraclaires), 
and  were  confined  in  the  convent  of  the 
Carmes — it  is  fhocking  to  relate — ^but  I  am 
aflfured  that  there  was  confiderably  above 
two  hundred  of  thofe  poor  men  inhumanely 
maflacred  within  the  walls  of  that  convent. 
M.  Sicard,  the  celebrated  inllrudor  of  the 

deaf 
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deafandxlumby  w&stlie  only  perfbn  fave^l^ 
atidhe/by  the kftive  and  intrepid  efforts  of 
aMrMdtihot. 

Nobody  will  pretend  that  thefe  botrid 
naaffacres  proceeded  from  religious  zeal : 
thofe  poor  priefts  were  the  miniftei-s  of  the 
fame  religion  with  their  aflaffins.  What 
can .  the '  records  of  religious  perfecutioris 
prcfent  more  attocious  ?  Other  motives^ 
then,  can  inftigate  men  to  as  exotbitarit 
ads  of  cruelty  and  injuftice,  as  a^ihiftakeni 
zeal  for  religion  ever  did. 

A  mob  of  fanatics  may  be  Inftlgated  to 
murder  thofe  whomi  they  believe  to  be  the! 
enemies  of  God  and  of  religion,  but  will 
refufe  to  aflaflinate  their  fellow-creatUres  in 
any  other  caufe*  A  toob,  devoid  of  reli-* 
giou^  impreflions^  may  be  inftigated  to 
murder,  in  any  caufe  where  theif  intereft  is 
omcerned,  when  they  think  they  can  do  it 
with  fafety }  and  it  ctannot  be  doubted^  that 
If  religious  fentiments  had  kept  any  hold  of* 

VOL.  I.  B  b  the 
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the  minds  of  the  direfikors  or  executeri  ei 
the  late  maffacrcA  at  Paris^  they  aevcr 
would  have  bcca  cither  the  one  or  Ae 

othci'. 

In  the  present  times,  tjiereforc,  wlicfi  aH 
idea  of  perfecuting  men  on  account  of  a  dif- 
ference of  religion  is  banifhed  from  Europe, 
I  am  pcrfuaded  that  promoting  a  fenfe  of 
rcli^on  in  the  minds  of  the  peopk  at  large, 
wcrald  be  lefe  liable  than  ever  to  be  per* 
vested  into  wicked  purpofes,  juxd^  of  courfe^ 
more  beneficial  to  general  fociety^ 

Boulogne,  Sept.  lo^ 
This  moitaing,  2t  little  before  we  quitted 
Abbeville,  a  very  fingular  incident  occurred 
in  the  ehurch  where  the  deputies  wefc 
cle£ked.  A  lady  of  that  towA  had^  fome 
time  fince,  fent  a  liberal  patriotic  gift  to 
the  National  Aflembly;  (he  was  much 
praifed  for  this  ad,  v^hich  made  a  great 
impreffion  on  one  eleftcr  in  particukr^ 
What  this  gentlemin  moft  admired  in  hti- 
;  7  man 
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Dmitji  naturCi  was  the  art  of  compofwg  verf^Si 
and  the  xjuality  of  genero(it)^  j  .he.  had  a 
liigher  relifh  for  the  firfl  in  himfelf  than  in 
others^  vhettas  the  fecond  delighted  Jijnpi 
more  in  others  than  in  himfelf.  * 

He  comppfed  a  poem  in  praife  of  th^ 
lady  ahove-mentioned,  wherein  he  cnumcj,^ 
rat?d  aU  her  virtues,  and  infif^ed  particularly 
on  that  of  which  flie  had  given  a  recent 
proof.  He  carried  this  compofition  to  th« 
church  during  tTie  election,  and  was  read-% 
ing  it  to  a  circle  of  the  eledors,  when  onpt 
who  did  not  hear  diftlnc^ly,  called  *•  a  la 
tribune/*  The  poet  inftantly  afcended  the 
pulpit,  and  read  his  verfes  with  aftonifhing 
emphafis.  They  pleafed  in  fuch  a  matinee 
that  the  whole  audience  fell  into  repeated 
fits  of  laughter,  and  the  poet  was  delighted 
with  the  fuccefs  of  his  verfes.  At  laft  fome 
one,  who  thought  that  fuph  a  happy  compo* 
fition  fhould  be  enjoyed  in  all  fhapes,  ex- 
clainjed,  **  Ch^ntez  les!''  which,  rcqueft 
B  b  a  bein§ 
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fceiAg  repeited  by  others,  tlhe  auth6r,  aftfit 
a  few  preparatory  hems^,  adapted' th6  Verier 
i:6  a  tunt  of  his  own  immedidte  rtca[\t&ioxx. 
i  can  hardly  imagine  that  any  of  his  coun- 
trymen, on  the  frontiets,  \vill  fhew  liiore  in- 
trepidlty  thala  this  man  difplayed  oil  this, 
occafion. 

■  The  ftate  prifoners,  who  have  been  fb 
long  confined  at  Orleans,  were  ordered  to 
^e  conduded  to  I^aris  J  but  on  the  dreadful 
'(Siforders  which  happened  in  that  city,  it 
'was  thought  Improper  to  carry  them  thither^ 
and  the  Aflembly  ordered  that,  inftead  of 
Paris,  they  fhoiild  be  taken  to  Saumur. 
The  guards  who  had  been  fent  to  plerform 
this  duty,  perfifted  in  executing  the  firft  or- 
der, even  after  they  had  received  the  fecond : 
this  gave  great  uneafmefs  fo  the  friends  of 
the  prifoners;  and,  on  its  being  mentioned 
in  the  Aflembly,  a  third  order  was  ifliied  to 
carry  the  prifoners  to  Saumun  The  guards, 
we  arc  informed,  obeyed  the  orders  of  the 

Aflembly, 
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A9embl)%  by  Ojpt  Jt^king  them  to  Paris,-  but 
difobeycd  them  iti  rcfufiijgto  QOAdu^thefe 
prifonqrs  to  5ffumur;  and,  inft^ad  of  eithqr, 
arc  adiually  carrying  them  tp  Verfailles. 

What  ip  the  meaning  of  this  ?  thofe  troops 
would  not  difobey  the  Aflcmbly  of  thcm- 
felvea— They  tnufi  be  ading  under  the  in- 
fluence of  fome  m^n^  or  body  of  men,  who . 
dp  .not  appear, 

Y^t  while  Paris  i&  fo  little  under  govern- 
ment, that  it  is  thought  unfafe  to  carry  pri-, 
foners  to  it,  ftill  I  hear  of  np  pri^yate  afljifli- 
nations,  no  ftreet  rohberiesr-rall  the  v^la- 
nies  cjf  this  peoplp  feen[i  to  be  committed 
under  fome  pretext  of  a  public  or  patriotic 
nature. ' 

Although  ,the  people  in  genjeral,  both 
thofe  of  Paris  j^nd  thoie  I  have  converted 
with  fince  we  left  it,  lament  the  manner  in, 
which  the  prifoners  were  put  to  death ;  yet 
many  believe  that  they  deferved  to  die,  and 
that  they  would  have  been  equally  executed 
Bbj  bad 
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tacj  tlie  forms  of  law,  and  rules  of  jufticc, 
b^en  pi'evioufljr  ufed. 

If  this  dould  be  proved',  which  certainly 
it  cannot,  it  would  form  no  palliation  of 
the  criminality  of  the  authors  of  the  mat 
facres.  'He  that,  from  private  hatred  or 
men?  wattorinefs,'  ftabs  a  murderer,  who  is 
in  thehandsof  juftice,  and  about  to  be  tried 
for  his  life,  commits  a  murder  j  and  the 
man  wno  is  giiilty  of'fiich  a  violation  of 
law,'  would  offer  in  vain  to  prove  the  guilt 
of  the  perfon'  he  had  ftabbed  j  it  would 
not  be  allowed  iti  hii  defence, 

V^ry  great  pair^s  have  teen  taken^  how- 
ever, to  urge  this  notion  of  the  guik  of  th? 
prifoners  as  a  vindication  of  the  aflaflins ; 
and  alfo,  that  the  aflaflTihs  were  no  other 
than  ?i  promifcuous  trpwd  of  the  citiiens  of 
I^aris, 

This  idea  is  propagate^  in  all  the  journal$ 
printed  at  Paris.  If  the  editors  of  thole 
joi^rnaU  Wer?  fp  lo?Uned^  they  durft  not 
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puUiib  a  contrary  account  of  the  mattor ; 
for  if  thofe  malTacres  were  not  committed 
by  a  furious  multitude,  which  the  eyes  of 
government  cannot  difcriminate,  nor  the 
hands  feize — ^by  whom  wefe  they  com- 
mitted? This  is  a  queftion  which,  I  am 
afluried,  it  would  be  much  more  eafy  than 
it  would  be  fafe  to  anfwer. 

But  What  may  lead  to  confequences  of 
the  mod  extenfive  mifchief,  and  is  as  dif* 
gufting  as  the  maifacres  tfaemfelves,  is  to 
fee  them  juftified  in  puWic  journals,  where 
they  have  been  fpoken  of  fis  a  terrible  hut 
necejfary  example  of  the  juftice  of  the  people, 
♦'  Men  of  cold  phlegmatiq  charaSers;,''  fay 
thofe  gji^etteers,  ^^  aflert  that  the'  fword  of 
law  only  has  a  right  to  ftrik^  at  th$  neck 
of  criminals. — True,'*  add  they,  *'  if  we 
were  not  in  a  ftate  of  war,  if  an  army  of 
foreign  mercenaries  had  not  entered  our 
noijntry,  who  are  in  correfpondence  with 
^  b  4  .     thof^ 
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thofe  prifoners^  to  eaikve  the  ottba,  and: 
murder  its  de£ei^era. 

Ta/Zie^f  one  of  the  commflrarici  fottt  hy 
the  general  council  of  the  coran^ne  de. 
Paris  to  t^ie  National  Aii^bly,  09  thQ 
third  of  September,  to  give  an  account 
of  what  was  pafling,  atid  had  paijjbd,  ixk 
the  prifons  —  fpfaking  to  the  Aflfembly,^ 
ufed  th^  remarkabie  Wordi,  **  Les.  cajn-? 
miflaires  ont.  fait  ce  qu'ila  ont  pu  ipoor 
pmpecber  les  i^rifrri  (the  maflkcxi^gLthjq 
prifoirers  is  what  heca}Isdiforder8)yinais  ils 
n'ont  pu  arreter,  en  quekjtje  forte,  la  ju^ 
vengeance  du  peuple  *.*' 

The  juft  vengeance  of  the  people  !  If  the 
National  Aflembly  had  not  been  overawed; 
would  they  have  liftened  with  patience  to 
^eh  cxpreflions  ? 

?*  The  CcHnmiffarics  did  ^11  they,  could  ta  pr^CYCiu  the 
jjiforders,  but  it  was  not  in  their  power  to  flop,  the  ven- 
geance of  the  people,  which,  in  fome  meafure,  wa% 

JHftt  ■ 

It 
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It  never  cai>  be  juft  in  the  people  to.  cx-l 
ercife  vengeance — ^that  belongs  to  tlie  la^% 
alone. 

The  manifefto-publiflied  by  the  Dulf^e^of 
Brunfwick  has  irritated  the  minds  of  all 
ranks,  and  filled  France  with  one  fentimexu; 
of  indignation.  That  prince  rauft  have 
been  wonderfully  mifinformed  refpefl;ing 
the  ftate  of  people's  minds  in  this  country : 
but,  indeed,  I  queftion  if  there  woujid  havp 
bejen  fo  mu^h  unanimity  among  them^  h^d 
that  manifeftp  not  appeared. 

Let  the  King  of  Pruffiaand  Duke  of 
JBrqnfwick  tyrannife  over  their  own  fubr 
je<a?,  fay  they,  a^nd  cane  their  foldigrs  intp 
fighting  machines,,  finc^  they  can  bear  it : 
but  are  they  to  tell  the  French  nation,  the 
late  alteration  in  yourgoyernment  difpleafcf 
ps — you  muft  re-eftablifh  things  on  the 
old  footing ;  and  when  you  have  done  fo, 
we  will  confider  what  punifhment  is  to  be 
l^nflided  on  thofe  who  propofed  the  altera- 
tions. 
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ticns.     Such  it  the  language  I  hear  vtrj 
frequently. 

Boulognej  .Sept«  ir. 
This  town  is  not  near  fo  populous^  nor, 
in  my  opinion,  fo  agreeable  as  Abbeville. 
The  fituation  of  the  high  town,  however, 
is  advantageous  and  lofty,  and  furrounded 
with  ramparts.  The  emigration  of  the  no-i 
blefle,  who  formerly  lived  here,  tends,  no 
doubt,  to  throw  a  gloom  on  the  place,  which 
I  think  more  remarkable  here  than  in  any 
town  of  France  that  I  recblleft.  This  was 
diflipated  for  fome  tiine  to-day  by  a  mar«» 
rlage : — The  bride'and  bridegroom,  with  a 
number  of  their  friends  of  both  fexes,  in 
their  beft  attire,  walked  in  proceffion  to  the 
church,  accompanied  with  a  band  of  mufic, 
playing  5a  ira  ;  to  which  the  people  at  the 
(hop  doors  and  windows  nodded  iq  time, 
Itnd  fome  joined  with  their  voices. 

This  nation  feems  always  in  unlfon  with 
cheerfulnefs  i  and  if  an  {accidental  glbom 

begin* 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


(  my 

l>cgins  to  dvcrflikddw  them,  thp  flighted  xty 
t)f  gaiety  is  fufficient  to  difj^erfe  it,  and 
enable  them  to  join  in  full  chbfui  with  thtt 
voice  of  joy  i  ' 

A  few  days  before  Vee  left  Paris,  Ihe  ift*.  " 
habitants  were  certainly  not  in  a  dbefeifttl 
mood,  but  tUat  was  owirtg  to  a  concufretiGe 
of  cirCfumftances  of  a  nature  to  have  huttg 
the  blackeft  clpuds  of  melancholy  .over  th« 
minds  of  many  people  for  life.  I  undef* 
ftadd  that  thfeirs  have  brightened  up  in  ^ 
gteat  degree  already,  and  that  the  PrufliAft 
armies,  though  further  advanced  into  France^ ' 
and  nearer  Paris  than  ever,  give  them  ftO 
kind  of  concern;  they  are  now  fully  con^ 
vlnced  that  they  will  be  repulfecl^  or  com* 
pietely  deftroyed.  It  is  fortunate  for  a  na« 
tion,  when  attacked  by  powerful  enemies^ 
to  retain  a  proper  confidence  in  their  owJft 
ftrength  aiid  refources,  becaufe  that  very 
confidence  contributes  to  their  fuccefs ;  but 
\  iHould  have  full  as  much  reliance  on  their 

courage^ 
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courage,  if  it  were  more  modeiUy  expreflfeS  ' 
tl^an  it  fometiiptqs  is  at  the  ba^  of  the  Na- 
tional Aflem^bly. . 

One  detachment  fwear  ths^  (hey  Qevet 
will:  <^it  their  arrti^^  *^  Qu'^prib  avoif  put|;^ 
la  ten e  des  brigands  coiiroDnes  */; 

Another  that  they  will,  in  the  day  of 
brittle,  keep  their  ground,  and  remain  at  their 
ppft,  **  Auffi  iftebranlables  qije  le  Mwit- 
Martre  l>ft  (Jevant  Paris  t»" 

/Another,,  after  dc^claring  an  everfc^fting 
hjitred  to  tyrant?,  adds,  **  Nous  faifops  le 
ferment  des  Spartiates,  de  revfiur  avec  nos 
boucliers,  ou  d'^^re  poytesdeffu?;  nous  news 
feron^  tons  couper  en  morcea^x  plut&t  que 
de.  c^der  a  rennemi  k  champ  di  bataiUe,  et  - 
ncHis  nou8  fervirons  encore  de  nos  dents  pour, 
d^mieres  .armes.    Nqi^  promettona  de  iiap* 

♦  Till  after  they  have  cleared  the  cartU  of  crowned 
robbers, 

f  As  unmbveablc  2^s  Mont-martre  before  Paris. 

porter 
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porter  far  li&s  aifquest^  a  ctiadaa  pour^*!*- 
laiere,  la  longue  thiervelurfrd'ifti  G^rm^tv**^ 
Men  who  {jptsk  fudh  UogtiageV  nmft:.$g)i|: 
very  braycly  urdeed  to'tqual  the  expefbD- 
txdn  which  they  wilh  tb  raife:  for  my  owa 
pact,  I  am  indined  to  bdievet  that  the 
French  will  flieW  a  gifeit  d^lal  of  ccfur^e, 
becaufe  it  belongs  to  th^  ):tatiQtoal  character 
^t  all  timte ;  and  becaufe^  at  this  paittcular 
time,  their  fjnrits  arc  liiobnted  by  the  chef- 
^  of  enthufiafm  Highly  above  the  natural 
ftandard.  From  what  I  have  heard  ^  and 
am  able  to  c^ferve  fmce  I  have  been  in  Ihis 
country,  I  afti  alfo  led  to  believe,  that  the 
Crerman  armies  will  be  difappointed  in  their 
expcdations  of  being  joined  by  the  inha- 

*  We  fwear,  like  the  Lacedaemonians,  either  to  bring 

back  our  bucklers,  or  to  be  carried  back  upon  them ; 

we  will  all  be  cut  in  pieces  fooner  than  yield  the  field 

6f  battle  to  the  enemy ;  we  will  fight  even  with  our 

teeth  if  other  arms  fail;  and  we  proftiife,  that  each  o^ 

us  will  return  with  the  long  hair  of  a  German  as  an 

orn^gient  to  our  helmets. 

bitants, 
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bttiUltft^  or  c^  infurre^^ioos  ia  tlieir  fvroati 
But,  notwithftaQding  that  thefe  ire  my 
bpitlions^  I  codfefe  that  I  do  net  feel  tl\e 
ikme  perfuafioq  that  ieema  to  prevail  aU 
over  France,  that  the  Dake  of  Brunfwi^ 
Will  not  be  able  to  penetrate  to  Parls^  fa 
high  is  my  idea  Of  his  military  ikill/and  of 
the  fuperiority  of  difcifllizied  troops*  The 
«mfidence  of  the  Fxeach  mak^s  theto  ovef- 
look  or  defpiib  thofis  SMtides^  ^d  fQme>' 
times  mantlefts  itfelf  in  4  fiogular  mai|h 

On  the  firft  of  this  month,  in  a  company 
who  wer^  dining  togfether,  the  chancy  of 
the  Duke  of  Brunfwick's  coming  to  Par» 
became  the  fubjeafl;  of  difcdurfe  :Tr-One  ^n- 
tleman  offered  to  bet  confiderable  odds  that 
he  would  not  get  fo  far,  nobody  thought  pro- 
per to  accept  the  bet ;  he  then  offered  ftill 
greater  odds,  and  a  pcrfon  prefent  took  them, 
which  he  had  no  fooher  done,  than  another 
pbferved  to  him,  that  it  was  furprifing  thsrt 

be, 
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ht^  6f  all  vMn^  fhould  have  done  fd^  hwnn^t 
ke  had  oft9Q  afferted,  that  he  thought  i| 
^Uite!  impofiible  for  the  Duke  of  Bruaiwick 
to  force  hk  way  to  Paris  i — I  think  fo  ftUI, 
teplied  the  other  j  but  it  is  very,  pofliMe  k^ 
may  be  brought  here  prifbner^  and  on  thaC 
chance  only^  I  took  the  odds^ 

The  commiiBoiierdir  which  are  (cnt  front 
the  Natiooal  Aflembly  to  every  department 
of  Francei  are  endowed  whh  the  power  of 
breaking  the  municipalities  and  ox'dering:  a ' 
new  fct  of  magiftrates  to  be  clefted  j  alfo 
of  fufpending  the  public  officer^^  dvil  of 
military^  when  there  is  any  reafon  to  (nC^ 
pedl  their  conduct.     Thefe  commiflfari^s 
n^uft  likewife  have  very  great  influence  in 
fpreading  thofe  opkiiont  which  the  ruling 
part  of  the  Aflembly  wifli  to  prevail.  That 
republican  fentiments  are  of  this  numbcr,^ 
fcems  probable  from  many  circumftances  that 
have  lately  occurred^  and  particularly  from 
their  being  avowed  and  even  proclaimed  by 

the 
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tlie  candidates  for  the  enfmng  Nttibnid  A  A 
fembly.   kabaut  de  St.  Etlenne,  who  was  i 
member  of  the  firft  afiemWy,  has  been  lately 
clewed   a  deputy  to    the   convention:  it 
W>uld  apf)c^r  that  fomebody  had  circulated 
a  report  thit  he  was  a  friend  to  a  monarchi- 
cal form  of  government,  and  had  no  aver- 
lion  to  kihg&,  provided  they  Were  honeft 
toett:   this   he   confiders  as  calumnious; 
and  in  his  letter  to  the  aflembly,  ^announcing 
his  elcifHolii  he  prdfefles  a  determined  hatred 
to  royalty  and  kings  without  exception. — 
*^  Ceft  ainfi/'  he  adds,  "qiic  jereponds  aux 
caloninies,  qui  font  le  friiit  de  la  mal veil- 
lance,  aecueillies  par  la  creduiite.  *'* 

From  this  a  pretty  ftrong  prefumptiou  may 
be  formed  of  what  the  complexion  of  the 
national  convention  will  be,  if  ever'it  ftiould 
exift,  for  there  are  people  who  ftill  harbour 

*  This  is  the  anfwer  I  give  to  calumnies,  which 
are  the  fruits  of  malevolence  gathered  by  credu- 
lity. 

doubta 
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doubts  on  that  head — there  are  however  a 
confiderable  number  of  the  deputies  already 
eled:ed,  and,  contrary  to  the  opinion  of 
many,  all  who  are  eleded  have  accepted. 

Boulogne,  Sept.  i2- 
The  council  of  the  commune  de  Paris 
have  the  power  at  prefent  of  fending  com- 
miflaries,  as  well  as  the  National  Affembly; 
and  it  would  feem  that  the  power  of  thofe 
fent  by  the  former  is  as  extenfive  as  that  of 
thofe  delegated  by  the  latter.     A  letter  was 
lately  read  in  the   National  Aifembly  from 
a  commifSoner  fent  by  the  commune  to 
the    army   under    Luckner,    at    Chalons, 
in  which  the  commiflTary,  whofe  name  is 
Billaud  de  Varennes,  complains  of  the  coi:i- 
duft  of  the  municipality,  talks  of  breaking 
them  if  Ke  finds  that  the  majority  do  not 
adopt  the  meafures  which  he  and  his  bro- 
ther commiflaries  think  expedient. — He  alfa 
makes  fome  very  fevere  remarks  on  the  con- 
VOL.  I.  C  c  dua 
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dud  of  General  Luckatf,  and  gives  fucb 
an  account  of  the  negledi  of  many  thing* 
neceflary  for  the  troops,  and  the  confufioa 
and  want  of  fyftem  upon  the  whole,  as 
greatly  increafes  the  chance  of  the  Duke 
of  Brunfwick's  being  able  to  penetrate  to 
Paris. 

One  would  naturally  have  imagined  that 
the  troops  of  the  line  were  more  to  be  de- 
pended on  than  the  new  levies  made  at 
Pads ;  but  this  does  not  feem  to  be  the 
opinion  of  Billaud  de  Varennes,  for  after  •  , 
the  difcouraging  ftatement  of  the  fituation 
of  the  troops  at-  Chalons,  and  hinting  at 
the  fmall  force  which  Durnourier  has  to 
oppofe  to  the  numerous  and  difciplined 
army  under  the  Duke,  he  gives  the  Aflem- 
bly  to  know,  that  what  they  have  moft  to 
rely  on  is  the  Parifian  army — and  concludes 
his  letter  with  thefe  words:  "  Courage,  mes 
chere  conciloyens !  Brunfwick  doit  trembler, 

car 
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tar  ies  Parifiens  font  a  dix  lieues  de  tod 
camp*/* 

Moft  people  (exclufive  of  the  Trench 
themfelves)  will  be  of  opinion,  that  it  ii 
Hot  the  Duke  of  Brunfwick  who  has  th* 
greatefl:  reafon  to  tremble ;  and  that  the 
Parifians  will  a.^  wifely  in  not  approaching 
Jiearer  to  his  camp^ 

Bouldgn^i  Sept.  13. 
The  chardfiter  of  fome  of  the  deputies 
already  chofeii  by  the  department  of  P^ris^ 
does  not  tend  to  convey  high  expectations 
of  the  eilfaing  Convention^  Marat  is 
of  the  number :  he  is  fuppofed  ta  have 
obtained  this  honout  partly  by  his  own 
popularity  ^imong  the  low  clafles,  and  partly 
through  the  influence  of  a  fadtion^  sLt  the 
head  of  which  are  Danlon^  the  minifter  of 

*  Take  courage,  my  felloW-^c'itiiensl  BrUnfvS^ict  ms^y 
tremble,  for  the  Farifians  are  within  ten  leagues  of  his 
€amp« 

G  c  a  juftiee> 
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juftice,  atid  Roberfpierre.  As  the  reputation^ 
of  Marat  was  not  of  pure  white  previous 
to  the  2d  of  September,  and  has  been  con- 
fidered  of  a  fcarlet  hue  fince,  it  was  thought 
neceflary  to  prepare  the  minds  of  the  elec- 
tors, and  endeavour  to  conciliate  them  in  his 
favour,  before  the  day  of  eledion :  for  this 
purpofe  Chabot,  who  was  formerly  a  Fran- 
cifcan  friar,  has  been  fince  a  patriotic  ora- 
tor, and  is  already  chofen  a  deputy  to  the 
Convention,  made  an  oration  in  his  favour 
in  the  fociety  of  Jacobins,  of  which  many  of 
the  ele<flors  are  members.  As  this  difcourfe 
is  certainly  of  a  very  extraordinary  nature, 
and  as  it  difcovers  the  difpofition  both  of 
the  orator  and  the  pcrfon  he  recommends, 
I  fhall  give  the  following  paflage  from  it — 
<^  On  a  reproch^  a  Marat,'*  faid  the  capu- 
chin, "  d'avoir  ete  fanguinaire;  d'avoir,par 
exemple,  contribue  au  maflacre  qui  vicnt 
d^etrc  fait  dans  les  prifons ;  mais  en  eela  il 
etoit  dans  le  fens  de  la  revolution  ;  car  il 

n'etoit 
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n'^toit  pas  naturel,  pendant  que  les  plus 
vaillans  patriotes  s'en  alloient  aux  frontieres, 
de  refter  ici  lexpofe  aux  coups  des  prifon- 
niers  a  qui  Ton  promettoit  des  armes  et 
la  liberte  pour  nous  affafliner.  On  dit 
qu'il  a  6te  fanguinaire  parce  qu'il  a  de- 
mande  plusd'unefois  le  fang  desariilQcrates, 
et  meme  le  fang  des  membres  corrompus 
de  raflemblee  conftituante.  Mais  il  eft 
connu  que  le  plan  des  ariftocrates  a  toujours 
ete  et  eft  encore  de  faire  un  carnage  de  tous 
les  fans-culottes :  or,^  comme  le  nombre  de 
ceux  ci  eft  a  celui  des  ariftocrates  comme 
99  eft  a  un,  il  eft  clair  que  celui  qui  de- 
mande  que  Ton  tue  i  pour  eviter  qu'on  ne 
tue  pas  99,  n'eft  pas  fanguinaire.  II  n'eft 
pas  non  plus  incendiaire/  car  il  a  pro- 
pofe  de  donner  aux  fans-culottes  les  depend 
illes  des  ariftocrates  j  il  ne  pent  done  pa$ 
etre  accufe  d'avoir  voulu  les  incendier*?'' 

Not- 

*  Marat  is  reproached  with  being  of  a  fanguinary 
C  c  3  4ifj?o- 
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Notwithftanding  the  merciful  fplrit  an4 
logical  force  of  reafoning  which  appears  in 
this  precious  morfel  of  eloquence>  it  wa? 
not  thought  fafe  to  truft  entirely  tp  it — 

difpofition :  that  he  contributed,  for  example,  to  the 
late  maflacre&^in  the  prifons  •,  but  in  doing  fo  he  a£ke4 
'in  the  true  fpirit  of  the  revolution,  for  it  was  pot  to  be 
expected  that,  while  our  bravell  patriot^  went  to  the 
frontiers,  we  Ihould  remain  here  expofed  to  the  rage  of  , 
the  prisoners,  who  were  promifed  arms,  and  the  op- 
portunity of  aflaflijiating  us.  We  are  told  that  he  is 
fanguinary,  becaufe  oftener  than  once  he  demanded 
the  blood  of  the  ariftocrates,  and  alfo  that  of  the 
corrupt  members  of  the  conftituent  aflembly.  But  it 
is  well  known,  that  the  plan  of  the  ariftocrates  always 
has  been,  and  ftill  is,  to  make  a  general  carnage  of  the 
fans-culottes.  Now,  as  the  number  of  the  latter  is  tq 
that  of  the;  former  in  the  proportion  of  ninety-nine 
to  one,  it  is  evident  that  he  who  propofes  to  kill  one, 
to  prevent  the  killing  of  ninety-nine,  is  not  a  blood- 
thirfty  man.  Neither  can  he  juftly  be  calkd  an  incen- 
diary, for  he  propofed  to  give  the  fpoils  of  the  ariflo- 
crates  to  the  fans-culottes !  how  then  can  he  be  accufed 
of  wifhjng  to  burn  thcrti  ? 

8  P^obcr-r 
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Roberfplerre  thought  it  neceflary  to  add 
the  weight  of  his  eloquence.  In  a  harangue 
made  by  him  in  the  eledoral  afiembly,  the 
imjiort  of  which  was  to  point  out  the  qua- 
lities of  moH;  importance  in  a  deputy  for  the 
conventional  affembly ;  he  at  length  pointed 
.  out  Marat  and  Le  Gendre  as  two  men  highly 
worthy  of  the  fuffrages  of  the  eledors— - 
They  were  both  chofen  accordingly. — 
Marat's  merit  is  notorious:  what  recom* 
mended  Le  Gendre  to  the  patronage  of 
Roberfpierre  I  know  not,  unlefs  it  be  that 
he  is  by  profeffion  a  butcher, 

Calais,  Sept.  14. 

Before  we  left  Boulogne  this  morning, 
.  we  heard  that  the  ftate  prifoners,  foon  after 
their  arrival  from  Orleans,  were  maflacred 
in  the  ftreets  of  Verfailles  ! — Thefe  repeated 
maflacres  fill  the  mind  with  horror — create  a 
deteftation  of  the  people  who  can  fufFer  fuch 

things,  and  will  injure  the  French  revolu- 
C  c  4  tion 
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tion  more  than  if  the  Duke  of  Brunfwick 
had  beaten  their  armies,  and  were  in  pof^' 
fcffion  of  Paris  itfelf. 

I  abhor  writing  any  more  about  them— 
Wretches ! 

Calaisi  Sept.  ij* 
I  fhould  be  forry  to  fay  any  thing  in  fa- 
vour of  that  defpotifm  which  has  prevailed 
in  far  the  greater  part  of  the  globe,  from 
the  earlieft  period  of  recorded  manners  and 
government — nor  do  I  wifh  to  urge  any 
thing  in  extenuation  of  that  complex  fyftem 
of  flavery  under  which  the  Whole  French 
nation,  though  in  unequal  degrees,  were 
debafed  and  opprefledj  and  leaft  of  all 
would  I  depreciate  the  merit  of  thofe 
who,  from  honeft  indignation  at  injuftice 
and  tyranny,  and  a  generous  defire  of  ob- 
taining equal  laws,  and  a  limited  monarchy, 
united  their  efforts  in  overthrowing  the  old 
arbitrary  fyftem* 

But 
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But  had  thofe  patriots  been  able  to  fore- 
fee  all  the  confecjuences  with  which  their 
well-intended  efforts  have  been  followed^ 
the    wild    and   deftrudlive    notions    with 
which  the  multitude  have  been  infpired  by 
unprincipled  men,  under  the  mafk  of  pa?* 
triotifm,  who,  from  the  bafeft  aqd   moft 
wicked   motives,  diredl  the  blind  fury  of 
the  people  againft  their  beft  friends,  and 
render  them  more  cruel  and  oppreflive  than 
their  greateft  oppreflbrs  ;  and,  finally,  could 
thofe  patriots  have  forefeen  the  barbarous 
maffacres  which  have  difgraced  France  of 
late,  would  it  not  have  puzzled  their  wills^ 
and  made  them  rather  bear  thofe  ills  they  had^ 
than  fly  to  others  that  they  knew  not  of? 
What!  are   men   to  bear  all   the  various 
wanton  indignities  and  oppreffions  of  a  ty- 
rannical government,  rather  than  attempt 
to  overturn  it,  left  a  worfe  thing  fhould  be-  ^ 
fal  them  ? 

No  independent  mind  can  ever  fubfcribe 

to 
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to  fuch  a  dodrine ;  though  there  is  rcafoa 
to  fear,  that  the  horrid  things  which  have 
of  late  been  tranfaded  in  France  will  pro- 
cure it  more  profelytes  than  ever.  But  thpfc 
horrid  tranfadions  W»  not  the  neceflary, 
confequence  of  a  ftrugglc  againft  tyranny — 
they  are  unprecedented  in  the  hiftory  of  the 
.  world ;  they  are  not  the  work  of  the  iovers 
of  freedom,  but  of  the  infernal  agents  of 
fome  cowardly  defpot,  who  dares  not  yet 
rear  his  head. 

But,  terrible  as  the  rilk  of  fuch  fcenes  are, 
let  it  be  remembered,  that  imagination 
can  hardly  paint  any  thing  more  intoler- 
able, tljan  that  difmal,  hopelefs  gloom, 
which  a  defpotic  government  throws  over 
the  minds  of  men  who  have  acquired  a  ve- 
neration for  equity,  for  impartial  laws,  and 
a  juft  idea  of  liberty.  Shut  out  knowledge, 
and  every  fentiment  of  this  kind,  and  men 
will  live  with  occafional  comfort  in  the 
mod  abjed  flavery :  but  fuch  fentiments  and 

ideas 
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ideas  having  once  entered  the  mind  of 
roan,  he  is  wretched  under  defpotifm,  and 
eanriot  tafte  tranquillity  without  rational 
freedom* 

Such  confideratil^s  naturally  lead  the 
mind  to  reflect  on  the  enviable  condition 
of  that  fmall  portion  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Europe  who  live  under  governraeijts  freq 
from  the  evils  which  opprefied  France,  and 
particularly  thofe  who  live  under  a  confti- 
jtution  fo  admirably  poifed  that  it  requires^ 
no  dangerous  renovation,  and  contains 
within  its  fa,bric  the  fafe  means  of  repair 
when  they  are  needed. 

There  was  a  fearch  for  arms  all  over 
Calais  laft  night ;  I  fuppofe  the  fame  has 
taken  place,  or  will  foon,  in  every  town  in 
France:  they  find  it  .very  difficult  to  find 
arms  for  the  immenfe  armies  now  on 
foot. 

Calais,  Sept.  i6. 

When  the   magiftrates  and  citizens  of 

Verdun 
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Verdun  (hewed  a  difpofition  to  capitulate, 
and  deliver  up  the  town  to  the  Pruffians, 
Beaurepaire,  colonel  of  the  regiment  of 
Mayenne  and  Loire,  and  commandant  of 
the^  garrifon  of  VerdWi,  no  fooner  heard 
of  their  intentions,  than  he  haftened  from 
the  ramparts,  where  he  was  encouraging 
the  foldiers,  to  the  town-hall,  where  the 
magiftrateg  were  affembled,  and  ufed  all 
his  influence  to  perfuade  them  to  hold  out : 
♦—but  finding  them  determined  on  a  meafure 
which  he  thought  difgraceful,  he  pulled  a 
piftol  from  his  pocket,  and  (hot  himfelf  in 
the  middle  of  the  council.  The  volunteers 
whom  he  commanded  would  not  allow  his 
body  to  be  buried  at  Verdun,  of  which  the 
Pruffians  were  immediately  to  t^ke  pof- 
fellion,  but  carried  it  to  Saint-Menehould. 

M*  Delaunay  having  heard  of  this,  pro- 
poftd  in  the  National  Affembly,  *that  the 
remains  of  Beaurepaire  fhould  be  brought 
frcm  St.  Menehould,  and  interred  in  the 

French 
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French  Pantheon— 7**  Let  us  treat  his  aflies,^ 
laid  he>  **  as  Rome,  had  (he  preferved  her 
liberty,  would  have  treated  thofe  of  Cato 
and  Marcus  Brutus.  The  road  all  the 
way  from  the  Pantheon  to  St.  Menehould 
is  at  prefent  covered  with  foldiers,  and 
ihining  with  bayonets  and  pikes. 

**  Figure  to  yourfelves,"  added  he,  "  what 
an  impreffion  it  will  make  on  the  mind$ 
of  our  warriors,  when  they  meet  the  fu- 
neral chariot  of  one  who  died  for  liberty ! 
the  fight  will  ekEtrife  their  fouls,  infpire 
them  with  courage,  and  fill  their  hearts 
with  a  defire  of  vengeance." 

However  natural  it  was  for  a  high-fpirited 

officer  to  be  driven  to  defpair  at  a  meafure, 

the  difgrace  of  which,  he  thought,  would 

» 
reach  himfelf,  yet  fuicide  is  fo  contrary  to 

the  fpirit  of  the  Chriftian  religion  that  it 

might  have  been  imagined  the  legiflatiye 

aflembly  of  a  Chriftian  country  (for  th^y 

have  not  yet  decreed  the  abolition  of  Chrif- 

tianity) 
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datiity)  would  have  had  fome  difficulty  ia 
adopting  this  meafure. — ^No  fuch  thing — 
A  Ronian  fenatfe  could  not  hatfe  fhewn  lcfs# 
They  immediately  decreed  that  the  body 
of  Beaurepaire  {hould  be  tranfported  front 
St.  Menehould,  and  interred  in  the  Pantheon 
at  Paris,  with  th€  following  infcription  on 
his  tomb,  "  II  aima  mieux  fe  donner  la 
mort  que  de  capitulcr  avec  les  tyrans*." 

It  was  ordained  at  the  fame  time,  which 
the  moft  fcrupolous  Chriftian  in  the  affcm- 
bly  could  have  no  objedion  to,  that  the 
penfiion  of  Beaurepaire  fhould  be  continued 
to  his  widow  and  fon  during  their  lives. 

The  whole  of  this  irit2i{nrQ  feems  to  be 
approved  by  the  nation ;  thofe  who  may 
be  fuppofed  to  be  offended  at  any  part  of 
it  keep  their  fentiments  concealed,  while 
thofe  who  approve,  proclaim  theirs  in  the 

•  He  chofe  to  put  himfelf  to  death,  rather  thwt 
Capitulate  with  ty rants>  &c«* 

IBO0: 
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moft  oftentatious  manner.  In  one  jaucnal 
I  find  the  following  paragraph — Que  not 
regrets  honorent  le  trepas  de  Beaurepaire-~ 
faifons  tomber  devant  la  juftice  et  la  recon- 
noiflance  ce  prejuge  barbare,  qui  trop  long 
temps  appella  foibleffe  et  fureur  le  devou-* 
ment  coiu-ageux  de  Brutus  et  de  Caton  *. 

In  another  it  is  faid,  "  La  mort  eft  una 
reflburce  qu'il  ne  faut  point  oter  a  la  vertu 
opprimee — En  decretant  que  Beaurepaire 
eft  digne  de  Tapoth^ofe,  T  Aflemblee  Na- 
tionale  a  non  feulcment  acquitte  une  dette 
facree,  mais  elle  a  plus  fait  encore  pour  hs 
progres  de  la  morale  que  tons  les  traites 
de  nos  beaux  efprits  f  ♦" 

If 

*  Let  our  grief  do  honour  to  the  death  of  Beau- 
repaire— let  juftice  and  gratitude  overthrow  that  barba- 
Tous  prejudice,  which  too  long  has  given  the  epithets 
of  weaknefe  or  madnefs  to  the  noble  deaths  of  Brutu* 
and  of  Cato. 

t  Death  is  a  refource  of  which  we  ought  not  deprive 

oppreffed 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


{    40O    ) 

If  this  be  true,  nothing  can  give  a  ftrongcr 
idea  of  the  inefiicacy  of  the  writings  of  the 
beaux  efprits  towards  the  progrefs  of  mo- 
rality* 

I  am  greatly  deceived,  however^  if  fuicide 
is  not  the  effe<5l  oi  feeling  rather  than  rea-- 
foning ;  and  if  the  National  Aflembly  by 
their  decrees,  and  the  beaux  efprits  by  their 
writings,  can  render  men  happier,  they 
will  more  effeaually  check  the  pradice  of 
fuicide  than  all  that  can  be  faid  or  written 
again  ft  it* 

A  French  acquaintance  of  mine  having 
pointed  out  the  foregoing  paflages  in  the 
journals,  faid  with  a  triumphant  air,  *.*  Vous 
autres  Anglois  croyez  qu  a  vous  feuls  ap« 
parte  noit  le  droit  de  fe  tuer." — 

©ppreffed  virtue.  \n  decreeing  that  .Beaurepaire  Is 
worthy  of  apothcofis,  the  National  Aflembly  have  not 
only  difcharged  a  facred  debt,  but  it  has  done  more 
for  the  advancement  of  morality  than  the  works  of  ouf 
moft  brillia&t  writers. 

Calais,. 
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Calais,  Sept.  17. 

About  the  bftginnmg  of  this  month,  two 
waggops  fuil  of  arms  defkined  for  the  army 
were  paffing  through  the  town  of  Charle- 
rillC)  ccmdu^ed  by  an  officer  of  the  artillery: 
—the  populace,  taking  it  into  their  heads 
that  they  were  going  to  the  enemy,  arrefted 
the  waggons,  and  murdered  the  officer. 

The  fon  of  the  poftmafter  of  St.  Amand^ 
on  a  fufpicion  of  having  given  intelligence 
to  the  enemy,  was  killed  by  the  populace^ 
and  his  body  dragged  through  the  ftrects* 

M#  Bayeux,  one  of  the  magiftrates  of 
Calvados,  being  fufpeded  of  a  treafonaUe 
correfpondence  with  the  emigrants,  was 
arrefted,  tried,  and  acquitted ;  but  the  po«* 
pulace  continuing  to  threaten  him,  he  was 
detained  in  prifon  with  a  view  to  his  being 
iet  at  liberty,  when  that  cpvUd  be  done  with 
fafcty:— the  prifon  was  forced  by  the  mob^ 
imd  the  magiftrate  immediately  murdered 

VOL.  u  D  d  All 
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Ail  thofe  horrors,  and  others  which  could 
be  enumerated,  have  happened  within 
thefe  few  days ;  from  which  it  might  na- 
turally be  conclude,  that  it  is  daogerom 
to  travel  through  the  country  of  France, 
or  walk  in  the  ftreets  of  any  of  the  large 
towns.  Extraordinary  and  unaccountable 
as  it  may  feem,  however,  the  truth  certainly 
is,  that  travellers  are  quite  fafe  on  the  high 
roads,  and  that  there  is  no  fuch  thing  as 
ftreet-robberies  or  houfebreaking  in  Paris : 
all  the  murders  and  outrages  which  are 
committed  at  prefent  in  this  country 
are  in  the  caufe  of  the  public,  and  not 
from  private  intercft.  This  is  no  alleviation 
of  the  evil ;  on  the  contrary,  it  were  much 
kfs  grievous  for  the  citizens  to  be  cxpofed 
to  ftreet-robberies  and  houfebreakings, 
which  were  punifhed  when  difcovered, 
than  that  a  mifguided  popula^re  fliould  bo 
tolerated  In  the  exercilb  of  juftiQe' npoit 
whoeveiLthey  confider  as^fiatc  criminais.~t- 
I  \  I  flleh- 
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I  mention  this  merely  as  a  Angular  fa^i 
not  a  proof  that  France  is  in  a  ftate  of  in- 
ternal tranquillity  ;  for  what  can  be  more 
miferable  for  a  nation,  than  that  fuch  dread- 
ful exceffes  can  be  committed  with  impu- 
nity ? —  Innocent  people  are  murdered,  and 
then  we  are  told  that  the  people  meant 
well,  but  were  miftaken. — Many  of  the 
journals  palliate  their  greateft  outrages, 
and  fay  they  proceeded  from  an  excefs  of 
patriotifm — ^None  dare  blame  them ;  never 
was  tyrant  more  feared  and  flattered  than 
Ic  peuple  fouverain  at  prefent. 

Calais^  Sept.  i8., 
I  went  this  morning  to  the  Convent  of 
Dominican  Nuns,  and  had  a  long  conver- 
iation  at  the  grate  with  one  of  them,  an 
old  lady  of  feventy  years  of  age — She  told 
me  {he  had  been  forty-three  years  in  this 
convent ;  that  during  that  long  period  fhe 
bad  lived  fo  jfree  from  care,  and  enjoyed 
D  d  2  fuch 
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fach  a   degree  of  Qonterit,  that   ihe  ha<} 
never  wifhed  to  change  her  fituation. 

As  a  proof  of  this  aflertion,  (he  faid  that, 
*^  by  a  decree  of  the  conftituent  afiembly, 
when  convents  were  thrown  open,  thofe 
nulls  who  chofe  to  withdraw  were  allowed^ 
and  pertniffion  was  at  the  fame  time  given 
to  thofe  who  were  of  a  contrary  opinion 
to  remain  in  the  convent-^In  confequente 
of  which  (he  and  twenty-three  other  nuns 
had  remained^  with  no  other  wKh  than  to 
be  permitted  to  end  their  lives  there ;  but 
that  now  they  were  deprived  of  that  hope^ 
having  ktely  received  an  order  from  the 
prefent  National  Aflembly  to  leave  the  con- 
vent, which  is  deftined  for  other  purpbfes ; 
they  were  to  leave  it  accordingly  within 
ten  days.  She  complained  of  this  as  a  great 
hardfhip  on  herfelf  in  particular,  who  had 
lived  fo  long  out  of  the  world  that  fhe 
had  forgot  how  to  live  in  it : — that  eight  of 
them  had  agreed  to  try  to  keep  houfe  in* 
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Calais,  by  joining  their  fmall  pcnfions,  and 
living  together;  the  reft  were  to  go  to  theit 
refpedive  relations — ^She  ended  by  faying 
that  fhc  had  great  reafon  to  be  thankful  to- 
God  for  the  happincfs  and  tranquilfity  flie 
had  enjoyed,  particularly  during  the  laft 
forty-three  years  of  her  life,  which,  from 
her  own  obfervation  while  fhe  had  lived 
in  the  world,  and  from  all  fhe  had  learnt 
fihce,  was  far  greater  than  the  portion  ufu- 
ally  allotted  to  mankind;  and  that  although 
fhe  had  no  reafon  to  expeft  fo  much  fe- 
ficity  for  the  remainder  of  her  life,  Ihe  had 
the  comfort  to  th^nk  that  the  period  of 
her  fufFering,  if  Ihe  was  to  experience 
fuffering,  would  be  far  ihorter  than  the 
long  courfe  of  calm  enjoyment  which, 
through  the  goodnefs  of  the  Almighty, 
(he  had  pofTefled  for  fo  many  years.'* 

This  nun,  in  fpite  of  her  age  and  long 
confinement,  feems  to  enjoy  good  health 
and  fpirits  J  her  deportment  was  eafy,  and  her 

D    d    3  man- 
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manners  polite :— thongh  fome  part  of  li^> 
narrative  will  app^r  ilngular,  it  feemed 
to  me  devoid  of  affcdation  oy  hypocrify, 
and  to  come  from  the  heart. 

When  I  took  my  leave  of  this  lady,  I 
went  to  the  Convent  of  Benedi^ine  Nuns, 
where  a  relation  of  my  own  had  formerly 
been  a  penfioncr — My  calling  at  the  Domi- 
nicans was  through  miftake — ^When  I  was 
introduced  to  the  parlour  of  the  Benedic- 
tines, I  fent  word  that  I  wiflied  to  (jpeak 
to  a  particular  nun  who  I  knew  had  been 
acquainted  with  my  relation — A  ndn  of  a 
very  genteel  and  interefting  appearance 
came  to  the  gratQ. 

.  I  faw  fhe  had  been  crying,  though  Ihe 
attempted  to  look  cheerful:  fhe  enquired 
affedionately  about  my  relation,  and  fpoke 
with  great  eftcem  of  another  lady  who  had 
been  in  the  convent  at  the  fame  time. 
After  a  fhort  converfation,  I  a&ed  if  they 
wer^  in  the  fame  fituation  with  the  Domi-- 

nicai^ 
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nican  nuns  ?— Hclas !  oui,  Monfieur  *,  flic 
replied,  and  burft  intx)  tears— She  was  un- 
able to  fpeak  for  fome  time  ;  but  when  ftie 
had  recovered  herfclf  a  little,  flie  faid,  that 
the  fame  option  had  been  given  to  them, 
and  that  twenty-four  of  their  number  had 
alfo  chofen  to  pafs  the  remainder  of  their 
lires  in  the  convent ;  that  they  wejre  happy 
in  each  other's  fociety,  and  in  their  being 
free  from  all  cares,  except  the  important  one 
of  their  falvation — But  now  we  are  thrown 
.back  into  a  world  which  we  had  renounced, 
which  we  wifli  to  forget,  and  for  which 
we  have  no  relifli ;  -^-6,  Monfieur  I  nous 
fommes  bien  a  plaindre.  She  continued 
crying  and  fobbing  for  fome  time;  and 
then  wiping  her  eyes,  with  a  look  of  com- 
pofure  and  refignation  fhe  faid.  But  it  is 
the  will  of  God,  aqd  it  becomes  us  to  fub-« 

^  Alas !  yes,  Sir, 

D  d  4  Some 
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Some  remlert  will  fufped  that  both  the 
old  and  the  young  aun  on  this  bccafign  z£% 
feded  forrow  they  did  not  fe«l:---aU  I 
can  fay  is^  that  if  they  did^  they  arc 
the  befl;  a^^refles  I  ever  beheld,  and  th^ 
moft  difinterefted ;  for,  more  appearance  of 
natural  grief  I  cannot  conceive,  and  fa£ 
what  purpofe  it  could  be  aflfumed  I  cannot 
divine. 

I  had  hitherto  confidered  the  opening  of 
convents  as  the  giviog  liberty  to  the  moft 
unhappy  of  mortals,  the  miierable  vi^ou^ 
of  avarice  and  fuperllition.  In  general  nq 
doubt  this  h  the  cafe ; — ^but  my  converla- 
tion  with  thofe  two  nuna  confirms  what  I 
have  had  frequent  occafion  to  remark,  that 
when  religious  impreffions  are  deeply  enr 
graven  on  the  heart,  they  become  a  fource 
of  happinefs,  which  compenfates  for  many 
deprivations,  and  throw  a  conftant  confoling 
ray  of  light  into  fituatidns  which,  tQ  the 
general  eye  of  the  vvorld,  feem  quite  hope- 
left 
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lefs  arid  gloomy.   Thofe  who,  being  neither 
fcduced  by  tafte  nor  obliged  by  neceffity 
to  confine  fuch  impreffions  to  cells  or  con- 
vents, where  they  can  be  of  little  ufe  to 
any  exci^pt  tv  the  pojfejfor^  but  carry  them 
into  fociety  with  all  the  energy  of  adive 
firtue,  are  certainly  the  happieft  of  mankind* 
By  accounts  received  this  day,  it  appears 
that  the  populace  have  at  laft  taken  to  ftreet 
robbery  in  Paris  ;  it  has  feemed  very  fur- 
prifing  to  me  that,  in  the  prefent  weak  ftate 
of  the  executive  government,  they  have  ab- 
ftained  from  it  fo  long.     But  their  robbe- 
yies,  like  their  murders,  are  performed  un* 
4er  the  malk  of  patrlotifm :  they  flop  men 
in  the  ftreets,   and  make  them  furrender 
their  filver  flioe-buckles  and  their  watches — • 
Women  in  the  public  walks  have  alfo  had 
their  rings  and  bracelets  taken  from  them  ; 
but  they  have  the  aflurances  of  the  robbers 
that  ail  thofe  commodities  are  to  be  applied 
ta  the  ufe  of  the  public  on  the  prefent 
emergency. 

2  Not- 
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Notwithftandiog  all  the  pains  which  have 
been  taken  to  provide  the  troops  v^ith  armS|^ 
they  are  ftill  in  want  of  mufkets. .  By  a 
decree  of  the  National  Aflembly,  the  mufkets 
arc  to  be  taken  from  the  cannoneers,  which 
is  a  very  numerous  and  expert  corps  ia 
France,  and  given  ^to  the  volunteers  who 
flock  to  the  armies;  fome  regimejits  of 
dragoons  have  likewife  been  deprived  of 
theirs  for  the  fame  purpofe. 

Accounts  are  induftrioufly  circulated, 
of  advantages  obtained,  by  the  French  ar- 
mies over  the  fruffians;  nothing  feemg 
more  improbable; — the  Germans  have, 
however,  failed  in  their  attepipt  on  Thion- 
ville ;  yet,  in  fpite  of  that  failure,  and  the 
pretended  advantages  gained  over  themj^ 
^hey  continue  to  advance. 

Calais,  Sept.  19. 
Nothing  can  be  more  furprifmg  than  tho 
fecurity  and  confidence  of  this^  people  i^ 
the  prefent  alarming   crifis.     I  haye  feen 

l?ttera 
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letters  from  Lille  and  Dunkirk,  which  de^ 
fcribe  the  inhabitants  of  thofe  towns  in  the 
fame  perfuafion  with  thofe  of  Calais — yet 
it  is  known  that  the  Swifs  regiment  of  Cha- 
teauvieux  has  gone  in  a  body  to  the  enemy, 
and  there  is  reafon  to  believe  that  the  Swifs  ' 
Cantons  will  declare  war  againft  France- 
Spain,  it  is  thought,  is  in  the  fame  difpo- 
fition ;  and  it  is  already  announced  in  the 
National  Aflembly,  that  the  German  Empire 
is  arming  againft  them.  "  II  ne  faut  pas 
fe  le  diffimuler,"  faid  Merlin  de  Thionville 
in  the  Affembly,  "  nous  avons  k  com- 
battre  tons  Igs  tyrans  du  monde,  et  ils  nc 
font  pas  a*  craindre  pour  un  peuple  libre 
et  arme :  il  faut  rompre  dcfinitivement  avec 
eux.  Je  demande  le  rappel  de  tons  les 
Miniftres  d^  France*."     Before  he  made 

fo 

*  It  is  not  to  be  denied  that  we  have  to  fight  againft 
all  the  tyrants  in  the  world,  and  they  are  not  to  be 
feared  by  a  free  and  armed  people— Let  us  break  with 

them 
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fo  ra£h  a  prqpofal,  he  ihould  have  proved 
that  the  people  were  armed,  and,  what  is  ftill 
more  to  be  doubted,  that  they  are  free  j  but 
this  iame  Merlin  is  not  confidered  as  fo  great 
a  conjurer  as  his  namefake  was — the  Af^ 
icmbly,  therefore,  did  not  follow  his  advice. 

But  what  confirms  me  in  my  opinion  that 
the  afiairs  of  this  country  are  now  in  a  more 
defperate  (late  than  ever,  is,  that  U  is  com* 
plained  of  in  the  National  AfTembly,  by  a 
deputation  from  the  municipality  of  Co- 
lombe,  near  Paris,  that  cei:tain  perfons  un* 
known,  but  who  pretend  to  be  members  of 
the  common  council  of  Paris,  and  of  the 
National  Affembly  itfelf,  break  open  doors, 
enter  houfes,  and  take  away  what  they 
pleafe,  and  harafs  the  inhabitants  of  the 
town  and  adjacent  villages  in  various  ways, 
on  pretext  of  the  public  fervice. 

The  minifter  Roland  alfo  complains  of 

them  entirely — I  demand  that  all  the  Minifters  of 
France  at  foreign  courts  be  recalled. 

thf 
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the  anarchy  which  reJgns  itf  Parisi  and  which 
alt  bis  effiMts  cannot  fubdue. 

I^etion  the  Mayor^  who  fcems  wilting  to 
ftate  things  in  the  moft  favourable  light, 
fays,  in  a  letter  to  the  Aflembly,  that  the 
outrages  committed  in  the  open  ftreets,  by 
robbing  the  citizens  of  their  watches  and 
rings,  are  put  an  end  to  :  and  adds,  "  Paris, 
au  furplus,  eft  tranquille ;  tout  en  renfer-  ^ 
ment  dans  fon  fein  des  eknuns  ires  infiam^ 

Mafuyer  expreffed  himfelf  in  thefe  terms : 
*'  Si  rAffembl^e  Nationale  ne  prend  pas  une 
mefure  vigoureufe,  on  ne  pent  plus  rcfter  a 
Paris:  on  en  fait  un  lieu  plus  dangereux, 
cent  fois,  que  les  forets  les  plus  infeftees  de 
brigands  f,  &c." 

•  *  Paris  is  calm  for  the  prefent,  but  contains  within 
her  circuit  much  inflammable  matter. 

f  If  the  National  Aflembly  does  not  adopt  fomc 
vigorous  meafure,  it  will  be  impoflible  to  remain  any 
longer  at  Paris :  it  is  become  a  refidence  a  hundred 
times  more  dangerous  than  the  foreft  the  moft  haraflTed 
with  robbers. 

And 
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And  Vergniaud,  with  that  affcaing  elcU 
qiicnce  which  he  has  at  his  command,  after 
mentioning  the  unwillingnefs  which  the 
citizens  of  Paris  fheW  td  work  in  the  in- 
trcnchments  forming  round  the  city,  adds^ 
^  .Quelle  peut  6tre  la  caufe  de  cette  inertie 
dcs  meilleurs  citbyens  ?  Ah,  meffieurs,  ne 
nous  diffimulons  pas,  ces  haines  particulieres, 
ces  delations  infaraes,  ces  arreftations  arbi-» 
traires,  ces  cris  de  profcription,  ces  corn- 
plots,  ces  atteintes  portees  fur  les  individus, 
cette  violation  des  proprietes,  cet  oubli  des 
loix,  ces  agitations  inqui^tantes  ont  repandu 
la  confternation  et  reffroi. 

**  L'homme  vertueux  fe  cache,  il  fiiit  avec 
horreur  ces  fcenes  de  fang,  et  il  faut  bien 
qu'il  fe  cache  Thomme  vertueux,  quand  le 
crime  triomphe,  il  n*en  a  pas  Thorrible  fen- 
timent,  il  fe  tait,  il  s'eloigne,  il  attend  pour 
reparaitre  des  temps  plus  heureux. 

**  Les  temps  de  revolution  produifent  ces 
hommes  a  la  fois  hypocrites  et  f^roces, 

comme 
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domme  ks  pores  de  la  tcrre  produifent  des 
infedes  malfaifans  apres  la  temp^te.  Au^ 
jourd'hui  ces  per  vers  ariflocratiient  la  vertu 
ijxeme  pour  la  fouler  impun6menf  aux  pieds. 
lis  democratifent  le  crime  pour  avoir  le  dr^it 
de  le  commcttre :  et  c'cft  alnfi  qu'ils  det- 
honnbrent  la  plus  belle  des  caufes,  celle  du 
pcuple,  et  de  la  liberte.  ...  * 

"  O  citoyens !  vous  voyez  ma  profondc 
emotion;  citoyens  arrachez  le  mafque  .a 
ces  pervers  qui  n'ont,  pour  vous  tromper 
ct  vous  perdre,  que  la  bafleffc  de  leur  moyen* 
et  Taudace  de  leurs  pretentions.  Citoyens, 
vous  les  reconnoitrez  facilement;  lorfque 
Tennemi  s*avance,  celui  qui  vous  invite  a 
egorger  des  femmes  et  des  hommes  def- 
armes,  celui-la  vous  a  trahit  et  vous  perd  ;, 
cet  autre  qui  vous  invite  a  la  paix  entre 
vous,  qui  vous  crie  de  marcher  fur  hsi 
Prufliens  :  eh,  bien  !  celui  la  eft  votre  ami.' 
Repouflez  done  les  traitres  qui  vous  agitent 
et  vous  divifent ;  faites  cefTer  les  defordres^ 

les 
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ks  profcripticMtis,  et  tous  verrez  une  ionjk 
dc  defcnfcurs  fe  rcunir  a  ^ous,  travaillcr  ct 
combattre  pour  vous. 

**  J'entends  dire,  mais  nos  armies  peuvent 
%)rouver  des  revers  :  et  alors^  les  Pruffiens 
•vicndront-ils  a  Paris  ?  Non,  ils  n'y  vien- 
dront  pas,  non,  (i  les  citoycns  fe  r^uoif- 
fent,  et  (i  Paris  fe  met  en  ctat  de  defenfe : 
ear  alors  ils  feroient  accables  fous  le  debris 
de  Tarm^e  qu'ils  auroient  vaincue,  comme 
Samfon  fous  le  Temple  qu'il  avoit  ren- 
verfeV 

This 

*  What  can  be  the  caufc  of  this  unwillingncfe 
among  the  beft  citizens  ?  Ah !  Gentlemen^  there  is  no 
concealing  it;  thofe  hatreds, thofe  infamous  accufationsy 
Aoft  arbitrary  arrefts,  thofe  rumours  of  profcriptions, 
of  {dots;  thofe  perfonal  attacks,  thofe  violations  of  ptx>- 
jierty,  this  cpntempt  of  the  Iaw5,  all  thofe  diftrefling 
circumftances  have  fprcad  confternation  and  terror. 

The  virtuous  man  hides  himfelf ;  he  flies  with  hor- 
ror from  thofe  fcenes  of  blood: — good  reafon  have  the 
Virtuous  to  hide  themfelves  when  the  wicked  triumph. 

They 
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Thift  Is  unqu^ftionably  a  very  fine  piece 
bf  eloquence ;  but  what  effefk  can  eloquence 
have  on  the  hearts  of  men  capable  of  rob- 
bery 

They  ztt  fileht,  th^y  retire,  and  wait  for  happier 
times  before  they  appear  again. 

Times  of  revolution  produce  men  who  are  at  once 
hypocritical  and  ferocious,  as,  after  tempefts,  the  pores 
of  the  earth  fend  forth  deftruftive  infefts. 

Thofe  perverfe  men  accufe  virtue  itfelf  of  anftocracy, 
that  they  may  trample  lipdn  it  with  impunky;  arid 
ddorn  crimes  with  the  name  of  democracy,  thit  they 
may  be  allowed  to  commit  them  t  thus  they  difgrace  the 
BoUeft  of  all  Caufes,  thofe  of  the  people,  and  of  liberty. 

O  my  fellow-citizensj  you  fee  how  deeply  I  am 
aflFefted!  Citissetls,  tear  the  maflt  from  thofe  wretches 
who  have  nothing  to  deceive  you  with,  but  the  mod 
d^fpicable  means,  and  the  mod  impudent  pretenHons. 

Citizens,  you  may  eafily  difcover  them.--^He  who, 
when  the  enemy  advances,  excites  you  fq  flaughter 
women  and  unarmed  men,  it  is  he  who  betrays  and 
ruins  ypu.  That  other,  who  perfuades  you  to  peace 
among  yourfelves,  and  to  march  againft  the  Pruflians, 
he  is  your  friend.  ' 

Rejeft  then  the  traitors  who  agitate  and  divide  you. 

▼OL,  I.  E «       '  Put 
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bery  and  murder  ?  thtj  muft.be  (tibdued  bf 
other  weapons. 

Cahis,  Scpt^20^ 

There  is  great  reafon  to  believe  that 
anarchy  and  fome  new  event  of  horror  wilt 
foon  take  place  at  Pari^ ;  our  accounts  re^ 
cdved  thii^  day  inform  im^  that  the  fame 
manoeuvres  are  going  on  at  prefent  that 
were  performed  previous  to  the  fecond  of 
September.  News  are  induftrioufly  fpread 
one  day^  that  Dumourier  h^  gained  a  vic- 
tory}  and  the  following  day  k  is  circukted^ 
with  equal  induftry^  that  he  is  defeated; 
and  it  is  thought  that  this  is  done  by  emif- 

Put  an  end  to  dilbrder  and  profcription^  and  you  wiB 
hnmediately  beholci  a  number  of  defenders,  who  wilt 
anitc  their  efFo?ts,  and  fight  for  you. 

But  it  i»  faid,  our  armies  may  be  repulfcd,  zai  Aeit 
the  Pruffians  will  come  to  Paris. — ^No,  they  cannot 
come  if  the  citizens  unitc^  and  if  Paris  is  put  in  »  ftate 
pi  defc»ce,  bccaufe  they  will  be  cruflied  by  the  remains 
of  the^army  they  defeated,  as  Samlba  was  ^r  ihk 
tcmpk  be  overthrew. 

iaries 
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iaries  of  the  encmyj  that  the  people,  whfle 
their  minds  are  agitated*  may  fall  on  fome 
deftrudive  meafure  now,  as  they  did  then* 
Placarts  have  been  ftuck  on  the  Wallsj  in- 
viting the  populace  to  exterminate  the  font  * 
hundred  members  of  the  National  Afiembly 
who  voted  againft  accufrtig  M*  la  Fayette^ 
At  one  of  the  fedions,  the  inequality  of 
fortune  was  declaimed  againft^  and  an  agra^ 
tfan  law  propofed, 

Thb  was  to  have  been  e*pedked  from  the 
ittftant  that  the  word  Egaliti  was  brought 
forward  in  the  way  it  has  lately  been—^Equal 
laws,  and  impartial  juftice,  may  have  beett 
originally  meant;  but  equal  wealth*  it  was 
natural  to  expe<!l:,  would  be  the  explanation 
of  the  people,  particularly  fuch  as  have  no^ 
thing. 

The  Duke  of  Orleans  is  chofen  one  of  th« 

deputies  for  the  department  of  Paris:  he 

was  propofed,  according  to  our  accounts,. 

by  the  fame  people  who  propofed  Marat; 

E  e  2  but 
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but  tjbe  name  of  Orleans,  as  being  nearly 
allied  to  the  crown,  gave  ofFence  to  the 
eledors ;  he,  therefore,  defired  the  general 
council  of  the  commune  of  Paris  to  give 
him  another  name,  more  agreeable  xo  the 
ears  of  his  fellow-citizens.  In  confequence 
of  this  rcqueft,  the  council  have  fignified  to 
him  that,  as  a  reward,  for  that  zeal  for 
liberty  which  he  had  maoifefted  from  the 
commencement  of  the  revolution,  and  even 
before  that  period,  and  for  his  attachment 
to  the  caufe  of  the  people  ever  fince,  they 
would  adorn  him  with  the  beautiful  name 
of  Equality  (du  beau  nom  d'Egalke.) 

Confidering  the  immenfe  fortune  of  Mon- 
fieur  Egalite,  and  the  difproportion  it  bears 
to  what  would  fall  to  his  fhaire  in  cafe  the 
patriots  who  puflx  the  agrarian  law  fhould 
carry  their  point,  one  can  hardly  think  that 
this  new  name  is  very  agreeable  to  him.  His 
fortner  name  gave  ofFence  becaufe  too  near 
.to  the   crown i  his  prefent  beautiful  new 

name. 
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name  may  give  offence,  becaufc  it  is  at  too 
great  a  difiance  from  the  immenfity  of  his 
weahh. 

*  All  the  patriotifm  he  has  difplayed  before 
or  fince  the  revolution,  however  pure  and 
free  from  refentment  or  felfifh  motives,  may 
not  fecure  him  from  that  ingratitude  which 
heroes  and  ftatefmen  fo  often  experience^ 

Were  not  all  the  fervices  rendered  to  their 
county  by  Miltiades,  Ariftides,  Camillus, 
and  Scipio,  repaid  with  ingratitude  ?  What 
then  can  Monficur  Egalite  expedk  ?  The 
prefent  race  of  Parifians  differ  in  fome  re- 
fpeds,  it  is  true,  from  the  ancient  Greeks 
and  Ronians ;  they  may,  however,  refemble 
them  in  ingratitude :  but,  even  in  that  cafe, 
they  cannot  deprive  him  of  the  tejiimony  of 
his  confcience. 

Rolland,  the  minifter,  has  informed  the 

Affembly  that,  on  the  night  of  the  fixteenth 

of  this  month,  the  Garde-Meuble,  where 

the  crown-jewels  are  kept,  was  broke  open, 

E  e  3  and 
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nod  that  diamomiU  and  odier  valuable,  tbingt 
Imd  been  carried  away. 

The  Pruflian  army,  now  on  the  road  to 
Paris,  may  probably  conceive  that  this  lofg 
fall$  on  them,  rather  than  any  body  eUe* 

CaJtis,  S^tl  w. 
The  French  and  German  armies  jbav^  aU 
ready  met — they  have  had  fpme  partial 
ihocks ;  the  fuperiority  of  the  latter  appears 
on  every  occafioR,  as  every  body  indeed 
forefaw,  particularly  thofc  who  have  been 
bred  to  the  military  profeffion,  many  of 
whom  I  have  heard  afTert,  before  I  came  to 
France,  that  twenty  or  twenty-five  ijioufand 
of  the  difciplined  troops  of  PrniSa,  would 
•drive  all  the  noify  rkbMe  of  national  guards 
before  them  like  a  flock  of  fheep,  and  that 
they  could  meet  with  no  ferious  oppoiition 
except  from  fortified  towns.  I  was  always 
tjn willing  to  bplieve,  that  feverity  .ofi  dif- 
cipline  gave  a  greater  probability  of  viflory 
than  all  the  enthufiafm  which  could  ipring 
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fitnb  the  beft  of  caufes :  it  h  difegreeable  to 
imagine,  that  the  cane  of  the  ferjeant  can 
make  men  fight  belter  than  the  idea  of  de- 
fending all  that  is  dear  in  Efe.  From  what 
has  happened  hitherto  in  this  campaign 
stgaxoSt  Erance^  that  propofition^  difagree- 
aUe  as  it  is,  will  be  confirmed.  For  whsA 
harre  die  French  done  with  aD  their  aatbu« 
fiafm  ?  The  onl7  towns  on  their  frontiers  th^t 
have  been  ferionfly  attacked  are  taken ;  their 
sffmies  contiirae  to  retire  bdbre  the  enemy  • 
General  Dumourier  himfelf,  in  a  letter  to 
M*  Servan,  the  minifter  of  the  war  depart- 
ment,  fays,  that,  in  an  attack  on  his  rear, 
ten  thoufand  men  had  run  away  fhamefuUy 
from  fifteen  hundred  of  the  enemyT— What 
iS  to  be  expeded  from  fuch  ao  army  ? 

Erery  thing,  in  the  mean  time,  fcems 
in  a  dreadful  ftate  at  Paris.  M.  RoUand 
has  made  fome  very  earneft  reprefentations 
of  the  diforders  which  exift,  to  the  National 
AflcmWy  j  in  one,  he  fays,  that  five  hun- 
E  e  4  dred 
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dred  citizens  have  been  arrefted  by  orden 
of  the  committee  of  the  municipality,  and 
that  the  prions  will  foon  be  as  full  as  they 
were  before  the  fecond  of  September ;  in 
confequenceof  whichi  Vergniaud doilaims^ 
and  the  AQembly  decree ;  but  thf  rfentfeifia 
pointed  out  are  not  applied,  the  decrwsare 
AQt  obeyed,  the  executive  powerileems  ftiU 
to  be  in  X  the  hands  of  committees  chofen 
from  the  community  c£  Paris,  Which  are 
thought  to  be  directed  by  men  of  atrocious 
qharad^ts,  fufpcdled  of  being  the  authors 
of  the  maflacres.  In  the  midft  of  this  awful 
fcene  of  confufion,  the  Affembly  fpcnd 
many  hours  in  regulating  the  various  ar-- 
tides  of  the  propofed  decree  refpeding 
divorci?. 

At  a  time  when  two  frontier  towns  are 
t^ken,  their  armies  repulfed,  and  the  eneipy 
advancing — when  their  fellowrcitiyens  are 
thrown  into  prifop  in  the  moft  arbitrary 
manner,  and  they   themfi?lvQ$  threatened 

by 
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tty  afiaffins;  for  men,  at  fuch  a  moment,  to 
fliew  as  muclv  anxiety  to  get  lid  of  their 
wives,  as^df  all  the  other  evils  put  together^ 
gives  a  ftrong  idea  of  the  mifery  v^faicfi 
thefe  poor  men  muft  have  endured  in  ^.heir 
marri^  ftate. 

A  courier  arrived  laft  night  from  the  Na- 
t(ond  AflfemMy,  requiring  ten  thoufand 
men  more  from  this  department,  Du  Pas-de« 
Cal^:  this  occafions  a  good  deal  of  unea^ 
finefs-^the  town  of  Calab  will  be  under 
fbme  difficulty  to  farni(h  its  quota. 

It  has  rained  inceflantly  for  fome,  days ; 
if  the  fame  has  been  the  cafe  where  the 
Duke  of  Brunfwick's  army  is,  it  muft  greatly 
impede  his  progrefs,  and  diftrefs  the  fol- 
diers. 

As  I  flood  for  flicker  from  the  rain,  un* 
der  the  piazza  of  the  town-houfe,  I  ob* 
ferved  two  women  who  had  jufl  obtained 
paflports  for  England,  one  was  in  the  cha* 
Xs^dicx  of  pi^iid  to  the  other:  flie  who  was 

drefled 
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h&d  ktn  h^r  firequeotlT,  whett  at  Paris^  m 
^r  fcal  quftlitf ;  ihtj  feettidd  k&patimst  ta 
^  awaji  aad  crdSbd  the  fqoatt  in  the 
vQf\ii  of  the  rain  ta^  to  the  |Sttket«bo2^~^.' 
Her  impatieiice  proceeded  partlf  ^  Ifiqppo% 
firq^nimeafra^fi athemg f§cogii^^  thoogh 
I  tiiroed  my  face  from  her  the  finomeot  I 
faw  her,  for  fear  of  giving  that  fufpidofv  I 
am  happy  to  think  they. have  got  ^way 
tvithout  farther  trouble*  Thialady,  howw 
ever,  muft  have  ilrong  reaibns  for  qoittiag 
France  at  preCent,  becaufe,by  the  law  againft 
emigrants^  which)  by  an  imjuft  and  crod 
extenfioQ,  reaches  to  females^  her  whole 
fortune  will  be  forfeited* 

A  number  of  poor  ptiefts  have  fled  to 
this  place,  and  are  ikulking  in  different 
houfes,  till  fuch  time  as  they,  can  find  op-» 
portunities  to  crofs  over  to  Dover. 

I  know  one  pious  and  charitable  lady, 
who  has  been  very  ferviceable  to  feveral/ 

and 
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and  conceals  and  entertains  them  till  thej 
can  be  convefcd  away  with  fafety. 

I  have  heard  and  *read  of  many  perfecur 
tions  which  wex:e  exdted  by  pdefte  in  aU 
countries :  the  only  perfecution  I  ever  was 
witnefs  to^  is  that  which  exifts  at  prefent 
againft  them  in  thb  country,  and  a  moft 
fevere  one  it  is» 

The  diflike  whidi  fome  people  are  fond 
of  exprefling  againft  particular  clafTes  of 
men,  which,  from  their  nature^  mufl  com^* 
prehend  men  of  all  charaders,  like  that 
which  others  exprefs  to  the  natives  of  par- 
ticular countries,  always ,  proceeds  from  a 
ychildilbf  illiberal,  and  imcandid  turn  of 
ini()d» 

The  clergy  of  France  have  been  treated, 
?pvith  cruelty  fince  the  beginning  of  the  re^ 
volution  :  that  the  church  required  a  radi- 
cal reform,  with  regard  not  oijly  to  the  ex- 
tent of  her  poiTeilionSy  but  alfo  the  manner 

in 
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In  which  th^y  were  cKftributed/  will  be 
pretty  generally  allowed:  it  was,  pethapr, 
expedient  that  mdny  of  the  great  benefices 
ihouU  be  applied  to  the  pulAic  u(b  as  they 
.became  vacant;  butwhift  men  have  d>- 
tainkl  the  pofleflion  of  by  the  exifting  laws 
of  their  country,  they  cannot  juftly  be  de- 
prived of  by  any  future  law ;  and  the  le- 
vity with  which  the  hardfliips  put  on  the 
clergy  of  France  is  fpoken  of,  by  many  of 
the  laity  of  this  country,  is  very  difgufting. 

But  the  indifference  with  which  men 
look  on  2id:s  of  oppreffion  to  which  they 
themfelves  are  not  expofed,  and  the  indig- 
nation they  exprefs  againft  every  slQ.  of  the 
fame  nature  Jo  which  themfelves  are  liable, 
does  not  belong  exclufively  to  men  of  par- 
ticular profeflions  or  countries,  it  is,  I  fear, 
in  human  nature, 

I  have  heard  people  who  profeffed  much 
public  fpirit,  and  uncommon  affedion  for 
their  country,  declaim  on  the  utility  of  ap- 
plying 
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plying  t^(HthW$i  of  tljp  pbarch  livings  m 
England  to  the  extinction  of  the  nation^; 
debit.    .When  the  hardfliip?  to  which  this 
prpjc^  would  fubje<a  the  clergy,  wa$  .ftatpd 
a$  a  flight  obje(9:ion,  they  deqlare^  it  no 
i^bjediqn  at  all,  but  rather  a  cirqumfUuxce  m 
favour  of  the  projeijl,  became  it  would;  be  4 
jufl;  puniflwnent  for  thqir  felfiflinefs,  and  they 
would  ftiU  have  too  much  left  for  njen  of  mq^ 
derate  deiires.    But  when  a.  fmail  redu^o^ 
of  the  legal  intereft  of  money'was  hinted,  as 
a  means  which  would  alfo  facilitate  thepay* 
ment  of  a  debt  which  itemed  to  lie  fo 
heavy  on  their  minds^  thofe  patriots,  whof^ 
money  was  invefted  in  the  funds,  exclaimed 
agaipft  fuch  an  idea  as  a  flagrant  breach  of 
public  faith,  and  the  moft  horrid  injuftice. . 
Thofe  who,  taking  advantage  of  ^  par- 
ticular tide  of  prejudice,  dired  its,  curreott 
againft  the  clergy,  under  the  pretext  that 
priefts  have  been  perfecutprs,  would  tjiem- 
felves,  in  thofe  days  of  perfecution,  have 

been 
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beea  the  greateft  of  all  pofecotott,  hadtiief 
been  pricfts. 

The  fcverity  of  fomc  late  decrees  agdnft 
thofe  of  the  French  clergy  \7ho  refrain  from 
taking  the  oaths,  feems  to  me  highly  un« 
juftifiaUe.  How  can  any  candid  mind  feef 
i^entment  againft  men  for  facrifidng  their 
interefty  thdr  eftablifhment  in  life,  from  ^ 
fcmple  of  confdence  ?  Ta^ng  it  m  the 
worft  light,  it  can  only  be  conftraed  into 
weaknefs. 

Yet  thefe  confdentious,  or.  fimple  men, 
have  been  deprived  of  their  livings,  banifh- 
ed  their  country,  and  many  of  them  maf^ 
facred  as  they  were  going  into  banifhment. 

But  many  of  the  clergy,  who  refufe  to 
take  the  oaths,  are  accufed  of  exciting  the 
peqple  to  infurredtion  againft  the  new  go- 
vernment, and  to  infult  the  clergy  who 
have  taken  them.  Let  thofe  againft  which 
this  is  proved  be  punifhed  according  to  law| 
but  let  not  the  innocent  be  punifhed  in  a 
6  manner 
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nlanrier  whlcli  would  be  barbarous,  if  ereti 
inflided  on  the  guilty. 
.  Nothing  has  expofed  the  King  to  fo  much 
fufpidon  and  obloquy,  as  bis  choodng  his 
chaplain  and  confefTor  from  among  thofe 
prieils  who  refufe  to  take  the  oaths :  none 
but  of  this  clais  were  feen  at  court,  or  ad- 
mitted into  the  Tuileries  for  fome  time  be- 
fore the  loth  of  Auguft,  which  was  thought 
a  proof  of  his  Majefty's  approbation  of  their 
principles  and  condud  ;  and,  in  fpite  of  his 
having  himfelf  accepted  and  fworn  to  the 
conflitution,  this  partiality  to  the  priefts 
who  had  done  neither,  was  reprefented  by 
his  enemies  as  an  evidence  that  in  his  heart 
he  hated  the  conflitution,  had  a  fccret  corre- 
fpondence  with  his  brothers,  and  was  doing 
every  thing  he  durft  venture  to  favour  the 
defigns  of  the  enemies  of  France. 

There  is  abfurdity,  however,  as  welt  as 
want  of  charity  in  this  interpretation;  for  if' 
the  King  is  fo  devoid  of  principle  as  to  en- 
gage 
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gage  in  a  plot  to  betray  tiis  countiy,  and 
overturn  the  conftitution  to  which  he  has 
fworn  to  be  faithful,  how  fhould  he  be  fo 
fctUpuIous  as  to  refufe  to  employ  thofe 
priefts  who  could  render  him  moft  popular, 
and,  of  courfe,  enable  him  the  better  to 
carry  on  the  plot  ? 

To  fuppofe  he  waS  engaged  in  fuch  a 
confpiracy,  is  fuppofmg  him  a  man  of  nei- 
ther principle  nor  piety :  to  accufe  him  of 
employing  priefts  whom  his  confcienqe  ap- 
proved, in  preference  to  thofe  whom  policy 
pointed  out,  is  admitting  that  he  poflefles 
both. 

From  all  I  have  learnt  of  Lewis  the  Six- 
teenth, he  is  a  man  of  integrity,  devoid  of 
ambition,  but  with  an  uncommon  fhare  of 
indolence;  whofe  difpofition  is  better  thaii 
his  underftanding,  and  his  underftanding 
fuperior  to  his  condud  ;  whofe  inclinations 
are  naturally  benevolent ;  'whofe  opinions- 
are  generally  juft,  but  whofe  actions  are 

fometimes 
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Ibmetimes  improper^  becaufe  they  are  itf«' 
fluenced  by  thofc  who  poffcfs  lefs  r^itude 
than  himfelE  '  * 

The  preference  he  gives  to  priefta  who 
r^efufe  to  Cake  the  oaths  feeitaa  to  injure 
Jjim  aa  much  in  the  minds  of  the  po-i 
pular  leadersy  as  that  which  Charles  the 
Firft  gave  to  the  clergy  of  the  church  of 
England  injured  him  in  the  minds  of  the 
preibyterians  ^md  independents.  Charles 
has  even  been  confideredas  a  martyr  to  the 
church  of  England,  The  inviolability 
which  the  conftitution  gives  to  Lewis  will 
fecure  him  from  the  fame  fate,  whatever  de- 
gree of  rancour  his  enemies  may  bear  him. 

September  23,. 

OrdeTs  came  a  few  days  fmce  fromM.  Ser- 
vant the  war  minifter,  for  one  thoufand 
nine  hundred  mufkets  to  be  carried  from 
St.  Oitier  to  Reims  for  the  ufe  of  the  volun- 
teers going  to  Dumourier*s  army,  many  of 
whom  advance  no  farther  than  the  latter 

VOL.  !•  F  f  town 
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tuwn  for  ^tnt  (^  atxoa.  As  fhis  ctmro^ 
piUTcd  thrdugh  the  town  of  St  QSdritin,  ft 
.  was  Hopped  by  three  battalions  of  nationd 
▼oluntccrs  }  thcf  aMb  ¥nere  ia  want  of  tAut 
kets,  whtth,  however,  were  ready  itx  tbetfl 
at  the  department  of  the  north,  to  wbfch 
thofe  battaUons  were  inarching*  Without 
liftening  to  this  aflurancc,  or  any  thing  eift 
that  was  faid,  th^y  feiied  the. arms  erf"  tht 
convoy ;  many  were  broken  in  the  tuniulti 
and  the  troops  at  Reims  difappointed. 

General  Duinburier  writes  to  the  wi* 
minifter,  that,  having  though;  proper  to 
change  his  fituationt  his  army  ^as  attacked 
by  the  enemy  during  his  march;  that  a 
panic  had  feized  the  rear  of  his  army ;  that 
feme  cowardly  or  treacherous  foldiers  had 
called  out,  "  Sauve  qui  peut,  noys  fqmmes 
trahis  *  l"  that  ten  thoufand  men  had  |led 
from  one  thoufand  five  hundred  of  the 
enemy;   and  that  if  thofe  one  thoufand 

^  Let  thofe  fave  themfelves  who  caa^  ve  are  ail 
betrayed.  . 

Eve 

Digitized-by  VjOOQIC 


i'hs  ) 

five  hundred  had  fJtlffied  ori  ^ith  vigour,  the 
whole  army  might  have  been  thrown  Into 
tdiifufion :  but  this  not  having  been  done, 
his  army  had  recovered  their  fpiriti,  and 
were  now  in  a  good  fituation.  He  writes 
in  a  ftyle  of  the  greateff  confidence,  that  he 
expels  to  form  a  juridioh  with  Kellerman 
and  Boiimdnvflle  very  foon,  and  has  not 
the  leaft  doubt  of  repulfing  the  enemy • 

It  may  be  highly  proper  in  a  General  to 
vnAtt  in  this  manner  to  the  laft ;  but  I  can 
hirdly  think  that  he  has  the  confidence  he 
pretends.  What  dependance  can  be  had  on 
men  who  rob  their  own  convoys,  and  run 
away  at  the  fight  of  the  enemy  ?  Thefe  arc 
the  charaderiftics  of  a  mob,  not  of  foldieri 
I  do  not  know  what  impreffion  this  letter 
made  on  the  National  Aflembly,  but  the  . 
Inhabitants  of  this  place  are  fully  perfuaded 
that  Dumourier  will  be  as  good  as  his  word ; 
not  that  they  believe  their  General  to  be  fu-^ 
periot  in  military  Ikill  to  the  Duke  of 
V  i  2  Brunfwick, 
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Bhinfwxck,  their  expectations  arc  folded 
en  their  coiaividion  of  thefuperior  yakfurlGf 
the  French  over  that  of  the  Gcrmanfi,  or  any 
other  people ;  and  fhould  they  hear  thatDur 
mourier  is  beaten,  and  his  army  difperfed,  I 
am  perfuaded  they  will  impute  it  to  him,  pr 
to  the  mercenaries  in  the  pay  of  France^  but 
not  to  want  of  fpirit  in  the  national  troops.. 
The  misfortunes  of  war  are  apt. to  be  laid 
to  the  charge  of  the  General  by  the  popu- 
lace of  every  country,  who  are  all  convince^ 
that  their  countrymen  are,  fuperior  to  their 
neighbours  in  the  moft  eflential  part  of  a 
fpldi^r's  ch^rader;  ai;id  therefore,  when 
the  armies  receive  a.  fevere  t:hcck,^  ox  arje 
defeated,  they  impiediately  fufpe;<a  the  Ge- 
.neral  of  treachery.  The  French,  pbfleffing 
more  fenlibility,  and  perhaps  more  levity, 
than  fome  of  their  neighbours,  are,  of  epurfci 
more  fubjed  to  thofe  fufpicions;  tlK>ugh 
their  neareft  neighbour,  who  is  generally 
believed  to  be  of  a  far  nK>re  cold  and 

phlegmatic 
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phlegmatic  temperament,  has  given  dreadful 
proofs  of  being  fufceptible  of  the  fame  un- 
juft  way  of  thinking,  and  of  all  the  exceflcs 
which  it  is  apt  to  produce  *. 

National  prid?  is  lefs  ofifended  when  th* 
lofs  of  battle;  is  imputed  to  the  treachery 
^of  a  few,  or  indeed  to  any  caufe  whatever,  . 
rather  than  to  nn  inferiority  of  fpirit  or 
courage  in  the  troops.  Courage  is  d  qual'ty 
which  the  inhabitants  of  every  country  in 
the  world,  fmce  the  beginning  of  the  world, 
have  claimed  to  themfelves  in  a  fuprem^c 
degree. 

The  French  have  always  thought  them- 
felves fuperior  to  any  nation  in  Europe,  in 
military  virtue ;  that  they  even  think  them^ 
felvcs  a  match  for  feveral  combined  againft 
them,  they  afford  a  ftrong  proof  at  prefcnt. 

Nee  pluribus  impar,  was  confidered  as  a 
rodomontade  when    adopted  as    a  motto 

♦  The  maflacre  of  the  De  Witts*e  by  the  Dutch. 
F  f '3  by 
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by  Louis  XIV. — it  is  now  confidered  as  a 
truth  hj  the  generality  of  the  French  na* 
tion. 

I  have  heard  Scotchmen  aflert,  ths^t  |hc 
entire  conqueft  of  France  by  the  Englifli| 
in  the  reign  of  Henry  V.  was  prevented 
/o/efy  by  a  body  of  feven  thoufand  Scots., 
^commanded  by  their  countryman  the  Earl 
of  Buchan,  Conftablcof  France :  and  others 
endeavour  to  prove,  that  the  vidories  of 
Guftavus  Adolphus  were'  chiefly  owing 
to  about  the  fame  number  of  Scots  who 
ferved  in  his  army.  The  common  people 
of  Scotland,  at  this  day,  would  think  any 
man  deprived  of  his  reafon,  who  would 
for  a  moment  imagine  that  an  army  of 
'anynation,commanded  by  any  General  that 
ever  lived,  could  have  withftood  half  the 
number  pf  their  countrymen  le^  by  §iy 
"William  Wallace. 

"    The  Englifh,  who  laugh  at  their  heigh, 
boijrs  fpr  this  national  partiality,  arq  fuf- 
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.{>e&e4  of  having  thm  full  ^tc  of  it^  and 
of  not  always  confining  it  to  ^h^  human 
iflhftbitants  of  tbdy:  country. 

A  goo^  many  yeajrs  ago,  returning  firom 
P^rb  to  Loiidon,  I  met  with  a  certain 
EngliihoiaQ  at  Calais,  who  had  been  ev 
hibiting  in  ibme  of  the  towns  cf  Elandera 
jujd  the  French  provinces  with  a  fwarjft  of 
bees,  wiiich  he  pretended  to  have  unde^ 
his  command: — ^among  other  manoeuvres^ 
he  faid,  he  could  make  two  fwarma  of  thcfe 
imimals  engage  in.  battle  with  each  other— 
an  Eoglilh  fwa^m,  for  example,  with  a 
Fwxich. 

And  pray,  J  faid  ^  Frenchman  who  was 
prefeot,  can  you  maike  which/fide  yp^  pleafe 
vidonous? 

To  whidi  the  odicr  very  gravely  replied^ 

that  he  could  not  give  the  viftory  to  thci 

French  unlefs  they  were  a  little  more  than 

double  the  number  of  the  EngliSij  t>ecaufe 

Ff4  wi 
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aa  Eisglifh  bee  was  precifely  equal  to  two 
French. ones,    ' 

When  we  came  to  Dover,  the  French- 
man,  who  was  going  to  London,  and 
had  taken  his  paflage  in  the  fame  packet- 
boat  with  me,  put  me  in  mind,  a  little  be- 
fore we  parted,  of  the  bee«>man^s  declara- 
tion,  which  he  had  not  been  able  to  digeft, 
and  afked  if  I  really  believed  that  there  was 
fuch  a  difierence  between  French  and  £ng« 
lifli  bees. 

Till  that  inftant  I  had  not  remarked  that 
the  Frenchman  was  hqrt;  I  had  taken 'it 
for  granted  that  he  had  feen  the  bee-man*s 
alfertion  in  the  fame  light  that  I  did. 

3eing  now  convinced  of  my  error,  I  an* 

fwered  coldly,   that  perhaps  the  bee-man 

bad  gone  too  far  in  aflertingthat  one  Eng* 

li(b  bee  was  equal  to  two  French  ones;  but 

ih^  I  was  inclined  to  believe  that  two 

Epg^ifb  b?e»  would  be  a  pretty  good  match 

fQj- three  French^ 

Ah, 
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Ah,  Monfieur!  £aid  the  Frenchman 
complaifantly,  ccla  peut-6tre* 

But,  whatever  they  may  think  of  the 
prowefs  of  their  bees,  a  very  ftrong  preju- 
dice has  always  prevailed  in  every  country 
in  favour  cf  the  perfonal  valour  and  mili- 
tary virtues  of  their  countrymen*  They 
may  grant  that  other  countries  have  a  fu- 
periority  in  philofophy,  in  divinity,  in  the 
fine  arts,  in  all  the  arts  of  peace — ^in  all  the 
arts  which  tend  to  render  men  happy,  but 
never  in  that  which  fpreads  devaftation  and 
mifery,  never  in  that  art  which  gives  the 
power  of  fubduing  and  domineering. 

'  Excudent  alii  fpirantia  mollius  ^ra. 
Credo  equidem  9  vivos  ducent  de  marmorc  vultuSi^ 
Orabunt  caufas  melius :  coelique  meatus 
J)c&nhtat  radio,  et  furgentia  fidera  dicent ; 
Tu  regere  imperlo  populos,  Romane,  memento: 
Hse  tibi  erunt  artes ;  pacifque  impoi^ere  morem, 
Pairc^rc  fobjcdis,  ct  dcbcllare  fuperbos. 

September 
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^gtemb^r  24. 
A  gentleman  of  chara&er^  on  wh^of?  vera- 
city I  have  reliance,  informed  me  that  he  was 
at  Verfailles  on  the  day  that  the  maflacre  of 
the  prifoners  from  Orleans  happened :  he  had 
left  Paris  that  morning,  andi^  on  his  arrival 
at  Verfailles,  heard  that  the  prifoners  were 
expeded;  but  had  no  idea  when  he  fet  out, 
nor  did  he  obferve  any  thin^  after  he  ar- 
rived at  Verfailles,  which  eave  him  a  fuf- 
picion  of  fuch  an  event:  he  went  and 
walked  a  confiderable  time  in  the  gardens; 
during -this  interval  the  prifoners  arrived, 
andithat  moft  atrocious  fcene  of  bloodfhed 
was  performed/  On  his  return  from  the 
gardens,  he  faw  the  mangled  bodies  of  5  a 
men  lying  in  a  ftrect  on  the  left  hand  as 
you  go  to  the  chateau  from  Paris  !--*-SQme 
of  the  lower  fort  of  the  inhabitaiits  of  Ver- 
failles were  looking  on  j  the  reft,  ftruck  with 
terror,  were  ihut  up  in  their  (bops  and 

houfcs. 


> 
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Jioufes.    The  body  of  the  Duke  of  Briflac 
vas  pointed  out — the  head  and  oiie  of  the 
hands   was  cut  off!  —  a  man  flood  near 
fmoking  tobacco,  with  his  fword  draWn, 

.and  a  human  hand  fluck  on  its  point! 

another  fellow  walked  carelefsly  among  the 
bodies  with  the  entire  arm  of  another  of 
the  prifoners  fixed  to  the  point  of  his  fWordi 
This  gentleman  afterwards  faw  a  waggon 
arrive,  into  which  was  thrown  as  many  of 
the  flaughtcred  bodies,  as  the  horfes  could 
draw !— A  boy  of  about  fourteen  years  of 
age  was  within  the  waggon,  affifting  to  re- 
ceive the  bodies  as  they  were  put  in,  and 
packing  them  in  the  moft  convenient  manl 
per,  with  an  air  of  as  much  indifference  a«. 
Jf  they -had  been  fo  many  parcds  of  goods! 
One  of  the  wretches  who  thi-ew  in  the  bo- 
dies, and  who  probably  had  affified  in  the 
inaflacre,  faid  to  the  fpeaato'rs,  in  praife  of 
the  bofs  aaivity,  **  Voyez  ce  petit  boa 
ber»i»e,  conjme  il  efl  hardi> 

^  The 
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The  aflaffins  of  the  prifoncrs  were  a  party 
who  had  come  from  Paris  on  the  preced- 
ing  evening,  moft  of  them  in  poft-chaifes^ 
for  that  purpofc,  and  who  attacked  thofe 
unhappy  men  while  they  remained  in  the 
ftreet  waiting  till  the  gate  of  the  prifon 
which  was  prepared  for  their  reception 
ihould  be  opened. 

The  circumftances  of  thofe  aflaffins  hav- 
ing come  from  Paris  the  night  before,  and 
moft  of  them  in  poft-chaifes,  or  in  the 
ijfual  carriages  which  go  to  Verfailles^  arc 
ftrong  prefumptions,  that  they  were  a  de^ 
tachment  from  the  bloody  band  who  per- 
formed the  executions  in  the  prifons,  and 
^hat  thefe  executions  by  no  means  pro* 
ceeded  from  the  emotions  of  rage  and  dcr 
fp»ir  in  the  people,  but  from  a  pre-deter- 
•  mined,  plan,  formed  by  a  fct  of  men  who 
have  ufurped  a  great  deal  of  power  of  late^ 
which  they  wi(h  to  increafe,  and  who  think 
this  dreadful  ad  was  neceflary  for  their  own 

fafety. 
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fafdty^^^Thc  <]et»chment  which  had  g\w^^ 
t^d  the  prifoners  from  Orleans,  flood  fhamev 
ful  ^nd  paffive  fpe^tors  of  the  maflSiqre, 

The  miferable  prifoners  being  all  unariRr 
cd,  and  fome  of  them  fettered,  could  do 
nothing  i»  their  own  defence :  they  ^erc 
moft  of  them  ftabbed— an^  a  few,  whp  atr 
tempted  refiftance,  were  cut  down  •  with 
fabres. 

There  never  was  a  more  barbarous  and 
daftardly  adion  performed  in  the  face  of 
the  fun.  —  Gracious  Heaven!  were  thofc 
barbarities,  which  would  difgrace  favages, 
committed  by  I^rcnchmen!  by  that  lively 
and  ingenious  people,  whofe  writings  are 
fo  much  admired,  whofe  fociety  has  been 
fo  much  courted,  and  whofe  manners  have 
been  fo  much  imitated  by  all  the  neighs 
bouring  nations  ? — ^This  atrocious  deed,  ex* 
ecuted  in  the  ftreets  of  Verfailles,  and  thjp 
horrors  committed  in  the  prifons  of  Pari$^ 
will  fix,  indelible  flains  on  the  charader 
*         ^  ^  <^f 
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of  the  French  natibh.  1|  U  fald,  tHbfi  bar- 
Wxties  revolted  the  hearts  dfmahy  of  the 
dtileris  df  Pari*  ahd  Verfallles,  as  itlufch  as 
they  could  theft  of  the  inhabltaftts  of  Lon- 
dbri  61:  Wiiidfor.  It  is  alfd  fsld,  that  thofe 
mariacreS  Wefe  !i6t  committed  by  the  inha- 
bitants of  Pari*  or  Verfailles,  but  by  a  fet 
of  hired  aflaffins  !  —  But  who  hir6d  thofe 
aflaffins  ?  Who  remained  in  fhameful  ftupor 
and  daflardly  inadivity  while  their  laws 
were  infulted,  their  prifons  were  vidtatedf^ 
and  their  fellow-iitizeris  butchered  ih  tht 
open  ftreets?  I  do  not  believe,  that  from 
Ae  wickedeft  gangs  of  highwaymen,  houfe- 
breakers,  and  pick-pockets,  that  infeft  Lon- 
don and  the  neighbaurhood,  men  could  be 
feledted  who  could  be  bribed  to  murder, 
in  cold  blood,  fuch  a  number  of  their 
countrymen  ! — and  if  they  could,  I  am  con- 
vinced that  no  degree  of  popular  delufiofi 
they  are  capable  of,  no  pretext,  nt)  tttotive 
Whatever,  cduld  have  made  the  ib&dlMt&nts 

of 
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of  Loi>flqn  or  Wbdfor,  or  o(  iaftsfyrfi  ijg 
Great  Britaia,  fuffer.fuch  dreadftvl  exec«i 
^oca  (o  be  ]>ev£Drm«4  vi^lthia  thbtr  wallt. 

■■" ' .  Septenditr  23}, 

General  Da^iourier  has  wd&ced  fifty  of 
the  moft  guilty  of  thofe  who,  by  thdr  ctfwK 
ardly  or  treacherouai  cries,  fpread  confUfioa 
Arough  his  troops  on  their  retreat  from  his 
camp  at  Grand  I^rd,  to  be  ftript  of  then-  uni- 
form/  pinioned,  and  in  this  difgracefiil  con-» 
dition  carried  to  Pms,  and  delivered  to  the 
fefUoq  to  which  they  belong. 

He  has  pubUfhed  a  proclamation  of  ad- 
drefs  to  the  foldiers,  tfie  import  of  which 
is  to  encourage  them,  and  to  give  th)em  the 
ftrongeft  afiiirances  of  viaory,  provided 
they  have  confidents  in  their  oflScdrs;  iad 
fliut  their  ears  againft  the  Vbice  of  traitors ! 
He  ends  this  addrefs  witt  thefe  words—' 
*"  Camarades,  fi  on  fe  r^unit  fous  mes  ^tea- 
dards  avec  la  (jonfiancc  que  dei  enfant 

floivent 
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Aoiireiit  avoir  eti  Uut  pete  et  non  auti^menr^ 
je  leponds  de  ces  rois  du  nord,  de  ces  aU 
tefles^  f^dhii&mesy  de  ces  cordo&s  de  toutet 
les  couleurs^  de  ces  paladios  Fran^ois^  qui  fe 
qmlifiiBm  encore  des  vaias:  noms  que  nou9 
leuravons  enleves  y  ils  iront  a  Paris,  puif- 
quHk  le  defnrent ;  ib  irotit  en  triomphe, 
mais  ce  fera  a  notrc  fuite*/^ 

He  writes  io  M*  Servan,  that  he  is  noW 
certain  of  effedting  a  jundion  with  the  Gc-* 
herals  Kellerman  and  Bournonville  i  afid  adds^ 
•*  After  having  been  able  to  keep  the  numc* 
rous  armies  of  the  Germans  and  French 
emigrants  in  check,  for  fo^  long  a  time, 

♦  Fellow-foldiers,  if  you  will  rc-unitc  under  my 
ftandard^ith  that  confideilce  which  children  ought  to 
Kave  in  their  father,  I  will  be  anfwerable  for  thofe 
kings  of  the  north,  for  thofe  high  mightineffcs  witk 
their  ribbons  of  all  fort  of  colours  i  for  thofe  French 
knight-errants,  who  ftill  affumc  thofe  empty  titles  which 
wc  ftript  them  of:  they  (hall  go  to  Paris!  —  yes, 
np  doubt  they  {hall  go,  but  it  {hzU  be  as  our  prifoners* 

^  with 
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With  a  handful  of  men,  you  may  reft 
affbred  that  there  is  nothing  to  be  feared, 
now  that  my  army  is  equal  to  theirs/^ 

This  is  fpeaking  in  fo  very  confident  a 
ftrain,  that  I  fhould,  however,  take  it  all  for 
rodomontade,  were  it  not  for  his  having 
honeftly  and  fairly  acknowledged  the  flight 
and  ill  behaviour  of  part  of  his  army  on  the 
fif^arch  :  which,  to  be  fure,  is  like  a  man  de- 
termined to  declare  the  truth  j  for  nothing 
could  be  more  mortifying  to  "the  army,  to 
the  Aflembly,  and  to  the  French  in  general* 
He  is,  befide,  univerfally  fpoken  of  as  a  man 
of  great  acutencfs  and  adivity.  But,  after 
ally  it  is  impofGble  to  imagine  that  the 
Duke  of  Brunfwick,  a  general  of  the  firft 
reputation  of  the  age,  with  a  numerous 
army  of  the  beft  difciplined  troops  in 
Europe,  can  be  baffled  by  an  army  of  raw 
foldiers,  led  by  one  who,  with  all  his  na- 
tural quicknefs,  is  without  much  military 
experience :  at  all  events,  the  affair  muft 

VOL.  I.  Gr  g    '  ^^ 
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be  decided  fbon,  the  armies  are  within  fight 
of  each  other;  and  *rhat  liie  Prufli&ns 
threaten  Ghalons  and  Rheims^  the  Auftiiam 
harafs  the  country  neftr  Lille,  and  fdme  t& 
their  light  cavalry  have  advanced  within  a 
very  little  of  the  gate?  of  Douay.  It  i* 
thought  that  they  will  attempt  the  fiegej 
or  at  kail  the  blockade,  ^  the  former. 
We  heav,  however,  th«  the  Conventidn  i« 
affemblcd ;  but  I  own  I  ftitl  think  it  Mrill 
not  fit  long  at  Patis.  What  renders  this  cod- 
jedure  the  more  probabk,  and  fttay  be  added 
to  the  extrao!rdinary  drctiiftftaiiees  a3)ov^ 
enumerated,  is,  that  Marat  Js  MH  permkted 
to  publifti  hid  iliflAmtnatdty  pa^rs^  the  in- 
tention of  which  evidently  is  t6  iftxclte  6eW^ 
niaflacres !  In  one  which  was  pafted  on  dhte 
walls  of  Paris,  on  the  19th,  he  accitfei 
many  of  the  deputies  chofen  for  the  Cbii- 
vention  of  arlftoc^atical  arid  antiVevolu- 
ticnal  principles :  he  denounces  the  gene- 
rals who  commatid  the  armies  a&  traitfttd  j 

and 
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iaild  alirioft  all  the  prefent  mihifters,  particu- 
larly Roland,  he  paints  as  the  enemies  of  free- 
doih !  EJdnton,  the  prefent  minifter  of  jirf- 
flfce,  ts  the  only  one  oif  the  Cit.  who  is  not 
fncliided  in  his  profcfiptioh ;  and  this  omif- 
fion  is;  in  thfe  minds  of  men  of  fenfe  arid 
irit^grity,  as'  prejudicial  to  Dantori,  as  the 
][)ectiUaf  rancour  he  fii'eWs  agairift  Roland 
U  honodrable  to  the  latter. 

September  26. 
The  deputies  to  tfce  National  AfTembly, 
ia  the  niimbet  of  371,  met  on  the  21ft,  itf 
4  hdl  «f  th^  Tuileries :  they  chofe  Petioc^ 
fblf  prefident,  and  Condorcet,  Briffot,  Verg- 
i&fatid,  Rabatad,  La  SoUrcc,  ind  Camus,  for 
fectttatres;  and  adjoutned  til!  the  following 
6ifi  when  being  again  aflcmbled  in  the  fame 
Ralli  difey  fent  a  deputation  of  twelve  of  thieitf 
members  to  inform  the  National  Affembiy 
fh^t  the  Convention  was  conltitiited,  and 
dbmt&^iA'^  ekit^TiSt  of  thfc  powers 
G  g  2  .     wlucli 
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which  had  .  been  placed  in  their  hands  by 
the  people  of  France. 

The  National  x^ffembly  immediately  de- 
creed, that  their  prefident,  M.  Fran9ois  de 
Keufchateau,  at  the  head  of  a  deputation 
of  .their  members,  fhould  wait  on  the  Con- 
vention, and  conduct  them  to  the  hall  of 
the  Feuillans.  The  prefident  then,  declared 
the  National  AJfembly  diflblved,  and  the 
members  attended  him  in  a  body  to  the 
Tuileries,  where  M,  Fran9ois  pronounced  a 
congratulatory  difcourfe,.  in  which  he  in- 
formed the  Convention,  '*  That  the  Na- 
tional Afferably  being  diffolved,  their  firft 
aft  as  citizens  would  be  to  ferve  as  a  guard 
to  the  Convention,  that  they  might  give  an 
example  to  every  individual,  of  that  refpcft 
which  they  owed  to  the  reprefentatives  of 
the  nation :  that,  in  ehoofing  them  as  mem- 
bers of  this  Convention,  the  French  people 
had  confecrated  the .  extraordinary  means. 
which  they  had  been  Q|>Ugcd  to  ufe  for  the 
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prefervatxon  of  twenty-four  millions  of  peo- 
ple, from  the  fatal  efFedls  of  the  perfidy  of 
one  man  :  that  the  objeift  of  their  meeting 
was,  to  eftablifh  a  conftitution  on  the  bafis 
of  freedom  and  equality;  to  give  to  the 
nation  liberty,  laws,  and  peace:  Hberty, 
without  which  the  French  difdained  to  live ; 
laws,  the  firmeft  foundation  of  liberty; 
and    peace,  the   fole  end   and   objedt   of 


w^ar/* 


The  Convention  then  walked  from  the 
Tuileries  to  the  hall  of  the  Feuillans,  con- 
duced by  the  members  of  the  National 
Aflembly,  through  a  lane  formed  by  an 
immenfe  multitude  of  people,  a  body, of 
the  national  guards  being  under  arms,  the 
drums  beating  and  trumpets  founding  dur- 
ing the  proceflion.  The  Convention  having 
taken  pofleffion  of  the  hall,  Manuel  pro- 
pofed  that  the  prefident  of  the  Conven- 
tional Aflembly  fhould  be  lodged  in  the 
Tuileries ;  that,^  as  often  as  he  appeared  in 
G  g  3  public, 
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public,  he  fhould  be  preceded  hy  guards ;  and 
thateveryday,vhen  he  opened  thcAlTe^bly^ 
all  the  members  {hpuld  rife;  obferving,  at  the 
fame  time,  that  thofe  mzxlf.^  qf  dift|ndioQ 
would  tend  tp  render  the  AffemWy  ipQre 
refpe^ahle  in  the  eyes  of  the  French  na- 
tion^ as  well  ^s  of  ftrangers :  and  he  ipen- 
tioned  thp  ftory  of  Cyneas,  the  aiqba{rado]P 
of  Pyrrhus,  who,  on  being  introduced  into 
the  Roman  fenate,  faid,  they  appeared  li^f 
an  aflfembly  of  kings. 

Whether  being  compared  to  icings  difc 
gulled  ihenii)  1  know  not ;  bu(  this  prppofid 
was  warmly  oppofcd  by  feyeral  ^^mbers, 
and  particularly  by  Chabpt^  who  faid  that 
fuch  external  pomp  was  defpicable  in  itfe^ 
2^nd  improper  for  a  populay  government, 
in  which  the  deputies  fliould  haye  np  pther 
dignity  than  that  oif  being  inixed  and  conr 
founded  with  the  fensTCulpttps  who  had 
elefted  them  as  their  reprefcntatives.  This 
Chabot  was  formerly  a  capuchin,  and  ftiU 

difplayai 
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of  that  order.  Hie  is  ww  the  MvaJ  pfi  Ma- 
fat»  a#^i  apgftle  of  JLib^ity ;  they  feem  coqi:- 
gQn|9^  in  theii;  t^^s  ia  dkefs,  as  well  as  po«^ 
litics  :  n^u^e  h^s  not  beea  paitiai  to  eit|iei:[ 
ijjb  ppiijt  of  lop^ J  fi^w  nae^i  tliCTefpi;e,  could 
be  more  excufaUe  ia  ei^jde^vouring  to  con^ 
cea)  h^r  unkijiidiskefs  by  a  few  of  the  orna<- 
Qif^nte  of  art ;  yet  no  two  republicans  of 
Oreecc  or  l^ome  ever  fhewed  more  con- 
tei^pt  for  any  auxiliary  of  that  fort.  Marat 
fiends  in  n^nch  more  need  of  it  than  Chabot» 
b^t  he  ijfes  it  lel^ — there  appears  fomething 
evenr^^rr^/in  the  fjiabbinefs  of  M^ratj  he 
feems  to  think  it  a  proof  pf  patriotifm,  for  in 
oneof  h^s.lateplacarts  agaipft  Petion,amongft 
other  crimes  he  accufeshim  of  being  trop  hien 
frife.  Matajt  is  a  little  man,  of  a  cadaverous 
complexion,  and  a  cquntenance  exceedingly 
expreffive  of  his  difpofition  :  to  a  painter  of 
mafl^ci^eSi  Marat's  head  would  be  ineftima- 
G  g  4  ble. 
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ble.  Such  heads  are  rare  in  thiis  countrjr^ 
yet  they  Are  fometimes  to  be  met  with  at 
the  Old  Bailey.  The  only  artifice  he  ufes 
in  favour  of  his  looks,  is  that  of  wearing  a 
round  hat,  fo  far  pulled  down  before  as  to 
hide  a  great  part  of  his  countenance. 

I  am  convinced  that  Manuel's  motion,  or 
fomething  of  the  fame  nature,  would  be  of 
fervice.  In  decreeing  guards  and  other 
marks  of  dignity  to  the  prefident  of  the 
Convention,  they  would  render  both  him 
and  the  other  members  more'refpeSed  by 
the  people ;  it  would  difpofe  them  more  to 
obedience  and  to  order,  without  injuring  the  , 
caufe  of  liberty.  What  danger  can  there 
arife  from  power  or  dignity, .  which  is  en- 
trufted  only  for  fifteen  days  in  the  hands  of 
the  fame  man? 

The  prefcnt  French  reformers  are  in  dan- 
ger of  falling  into  the  fame  errpr  with  Jack 
in  the  Tale  of  a  Tub,  who  tore  his  coat  in 
pieces  through  zeal  to  remove  the  lace ;  in 

like 
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Kke  manner,  they  may  injure  the  efllential 
parts  of  government,  by  precipitately  de- 
ftroying  the  ornamental. 

Danton  is  a  man  of  too  much  importance 
to  be  left  out  of  the  Convention  on  any  ac- 
count; ih  conformity  with  the  principle 
that  no  one  citizen  fhould  poflefs  two  ofiices 
under  the  government,  he  fent  his  refigna- 
tion  of  the  oflSce  of  minifter  of  juftice,  and 
retained  that  of  member  of  the  Convention. 
He  was  the  firft  who  propofed  that  the  con- 
ftitution  which  they  were  about  to  form 
fhould  be  prcfented  to  the  nation,  and  fhould 
not  have  force  till  it  was  accepted  by  the 
majority  of  the  people  of  France,  united  in 
primary  affemblies. 

This  and  another  propofal  of  his  were 
decreed,  namely,  that  property  and  perfons 
were  under  the  fafeguard  of  the  nation. 

It  was  next  decreed,  that  all  laws  not 
abrogated,  and  all  powers  not  fufpended, 
fhould  continue  in  force,  and  that  the  pub* 

lie 
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lie  eoni^rU^ioQd  ^lou^d  be  kvied  M  hereto^ 
fcrc. 

Towards  the  end  pf  th^  iftf^^g,  IVJ.  Go^. 
V)t  d*Herbpis,  who  forn;ierly  was  an  a^r, 
app^ajijed  in  the  tribm^c,  apd  cjir^dly,  wijtl^ 
put  cirgumjlQcut^n^  pi:op,ofe4  tl^e  abplitioa 
of  royalty.  Tl^s  wa^  fupporte4  apd  eoK 
l^Tg?4  ^pon  l?y  l;l^e  :^^op.  Qx^gQJlf^,  iphq 
vi^d  tbje  foUjOwi)^'  argu^n^ent,  a^  iubfe;- 
i^neat  flpiy^c  of  ^Ipujqeijjce ;  ^  I^e  mot  de 
ilQid^  <BPP9i^  ua  ta^i^a^E^,  d^t  lafbrc^ 
O^iqu^  P^ut  etre  le  p^ncipe  <^  b^^eoup 
^p  defordrea ;  il  fsya):  dpoic  P^b^tion  <k  i» 
Ijoyayjtp,  h^  yc^  fo»t  ?p  ©PRalg  q§  qiit 
l^s  nj^^pi^re;}  fopt  enj^yfiqu^:  le$  co^rs  fi?nt 
toujours  les  foyers  de  la.corraptM»i|  et  I'at- 
t;ql|jejr  des  forfaits  V 

*  13ie  word  King  is  ftill  a  kind  of  talifman,  whofc 
magic  power  may  create  many  dilbrders;  die  abolition 
of  royalty  therefore  is  neceffary.  Rings  arc,  in  the 
moral  world,  that  which  monfters  are  in  the  natural; 
'courts  are  always  the  centre  of  corruption,  and  th^ 
workhoufc  of  crimes. 

'  Although 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


(  m  ) 

Althp^gH  Vf^wj  circutnftances  announc^ 
9>  difpjo{|t|oiiL  to  2^  ^leafure  pf  th^  Hin4j  I 
|iad  qo  ij^^  that  it  woul4  haye  bef  n  adopts 
cd  on  the  very  firft  day  of  the  me^in^  of 
%^e  ppiiy^ntipD,  and  \^Uhouta  ftrong  <:on'» 
left.  The  prbppfal  was  heard  witih  th^ 
n^ted  ^pplai^fe  of  the  deputiesj^  «i^d  thf 
people  in,  the  gallerie|^ 

Baji^re  ^U>nie  faid,  th^t  it  decree  ^  fo 
^ych  importance  r^qyired  n^  li^  cool  diA 
f ufHon,  ai^d  oiigHt  nc^  to  be  decreed  in  ^ 
n^opient  of  enthufiafm ;  but  thb  Tcry  en* 
thufiafm,  \Ybich  rendered  the  Affe.mbly  un^t 
foi^  deciding  upon  fuch  a  poin^  at  that  timej 
was  the  caufe  of  its  be\ng  decided  infl^t^tly^ 
^he'reafonable  propofal  of  Bazire  excited 
fnurmurs,  and  every  mark  of  difappro- 
bation :  it  was  in  vain  that  he  called  out 
that  he  ha4  as  little  affedlion  for  royalty  as 
any  of  them,  and  only  wifhed  that  the 
queftion  fhould  be  poftponed,  and  debated, 
f  fter  mature  refledion,  with  coolnefs,  which 
2  would 
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would  give  the  people  at  large  the  more 
caufe  to  be  fatisfied  withr  their  determina^ 
lion,  and  render  it  more  likely  to  be  per- 
manent. 

All  this  had  no  other  effect  than  to  render 
Bazire  lefs  popular.  The  abolition  of 
royalty  was  decreed,  and  the  Aflembly 
broke  up. 

'  There  feems  to  be  a  contradiftion  in  de- 
creeing, firft,  that  whatever  conftitution  the 
O>nvention  might  form,  it  could  have  no 
force  till  it  was  approved  and  accepted  by 
the  majority  of  the  people ;  and  decreeing^ 
in  the  fecond  place,  the  abolition  of  royalty. 

How  does  the  Aflembly  know  that  a 
limited  monarchy  is  not  more  aaceptable  to 
the  majority  of  the  people,  than  any  other 
form  of  government  ? 

The  firft  decree  implies,  that  whatever 
conftitution  is  moft  agreeable  to  the  majority 
of  the'  nation,  and  no  other,  fhall  be  the 
conftitution   of  France.     The  fecond  de- 

clares, 
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clares,  that  no  modification  of  monarchy 
fliall  be  the  conftitution  of  France,  whe* 
ther  it  be  agreeable  to  the  majority  of  the 
people  or  not. 

But  this  precipitate  decree,  for  the  aboli- 
tion of  royalty,  feems  not  only  inconfiftent 
with  their  own  principles,  but  unjuft  in  it- 
felf ;  becaufe  it  is  punilhing  the  King  before 
trial,  before  they  have  made  any  examina- 
tion into  his  condudl,  or  given  him  any  op- 
portunity  of  anfwering  the  charges  made 
againft  him  :  not  only  punifliing  him,  but 
iiifliding  the  vfcry  fevereft  punifliment 
•  which,  by  the  conftitution,  can,  with  any 
fliadow  of  juftice,  be  inflided  on  him,  al- 
though all  were  proved,  and  even  more, 
than  he  is  charged  with  ;  for,  by  the  fecond 
article  of  the  conftitution,  which  regards  the 
King,  his  perfon  is  declared  inviolable  aftd 
facred ;  and  the  fixth  article  is  conceived  in 
thefe  words :  •*  Si  le  Roi  fe  met  a  la  tcte 
d'une  armee,  et  en  dirige  les  forces  contre  Ix 

nation ; 
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Adtidh ;  oil  s'il  ne  s'oppbA^  p^,  par  ttii  H&d 
formel^  a  Uii&  telle  entreprife,  qiil  s'execu- 
terbit  en  fon  noiDi,  U  fera  cenl^  avoir  do^ 
^qui  la  royautt  *•** 

To  infii£t»  therefore,  as  fevere  a  punilli- 
ment  for  a  crime  which  is  only  chlf  ged,  but 
not  proved,  as  could  with  juftice  be  applied 
to  a  greater  after  full  proof,  is  the  height 
of  cruelty  and  injuftice. 

September  27* 
It  would  feem,  from  what  happened  on 
the  firft  day  of  the  meeting,  that  the  Con- 
vention confifted  entirely,  or  alraoft  entirefyj 
ef  republicans ;  aiid  it  is  natural  to  concKidfi 
fitun  this,  that  the  fame  fjpirit  f^revitls  att 
jiww  France.    For  it  is  afeed,  Row  could  a 

♦  If  the  King  Ihould  put  himfclf  at  the  hse^d  of  iSk 
army>  and  dire£k  its  force  againft  the  nation  \  or  if  he 
ihaU  not,  by  a  formal  a£t,  oppofe  fuch  an  enterprize, 
when  attempted  in  his  name,  he  fliall  be  .cpnfidered  as 
Ibtvuig  liqi^ited  royalty. 

fairer 
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f^ter  trial  be  ihadfe  of  the  tendments  of  the 
people,  than  was  made  at  the  lift  ekiaiott  t 
The  National  Aflfembly,  after  Mpehding 
the  Khig's  authority,  detr^e,  that  deputies 
ihiill  be  chofen  by  the  people,  for  the  ex- 
prfcfs  purpofe  of  forming  a  conftitntion. 
Th^re  was,  at  this  time,  nothing  to  corrupt 
or  bias  the  people  in  the  eledtions,  in  favoutr 
of 'men  whofe  principle);  they  difapproved  : 
any  bias  that  could  be  ptefumed;  would  in- 
cline therii  to  choofe  the  friends  of  the  royal 
family;  for  the  French  princes,  fupported  by 
nuinerouS  atdiiels,  were  adVanfcitig  into  th^i 
heart  of  th6  Kh^dom.  This  was  the  tiihi 
fof-  in  royififh  to  fhew  theriiftlv^s,  either 
by  joining  the  princes,  or  choofihg  men  fo* 
the  CohTehtioh  of  the  fame  fcntim6nti  V^ritft 
thfemfdv6s^  But  nobody  joins  the  prince5,and 
the  people  choofe  men  of  republican  principles 
to  give  them  a  conftitntion.  What  inferencfc 
can  be  drawn  from  this,  but  that  the  French 


peoplc^^'^ 
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people  in  geaeral  wifiied  for  a  republican 
form  of  government  ? 

It  is  difficulty  however,  to  believe,  that  a 
nation  who  were  fond,  to  idolatry,  of  mo- 
narchy a  very  few  years  ago,  (hould  fo  fud*- 
denly  have  adopted  republican  principles; 
or  if  the  majority  really  have  done  fo,  there 
is  reafon  to  believe,  that  this  majority  does 
not  confift  of  people  of  any  property  what- 
ever, but  of  the  very  loweft  of  the  populace, 
who  have  nothing.  It  muft  be  remem- 
bered, that  when  the  National  Aflembly, 
on  the  loth  of  Auguft,  decreed  a  Convene 
lion,  they  alfo  decreed,  that,fetting  afide  the 
former  diftindiion  of  a£kive  and  inaftive 
citizens,  every  Frenchman,  who  is  not  in  a 
ftatc  of  fervitude,  whether  he  could  pay  any 
tax  or  not,  fhould  be  entitled  to  a  vote  for 
an  eleflor  to  the  Convention;  by  which 
means  a  vaft  crowd  of  the  moft  indigent 
rabble,  who  were  excluded  formerly,  did 

vote 
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vote  for  the  niembera  of  the  prcfeqt  Cod^ 
vention*  It  ought  alfo  to  be  remembered^ 
that  the  eledlons  were  carried  on  after  the 
flaughter  of  the  Swifs^  and  of  the  King*s 
friends  in  the  TuilerieSj  while  the  royal  fa- 
mily were  prifoners,  and  immediately  after 
the  maflacres  in  the  beginning  of  the  prefent 
month ;  that  the  rulers  at  Paris  had  emif- 
faries  at  all  the  departments  influencing  the 
eledions  j  and  that  to  oppofe  any  eleftion^ 
fupported  by  them,  might  raife  a  fufpicioa 
of  ariftocracy :  finally,  it  is  natural  to  be- 
lieve that,  in  fuch  circumftances,  thofc 
who  would  have  preferred  a  limited  mo- 
narchy to  a  republic,  ufed  what  influence 
they  had,  not  to  be  elected  deputies,  and 
that  none  but  republicans  endeavoured  to  b« 
chofen,  Thefe  confiderations  may  account- 
for  the  number  of  republicans  chofcn  as 
deputies  for  the  Convention,  withofut  tbifli 
being  a  fatisfadory  proof  that  the  majority 
of  thit  part  of  the  French  nation,  who  6an 
TOL.  u  H  h  be 
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be  fuppofed  to  trouble  their  heads  about 
government  at  all,  has  adopted  republicaa 
principles,^ or  really  believe  the  republican 
form  the  moft  fuitable  for  fo  extenfive  and 
populous  a  countiy  as  France. 

September  aS- 
The  treatment  which  M.  la  Fayette  ha»' 
met  with,  fince  he  was  obliged  to  abandon 
his  army,  forms  a  ftrong  prefumption  of 
the  falfehood  of  the  rumours  of  a  correfpond- 
ence  between  the  court  and  the  enemy  on 
the  frontiers ;  and  is  a  proof,  that  he  had 
not  that  treafonable  intelligence  with  them 
of  which  he  was  loudly  accufed.  People 
are  at  a  lofs  to  difcover,  upon  what  principle 
of  juftice  he  is  detained  and  imprifoned  by 
the  Pruiiians. 

It  does  not  appear  that  M.  la  Fayette  had 
any  view  but  to  maintain  the  King's  authority 
as  it  was  limited  by  the  conftitution.  Briflbt 
and  other  republicans  were  his  accufers.  He 
4id  all  in  his  .power,  it  muft  be  confefled,  to^ 

ove*v 
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cvisrturn  the  ancient  arbitrary  government  irt 
France,  and  to  eftablifli  a  limited  monarchy 
in  its  ftead.  The  fentiments  and  opinions 
of  the  French  nation,  with  refpe<9:  to  go- 
vernment^ have,  no  doubt,  undergone  a 
great  alteration  fmce  the  armies  and  fleets 
returned  from  ferving  in  America  ;  but  the 
prevalence  of  republican  notions  in  France 
is  of  a  much  later  date,  and  M.  la  Fayette 
never  adopted  them: — a  very  few  indivi- 
duals excepted,  the  moft  zealous  friends 
of  freedom  among  the  French  had  nO  wifh 
beyond  that  of  a  limited  monarchy ;  and 
ibme  of  the  moft  enlightened  men,  that 
have  appeared  finee  the  revolution,  were 
convinced  that  monarchy,  under  proper 
limitations^  is  the  firmeft  and  mdft  durable 
foundation  upon  which  a  fyllem  of  national 
liberty  can  be  built.  The'  flight  6f  the 
,King  to  Varennes  offered  a  pretext  for 
the  abolition  of  monarchy,  if  fuch  a  defire 
bad  prevailed  in  FraLnce  at  that  trmej  and 
H  b  3^  the 
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the  fentiments  of  the  Parifians  were  aftualljr 
tried  at  that  very  period.  Condorcet,  Brif- 
fot,  Petion,  Buzot,  Gregoire,  Bonnville, 
and  fomc  others,  had  conferences  and  cor- 
refpondcnces  with  each  other,  on  the  fub- 
jedt  of  eftabllfhing  a  republic  on  the  ruins  of 
the  French  monarchy.  They  were  tempted 
by  the  opportunity  which  the  flight  of  the 
King  prefented,  by  the  very  flight  appear- 
ance of  uneafinefs  or  alarm  which  that  in- 
cident  occafioned,  hy  the  tranquillity  and 
mutual  confidence  which  appeared  among 
the  members  of  the  National  Aflembjy, 
and  J  perhaps,  they  were  excited  by  a  con- 
vidion  that  the  King  never  would  a£t  fin- 
ceaely  in  fuppbrt  of  a  limited  conftitution; 
and  that  the  only  fecurity  they  could  have 
againft  defpotifm,  was  in  a  republican  fonrt 
of  government*  But  the  endeavours  of 
this  junto  at  that  time  were  without  eflfe^  j 
every  hint  of  that  nature  was  coldly  re- 
eeived  at  Paris,^  and>  of  cowtfe^^  had  little 

chance 
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chance  of  producing  heat  in  any  other  part 
of  the  kingdom:  even  the  fociety  of  Ja- 
cobins were  then  againft  kj  and  Rober- 
fpierre  himfelf^  in  his  declamations,  avowed 
that  be  was  an  enemy  to  republicanifra ; 
for  although  he  attempted  to  be  a  dema- 
gogue from  the  beginning  of  his  political 
courfe,  he  did  not  declare  himfelf  a  repub- 
lican, till  the  torrent  of  public  opinion  feem- 
cd  to  rufti  violently  that  way.     For  the  clafs 
of  real  republicans  above  mentioned,  find- 
ing the  nation    averfe   to   their  fevourite 
fcheme,  poftponed   any  fartlier  dire<a   at- 
tempt at  that  time,  but  continued  in  con- 
verfation,   and  in  writings,    to  propagate 
their  principles  and  opinions,  being  deter- 
mined to  feize  the  firft  opportunity  that  of- 
fered to, put  them  in  adion  ;  and  that  fuch 
opportunities  might  occur  the  more  fre- 
quently, they  were  extremely  affiduous  in 
imprefling  on  the  minds  of  the  people  a 
continual  jealoufy  of  the  King,  and  the  idea 
Uh^  that 
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that  there  exifted,  what  they  called,-  an 
Auftrian  party,  whole  objed  was  to  over- 
turn the  conftitution,  and  cftablifh  the  an- 
cient arbitrary  government  in  France. 

There  are  ftrong  reafons  for  believing 
that  they  ufed  every  means  to  provoke  a 
war  With  the  Emperor,  in  the  hopes  that, 
during  a  war,  the  people^s  fufpicions  would 
increafe,  and  that  the  court.would  be  tempted 
into  meafures,  which  would  afford  the  re-? 
publicans  pretexts,  and,  perhaps,  the  means 
of  overwhelming  monarchy,  in  the  ruins  of 
a  conftitution  which  they  confidered  as  but 
a  feeble  fupport  for  freedom.  Republican 
principles  were  at  length  adopted,  and 
avowed  in  the  fociety  of  the  Jacobins  of 
Paris  J  they,  by  their  influence  and  nume- 
rous correfpondences,  fpread  them  all  over 
France;  and  they  fiouriftied  with  peculiar 
llrength  and  exuberancy  in  the  fouth. 

Mirabeau  was  always  a  friend  to  a  limited 
iponarchy,  and  againfl;  a  republican  form  o£ 

goyernment^ 
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government;   ^A^hich,  in  his  opinion,  was 

ihcompatible  with  the  extent  of  the  French 

empire,  and  the  charafler  of  the   French 

nation.      On  his  death-bed,  he  faid,  that 

with  him  the  French  monarchy  would  die  : 

he  probably  knew  of  the  project  formed  in 

favour  of  a   republic,    and  that  it   would 

fucceed,  for  a  time  at  leaft,  when  no  man 

of  equal  powers  with  himfelf  remained  in 

France  to  oppofe  it, 

September  29, 

By  late  accounts  from  Paris,  the  treat- 
ment  which  the  King  and  royal  family  ex- 
perience at  the  Temple  is  harfher  thaa 
ever/  In  the  Aflembly,  the  members  fpeak 
of  him  as  the  greateft  of  criminals,  and  the 
populace  are  infpired  with  hatred,  and  4 
defire  of  vengeance. 

Of  all  the  means^,  which  the  republican 
party  have  adopted  to  bring  about  their  fa- 
vourite plan,  the  moft  unjuftifiable  is,  the 
calumniating  the  King;  Ever  fmce  his  ac- 
ceptance of  the  conftitution,  they  have  been 
H  h  4.  indefa-r 
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Indefatigabk  in  their  endeavours  to  render 
him,  his  government,  and  monarchical  go- 
vernment in  general,  odious  in  the  eyes 
of  the  people. 

If  a  vaft  majority  of  the  Freoch  oation 
vviflied  for  a  republican  form  of  govern* 
ment,  and  had  pronounced  their  viriflies  ia 
a  clear  unequivopal  manner;  and  if  the 
members  of  the  Convention  were  cour 
vinced  that  it  w^ould  be  more  condudvp 
than  any  other  to  the  profperity  of  their 
jcountry,  it  would  have  been  more  manly^ 
more  juft,  and,  perhaps,  more  politic,  to 
have  decreed  that  form  of  govern ment|  and 
given  thofe  fof  their  reafonS,  than  to  pre- 
tend that  they  were  drjvcn  into  that  mea- 
fure  by  the  treachery  pf  the  King,  and  ac* 
cufe  him  of  3l  defign  tp  overturn  that  con? 
ftitution,  which  they  themfelves  were  unr 
(derminingj  and  to  reprefent  a  prince  of 
moderation  and  humanity^  as  ^  defpotic 
J)lpod-thirfty  tyrant.     Politicians  are  fo  ha^? 

|)ituat?4 
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bituate^  to  Conceal  thf  real  motives  of  their 
coadud,  that  they  fometimes  affign  falfe 
ones  unneceiTarily,  and  when  the  true  would 
have  been  more  creditable. 

This  method  of  rendering  a  republic 
palatable  in  France,  refembles  in  fallehood 
the  policy  of  thofe  who,  at  the  time  of  the 
devolution  in  England,  propagated  the  de- 
fpicable  ftory  that,  when  the  Queen  pre- 
tended to  be  in  labour,,  a  child,  iij  a  warm- 
ing-rpao,  was  introduced  into  her  bed-cham- 
ber, to  be  impofcd  on  the  nation  as  the 
Prince  of  Wales. 

To  give  this*  as  a  reafon  for  placing  Wil- 
liam and  Mary  on  the  throne,  was  an  irapli^ 
cation  that,  if  the  child  could  be  proved  to 
be  the  real  fon  of  James,  William  would 
have  had  no  right  to  the  crown  j  and  was 
departing  from  the  great  whig  /principle, 
that  a  King  who  endeavours  to  fubvert  the 
conftitution  of  the  kingdom,  by  breaking 
t]ae  original  cpntrad  between  the  King  amj 

peoplcj^ 
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people,  and  violating  the  fundamentJil  laws, 
is  deemed  to  have  forfeited  the  crown. 
Which  furely  is  a  much  more  manly  foun- 
dation to  build  a  revolution  upon,  than  the 
ftory  of  the  warming-pan,  whether  true  or 
falfe. 

One  among  many  differences  between  the 
ftate  of  the  two  nations  at  thefe  two  periods 
is,  that  England,  a  little  before  the  year 
1688,  was  fo  much  intimidated  by  the  exe- 
cutions on  account  of  the  Rye-Houfe  Plot, 
and  of  Monmouth^s  infurreftion,  that  no- 
thing Icfs  than  the  perfeyering  attacks  upon 
the  laws  and  religion  of  the  country,  by  the 
infatuated  King,  could  have  animated  the 
nation  to  thofe  exertions  which  brought 
about  the  revolution. 

Whereas  France  feems  to  have  been  fo 
much  elevated  by  her  recent  fuccefs,  in  re-  ' 
ducing  the  pqwer  of  the  crown,  as  to  drive 
on  furioufly  to  republicanifm,  regardlefs  of 
the  conceffions  and  accommodating  temper 
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cf  the  prince,  of.  the  particular  charafler 
of  her  own  children,  an(J  of  the  dangers 
and  difficuhies  attending  a  republican  form  ' 
of  government. 

Since,  however,  they  have  decreed'  that 
kind  of  government,  whether  they  .are 
thought  to  have  aded  wifely  or  fooliflily 
in  fo  doing,  policy  unites  with  humanity  in 
declaring,  that  they  ought  to  behave  in  alj 
other  refpeds  with  generofity  to  the  unfor- 
tunate prince  and  his  family,  who  are  the 
victims  of  that  decree ;  and  if  they  do  not, 
it  requires  no  fpirit  of  prophecy  to  forefec, 
that  they  .will  draw  upon  themfelves  the 
hatred  and  execration  of  mankind. 

The  republican  party  are  aware  of  this, 
and  have  no  hand  in  the  harfli  meafures  now 
adopted ;  but  they  have  it  not  now  in  their 
power  to  ftop  the  efFedl  of  that  prejudice^ 
which  they  themfelves  have  fo  much  con- 
tributed to  raife  againft  the  King  j  and 
^hich  another  let  of  men,  their  enemies, 

are 
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arc  endeavouring  to  make  fubfervient  to 
views  of  their  oven. 

The  republicans  wifhcd  for  the  deftrucr 
tion  of  monarchy,  but  not  the  murder  of 
the  monarch  !  —Their  rivals  may  have  re- 
folved  on  the  deftruftioa  of  the  monarch, 
while  they  hope  to  find  an  opportunity  of 
re-eftabKfliing  monarchy  under  a  prince  of 
their  own  choofing^ 

September  30. 

A  man  arrived  at  this  town  yefterday^ 
who  pretended  that  he  came  from  Dumou* 
ricr's  army ;  he  faid,  they  had  furroundcd 
the  Pruffianss  who  were  in  the  moft  dcplor* 
able  condition  for  want  of  provifions;  that 
they  had  already  been  driven  to  tl^  necef- 
fity  of  eating  one  half  of  their  horfes,  and 
would  furrender  at  difcretion  when  the  re- 
mainder of  their  cavalry  was  devoured. 

This  was  the  ftate  of  affairs  when  he  left 
the  camp;  but  having  been  detained  a  day 
pn  ^c  yoad  by  a  fall,  a  courier  from  the 

army 
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army  had  overtaken  him,  who  wa$  going  to 
Paris  with  accounts  that  the  French,  not 
having  patience  till  the  Pruffians  fliould 
finifh  their  horfes,  had  attacked  their 
entrenchments,  cut  a  great  number  of 
them  in  pieces,  and  that  the  reft  were  re- 
treating as  faft  as  they  could.  I  had  heard 
this  man's  ftory  and  faw  him  telling  it  to 
one  circle  after  another  in  the  market-place; 
and  to  fhew  how  effediually  the  Pruffians 
had  been  hache  en  morceaux^  that  was  his 
phrafe,  he  flouriftied  with  his  fabre,  in- 
viting the  fpedators  to  examine  it,  for  he 
declared  he  had  received  it  as  a  prefent  from 
the  courier,  who  had  taken  it-from  a  Pruffian 
grenadier  in  the  field  of  battle,  and  had  after- 
wards turned  its  edge  againft  thofe  for 
whom  it  had  been  drawn. 

The  crowd  gazed  with  awful  admiration 
on  the  fabre :  fome  of  the  boldeft  touched 
iti  and  as  it  was  a  good  deal  hacked,  it  was 
confidered  as  a  confirnnation  of  the  vidory, 

and 
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and  of  the  truth  of  every  circumftance  of 
the  maa*s  narrative*  Some  incredulous  per- 
fons,  however,  fufpe^Sled  that  he  had  been 
font  with  an  encouraging  tale  to  fpirit  up 
people  to  offer  themfelves  as  volunteers. 

Oaober  t/ 
In  all  likelihood  there  will  be  no  farther 
account  of  yefterday's  vidory ;  but  it  is 
certain,  that  an  unfuccefsful  attack  was  made 
by  the  Pruflians  on  General  Kellerman's 
army,  encamped  on  the  heights  of  Valmy^ 
pn  the  20th,  As  it  appears  that  Keljerman 
maintained  his  pofition,  fo  far  it  may  be  con- 
lidered  as  a  vidlory.  Dumourier  howevec 
fays,  in  his  letter  to  the  war  rainifter,  that 
although  the  Pruflians  did  not  carry  their 
point,  they  continue^  their  march  by  his 
left,  and  he  experts  to  be  attacked  imme- 
diately :  he  writes  with  his  ufual  confidence^ 
promifes  to  prefs  them  very  clofe,  and 
^finally,  to  give  a  good  account  of  them — 
a  but 
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but  ftill  it  appears  that  the  Germans  are  ad-» 
vancing, 

Oftobcr  2* 
I  heard  fome  time  fince  that  the  Duke  of 
Rochefoucault  was  afTaflinated  as  he  was 
going  from  his  houfe  in  Normandy  to  the 
waters  of  Forge,  in  company  with  the 
Duchefs;  I  did  not  then  believe  it,  but 
now  find  this  horrid  fa.€t  confirmed.  Thc^ 
murder  of  no  man  in  France  could  excite 
more  juft  horror  and  indignation :  M.  de 
la  Rochefoucault  was  univerfally  efteemed 
as  a  man  of  integrity,  and  an  early  and  dif- 
interefted  friend  of  freedom :  it  is  given  out 
that  the  murder  was  accidental  and  through 
miftake:  I  fear  it  was  by  fuch  an  accident 
as  produced  the  riiaflacre  at  Verfailles*  Th^ 
Duke  was  prefident  of  the  department  of 
Paris  on  the  20th  of  June,  and  a£tive  to 
bring  the  leaders  and  abettors  of  the  fhame- 
iul  infurredion  of  that  day  to  juftice.    ,h 

delay 


Digitized  by  VjOOQiC 


(    48o    ) 

delay  nuentiooiiig  the  pauticulars  of  diid 
murder  till  I  have  them  from  better  autho- 
lity  than  I  have  hitherto  had* 

Oftober  3# 
Araong  the  fmill  number  of  prifoners  whd 
were  faved  from  the  fwords  of  the  affaflins 
on  the  bloody  ad  of  September  was  M. 
Cazotte,  a  man  of  74  years  of  age,  formerly 
commiflioner- general  of  the  marine,  but 
who  had  for  feveral  years  lived  in  retirement 
at  his  villa  near  Eperna?y: 

This  old  gentleman  had  been  arretted  at 
Jiis  houfe  in  the  country,  and  brought  to 
the  prifon  of  the  Abbaye,  in  confequence 
of  letters  written  by  him  and  found  among 
the  papers  of  a  M.  Pouteau,  fecretary  to  M# 
de  la  Porte ;  from  which  it  appeared,  that 
he  was  in  correfpondence  with  the  emi- 
grants ;  that  he  advifed  the  King  to  efcape 
from  Paris,  and  had  tranfmitted  a  plan  for 
tbat  purpofe;    that   he  had  alfo  adviied 

the 
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the  diflbiution  of  the  National  Affcmbly : 
for  thefe,  and  other  parts  of  his  conduft  to 
the  fame  tendency,  he  was  detained  in  the 
Abbaye  In  expectation  of  a  legal  trial. 

But,  on  the  t2d  of  September,  when  de- 
termined muf  derers  made  a  mockery  of  the 
forms  of  law,  and  chofen  aflaffins  feized  the 
fword  of  jiiftice  J  when  the  prifoner  was 
furrounded  at  his  trial  by  pikes  fmoking 
from  recent  flaughter,  and  within  hearing 
cf  the  fcrcams  of  thofe  who  had  been  juft 
dragged  from  the  bar  where  he  flood  j  on 
that  dreadful  day,  M.  Cazotte  was  brought 
before  the  horrid  tribunal  within  the  prifon. 
Several  prifoners  had  already  been  carried 
there — none  had  furvived  their  fhort  exa- 
mination above  two  minutes ! — A  fign  from 
the  pretended  judge,  or  an  equivocal  word, 
was  the  fatal  fentence,  and  the  blow  of 
death  followed  as  the  prifoner  was  led  from 
the  bar. 

VOL.  IV  1 1  When 
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When  M,  Cazotte  appca^-ed  *-  tbc  lift  of 
names  was  examined  by  thde  inquiiitora, 
no  mark  of  favour  was  fees  at  his— the 
fignal  of  death  was  given^  and  he  was  led 
out  to  daughter ! — But^  before  he  received 
the  ftroke  of  death,  his  daughter,  a  beautiful 
young  lady  of  feventeen,  fprung  upon  her 
father*s  neck^  exclaiming  in  a  tranfport  of 
terror  and  filial  affedion,  Mercy !  mercyJ 
O,  mercy! — roy  father !  my  fether  f 

The  grey  hairs  of  the  old  man,  the  afied- 
ing  appearance  and  exclamations  of  the 
young  lady,  arrefted  the  arms  of  the  afiaffins, 
and  melted  the  hearts  of  the  people? — The 
cries  of  Grace,  grace!  and  Vive  la  Na- 
tion !  were  heard. — The  old  gentleman  and 
his  daughter  were  conduced  in  fafety  to 
the  houfe  of  a  friend,  amtdH  the  applai^e  of 
the  multitude ! 

This  admirable  young  woixiaabad  never 

feparated  from  her  father,  overcoming  her 

6  horrof 
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K&Aror  for  a  prifon  crowded  with  men; 
furAdouimng  her  tertor,  her  delicacy,  and 
every  coafideradon  which  coiild  render  the 
fituation  repugnant  to  her  mind :  filial  love, 
and  a  finmg  fehfe  of  duty,  enabled  her  to 
attend  him  during  his  confineniint  in  the 
AlAaye,  ?md  tp  adminifter  every  comfort 
tednconfolauoii  in  her  power. 

I  wiih,  firom  my  foul,  that  the  jGbory  had 
fended  here* 

This  unfortunate  old  man  waa  again 
arrefted,  again  imprilbned,  and,  in  virtue  of 
a  decree  of  the  1  uh  of  September,  brought 
before  the  tribunal  which  had  been  appoint- 
ed on  thd  1 7th  of  Auguft  for  the  trial  of 
confpirators,  and  whofe  functions  had 
been  iftterhipted  by  the  maflacrcs. 

The  firft  defence  he  oSered  was  in  the 

form  of  a  proteil  againft  a  fecond  trial,  as  he 

had  been  already  tried  by  judges  conftituted 

by  the  P/upk  Souverain  to  examine  the 

I  i  2  guilt. 
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guilt  or  innocence  of  ^e  prifoners :  that  he  ' 
had  been  acquitted,  and  fet  at  liberty  by  the 
voice  of  the  people,  and  could  not  be  made  * 
to  undergo  a  new  trial,  without  infulting 
the  forereignty  of  t^'  people,  which  they 
aU  profefied  to  acknowledge. 

This  plea  was  difregarded,  the  trial  went . 
on;  the  accufation  was  thought  to  be  prohr-  ^ 
ed,  and  M.  Cazotte  was  condemned  to  lofe 
hia  head. 

Without  confidering  the  merits  of  the  cffi- 
ginal  accu{ation^  or  of  the  prbteft  which 
the  prifonpr,  by  the  advice  of  counfel  no 
doubt,  had  entered,  did  not  compaffion  and 
humanity- plead *//^^  angels  trumpcUtongucd 
againft  his  condemnation  ?; 

Let  it  be  fuppofcd  that  he  defervwi  the 
pains  of  death  — ^  Good  God !  had  he  not 
already  fuflfered  them  a  thoufand  times  over? 
Had  he  not  drank,  to  the  very  dregs^  the 
bittereft  cup  of  mortality  that  could  be  pre- 

fented 
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fented  to  the  lips  of  man  ?  In  what  do  the 
pains  of  death  confift?  not  fiirelyin  the 
^ual  ftroke  which  puts  an  end  to  refle£lioh 
arid  feeling,  but  in  what  this  moft  unfortu- 
nate man  had  already  endured — in  the  ago- 
nies  and  terrors  which  the  view  of  an  im- 
mediate, violent,  and  cruel  death  prodiices 
in  the  mind* 

What  unfeeling  hearts  muft  they  hive, 
who,  unmoved  by  thofe  confiderations,  and 
the  tears  of  his  virtuous  daughter,  could 
fentence  him  to  undergo  a  fecond  time  the 
pains  of  death ! 

The  old  gentleman,  however,  heard  the 
fentence  with  a  ferene  countenance,  took  a 
tender  leave  of  his  inimitable  daughter,  and 
went  to  the  place  of  execution  with  un- 

•  fliaken  courage  !^ — He  made  his  grey  locks 
be  cut  from  his  head,  folded  them  carefully, 
and  defired  that  they  might  be  delivered  to 
her— 'a  recolledion   of  her  forrow  alone 

'  I  i  3  could 
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could  difturb  him  1  it  h  faid  that  ho  g»ve 
this  mefllige  with  a  faulterlng  voice — ^Thca 
turning  to  the  f  xeeutipMr,  ht  aflumed  aa 
undau&tcd  ^r|  md  ba^e  him  do  bis  dut/f , 

O&Att  4. 
It  is  now  certain  that  the  Pru^ans  san^ 
retreating.  Dumourier  has  made  good  all 
the  aflurances  he  gave  to  the  Conventional 
Aflembly }  and  that  felf-conSdence^  which 
was  by  many  imputed  to  a  vain-glorious 
4tid  boaiUng  difpofition,  is  now  thought  to 
have  proceeded  from  fuperiof  tfdpnts  4n4 
penetration. 

This  news  occadons  univcrfiil  joy  in 
yr^mce ;  yet  a  very  fcnfiblc  mai)  told  me 
to-day^  that  be  thought  it  morp  than  coun* 
terbalanced  by  the  fpirit  of  party  and  dif- 
fention  which  appears  in  the  National  Af- 
fembly.  Marat  has  beeiv  prompting  the 
people  to  new  mafTacres!  In  one  of  his  late 
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journals  there  i$  the  following  paflage : 
^'  If  the  bafis  of  the  coaftitution  is  not  fixed 
within  the  firft  eight  days  after  the  meeting 
of.  the  Convention,  you  have  nothing  to 
exped  from  your  deputi^."— And  he  conr 
eludes  with  thefe  fignificant  words :  "  0 
peupk  b^blllard,  Ji  tu  f^avois  agir  /"  Yet  this 
man  is  fo  great  a  favourite  of  the  people, 
that  the  Convention  feem  to  be  afraid  of 
ordering  him  to  be  arrefled  and  puniOied. 
It  is  aftonifliing  how  be  retains  their  affec- 
tions, for  the  only  means  he  ufes  is,  ex- 
citing one  half  to  cut  the  throats  of  the 
other;  yet  the  more  people  are  murdered, 
the  remainder  feem  to  like  him  the  better. 
This  brings  to  my  remembrance  ja  fellow 
I  once  faw  fewing  up  the  mouths  of  ferrets; 
fhocked  at  the  unfeeling  manner  in  which 
he  paffed  and  repaffed  the  needle  through 
the  poor  little  animal'^  lips,  which  were  all 
flowiri^  with,  blood,  I  defxred  him  to  defift, 
fayi^gt  How  can  you  be  fo  cruel  ? 

I  i  4  Loard, 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


(    4W    7 

Loard»  Sir,  replied  lie^  it  be'en't  cruel^ 
they  likes  it. 

Likes  it! 

Aye,  that  they  does,  refumed  the  brute; 
and  the  more  I  makes  them  bleed,  they  likes 
me  the  better. 

Gftobcr  5, 
The  great  evil  of  the  ancient  govern  mem 
of  France  was,  that  the  executive  power 
was  too  ftrong,  and  all  the  other  powers 
of  the  ftate  too  weak :  fo  that  however  un- 
juftly  the  former  was  exercifed,  the  people 
had  no  means  of  redrefs  or  of  refiftance 
but  by  open  infurrc<^ion ;  a  meafure  always 
dangerous,  and  hardly  ever  ufed,  except 
when  men  are  rendered  defperate, 

The  framers  of  the  late  conftltution  of 
France  fell  into  the  oppofite  extreme ;  they 
left  the  executive  power  too  much  expofcd 
to  attacks,  and  too  unable  to  defend  thofe 
rights  and  prerogatives  with  which  the  con- 
flitution  endowed  it :  at  Icaft  this  was  evi- 
dently 
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dendy  the  cafe  at  the  beginning  of  their 
new  government,  before  the  nation,  which 
was  intoxicated  ^ith  the  yi€torj  over  de- 
fpotifm,  had  time  to  acquirp  more  fedate 
and  more  rational  notions  concerning  free-  ^ 
dom. 

Perhaps,  however,  that  form  of  govern- 
ment which  was  reared  by  the  Conftituent 
Aflembly  might  have  flood,  and,  by  the 
gradual  alterations  which  time  would  have 
difcovered  to  be  neceflary,  might  have 
been  matured  into  a  profperous  and  lading 
fyftem,  had  it  not  been  for  the  fpciety  of 
Jacobins,  This  fociety,  by  diffufing  the 
fpirit  of  liberty,  and  keeping  the  people  of 
France  fteady  to  the  caufe  of  freedom,  was 
of  great  fervice  while  the  conftitution  was 
forming,  but  proved  its  deftrudion  after  it 
was  formed. 

Let  us  fuppofe  a  fociety  as  numerous  as 
that  of  the  Jacobins,  with  fome  members  of 
)?oth  houfes  of  parliament  in  it,  eftablifhed 

in 
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111  Palace-yard,  and  that  every  queftiim  of 
a  public  nature  was  debated  aad  decided 
in  tfaia  ckibi  before  it  was  brought  into 
ekhar  houfe .  of  parfiament,  or  while  it 
-wai  in  agitation  there;  and  let  us  &rther 
fuppofe,  that  a  mob  are  always  ready*  at  the 
command  of  the  leading  members  of  this 
fame  fociety,  to  infult  thofe  of  either  houfe 
crf'parfiament,  of  whofe  public  conduA  they 
difapprove ;  in  this  cafe,  what  would  be* 
coitie  of  the  prefent  confUtution  of  Great 
Britain  ? 

This  is  precifely  the  ftate  in  which  the 
Icgiflature  of  France  was  for  feveral  months 
previous  to  the  loth  of  Auguft.  For  the 
condud  of  the  Jacobin  fociety  in  Paris 
tended  to  vilify  the  National  Affembly,  and 
to  render  the  executive  power  a  mere  pa- 
geant ;  this  had  driven  forae  of  the  moft 
refpedable  members  cut  of  that  club.  There 
can  be  no  doubt,  therefore,  that  the  King 
V^ifhed  for  f\:?h  a  cheqk  upon  this  fociety, 
:  as 
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M  would  put  it  out  of  it$  power  to  arr^ 
the  ;^Qn  of  goverament,  and  raife  a  fe^ 
meatatioa  in  the  country  as  often  as  any 
public  meafure  was  adopted  which  it  dif«» 
approved  t  every  friend  of  the  conftitutioa 
muft  have  had  the  fame  defire.      Thofe 
who  had  the  greateft*  influence  with  the  Jar 
icobins  were  averfe  to  the  war,  and  fhewed 
great  foUdtude  to  prevent  it.      There  is 
reafon  to  believe  that  the  Court  of  Vienna 
did  not  defire  war  more  than  they;  butdiCf 
played  fome  hof|Ue  appearances,  to  give  the 
ICing  and  his  miniilers  the  more  weight  in 
their  endeavours  to  refift  the  attacks  of  that 
fociety,  and  to  obtain  a  decree  of  the  Na- 
tional Aflembly,  precluding  thofe  queftion^ 
which  were  to  be  debated  in  the  Affenibly 
from  being  previoufly  difcruifed  in  the  fo«* 
ciety*    The  only  commuiiication  which  wa$ 
between  the  Court  of  the  Tuileries  and  that 
of  Vienna,  had  this  for  its  objed,  aad  no- 
(thiug  elfe;  and  even  this  commiiQicalion 
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was  begun  and  carried  on  by  certain  agents 
•who  pretended  to  the  latter  that  they  had 
more  influence  with  the  former  than  they 
had  in  reality,  and  made  the  fame  preten- 
fions  to  the  former  refpediog  their  influence 
with  the  bttcr,  by  which  means  both  were 
deceived.  But,  taking  this  in  the  worft 
light,  it  is  very  different  from  the  King^s 
having  an  underftanding  with  that  Court, 
after  hoftilities  were  begun,  with  a  view  to 
facilitate  the  entrance  of  foreign  armies  into 
France. 

There  are  good  grounds  for  believing  that 
a  great  majority  of  the  members  of  the  Le- 
gifiative  Aflembly  were  fincerefupporters  of 
the  conftitution,  and  had  no  fear  of  the  King's 
having  any  defign  to  overturn  it:  Why  then 
did  this  majority  allow  a  minority  to  deftroy 
a  conftitution  with  which  they  wercfatisfied? 
Becaufethe  leaders  of  the.  minority  were 
members  of  the  fociety  of  Jacobins,  had  in- 
flfience  with  fomc  of  the  fedtioas  to  befiege 

the 
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the  bar  of  theNational  Aflembly  wkh  inflam- 
matory addrefles  againft  the  King  and  his 
minifters,  while  they  had  a  mob  always  ready 
at  their  inftigation,  to  infult  thofe  deputies 
^ho  fupported  government ;  and  at  length, 
finding  that  they  could  not  carry  the  queftion/ 
againft  M.  de  la  Fayette,  they  found  means 
tfc  new  model  the  general  council  of  the  ' 
municipality  of  Paris,  excited  the  infurrec- 
tion  of  the  loth  of  Auguft,  and  ufurped  the 
whole  power  of  the  ftate,  as  has  been 
ihewn. 

In  other  revolutions   of  which  hiftory 
gives  lis  an  account,  thole  who  are  at  firft/ 
employed  as  the  inftruments  of  infurredion;  ' 
are  afterwards  thrown  afide  by  the  chiefs  as' 
ufelefs  or  dangerous ;  but  in  this  revolution^ 
in  France,  thofe  who  were  employed  as  in- 
ftruments retain  their  importance,  and  the' 
chiefs  are  thrown  afide. 

The  Lameths,  and  M.  Duport,  who  firft 
propofed  the  plan  of  eftablifliing  political 
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focieti^  aU  ovef  France^  which  amntalti  4 
conftant  correfpondence  widx  the  Jacobin 
fociety  at  Paris»  have  falkn  vidims  to  tha( 
meafure. 

The  Duke  of  Rochefoucauk,  M*  la  Fay- 
ette, Barnave,  Talleyrand,  Lewis  of  Nar-* 
bonne,  M.  Beaumetz,  Gamier,  Clermont- 
Tonnere,  were  all  inftruiuent*!  in  bringing 
about  the  revolution,  prompted,  as  there  is 
every  reafon  to  believe,  by  a  genuine  love 
of  freedom,  and  a  fincere  defire  of  eftablifh-^ 
ing  a  limited  monarchy  in  France,  and  of 
maintaining  that  conftitutioa  for  which 
fome  of  them  had  made  very  great  iacrifices.  . 
What  is  become  of  thefe  men  ?  Some  have 
beeq  aiTaflinated,  fome  imprifoned,  and  the 
reft  obliged  to  fly  from  their  country. 

Condorcet,  Buzot,  Briflbt,  Petion,  Ker* 
faint,  Genfonet,  Bonnville,  fhewed  an  early 
partiality  for  a  republican  form  of  govern- 
ment, either  from  a  belief  that  if  is  prefer* 
able  to  any  other,  or  from  a  fufpicion  that 

the 
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tbeKing  would  aot  reft  fatisfied  with  the 
conftitution,  but  ufe  all  the  powers  it  left 
In  hi$  hand  to  reftore  the  ancient  defpo^ 
tifm.  Afting  on  this  fufpicion  as  if  it  were 
a  certainty,  they  ufed  every  means  in  their 
pbwer  to  give  their  countrymen  the  fame 
partiality  for  a  commonwealth  which  they 
had  themfelves;  and,  among  other  means, 
they  did  not  fcruple  to  accufe  the  King  of 
plots  for  overturning  the  conftitutbn,  of 
which  they  had  not  better  proof,,  perhaps, 
than  the  idea  that  it  was  natural  for  him  to 
wifti  it  overturned.   , 

Vergniaud  and  Gaudet>  both  men  of 

i 

diftinguiftied  talents,  were  originally  fri^nds^ 
to  a  limited  monarchy  as  eftabliflied  by  the 
conftitution,  as  appears  by  a  memori^^l  fign^ 
ed  by  them,  and  prefented  to  the  King ;  but 
having  a  better  opinion  of  the  republican 
party  than  any  other  in  the  Aflembly,.  they, 
joined  them  after  the  loth  of  Auguft,  an4 
have  aded  with  them  ever  fmce*  , 

This 
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This  jparty,  however,  had  no  immediate^ 
aftive  hand  in  exciting  xyr  carrying  on  the 
attack  upon  the  palace  oil  the  loth  of 
Auguft ;  they  feem  to  have  waiied  for  the 
event,  in  the  intention  of  eftablifhing  th^if 
favourite  form  of  government  in  cafe  the 
aflailants  fhould  be  fuccefsful,  and  to  afford 
them  protedion  in  a  contrary  event. 

The  moft  a£tive  agents  of  the  infurrec- 
tion,  were,  Albite,  Bazire,  Camille  Def^ 
mouHns,  Merlin  of  Thionville,  and,  above 
all,  Chabot  the  capuchin,  who  were  con- 
tinually going  to  the  different  fuburbs,  and 
preaching  revolt  among  the  people.  Thefe 
men  were  members  of  the  Jacobin  fociety, 
aflifted  in  this  work  by  other  members,  par- 
ticularly Santerre,  and  the  leader  of  the 
foederes  from  Marfeilles.  AL  Barbaroux, 
who  was  fmce  chofen  a  deputy  from  Mar- 
feilles to  the  Convention,  and  who  had 
great  influence  with  the  band  of  foederes, 
was  alfo  a  moft  active  agent  in  the  infurrec- 

tion^ 
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Hon,  diough  othcrwlfe  unconncded  with 
Damon's  party,  and  intimately  attache4  to 
the  friends  of  Roland. 

It  appears  fomewhat  furprifing,  that  while 
thofe  juft  named  were  inftigating  the  people 
to  attack  the  palace  of  the  Tuileries  j  while 
Denton,  Chabot,  Collot  d'Herbois,  and 
others,  were  new-modelling  the  general 
council  of  the  commune  j  and  while  Gaudet 
and  Vergniaud  were  prefiding  alternately  in 
the  Affembly,  during  the  alarming  and  dan- 
gerous night  of  the  9th  and  morning  of 
the  loth  of  Auguft,  there  is  no  mention  of 
Roberfpierre.  He  had  been,  however,  the 
chief  perfonage  in  the  fociety  of  Jacobins 
for  feveral  months  before  that  epoch;  but 
he  did  not  judge  it  proper  to  appear  again 
till  the  affair  was  decided  by  the  flaughter 
of  the  Swifs,  and  the  imprifonment  of  the 
Royal  Family,  He  then  refumcd  his  place 
at  the  Jacobin  club,  and  foon  after  got  him* 
iflf  eleded  of  the  general  council  of  the 

V0I-.  J,  I^  k  municipality, 
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municipaUty^  of  which  he  became  a  leadui|;, 
membg:;  and)  in  coDJimAioii  with  Pamti 
Servan,  and  Le  Gendre  the  butcher,  was 
moft  afliduous  in  promoting  the  numerous 
arrefts,  and  filling  the  prifons,  which  were 
dreadfully  emptied  at  the  beginning  of  Sep- 
tember. 

But|  as  the  republican  party  had  flill  lefis 
connexion  with  the  mailacres  of  September 
than  with  the  infurre<^on  in  Auguft;  as 
they  exprefs  a  defxre  of  enquiring  into  that 
horrid  tranfadion,  and  cf  bringing  the  au^ 
thors  to  punifhment }  and  as  they  ^c  all 
attached  to  the  minifter  Rdand,  of  whofe 
integrity  they  are  convinced  i  DantoHi  Cha« 
bot.  Merlin,  Camille  Defmoulins,  Collpl 
d'Herbpisj  Bazire,  Albitc,  and  Roberfpicxre, 
declare  againft  them,  exqite  Marat  to  pro- 
fgribc  them  in  his  bloody  journal,  and  ofe 
every  means  to  expofe  them  to  the  fury  of 
the  people ;  M.  Egalite  himfelf,  perceiving 
that  thofe  means  are  already  attended  with 

fomo 
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Ibme  dcgfce  of  fucccfs,  and  probably  ima*i 
gming  that  it  will  increafe,  feems  inclined 

r 

to  attach  himfelf  to  the  party  of  Danton,  Ro- 
bcripierre,  and  their  followers.  So  that  very 
poffibly  thofe  who  took  fo  much  and  fuch 
early  pains  to  eftablifh  a  republic^  and  who 
expe^ed,  no  doubt,  to  a£t  a  principal  part 
in  it  when  eftabliflied,  may,  like  thofe  who 
brought  on  the  revolution,  and  formed  the 
conftitution,  be  fupplaijted  and  deprived  of 
power^  perhaps  of  life,  by  a  fet  of  men  far 
inferior  to  them  in  talents,  but  who  feem  at, 
prefent  to  enjoy  more  of  the  people's  favour. 
Thus,  through  all  the  llages  of  thb  revolu- 
tion, thofe  who  have  been  the  authors  of  the 
moft  important  alterations,  whether  for  the 
better  or  the  worfc,  have  been  fupplanted 
by  inferior  agents  j  becaufe,  having  obtained 
their  objed  by  flattering  the  people,  they 
then  wifli  the  hands  of  government  to  be 
ftrengthened,  the  laws  to  be  put  in  force, 
and  tte  future  exertions  of  thofe  to  be  re- 
K  k  2  ftraiued^ 
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jftrained,  by  vrhom  they  obtained  ttcW 
power,.  But  other  demagogues  ilartiip, 
who,  having  no  part  in  the  new  govern- 
tnent^  tell  the  people  that  many  improve* 
ments  are  Hill  needed ;  thu  their  new  go- 
vernors, under  the  pretence  of  reftoring 
law  and  Qrder,  Waiit  to  tyrannize  over  them. 
— ^They  adopt  Ibme  favourite  prejudice .  of 
the  people,  and  offer  them  fbme  new  privU 
lege,  however  pernicious,  which  has  been 
hitherto  refufed,  and  fb  gain  their  confi-* 
dence  j  for,  thofe  who  promife  new  favour* 
have  a  great  advantage  over  thofe  who  put 
men  in  mind  of  old  ones,  and  an  harangue 
in  praife  of  licentioufnefs  pleafes  the  multi-* 
tude  more  than  one  which  inculcates  obe*" 
dience  to  law. 

Thus  the  fecond  clafs  (jf  leaders  are  driven 
out  of  power  by  a  third,  who,  on  the  fame 
principles,  may  foon  be  excluded  by  a 
fourth :  but  le  People  Souverain  retains 
the  power,  and,  although  divided  into  dif- 

ferent 
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itrcht  parts,  like  the  polypuSi  every  de- 
tached portion .  prefervcs  its  adivity,  and 
aflumes  all  the  faculties  »nd  energy  of  the 
eompkte  fovereign. 

If  the  prefent  ftate  of  affairs  continuet 
much  bnger,  anarchy  and  confullon  muft 
overwhelm  the  land ;  and  it  will  be  of  Uttk 
importance  to  wretched  individuals,  whe- 
ther their  nsifery  is  derived  from  a  combi- 
mtion  o£  foreign  invader8,.or  their  own  iiw 
ternal  diffentions^ 

But  as  a  National  Convention,  from  all 
the  dq)artments  of  France,  is  now  affembledi 
at  Paris,  and  as  another  very  unexposed 
event  has  likewife  taken  place,  namely,  the 
retreat  of  the  Pruflian  army^  it  might  be; 
ima^ned.that  a  permanent  and  free  go- 
vernment would  ilill  be  eftablifhed  It  muft^ 
be  confefled,  however,  that  the  account  we 
hear  of  fome  of  the  deputies  does  not 
greatly  fupport  this  expedation :  thofc  eledl- 
cd  by  the  department  of  Paris,  in  particular, 
7  ^^ 
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arc  neidier  celebrated  for  talents,  nor  for  ttat 
degree  of  moderation  and  prudence  which 
l!ie  times  require  j  and  many  augur  ill  of 
the  wifdom  of  the  Convention,  fircm  the 
precipitate  manner  in  which  dley  agreed  to 
die  abolition  of  the  conftitution,  and  of 
royalty,  on  the  firft  day  of  meeting,  at  the 
propofition  of  a  man  of  Kttle  or  no  weight* 
Yet,  on  the  meafures  which  this  Conveil' 
flonal  Aflembly,  fuch  as  it  is,  fhall  adopt, 
the  fate  of  the  extenfivc  and  populous  na- 
iSon  of  France,  perhaps  the  tranquillity  of 
Europe,  feems  in ,  a  cenfiderable  degree 
to  depend:  this  confideration  excites  fo 
ftroi^  a  clefire  of  being  witnefles  to  their 
proceedings,  that  wc  have  refolvcd  to  fet 
cmt  to-moiTOw  fiyr  Paris,  through  part  of 
French  Flanders,  by  the  way  of  Lilloi 
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